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liament, the subject of renewing the Company’s Charter. : 

The Committee having deliberated thereon, agreed on the substance of an 
answer, to be further considered at their next meeting. 





No. II. 


Lerrer from the Right Honorable Ropert Dunpas to the Crarr- 
* man and Drury Cuarrman, noticed in the preceding Minute. 


GuntTLEMEN, Melville Castle, 30th September, 1808. 

The propriety and expediency of applying to Parliament for a 

renewal of the privileges of exclusive trade enjoyed by the East-India Company, 
with such modifications as may be deemed necessary, and for the continuance of 
the system of government in the British Territories in India on its présent basis, 
but wits such amendments, also, as the experience of its effects may appear to 
demand, having lately been the subject of frequent congideration and discussion, 
you will probably concur with me in opinion, that it is advisable now to ascer- 
B : tain, 


No. I. 





Secret 
Committee, 
5 Oct. 1808 
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“No. UL. tain, whether the Court of Directors are desirous of agitating the. question, at 
present, and of submitting it, in all its details, to the early consideration of 

Mr. Dundas’s . 
Letter, Parliament. 





I have the honor to be, “Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 


(Signed) Roeert Dunpas. 
To the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
of the East-India Company. 
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SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, 


The 12th October, 1808. 


No. IIL. Agreed to the following draft of an answer to the letter of the Soth ultimo, 
—— from the Right Honorable Robert Dundas. 
Secret 

Committee, 

12 Oct. 1808. (Secret.) 

East-India House, 12th October 1808. 
Sir, 2 
Chairman & We now propose to do ourselves the honor of replying to your letter of 


einen the 30th of last month. 

: From the communications we have at different times had with the Members 
of the Court of Directors, we are well assured it is the general sense of that 
body, that it will be for the interest of the Public and the Company, that the 
Charter should be early renewed. Convinced that this is their opinion, and 
apprehensive lest inconvenience might be produced, by setting this important 
subject afloat before it was in some degree matured, we have not thought it 
necessary formally to resort to the Court for a declaration of their judgment upon 
the question you are pleased to propose to us; but we have, in order to obtain 

: what 
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what we conceive to be, with the knowledge we before possessed, sufficient 
warrant to us to give an answer to your preliminary enquiry, laid your letter before 
a Secret Committee of Corgespondence: and we are authorized to state it to be 
their opinion, as it is our own, not only that the interests of thé Public, as well 

“as of the Company, will be best consulted, by continuing the present system of 
Indian administration, but that it is material the Charter should be speedily 
renewed. 

With respect to any modifications which you or His Maijesty’s Government 
may have it in contemplation to propose, we shall be happy to be made acquainted 
with them, and to bring them under the most serious consideration of this House. 

eWe can at present only state, that we trust there will be no disposition to intro- 

“duce any change, that would alter or weaken the main principles and substance 
-of the present system, which, in the opinion of the Company, is essential to the 
due management and preservation of British India; and that, with respect to 
minor points, as far as they may be really compatible with those essential objects, 
the Court will not be influenced by any partial views to withhold from them the 
fair consideration due to them. : 

Glad that you have seen it proper to bring forward this weighty subject, and 
desirous to be favored with your further communications upon it, as soon as may 
suit your convenience, 


We have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servants, 


(Signed) Epwarp Parry, 
; Cuartes Grant. 
The Right Honorable Robert Dundas, 
&c, &e, &e. 
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No. LV. 





Secret Court, 


7 Dec. 1808, 


No. V. 





Secret Court, 
16 Dec. 1808. 
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No. IV. 
AT A 


SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Wednesday, the 7th December, 1808. 


The Chairman laid before the Court 

Minutes of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, held the 5th October last ;. 

Letter from the Right Honorable Robert Dundas to the Chairs, dated the® 
30th September last, referred to in the Minutes above-mentioned ; ‘ 

Minutes of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, held the 12th October 
last; and . ; 

Draft of a Letter from the Chairs to Mr. Dundas, dated the same day. 

It was then, on 2 motion, 

Resolved Unanimously, That this Court approve the proceedings of the 
Secret Committee of Correspondence, of the 5th and 12th October, and the Letter 
to the Right Honorable Robert Dundas of the last-mentioned date. 





No. V. 


ATA 


SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Friday, the 16th December 1808. 


Minutes of the 7th instant were read and approved. 

’ Draft of a letter from the Chairman and Deputy to the Right Honorable 
Robert Dundas, Offering some suggestions of a general nature, as the principal 
foundations on which anew agreement between the Public and the East-India 
Company may be placed, was read and unanimously approved, being as fol- 
lows, viz. 

Sir, 


C9 ) 
‘Sin; ; East-India House, the \6th December 1808. 

. Xn consequence of a conference which we lately had the honor Ng. Vs 
to hold with you, we have Igid before the Court of Directors the letter which | =" 
hod ware pleased to write to. us, undér date the ‘50th September last, on the a ari 

subjest of renewing the Company's Charter, together with the answer which Letier. 
wwe returned to that letter, on the 12th October following ; and-we-are now 
instructed by the Court to state to you, that they approve of that answer, and 

are ready to enter with you, through the medium of their Committee of Corres- . 
spondence, into a consideration of the various objects to which it may be proper 
to attend, in bringing forward so important a measure. ‘ 

* At the present moment it would, in the opinion of the Court, be premature 
in them, to proceed to any detailed specification of those objects, to which it 
anay ke proper, on the part of the Cempany, to attend, or to anticipate any 
discussions, which: it may be ‘the wish ef His Majesty's Ministers to propose ; 
but the Court beg leave to offer some suggestions of a general nature, as the 
prineipal foundations on which a,new agreement ‘between the Public and the 
East-India Company may be placed. 

ast. ‘The system by which the Legislature has continued to the Company the 

‘gavernment of tthe territories acquired by it in the East, with a regulated 
‘monopoly of the trade, -has been held’ by the mést eminent persons conversant 
with that quarter and its affairs, -to ‘be ‘the most expedient, both for the foreign 
and domestic interests of this country. Wnder it, those territories have been 
improved, and the security and happiness of the vast population they contaiix 
have been signally encreased. It is also a system “which establishes salutary 
checks for the exercise of the authority lodged in this cofntry over the Indian 
administration, and for all the local details of that administration, in its political, 
judicial, financial, and commercial departments 5 and provides with singular felicity 
for a succession of a body of able and honorable European servants, who yield 
in general ‘character and utility to no class of public functionaries ‘under the 
Empire. In like manner, the constitution of the Indian army has’ proved 
itself calculated to produce a body of officers of high military spirft, and of 
very distinguished skill and conduct. The Court, therefore, trust that no’mate- 
‘yial change in this system ;——-no change which weuld affect its principles ox impair 
cits efficiency, will be proposed. es foes 3 

ee 
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No. V, 2d, In this case, it will be unnecessary to enter into any discussion of the 
—— , right of the Company to the territorial possessions ; a right which they hold to 
ela be clear, and must always maintain, as flowing frem their acquisition of those 
Letter. territories, under due authority, and after long hazards and vicissitudes, ané=—> 
great expense. pat 
3d. The situation of the Company is, at this time, very different from what 
it was at the last renewal of the Charter, in.1793. European war, with hardly 
any intermission, through the whole of the period that has since elapsed, has 
" exceedingly encreased the expenses, and reduced the profits of the Company at 
home ; and has likewise enlarged the scale of expenses abroad ; where, moreover, 
wars with the Native Powers have been repeatedly carried on, to the vast accu-- 
mulation of the Indian debt, now advanced from eight millions sterling, at 
which it stood in 1793, to about thirty-two millions. Without meaning at all 
' to advert, in this place, to the question concerning the policy of some of those 
wars with the Princes of India ; it is safe ang proper to. affirm; that they were 
not, in any degree, directed by the Executive Body of the Company, but 
proceeded from causes which that body could not control, As, in consequence 
of all the events which have happened since the year 1793, the benefits intended 
to the Proprietors of East-India Stock, by. the Charter then passed, have nat 
been realized ; so the Court trust, that in the formation of a new Charter, due 
care will be taken to secure their proper share of advantage in any future ame- 
lioration of the Company’s affairs, and especially that no measure will be 
adopted, which can haye the effect of reducing the value of their capital stock. 
The dividend on that stock, which is only equivalent to the legal interest of 
money, is all that the Proprietors have ever received from the united sources of 
Indian revenue and Indian commerce, whilst the country has been enriched by. 
the long continued influx of private wealth, and raised in the scale of nations 
by the political importance of the Indian empire. 
4th. The liquidation of the Indian debt is, on all hands, agreed to be a 
measure of indispensable necessity. From the magnitude to which. the debt has 
now risen} and the circumstances of the present unexampled time, the aid. of 
the Public will probably be necessary to the attainment of this most desirable 
object... For the aid that may thus be afforded, the Court conceive that sufficient 
means of reimbursement from the Indian territory and revenue may. be found ; 


and 
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and the arrangement of a plan, for these purposes, might, as the Court conceive, 
form a very material part of the provisions of the new Charter. 

5th. To apportion dul? between the Public and the Company the military 
expenses of the Indian empire, is another measure now become unavoidable, 
For vears growing out of the Indian system, or out of sources purely Indian, 


the rgvenues and other means of the Company were long made to suffice,. 


including even the charges of occasional attacks upon the Indian settlements of 
European nations; but the influence of European war -has, in the present pro- 
tracted period of hostility, extended itself more and more to India, occasioning 
the expense of various distant expeditions, and the encrease of the military 
“establishment, particularly in the European troops of his Majesty, which from 
being twenty years ago only a very few regiments, now amount to above twenty 
thousand men, and those of the most expensive description of troops composing 
the-military force of British India: nor is it at all improbable, that from the 
avowed design of France to invade our Indian possessions with great armies by 
land, it may be necessary still largely to augment our European force in that 
quarter. For a war of this description the Indian revenues, if unincumbered 
with debt, would be very inadequate. It would be an European war for 
European objects ; a struggle between Great-Britain and France, on the soil of 
India, for the maintenance and support of their power in Europe. For such an 
object, to which the national funds only are commensurate, the national funds 
undoubtedly ought to provide; and as we know that, in this, we state only 
what your own mind. has already perceived and approved, we the more con- 
fidently hope, that in a new Charter proper attention will be paid to the due 
regulation of so important a concern. * 

6th. As the early renewal-of the Charter will serve to strengthen the hands of 
the Company in the transaction of their affai:- and improve their credit, so its 
renewal, for the like period as the present o. run, and-from the time of its 
expiration, would conduce to the same ends; and the Court are not aware of. 
any objection to the proposition of this term.. 


We have the honor to be, Sir,. ° 


. . 
e 


Your.most obedient humble servants, 


The Right Honorable Robert Dundas, (Signed) Epwanrp Parry,. 


&e. &e, &e.. Craries Grant, 
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Searet Co ‘et Court, 
13 Jan, 1809, 


Mr. Dundas’s _ 


Letter, 
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No. VI. 


AT A 
SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 


’ Held on Friday, the 18th January, 1809. 


“Letter from the Right Honorable Robert Dundas, dated.the 28th December 
last, to the Chairman and Deputy, in reply to their letter of the 16th December, 
was read, viz. 7 


‘GENTLEMEN, Downing Street, 28th December 1808. 
In-submitting to your consideration such observations as 
have occurred to me on your letter of the 16th instant, itis necessary that you 
should understand them to be merely preliminary, in contemplation of future 
discussions, and by no means as the result of any plan or projected system, matured. 
in concert with His Majesty’s confidential Servants. It will depend on the 
judgment which the Court of Directors may form on the propriety or necessity 
of adhering to the present system of their Indian trade and administration in all 
its parts, whether I shall be enabled to hold out to them any expectation, that 
their application to Parliament for a renewal of the Company’s Charter will meet 
with the concurrence of Government. : 
I shall follow the order adopted in your letter, in respect to the subjects 
which you have particularly mentioned, and shall offer some additional remarks 
on any other important branches of the present system, in wae alterations may 


probably be deemed indispensably necessary. 


ist, Concurring in substance with the proposition contained ‘in the first 
article, I shall not enlarge upon its details. Ihave not-yet heard or read any 
arguments against the .continuance of the system under which the British 
Possessions in India are governed, of sufficient weight to counterbalance the 
practical benefits which have been derived ‘from it, in their increased and 
increasing prosperity, and the general security and happiness,of thejr inhabitants. 
It 
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It is possible that the same effects might have been produced under a government 
immediately dependent on the Crown; but for the attainment of those objects, 
the experiment is, at least, unnecessary, and it might be attended with dangers 
to the Constitution of this Cowntry, which, if they can be avoided, it would be 
~unsyise to encounter, Any alteration, therefore, which may be suggested in this 
part of the system, will probably be only in its details. It may, however, be 
deemed advisable, to extend the controuling authority of the Board of Commis- 
sioners to such proceedings of the Court of Directors in England, as are imme- 
diately connected with the government or revenues of the Company’s territorial 
possessions in India, more especially if the suggestion contained in your fourth 
article should be adopted. 

y od. In the view which I have already taken of the proposition contained 
in the preceding article, it is certainly unnecessary to discuss the question of the 
Company’s right to the permanent possession of the British territories in India. 
It is impossible that’ this right should ‘be relinquished on the part of the Public, 
or that a claim can be admitted on the part of the Company, to the extent which 
has sometimes been maintained, and to which you seem to have adverted in the 
second article. 

3d. It is equally impossible to acquiesce in all the reasoning, though I am 
perfectly willing to concur in the conclusion deduced from it in the third article. 
1 think it very desirable, that no measure should be adopted, in the renewal of 
the Charter, which would have the effect of reducing the value of the capital 
stock of the East-India Company, and that due care should be taken to secure 
their proper share of advantage, in any future amelioration of their affairs ; but 
as the law has regulated the mode in which those affairs, at home and abroad, 
should be administered, I cannot enter into the distinction which is stated in this 
article, and which I have met with on other occasions,‘ as to the equitable claim 
of the Company to any remuneration from the Public, or other benefit, on account 
of wars, or other events which, as represented in your letter, did not originate in 
« the Executive Body of the Company, but proceeded from causes which that 
« Body could not controul.” . , 

It would be premature, in this stage of the discussion, to enter tnto any 
details, as to the proportion of benefit to be derived by the Company or the 


Public, respectively, from any future amelioration in the state of yoyr finances ; 
D and 
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No. V{, and any contingsut expectation of that nature must, at all events, be postponed, 
eran tilla large, partion. of the Indian debt has been discharged. 
my Pans _4th. [he liquidation of that debt is undoubtedly a measure of indispensable 
mnecgsaity, not only to the Company but to the Public? If we were now called 
7 upon to discuss the right of the Public to the territorial revenues which Have 
been obtained in India, either by cession or conquest, it would be impossible to 
relieve the question from the fair claims of the Company and their creditors, to a 
reimbursement of the expences which have been incurred, and the discharge of 
_ the debts which have been contracted, in the acquisition and maintenance of 
those possessions. Entertaining that opinion, and convinced that the liquidation 
of the Indian debt, in the most speedy and effectual mode, would be a measure 
of mutual interest and advantage, I do not suppose that your suggestion in the® 
fourth article would be objected to by Government, provided the necessity, or 
at Jeast the expediency of such an interference, on the part of the Public, is 
made obvious and apparent, and provided, also, that sufficient security is af- 
forded for the punctual payment of the interest, and of an adequate sinking 
fund, for the liquidation of the principal of any sums advanced for that purpose. 
I need not remind you, however, that any such aid from the Public will be un- 
availing, and the relief afforded by it will be temporary and delusive, unless by 
the zealous exertions of your Governments abroad, and the minute and detailed 
investigation and unremitting attention of the Court of Directors, the ordinary 
expenditure in India, including the interest of debt, shall be brought within the 
limit of your annual income. The most sanguine expectations of a result even 
more favorable, and of a large surplus revenue above your ordinary expences in 
timie of peace, have recently been conveyed to you by Lord Minto; but I trust 
that the Court of Directors will not be induced by those hopes, however well 
founded, to relax in their exertions. Every item of those, or any other esti- 
mates, which the Court may exhibit, must be strictly scrutinized and compared 
with the actual results of former years, and with the detailed account of any 
reductions which may have been ordered or carried into effect. 
5th. Ican have no hesitation in acceding, with some limitations, to the 
principle for which you-contend in your fifth article. It is absurd and unreason- 
able to suppose, that the East-India Company, out of their own revenues, can 
long maintain a contest against the power of France, aided by the greater part 
, of 


* 
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of Europe and a large portion of Asia. If the prinéipal theatre.of the war No. VI. 
between European nations is to be transferred to Hindostan, it taust be supperted, = 
toa considerable extent, by European resources ; and if our empire “in, India ‘is Ae Done 
an object worth preserving, this country must contribute to its defence, against : 
~-agy, attack of the description which we have been taught to expect. The 
extratrdinary expences incurred in the necessary preparations for such a warfare, 
or in the actual contest, ought not, in justice, to be imposed as a burthen on the 
Company alone, even if they were able to sustain it. 
6th. I am not aware of any reason for extending the duration of the Charter 
beyond such a limit, as, with the unexpired term, will be equal to the period 
ranted in 1793 ; but J state this merely on the first consideration of the subject : 
"and if the general question is to be diseussed, I shall pay due attention to any 
suggestions which the Court may think it right to offer on that particular point. 
Having thus adverted, at greater length perhaps than was necessary, to the 
various topics-introduced into your letter, 1 shall proceed to state such observations 
as appear to me necessary to be submitted to the consideration of the Court of 
Directors, for the purpose of enabling them finally to decide, whether, under the 
circumstances of the present situation of the Company’s affairs, and of the 
expectations which will probably be entertained by the Public, and sanctioned 
by Government, they will adhere to their intention of applying now to Parliament 
for a renewal of the Company’s Charter. : 
It will readily occur to the Court, that whenever an opportunity is afforded 
of deciding in Parliament on the propriety of continuing in the Company any 
privileges of a commercial nature, it will be important to consider, whether the 
system established by the Act of 1793, for the trade of private individuals between 
Britain and India, has answered the expectations, or fulfilled the intentions of 
the Legislature. It is wholly unnecessary for me, at present, to enter into any 
detail of the various discussions which have taken place on that subject. The 
arguments on both sides of the question must be familiar to the Court, and the 
opinions of those persons who have turned their attention to it have, in all 
probability, been long since fixed and settled : it is fit, therefore, that the Court 
should now understand distinctly, that I cannot hold out to them the exptctation, 
that His Majesty’s Ministers will concur in an application to Parliament for a 
renewal of any privileges to the East-India Company, which will prevent British 
merchants 
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merchants and manufacturers from trading to and from India, and the. other 
countries within the present limits of the Company’s exclusive trade (the domi- 
nicns of the Empire of China excepted), in ships and vessels hired or freighted 
by themselves, instead of being confined, as at present, to ships in the service of 
the Company, or licensed by the Court of Directors, In the detail of ° 
legislative provisions which it might be expedient to enact on this subject, it 
would be absolutely necessary to guard against the abuses which would, arise, 
from facilities thus afforded to persons attempting to settle’ and reside in the 
British territories, without a license from the Company, or without the sanction 
or knowledge of the local Governments. 

There are various other points to which it would also be necessary to pay. 
due attention, not only as being important to the Company and to the’ generat 
trade of the country, but essential to the security and easy ‘collection of the 
public revenue. It would obviously, however, be premature, on this occasion, 
to enter into any further detail, and I have confined myself to a mere statement 
of the general proposition. 

Another point, which would probably be deemed indispensable, is an 
alteration in the military system in India, for the removal of those jealousies and 
divisions, which have unfortunately been too prevalent, between the different 
branches of the military service in that quarter, and which must, at all times, 
be highly prejudicial to the public interest; and for the correction of the 
anomalous system of divided responsibility, which prevails at present in this 
country, in every thing that relates to the military defence of India. The only 
effectual remedy for these evils will, probably, be found in arrangements for 
consolidating your Indian army with the King’s troops, founded upon the plan 
so strongly recommended by Lord Cornwallis, with such modifications as the 
actual constitution of your service may render expedient or necessary. These 
arrangements need not be attended with any alteration in the system of 
promotion now in operation among: the officers of the native branch of the 
service, or with any diminution (they might more probably produce an increase) 
of any other professional advantages which those officers now enjoy; neither 
would tey,-in any degree, interfere with the general authority now possessed 
by the Court of Directors and the Governments in India over all His Majesty’s 
forces sérving in those eparts, or with their controul over all disbursements of a 
military nature. Iam, moreover, not aware of any reason against continuing 

in 
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in the Court of Directors the nomination of all cadets, destined to hold No. VI. 
commissions in the Indian army. ST encaiany 
Having thus stated to you, for the consideration of the Court of Directors, Letter. 
the principal points to whicl? Iwas desirous of drawing their attention upon this 
~agcasion, I have only to assure you, that it will be the earnest desire of His 
May's Government, to suggest to Parliament such a system only, as stall be 
conformable to the principles on which the regulations of 1784 and 1793 were 
founded, as will secure to this kingdom all the benefit that can practicably be 
derived-from its trade with our possessions in India, and to the natives of those 
countries a government, and an administration of laws, suited to their customs, 
habits, and prejudices, and consistent with. the British character, and which shall 
“also be strong and efficient, without adding unnecessarily to the authority of the 
Executive Government at home, or increasing, to. any dangerous extent, the 
influence of the Crown, ; 
. ; ' Fhave the lionor to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
To the Chairman and Deputy Chairman (Signed) Rozart Doxpas. 
of the East-India Company. 





Draft of a proposed letter, in reply, prepared by the Committee of Corres, 
pondence, was also read. ‘ : 

Resolved, That the said draft be taken into. consideration on Tuesday next, 
the 17th instant, 


ee. 


No. VIE. 
ATA 
SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Tuesday, the 17th January, 1809. 


The draft: ofa proposed letter to Mr. Dundas, which was read‘the i3th No. VIL. 
instant, being again read ; ' Secret Court 
Resolved unanimously, That this Court approve the said letter, : 17 Jan. 1809. 
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Chairman & 
Deputy's 
Letter 


Lerrer from the Chairman and Leputy Chairman-to the Bight 
Honorable Robert Dundas, noticed in the preceding Minute., 


Sir, eat East-India House, 13th January 1809. 

ane The letter which you did us the honor to address to us, on the 

28th of last month, on the important subject of a renewal of the Company's 

Charter, has received the most serious consideration of the Court of Directors, 

and we are, by their unanimous resolution, instructed to submit to you. the: 
following answer to it. . 7 

The Court having, in the letter which we had the honor to address to you 
on the. 16th, of last month, thought it sufficient to sketch the outlines of those 
principles and propositions which should, in their opinion, form the .basis of a 
new Charter, and the reply you have been pleased to make to it, declaring the 
same intention of stating observations merely preliminary, and “ not the result 
“of any plan, or projected system, matured in concert with His Majesty’s 
“ confidential Servants,” our present letter will abstain from any discussion of 
minor peints, those especially relating to the proceedings of the Court of Direc. 
tors with servants of the Company returned from India, to which article your 
letter is understood to allude ; and likewise from some other points, connected 
with the exercise of their authority at home, which may be found to require 
revision and modification, Neither .can it be necessary to go now into the 
subject of Indian Expenditure, although it is impossible, after the notice taken 
of it ip your letter, to omit saying, that the Court feel with the liveliest, solici- 
tude, how indispensable it is to reduce that article far below the income, and 
are determined to act accordingly. : 

The attention of the Court will, therefore, be confined, at present, to two 
propositions of the ‘highest importance, contained in your letter; the one sug- 
gesting such an enlargement of the trade of individuals with British India, as 
shall admit into it indiscrjminately the merchants and.the ships of this country; 

and 
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and the other, the transfer of the Company’s Indian army to His Majesty. If 
these propositions had not been accompanied by the declaration with which 
your letter concludes, they would have filled the Court with the deepest concern ; 
but you are pleased to close the whéle of your observations with an assurance, 
that it will be the earnest desire of His Majesty’s Government to suggest to 
e Py iament such a system only, as shall be conformable to the principles on 
which the regulations of 1784 and 1793 were founded, as will secure to this 
kingdom all the benefit that can practicably be derived from its trade with 
our possessions in India, and to the natives of those countries a government 
and an administration of laws; suited to their customs, habits, and prejudices, 
and consistent with the British character, and which shall also be strong and 
2: efficient, without adding unnecessarily to the authority of the Executive 
* Government at home, or increasing, to any dangerous extent, the influence 
of the Crown.” Satisfied, by this declaration, that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment’ understand’ the interests of. this country and of British India too well, to 
intend any alteration that would subvert or endanger the system by avhich those 
vast possessions have been acquired, governed, and improved, and by which 
alone they can be held, to the mutual benefit of their immense population and 
of the paramount state, the Court must, of course, believe, that the propositions 
which have just been quoted, are supposed to be compatible with the conti- 
nuance of that system, or reducible to a consistency with it. . These suppositions 
the Court are now called upon to examine, and they will endeavour to do so 
with the respect due to the authority with which they have to treat, with the 
duty which they owe to their constituents, and with that regard for the interests. 
of their country, which they do not intend, nor feel themselves required to sink, 
in supporting g the integrity of the present Indian system. 

If either of the two propositions, respecting the Indian trade and the Indian 
army, were to be acted upon, in the sense which the terms of it seem obviously 
to convey, the Court have no hesitation ia declaring their decided conviction, 
that it would effectually supercede and destroy, not merely the rights of the 
East India Company, but the system of Indian administration, established by 
the Acts of 1784 and 1793; and with respect to the latter proposition, * for ihe 
transfer of the native army, it appears to be incapable of any modification, 
which would not still make the overthrow of the present system the certain 

consequence 


*4 


« 


a 


“ 


6 


a 


«© 


€ 


3 


as 


No. VIII. 
Chairrosn & 
Deputy’s 
Letter. 


_ No. VHT. 





Chairman & 
Deputy's 
Letter, 


¢ 20 ) 


consequence of it. The Court will take the liberty to state the reasons on which. 
these opiniong are founded, with as much fulness as the bounds of a letter, and 
the dispatch neccssary at this period, will permit, premising only, that in the. 
time and space to which they must novr confine’ themselves, many things, 
belonging to the consideration of both subjects, must be omitted. ~ 

With respect to the Private Trade, the Company are not acawrer 
narrow considerations of commercial profit or commercial jealousy ; and, in fact, 
the Indian trade, as an object of gain, has gradually ceased to be of importance, 


_ either to the Company or to individuals. ‘Lhe admission into it already accorded 


to British residents in India, with the prodigious increase of the cotton manu- 
factures of Europe, the changed circumstances of the European Continent, and 


the almost incessant wars which have prevailed for the last sixteen years (wars 


still without any near prospect of termination) have reduced the value of that. 
trade to a very low point. The Court are actuated by a thorough persuasion, . 
that the unlimited freedom, for which some persons have, of late years, con- 
tended, would have political consequences more injurious to the power of this 
country and of British India, than the advantages anticipated by sanguine minds,. 
from an enlargement of the commerce, could compensate, if those advantages 
were to be realized; and that, moreover, the expectation of such advantages is 
unfounded, resulting from general presumptions, which are contradicted by the 
nature of the Indian people, climate, and productions, and by the experience 
of more than two centuries. 

In any scheme of intercourse, purely commercial, between. this Canny 
and India, the leading objects must be to export. as many as possible of our 
home manufactures, and to impert those commodities, which would either 
beneficially supply our own consumption, or the demand. of other countries, 
European or Transatlantic: and it is, no doubt, imagined by many persons, 
that if the trade to India were perfectly free, these objects could be attained, in. 
a degree extending far beyond its present. scale. The ardour of individual 
enterprize, it will be thought, could fmd: out channels, which the settled routine 
of a Company cannot explore, and: carry on commercial operations more econo- 
mi¢ally ‘and: expeditiously. than suits. with the habits of mouopely, whilst our 
most active rivals in the Indian trade would thus be best counteracted. The: 
present times, it will -also be said, peculiarly. demand new attempts and 


a) 


discoveries in commerce, and His Majesty’s Government may very naturaby 
wish, at such acrisis, to procure fer the country every possibic facility for the 


exertion of its commercial spirit, and the employment of its commercial capital. * 


But before a-change in its prigciple altogether novel, and obviously connected 
with nationaf interests of the highest importance, is adopted, it ought to be 
seen>not only on what rational grounds the expectation of advantages entertained 
from it rests, but to what consequences so material a change might expose the 
country and its Indian dependencies. 

Now, with respect to the benefits supposed to b+ derivable from opening 
the trade with India, itis, in the first place, to be observed, that no material 
enlargement, if any enlargement at all, is to be expected in the exports of our 
fnanufactures to that quarter. The records of the Company, for two centuries, 
are filled with accounts of their endeavours to extend the sale of British products 
in India, and of the little success which has attended them. The French, Dutchs 
sand-other European nations trading thither, have equally failed in introducing the 
manufactures ef Europe there. This was not owing to their trading chiefly in 
the form of Companies: the Americans, who within the last twenty years have 
entered into the Indian commerce, and traded largely, not as a Company, but 
‘by numerous individuals, each pursuing his own scheme in his own way, in 
which course no part of the East is left unexplored, carry hardly any European 
manufactures thither, their chief article for the purchase of Indian goods being 
wsilver; and such has been the state of the trade from Europe to India since the 
time of the Romans. ‘fhis-state results from the nature of the Indian people, 
their climate, and their usages. . The articles of first necegsity their own country 
furnishes, more abundantly and more cheaply than it is possible fur Europe to 
supply them. The labour of the great body of the common people only enables 
-them to subsist .on rice, and to wear a slight covering of cotton cloth; they, 
therefore, can purchase none of the: superfuities we offer. them. The compa- 
atively few in better circumstances, restricted, like the rest, by numerous 
religious and civil customs, of which all are remarkably tenacious, find few of 
our commodities to their taste, and their climate, so dissimilar to ours, renders 
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many of them unsuitable to their use; so that a commerce between thent and’us 


cannot ptoceed far upon the principle of supplying mutual wants. Hence, 
except woollens, in.a very limited degree, for mantles in the cold season, and 
F metalt, 
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Wo. VILL metals, on a scale also very limited, to be worked up by their own artizans for 
ae . the few utensils they need, hardly any of our staple commodities find a vent 
Deputy’s among the Indians ; the other exports which Europe sends to India being chiefly 
Letter. consumed by the European population there, and some of the descendants of 
the early Portuguese settlers, all of whom, taken collectively, form but a small - 
body, in view to any question of national commerce. “~ 

What is here said does not relate only to those parts of India where the 
Company have settlements or factories, but to all the shores that embrace the 
Indian Seas, from the Gulfs of Persia ahd Arabia to the Eastern Archipelago. 
Many advocates for a free trade may suppose, that in so vast a range, numerous 
positions, favourable for the vent of European commodities, are still unexplored; ° 
but they are not aware, that in the British settlements, which themselves extenat 
on the west to Cambay, and on the east to China, there are a number of mer- 
chants, native and European, who carry on what is called the coasting trade of 
India, with great spirit, sending their ships to every mart, insular or continental, 
where any profitable commodities can be either sold or bought. At all those 
marts, European commodities have been tried by the enterprize of individuals, 
The little demand that has been found for them has been supplied ; and resi- 
dents, settled in India, can carry into such parts the trade in European com- 
modities, which it is now open to them to receive from this country, with more 
facility and advantage thay merchants settled in England. 

To these facts and observations, arising from the nature and circumstances 
of the people and countries of India, one remarkable argument may be added, 
furnished by our own experience at home. In the Charter of 1793, provision 
was made for the export of British manufactures to India, by any individuals who 
might choose to embark in that trade. The Company were required to find them 
tonnage toa certain extent, which has always been allotted at a raie of freight 
cheaper outward, as well as for the returns, than the Company themselves pay, 
or as the Court think, than private ships could turnish it. . But, in all the-time 
that has elapsed since, very few applications, and these to a small extent, have 
been made, for leave to export the woollens, metals, and other staples of this 
country, on private account, the chief applications having been for the freight 
of wine, for the consumption of Europeans: and this is not properly a British 
production, nor is it so much an increase in the trade, as a transfer of it to the 
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private merchants from the commanders and officers of the Company's ships, 
part of whose advantage used to arise from being the carriers of this commodity. 

All these circumstances, to which other corroborations might be added, the 

Court trust will fully evinde, that the entire opening of the Indian trade to the 
merchants of this country, would not, in reality, extend in ‘any considerable 
degte, if at all, the consumption of British manufactures. 

Let it be inquired, in the next place, whether the adoption of so great a 
change in our Indian system, would be followed by the discovery of such new 
and valuable productions of the East, as would serve materially to augment the 
trade of this country with the Continents of, Europe and America; for, with 
regard to the supply of our home consumption of Indian commodities, it cannot 

“be asserted, that the importations already made by the Company and individuals 
do. not abundantly suffice for it, or may not, at any time,, be extended to the 
exigencies of the market; in which, it may be, noted, that a preference is given 
to.the cotton and silk manufactures of our own country, and to some of the 
tropical productions brought from our West Indian Colonies. Nor can it be 
asserted, that new adventurers in the Eastern trade, fitting out from Great. 
Britain, could, with any profit to themselves, furnish the home consumption on 
cheaper terms than it is now supplied ; for both the Company, and British 
individuals resident in India, -pust have an advantage over such adventurers in 
the provision of goods there (British residents in the freight also), and yet, of 
late, the great Indian staple of cotton piece goods has been a losing article in 
this country. 4 : : : 

Now, as to the productions of India valuable for foreign commerce, the 
trade of Europeans, of different nations, to all parts of it, in the course of the 
last three centuries, may well be presumed to have left little for discovery in that 
way. The Portuguese, who, in their early time, spread themselves along all 
the shores of the East, explored every considerable part of it, and they were 
followed by the Dutch, English, and French Companies, with their numerous, 
establishments, some of which extended inland to the Upper India. But the 
modern European merchants, resident in the East, who have long been the chief 
navigators and adventurers in what is called the coasting trade, have béceme well 
acquainted with the commercial capacity of every region washed by the Indian 
Seas ; so that many countries supposed here to be litjle known, because little 
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No. VIII. visited by the ships of Europe, are familiar to them, and whatever articles those 
Ges g: countries furnish, valuable for the commerce of the West, are already conveyed,* 

Depwy's turough the medium cf private or foreign trade, to Europe. 

Lotter. ‘fhe chicf commedities suited to the European market, which India has 
hitherto been found to produce, are spices, pepper, drugs, sugar, coffee, raw 
silk, saltpetre, indige, ‘raw cotton, and above all, cotton manufactures of engu- 
lar beauty and in endless variety. These last have, as already intimated, formed, 
from time immemorial, the grand staple of India; but from the rise and excel- 
lence of similar manufactures in Europe, particularly in our own country, and 
from the general impoverishment which wars and revolutions have brought upon 
the Continent of Europe, with the ebstructions opposed, im much the greater 
part of it, to our commerce, the consumption of the fine fabricks of India haf 
considerably decreased, and it is not likely that it can be restored to its former 
standard. Spices; sugar, and coffee, have been furnished chicAy from’ the 
Moluccas and Java, Dutch islands not in our possession, nor, in a commercial 
view, wortlr the expense of conquering and keeping them. The cinnamon of 
Ceylon, now ours, may be brought, in sufficient quantity for the ‘supply of all 
Europe, in one or two of the Company’s ships. - Pepper is a very losing article. 
Sugar has been, of late, imported from our territories ; but the necessary expense 
of conveyance from so greaya distance, prevents it from being profitable, and it 
can be much encouraged only at the expense of our West-India colofies. Raw- 
silk and indigo, now produced in great perfection. in Bengal afd its depen- 
dencies, have been brought to that state, by the expense incurred, and the 
support afforded by the Company. Both are articles occupying little space, in 
proportion to their value. The factories where the former is collected and 
prepared are in the hands of the Company, who have, in the course of many 
years, established them with great labour and éxpence. They can furnish not 
only all the raw-silk this country requires, but much for the consumption of the 
Continent, if it was possible to bring it there inte competition with the raw- 
silk of Etaly, and the tonnage already employed by the Company is quite suffi- 
cient for, its importatien from India. The indigo produced in Bengal and the 
adjacent ‘Provinces is equal, probably, to three-fourths of the demand of all 
Europe, and may easily be raised to the whole demand; but the manufacture 
of this article is entirely; and the trade in it chiefly, in the bands of individuals, 

who 
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who need and require no shipping from this country, except what the Company No. Vill. 
provide, to convey to Europe, all that Europe can consume of it. Saltpetre, éittmane te 
furnished only from Bengals is, for political reasons, prohibited to foreigners, and — Depaty's 
exported exclusively in the ships of the Company: for the same*reasons, it could Ester, 
rieveg be prudent to allow the private ships of this country to carry it away at 
pleasure. Where then is the scope for the admission of new shipping and new 
adventurers, without limitation, into the trade of India with Great-Britain? 

In general, it may be observed, that the commodities which have hitherto come 

from that country, in a state prepared for use, such as the great staple of cotton 

piece goods, being articles of luxury, can have only a limited consumption, and 
ethat the demand for them could not be encreased, at all in proportion to the 

number of new competitors that should enter into the trade, The same may 

be said of all kinds of spices and drugs, which, from their nature, have a limited 
consumption ; and, with regard to the important articles of raw-silk and indigo, 

which require a further preparation before they are used, there is already abun- 

dant provision made for their vmportation, to the utmost extent of demand, 

_ There remains then to be considered, of all the commodities above enume- 

rated, only the raw material of cotton; and to this may be added another, of 

high importance, which India is in time likely to produce abundantly, namely, 

hemp. Now, with respect to the former of these, the Company have formerly 
imported it, and permitted ptivate merchants to do so; but it was found, that 

the cotton of India could not enter into competition with that produced nearer 

home, in the Brazils, the West-Indies, and North America. Of late, since the 
interruption of our trade with the last mentioned country, the Company have 
themselves commissioned cotton from India, and have been willing to encourage 
individuals to export it from thence; but that it can support a competition with 

the cotton of Georgia, when the American embargo is taken off, or become an 

article of extensive demand in this country, supplied with it from so many nearey 
quarters, is not very likely. The culture of hemp in India is yet in its infancy. 

A change in the circumstances of Europe may check it ; but if it is not checked, 

years must elapse, before the quantity produced can form a consideralslg artécle 

of exportation, And with regard to botl these commodities of cotton and 

hemp, it is to be observed, first, that cargoes for Europe cannot be composed 

of them only, some other, more ponderous for its bulk, being necessary for dead 
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No. VIII. weight, and sugar, almost the only article of this nature that India can supply, 
——— _ must generally be rather a losing one: secondly, it is to be observed, that the 
ber anal private ships ready to be employed in India, must be abundantly sufficient for 
Letter, the supply of all the tonnage that can be required for these articles, which could 
hardly absorb any very large amount of capital. Thus, then, it is also apparent, 
that the country and productions of India afford no new field of importance for 

the commercial enterprize of the merchants of Great Britain. 

But were it indeed otherwise, where, in the present circumstances of the 

“ European Continent, could new commodities, imported into this country from 
India, find a vent, when many of those already made, and of articles which 
the Continent used to take off, remain in our warehouses? And hence may ap-¢ 
pear the inapplicability of that argument, which has sometimes been urged in 
favour of enlarging, or rather opening the Indian trade to individuals, “ that 
“* they should be allowed to bring home the surplus produce of India which the 
“ Company did not require.» There can be no room for additional importa- 
tions, when the ordinary scale proves too large. But in the use of this plausible 
plea, respecting surplus produce, there was always a great fallacy. It seemed to 
imply, that there was a stock of commodities in India which continually re- 
‘mained undisposed of, whereas nothing is more evident, than that the produc- 
tions of any country will be regulated by the demand, and that no agriculturists 
or manufacturers will go on from year to year to produce that for which they 
have no sale. The term, as connected with the Company, might also convey 
the idea, that ¢hey were the only purchasers in the country ; whereas, at that very 
time, British residents and foreign nations had the privilege of exporting goods 
to the western world, and there was a great coasting and internal trade from one 
part of India to another. But the argument for permitting individuals to ex- 
port the surplus produce, included fully, though not professedly, the principle of 
transplanting British capital to India, in order to raise produce there; a principle 
which, it may be thought, this country has already carried sufficiently far in its 
other distant dependencies, and which could not be applied to India without 
political «consequences. 

But it has been alledged, that the refusal of the Company to make a con- 
cession, which appeared,to them to be claimed on unsound premises, and to be 
pregnant with danger, threw that trade, which might have been brought into 

the 
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the Thames, into the hands of foreigners, particularly the Americans, whose 
great progress in the Indian trade, of late years, has been charged to an erroneous 
policy on the part of the Company. Nothing can be more mistaken than the 
whole of this statement. Several European nations having from the native sove- 
réigas of India the right of possessing settlements and carrying on trade there, a 
right which we had confirmed, we could not interrupt the exercise of it whilst 
they remained at peace with us; nor, therefore, divert from them whatever por- 
tion of the trade their means enabled them to embrace. And, with respect to 
the Americans, they owe their advancement and success in the Indian trade to 
the treaty made with them by our Government in 1794, to the belligerent state 
.0f Europe since that time, and, above all, to the neutral character they possessed, 
which enabled them to navigate more cheaply, more expeditiously, as well as 
mofe safely than our merchants or the Company could, and to supply many parts 
of the European Continent and of South America, to which our ships had no 
accéss. These, with the increase of the consumption of eastern, commodities 
among themselves, are the true causes of the growth of the American trade with 
India; and even the abolition of the Company’s privileges would not have trans- 
ferred the share they acquired of it to our merchants, because it could not have 
lessened the advantages under which the Americans then carried it on, nor haye 
gained us either the supply of their internal demand, or admission to many ports 
which were open to them, What the Company could do, in the way of regula. 
tion, to reduce the inequality between the American. traders and our owa mier- 


chants, you know, Sir, was effected, as soon after the expiration of the treaty of 


1794 as His Majesty’s Government thought expedient. 

Among the speculations of the present day, the idea may perhaps be sug- 
gested, of carrying the productions of India directly to the ports of Portuguese 
and Spanish America; and eagerness for relief from the pressure which our 
commerce now fecls, may be ready to make so great a sacrifice of the navigation 
laws, But such a measure would essentially exclude the mother country from 
being the medium and emporium of our Indian trade ; and whilst it served to 
enrich India, rather than Britain, would facilitate the progress of the former to 
independence. If, however, so dangerous an innovation were not adopted into 
our commercial code, it is altogether probable that English ships, admitted with- 
‘out limitation into the Indian Seas, would take the liberty of sailing to those 
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markets which would be thought the most promising 5*so that, in effect, tie 
opening of the Indian trade would be not solely or chiefly for this country alone, 
but for other, perhaps for all parts of the world. _ © 

Having thus shewn, that the opening of the Indian trade to the subjects 
of Great Britain could not materially increase, either the export of the marma- 
factures of this country, or its comimerce in the productions of India, it will 
next be proper to consider, what the effects of the proposed change would be 


_ upon the East-fndia Company and upon British India. 


And, in the first place, it would, in substance and in form, entirely abolish 
the qualified monopoly which the Company still enjoys of the Indian trade. 
The admission of all private merchants, at their pleasure, and of their ships,- 
into that trade, would make it as perfectly free as the trade to our American or 
West-Indian colonies. There would, as to India, be an end of all exclusive 
privilege of trade. This would not be any modification of the Act of 1793, 
but an essential departure from it. That act permittted only the export of 
British manufactures, and intended only to provide for the returns to them, and 
for the remiltance, in goods, of British fortunes from India ; both on the ships of 
the Company. ‘The proposed measure must, in the nature of it, make the trade 
from India not merely a vehicle for the remittance of fortunes acquired there, 
or the produce of British manufactures, but a general trade; and what is a 
still more radical change, instead of a limited amount of tonnage not incompa- 
tible with the Company’s system, it admits all ships, without any limitation, or 
option on the part of the Company : it throws all India open to those ships, 
and thus sets aside the Company from being the sole channel and medium of the 
trade, through their own shipping, or shipping engaged by them, which com~ 
pletely divests them of the last remnant of exclusive privilege in that trade, 

It would be no argument to say, that in atrade, by which they now gain 
little, they might admit, without much sacrifice, the rest of the commercial 
world to share. The loss of the Indian monopoly, such as it was left by the 
Act of 1793, would lead, by no slow process, to the entire subversion of the 
Company, both in their commercial and political capacity, and of that system 
which the Legislature has appointed for the government of British India, of 


which system the Company forms an iniegral and essential part. 
If 
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If the Iadian trade were thrown open, ships would, at first no doubt, swarm No, VILL 
into it, and there would be 2 ruinous competition in the markets, both abroad = <== 
and at home. Goods would be enhanced in cost there, as well’as deteriorated penta 

in quality: the selling prices at home, already too low, reduced still lower, and Letter. 
the market overstocked. This was the effect, in some measure, produced by 
throwifig open the trade in the time of Oliver Cromwell, who, after the expe- 
rience of a few years, revived the Company. The same effect followed from 
the collision of the Old and New Companies, in the beginning of the last 
century, which forced them to unite, and their union received the sanction of 
Government. It is not sufficient to say, on this head, that increased demand 
abroad will produce increased supply, and the diminished price of goods at home 
increase the sales, so that things will, at length, in both countries, find their due 
level. From the nature of the Indians and their division into castes, it is not 
so easy among them, as in Europe, to meet an increased demand by increased 
production ; and it is still less easy, when they can subsist by furnishing things of 
low or ordinary quality, to make them aim at excellence, which the supposition 
of increased sales at home would require. But of such an increase, in’ the 
present and prospective state of the trade in Indian imports, enough has been 
above said to shew the improbability ; and before that supposition could, in any 
case, be realized, the ruin of the parties immediately embarked in the trade (a 
trade so distant, requiring large capitals, and making slow returns) might be 
completed, with the ruin also of the Company, whose establishments would have 
been deranged by this great change. If the change itself did not occasion the 
fall vf the Company, the disappointments which the private adventurers could 
not fail to experience would, by them, be charged to the influence of the 
remaining privileges of the Company, and they would not rest until the whole 
were extinguished. But it may be observed here, and it is an observation which 
might be urged more formally and fully, that although the Company have the 
justest claim to those territories, which the powers yested in them by the laws 
of this land, the ability of their servants, and the hazards they have enc6yntered, 
have enabled them to acquire, and that this right was never questioned, until the 
acquisitions, and consequently the merit of making thgm, became great ; yet 
that, ina more peculiar sense, all the principal marts and factories of British 
- Indiaare their property, acquired in their purely commercial period, cither with 
H their 
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No. VIII, their money or by grants from the native princes of the country, and that the 
—— power of admitting settlers and traders to them strictly belongs to the Company. 

ela A One part ‘of the present system, and a beneficial one for all parties, is to 
Letter. have only one place of sale for Indian goods, that is London ;.to make a} sales 
by public auction at stated periods, and these sales to be regulated and conducted 

by the Company. With the proposed enlargements, it would seem hardly pos- 

sible to continue that practice. Different towns would have their own sales, at 

their own times. Individuals might frequently chuse te dispose of their goods 

by private bargain. The general resort of buyers which the sales were wont td 

bring to London, a resort often productive of other commercial spéculationg, 

would thus be at an end; and the benefit derived from public auction, when 

that was the sole mode, would be lost, in the midst of many private sales and 
competitions ; but to dispose of the goods of the Company by private negocia- 

tion, might.open a door to many abuses, which would render that mode totally 
unsuitable for their business. The Company, with such a competition, could 

not go on to purchase the goods of India. With the cessation of their Indian 

trade, their-Indian subordinate factories, which have been reared in the course 

of more than a century, and which are the seats of the best manufactures produ- 

ced in the country, must be abandoned, and all the commercial branch of their 

civil servants be thrown out of employ. Their purchases of goods at home, 

for the Indian market, must also ceases with the circulation of money which has 

enabled them to support their credit in England, and to provide for the payment 

of bills, which it has been long and necessarily the practice to draw on them 

from India ; a practice which, under such a change of circumstances, could not 

be continued: and, in general, the great aid which the political affairs of British 

India have, at all times, derived from the commercial credit and resources of the 
Company, with the reciprocally bencficial co-operation of the different parts of 

the Company’s system, must thus be destroyed. In like manner, the Company 

must cease to employ the numerous class of excellent ships they have engaged for 

the Indian trade, ships constructed for warlike defence as well as for commerce, 

and rendered expensive only, by being necessarily destined and fitted for the 
performance of political services. Those ships the Company have contracted to 
employ for the term of their duration: there is a large capital embarked in them, 

and they can be employed in no other way than in that for which they were built. 

When 


( 31 ) 


When they can no longer be kept up, the means of conveyance they have hither- No. VIE. 
to so well afforded for troops, and the large supplies of naval-and military stores = —— 
annually sent to India, must be lost. : eee 
But there is no reason to believe the evils would end here. The monopoly — Letter. 
of the China trade, which it is proposed to continue, would not be safe. 
Britisl? ships, when permitted to range at pleasure through the Indian seas, 
however interdicted from that trade, would attempt to participate in it either by- 
resorting to it as the country ships do, under color of carrying on the coasting 
trade, or by other means obtaining teas, and the other productions of China, at 
he most convenient Indian ports. Love of gain, disappointments in other ways, 
the hope of impunity, would stimulate their conductors to break through re- 
sirictions imposed in this country. British subjects, who now navigate the Indian 
Seas, sail from some one of our established settlements there, and are amenable 
~ to the laws of it: it would not be so with men having no domicile ip India, In 
ranging the numerous islands and coasts of the Eastern Seas, where they would be 
unknown, and whence they could not be followed to England by complaints, 
the probability of impunity might tempt them to commit upon the weak natives, 
accustomed to repose confidence in Englishmen, acts of injustice and licentious- 
ness, ‘which would wound the national character, raise complaints throughout 
India, and set the people against us. In this manner the Portuguese formerly 
rendered themselves odious in the East, and contributed to the downfall of their 
own power. In China, where the effects of such a spirit would be most to ‘be 
feared, we could exercise no authority, sufficient to controul men not within the 
reach of the Indian Governments, or to defeat their schemes and associations for | 
eluding the laws. Practice would embolden them, and time increase their 
_ numbers., It is hardly conceivable they would not venture upon irregularities 
which would: offend the Chinese Government, who, whilst the delinquents 
escaped to England with impunity, would doubtless take satisfaction. of. the 
national factory; and the pride and jealousy of that goreinnenty alarmed by 
repeated: instances of this nature, from the desultory visits of a new® order of 
Englishmen, insubordinate to the representatives of the nation, might determine 
to dismiss the whole together. If this extreme case be not supposed, which 
however is too probable and too momentous in its consequences to be hazardcd, 
can it be doubted, that whilst the duties on tea continue’ at even the fourth 
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partof what they are at present, private English ships adventuring to the eastern 
seas will not, by means of country vessels and intermediate ports, if by no other 
means, procure’teas, and revive the practice of smuggling them into this king- 
dom? The consequence seems inevitable, and the ships of our own coyntry, 
especially if allowed to chuse their port of discharge, as the proposed change 
seems to require, would have facilities, which those of foreign Europe or America 
could not command. In these ways, the China monopoly of the Company, 
reduced in its profits, would be rendered likewise insecure, and in the end 
untenable ; and the noble fleet of ships, employed in that trade by the Company, 
must be also laid aside. How the immense revenue, ndw derived by Governr 
ment from the very high duties on tea, could, under such circumstances, be 
realized, or a substitute found for them, may be an important, and, te all 
appearance, a most difficult subject of enquiry. 

But a more serious consequence than all these would still remain. A free 
trade to India would, unavoidably, draw after it the residence of numerous and 
continually increasing Europeans there, whatever prohibitions might, at first, 
be opposed to their settling in the country. When all restraint to the importa- 
tion of ships.and goods is taken off, men must be allowed to follow their pro- 
perty, and to remain at the place where they land it till they have disposed of it: 
they must be allowed to navigate the Incian Seas, and to return to the same 
place when their business calls them: they will thus, insensibly, and with hardly 
reasonable grounds for opposition, domiciliate themselves; nor would an 
unsuccessful trade prevent them, but many would seek to indemnify themselves 
on shore for their losses by the voyage. The instances of such settlements -will 
be numerous, and it will be impossible for any police to follow up the cases of 
individuals, and continually to exercise a rigorous system of exclusion, _ This has 
not hitherto been done, though attended with comparatively little difficulty ; 
and the attempt would soon, under the new order of things, be abandoned as 
hopeless. Colonization must, in such case, follow. Large communities of 
Europeans will struggle for popular rights: new feelings with respect to the 
mother country, new interests and attachments will then spring up; and in a 
region so remote, so yich and populous, and so accustomed to yield to the 
ascendancy of the European character, the tendency and process of these things 
cannot be difficult to conceive. 

With 
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With the prospect of all these consequences, commercial and political, 
before the Court, it is impossible that they, as faithful guardians of the interests 
committed to their care, or as gen truly solicitous for the welfare of their country, 
which they profess themselves to be, can advise their constituents to seek a 
renewal of their Charter, on conditions which would despoil it of all its solid 
advantages; deprive the Company of their most valuable privileges, and inca- 
pacitate them from performing, for themselves and the nation, the part hitherto 
assigned to them in the Indian system. Such a further enlargement of the 
Indian trade, in favor of individuals, as may be compatible with the preservation 
of these essential objects, the Court will, in present circumstances, certainly be 
“disposed to recommend. They will be ready to enter into a serious inquiry 
concerning the concessions which may be made, without trenching upon the 
principles established by the Act of 1793; and they trust that the justice and 
wisdom .of His Majesty's Ministers will not require the Company to make 
essential sacrifices, for the sake of giving to the Public what would, after all, 
be more an ideal than a real benefit, and be, in other respects, productive of 
incalculable disadvantages. 

The other important. proposition which is next to be considered, is the 
transfer of the Indian Army to the King. The reasons ‘assigned for this propo- 
sition are, that an end may be put to the jealousies and divisions which have 
too much prevailed, between the officers of His Majesty’s army and those 
employed by the Company, and that the responsibility in the country, of provid- 
ing for ‘the military defence of India, may be ascertained and strengthened. 

Fhe Indian army is the main instrument by which the Company have 
acquired and retained the territorial possessions they have added to the British 
Empire. The people of those countries submitted more easily to an authority 
exercised by means of a body formed from among themselves. We fought 
battles and governed provinces as the native powers did; and our new subjects, 
undisgusted with the sight of a foreign conquering army, supposed the govern+ 
ment te continue substantially the same, and the principal change to be in the indi- 
viduals who exercised it. The constitution and character which this Indian army 
has acquired, have been the subject of just admiration. “These have been owing, 
essentially, to the happy mixture of bravery and generosity, of firmness and 
kindness, exercised towards the Sepoys by their European officers. The superior 
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lights and energy of the European character have directed the powers and conci- 
liated the prejudices of the native troops; but it was because the officers knew 
the people and their prejudices well. ‘These offiders had been trained up 
among them from an early age: the nature, the usages, and the language of ‘the 
natives, were become familiar to them ; and the natives, remarkably the creatures 
of habit, in-return, from being accustomed, became attached to them. Without 
such knowledge, however, on the part of the officers, they might every day have 
revolted the minds of so peculiar a race, and have alienated them from our 
service and government. 

An Indian military education, from an early age, is essential to the forma- 
tion of a good Sepoy officer, and gradual rise in the service by seniority, is ne. 
less indispensable. In this way, the Indian army has been constituted and 
rendered eminently efficient ; and all measures, tending to change or weaken 
the constituent parts of this fabrick, are to be deprecated. When, excepting a 
few regiments of European artillery. and infantry, ‘the whole military. force of 
British India was composed of Sepoy corps, the officers of that army, of course, 
possessed entire the emoluments and advantages which the service afforded. 
The introduction of European troops from His Majesty’s army into India altered 
this state of things. Young officers, of no Indian experience; who had ob-: 
tained their commissions by purchase, took rank of men of long and -tried, 
service : the King’s officers were thought to come in, also, ‘for too large a.share. of. 
employments and advantages. To redress the complaints which the Company's 
officers made of supercessions and partialities, and to give them a better share of 
the benefits of ‘the service, was the leading object of Lord Cornwallis’s Military 
Plan of 1794, and with him a principal motive for proposing to transfer the, 
Indian army to the King, no other practicable means: having then occurred to 
him. But the object was, in substance, attained by the Military Regulations of 
1796, passed in concert with His Majesty’s Government, without that transfer, 
of which his Lordship did not revive the idea on his Jast return to India, those. 
regulations having given increased rank and retiring pay to the. officers of the 
Compaay’s army. The. causes of complaint, however, did Dot entirely cease. 
To avoid the collision of authorities, the Company had adopted the usage of - 
appointing the Commamler in Chief of the King’s troops, also their Commander in 
Chief; and one consequence of this has been, that the Company’s officers, 
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resident from’ early youth in India, possessing little induence in England, wn- 
known to officers of high ragk in His Majesty’s service, have thought themselves 
treated with less favour and distinction, than younger officerse of that service 
recently arrived, but better patronized. You know, Sir, that there have been’ 
instances of this sort, which the Court, with the sanction of your Board, have 
interpased to repress: but as long as the British force in India is made up of two! 
armies, so differently constituted, with so large a portion of King’s officers, the 
whole commanded by generals of His Majesty's service, there will, probably, 
be real or apprehended ground for the like complaints. They do not arise 
because one army has the honour to belong to His Majesty and the other serves 
the Company, but because the constitution of the two armies are radically different, 
and must continue so, whether the armies are under one head or two. The 
Indian army cannot be maintained without officers attached to it from | an early 
age, and rising by seniority.: Frequent changes of King’s regiments ‘serving in 
India, and the consequent frequent arrival of young men, promoted’in them by 
purchase, cannot be avoided: the former class will be comparatively unknown’ 
to the King’s commanders, the latter will have among them the connections of 
those commanders, or of men of influence in England. It is not difficult to see, 
therefore, to which side the exercise of military patronage will lean; and to 
prevent causes of complaint, and to keep the balance even, must be an important 
object in the Government of India. It does not seem the way to effect this, to 
put the Indian army wholly in the power of the Commander in Chief. It is of 
the partiality of that station of which the Company's officers have sonietimes 
complained ; and the Court see no reason whatever to suppose, that their jealousy 
and dissatisfaction would be removed, by putting them entirely under its control: 
and, indeed, by placing two armies, of such different races and so differently 
constituted, under the same master, it would seem difficult to avoid attaching the 
idea of permanent inferiority to that which was Indian. Nor is ita thing to be 
taken for granted, that the Sepoys, so much, as already observed; under the 
influence’of habit, would chuse to be transferred from that service to w bich they 
have been always accustomed, to one of which they have little experience, and 
that experience not always of a.conciliatory kind. To place the officers of the 
Indian army wholly under that authority of which they have-hitherto complained, 
does not certainly appear to be the way to render them easv. It might, on the 
* contrary, 
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contrary, lead to serious discontent; and though the Court would: be far from 
countenancing that spirit among their officers, or yielding to any irregular exer- 
tion of it, yet it must be said, on the other hand, that those officers are a body. 
of men who have deserved too well of the Company and their country, to have 
real causes of discontent ; and that it would be impolitic to adopt any system, 
likely to generate such causes, either among them or the men they command. 
_ With regard to the other reason assigned for the proposed change, the Court 
beg leave to observe, in the first place, that they do not perceive the necessary 
connection between the inconvenience which is alleged, and the remedy sug- 
gested for it; since, if it were true that the question of responsibility in Eng- 
land, respecting the appointment of Commander in Chief, fay ander: an obscu 
rity and uncertainty detrimental to the public service, it does not appear to follow 
that the Indian army ought to be transferred to the King, to remedy this defect. 
But, in the humble apprehension of the Court, no obscurity hangs over that 
question. The appointment of Commanders in Chief of the King’s forces there 
rests with His Majesty, and the officer chosen by him will, by virtue of his com- 
mission, generally command the Company's army on service. The appointment 
of Commanders in Chief for the Company’s army is placed, by law, in the: first 
instance, in the Court of Directors, but with a power vested in His Majesty to 
annul such appointments. This necessarily points to an agreement between His 
Majesty’s Government and the Court of Directors, in respect to those appoint- 
ments, and the Court are not aware, that they have, on any occasion, used the 
shase of power left to them by this arrangement, for the exercise of which they 
feel that they are responsible, to the prejudice of the public service. They must, 
at the same time, humbly express their opinion, that the aw, as it now stands, 
is wisely conceived, since it does not halve the responsibility, but double it, 


.making both His Majesty’s Government and the Court of Directors fully an- 


swerable for the appointment of the Company’s Commanders in Chief: and if iss 
should still be said, that, in point of fact, the selection of a Commander in Chief 
for His Majesty's forces may be rendered difficult, by reluctance, on the part of 
the Court, to accept of the same officer for the command of the Company's army, 
it may be ju:tly replied, that they make a sacrifice to the public interest, in agree- 
ing that the Commandef in Chief of His Majesty’s shall also be the Company’s ; 
and when he is not only to command their army, but expects to be made a 


Member 


ce 


Member of their civil and political Government, it cannot be deemed unrea-’ 


sonable, that they should possess the right of satisfying themselves as to his com- 
petency for filling those high” offices: neither is it, as they think, to be shewn 
trom theoretical reasoning, or by an appeal to facts, that the service will suffer, 
or has suffered, by their assertion of this right. 

But the strongest objections of the Court to the proposed transfer arise from 
political considerations. They conceive the continuance of the Indian army in 
the hands of the Company to be essential to the administration of the civ‘l, 
financial, and political affairs of British India, according to the present system. 
The Company’s Government has hitherto been respected, both by its own 
tubjects and foreign powers, because it possessed a great military force. Orga- 
nizing this force, enlarging or reducing it at pleasure, appointing its officers, 
rewarding merit, punishing the unworthy, providing for the comfortable retire- 
ment of the veteran soldier and officer, and, in short, exercising all the func- 
tions of a governing power over a very numerous body of men of high military 
spirit, it has possessed all the respectability and the benefit of their attachment 
and fidelity. Looking upon the Members of the civil Government and the 
body of civil servants as belonging to the. same master with themselves, and as 
the first order in the state, they have paid a willing obedience to their authority, 
and have thereby upheld their internal administration and their consequence 
abroad, The introduction of certain King’s regiments has been under- 
stood, as it was intended, to be- merely in support of the public interest 
under the existing system: but if the Company were to be divested of the 
whole of their military force and power ; if they were to be no longer, masters of 
asingle regiment, no longer capable of entertaining any soldiers nor of giving 
one subaltern’s commission ; if the immense body of men, who have so long 
looked up to-them, were to be transferred from them, the people must consider 
their power as fallen and drawing rapidly to a close. Continuing still to their 
Governments.a general coniroul oyer the employment of the army, and to their 
civil servants the internal administration of their affairs, would give the people 
no assurance to the contrary. Those servants, in the discharge of their differtnt 
functions of judges, magistrates, collectors, could not expect the same respect 
and support, either from. public opinion or the attachment of the native troops, 
as when all looked to the same head for protection, patronage, and reward. 
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Indeed, to make so wide aseparation of the military from the civil power; to 
take away the organization, the interior regulation, and with these, the patronage 
of the army, from the local Government; :to place all those powers in the hands 
of the Commander-in-Chief, subject only, in the exercise of them, to an 
authority at the distance of half the globe, would throw the means and the 
temptation of a dangerous ascendancy into the scale of the military departinent, 
which constituted by His Majesty, might easily be led to slight the civil servants 
of a meaner master, and their chance of distant redress. Among the natives of 
India it has been usual to consider the military power, and those possessing it, 
as pre-eminent ; and they see, in some examples of the present day, ¢hat power, 
under the idea of assisting the civil and political administration, actually 
controuling it. The Company’s Government, in short, lowered and over- 
shadowed in this way, would not, in the opinion of the Court, continue to possess 
the authority necessary for the proper administration of the affairs of that great 
empire ; and it might then be conceived, that a further change only could 
supply what was defective. 

But this is not the only way in which the measure in question appears to 
the Court to be pregnant with danger. It proposes to place in the entire disposal 
of the Crown, a regular army, amounting to one hundred and forty thousand 
men, commanded by above three thousand European officers, having a great variety 
of places of honor and emolument ; and all the vast patronage attaching to such 
an army (saving the nomination of cadets) would, mediately or immediately, be 
under the influence or controul of some of the Members of His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, This would be a signal departure from the spirit and letter of the Acts 
of 1784 and 1793, a professed principle of which was, that the Indian patron- 
age, civil and military, should be kept entirely out of the hands of the servants 
of theCrown, It is not for the Court to enlarge upon a propositieg so.momen- 
tous ; but they beg leave, with the utmost deference, to state, that they would 
deem it a dereliction of their duty, to which no consideration could induce them 
to submit, to recommend any measure of this description to the adoption of their 
constiteénts. Knowing however, Sir, your concern for the. promotion of the 
public interest, a concern which we have frequently witnessed, the Court. still 
flatter themselves, that-the consideration of the renewal of the-Company’s Char- 
ter, a measure which they believe to be for the interest of the nation as well as 
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of the Company, will: go on without your insisting on this proposition, or any No. VIII. 


further on the other which has been above discussed, than may be really compa- |, = 
a s : th A Chairman & 
tible with the preservation of thg present Indian system. Depnty’s 


We have the honor to be, Sir, Letter. 
Your most obedient humble servants, 
(Signed) ~ Epwarp Parry, 
Cuaryes Grant. 
The Right Honorable Robert Dundas, 
&c, &¢. &c. 








No. IX.. 


AT A 


SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, 
The 28th February 1809. 


The Chairman and Deputy Chairman reported to the Committee, that in No, IX. 
consequence of an invitation from the President of the Board of Commissioners, —— 
they had yesterday an interview with him, in which he discoursed with them on Gane ; 
the present state of the negotiation for the renewal of the Company’s Charter, 28 Feb. 1809. 
He inquired, in the first place, whether the Company would have occasion to 
apply to the Public for pecuniary aid in the course of the present year. To this. 
inquiry the Chairman and Deputy answered, that from an estimate lately made 
up of the Company’s receipts‘and payments, till the month of January 1810, it. 
appeared probable they might be able to do without any public assistance till 
that period ; but that this cozld not be positively affrmed by the Chairs without 
further and more certain investigation. Mr. Dundas then said, that if the 
Company were not under a necessity of coming to Parliament this séSsion 6n 
the score of their-finances, he thought it would be expedient to delay the agita- 
tion of the subject of the Charter in.Parliament till negt session, because the 
Committee of the House of Commons for inquiring into the state of the Compa- 
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ny’s affairs, recently re-appointed, being about to examine into all the great 
branches of those affairs, which would necessarily engage the public attention 
on the renewal of the Charter, it would be expected by the House, that the 
reports of that Committeé should be submitted to them, before the question of ~ 
the renewal was brought forward, and from the number and weight of the subjects 
to be investigated, it would be impracticable to report upon them, soon enough to 
afford sufficient time to the House to go through the consideration of them in the 
remainder of the session : it was, therefore, Mr.-Dundas’s opinion, that it would 
be advisable to postpone the agitation of the question until next session; but 
before he fixed his determination, he wished to receive the sentiments of the 
Chairs and the Committee of Correspondence on:this important point, and those 
sentiments would probably influence him in shaping his answer to the ‘last letter 
of the Court, dated 13th January 1809, on the renewal of the Charter. The 
Chairman and Deputy Chairman beg leave to state, that they, in teply, expressed 
their opinion to be clearly in favor of proceeding with the business of the Charter 
this session, if it should be practicable for the Committee of the House to make 
the requisite reports in due time. . 

The Committee having deliberated on this communication, are of opinion, 
first, that it will be necessary to form as accurate an estimate as possible of the 
home finances of the Company for the current year; secondly, that it is very 
desirable the renewal of the Company's Charter should be brought forward in 
Parliament this session, even if the Company should stand in need of no pecu- 
niary aid; but, thirdly, that if the Select Committee cannot prepare their reports 
in due time, and His Majesty’s Ministers deem it proper to wait till next session, 
the Court must, of course, acquiesce ; yet in the wish and hope, that if any 
circumstances should occur in the course of the present session, favorable to the 
agitation of the measure, if may still be brought forward ; and if not in this 
session, as early as possible in the next ; to which end the Committee will be 
very ready to proceed with the President of the Board of Commissioners in the 
discussions.already commenced. 


Now -X. 
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No. X. 
AT A 


SECRET COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE, 


5th December 1809. 


Read and approved draft of a letter to the Right Hon. Robert Dundas, 
froposing that the discussions between him and the Court, on the subject of the 
Charter, be resumed, from the point at which they were left by the letter from 
the Chairman and Deputy, dated 13th January last. 


EE 
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Letter from the Cuarrman and Deputy Cuarrman fo the Right 
Honorable Rosrrt Dunpas, noticed in the preceding Minute. 


(Private.) 
East-India House, 5th December, 1809. 
Sir, : 
From the conference the Chairs had the honor to hold with you on the 
18th of February, on the subject of a renewal of the Company’s Charter, we 
were given to understand, that although His Majesty’s Ministers did not deem it 
expedient to bring that subject under the consideration of Parliament in the 


session then preceding, it might,. in their opinion, be proper to prepare for the” 


agitation of it in the next following one. 

We now, therefore, by the authority of the Committee of Correspondenge, 
whom the Court of Directors have empowered to conduct the details of negocia- 
tion on the subject in question, beg leave to state to you, that, in their opinion, 
it is desirable the discussion concerning the renewal of the Charter should be 
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brought on in the ensuing session, both on‘account of the general situation of the 
Company's affairs, and also on account of the particular pressure on their finances 
(arising chiefly from the transfer of certain sums of ‘he Indian debt to England) 
which we have already had the honor to represent to you and to Lord Harrowby, 
and which renders necessary such an application for public aid, as may, of itself, 
be expected to lead to a general consideration of the Company’s affairs, _ 

We therefore take the liberty to propose, that the discussions between you 


and the Court, on the subject of the “Charter, be resumed, from the point at 


which they were left by the letter the Chairs addressed to you, under date the 
13th January last, * 


We have the honor to be, Sir, - 
Your most obedient humble servants, 
(Signed) Cuarres Grant, 


Wititam AstTeLi: 
The Right Honorable Robert Dundas, 


&e. &e. &c, 








No. XII. 


AT A 
SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Friday, the 3d January 1812, 


The Chairman Jaid before the Court, copy of a letter from Lord Melville 
to the Chairs, dated the 17th of last month, upon the subject of continuing to the 
East-India Company, for a further term, their privileges of exclusive trade and 
the government of the British territorial possessions in India, in which his Lord- 
ship adverts to his letter addressed to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, on 
the 28th December 1808, and to their reply, dated the 13th January 1809, 
and adds, that if the Court of Directors are willing that the ships, as well as 
goouls of private merchants, may be admitted into the trade with India, under 


such 
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such restrictions as may be deemed necessary, he shall be ready to discuss with 
the Chairs all the other details of the system: and his Lordship alluding to two 
points of considerable importance, adverted to in the above-mentioned letters, 
viz. the first relating to the trahsfer of the Company’s army to the Crown, upon 
which subject circumstances may possibly suggest the expediency of adopting 
other measures, for promoting the discipline and efficiency of the army in India ; 
and the second point,’ being the Indian debt, upon which subject his Lordship 
observes, that the period he should hope is arrived, for providing, out of the 
Company’s own resources, without any pecuniary aid from the Public, the means 
of enabling them to satisfy all the claims of their Indian creditors, 

: Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Correspondence, ta consi- 
der what reply it may be right and proper to make to the letter from Lord 
Melville, now read ; and to report their opinion thereon to the Court. 





No. XIII. 


Lerrer from the Right Honorable Lorp Viscount Metviixx fo the 
Cuarman and Devry Cuairman, dated the 17th December, 
1811, noticed in’ the preceding Minute. 


India Board, Vith December, 1811. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Understanding from you, that it is the wish and opinion of the Court of 
Diréctors, that a proposition should be submitted to Parliament in the course of 
the next session, for continuing to the East-India Company, for a further .term, 
their privileges of exclusive trade and the government of the British territorial 
possessions in India ; it will be necessary, before I can proceed with you to the 
discussion of that question in all its details, that certain preliminary matter should 
be again brought under your consideration. 

In a letter which I addressed to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, ‘on 
the 28th December 1808, the outlines of such a system, in regard to the. trade 
between this country and the East-Indies, were stated, a¢ His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment at that time were willing to propose to Parliament, In a reply to that 
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letter, dated the 13th January 1809, detailed reasons were urged, for the Court 
of Directors declining to “ advise their constituents to seek a renewal of their 
* Charter, on conditions which” (as asserted by, the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman) ‘ would despoil it of all its solid advantages, deprive the Company 
“ of their most valuable privileges, and incapacitate them, for performing for 
** themselves and the nation, the part hitherto assigned to them in the Indian 
** system.” € “ 

I do not feel it requisite, in this stage of the business, to enter upon a 
minute examination of the arguments from which that conclusion was drawn. 
Many of them have reference to possible dangers, which might arise from a 


system of trade wholly unrestricted ; against which dangers, however, it was 


expressly admitted in my letter, that it would be essentially necessary to guard. 
A considerable portion of their reasoning, also, would lead to the inference, as 
a general proposition, applicable to all cases of foreign and distant trade, that a 
monopoly was more beneficial to both countries than an unrestrained commerce ; 
and that the-facilities intended to be afforded to private trade with India, by the 
Act of 1793, were inexpedient and impolitic. There are several statements in the 
letter, in which I fully concur ; but it is unnecessary to advert to them at present, 
because, tf the Court of Directors adhere to the above-mentioned determination, I 
cannot hold out to you the least expectation, that His Majesty’s Government will 
be disposed to depart from the proposal contained in my letter, or that they will 


‘concur in any application to Parliament, for the continuance of a system of 


trade, conducted under all the restraints now imposed upon it, and for the 
permanency of which the Court of Directors have so strenuously contended, 
If they are willing, on the other hand, that the ships, as well as goods of private 
merchants, may be admitted into the trade with India, under such restrictions 
as may be deemed necessary, I shall be ready to discuss with you all the other 
details of the system. 

‘There are two pvints, however, of considerable importance, which are 
adverted to in the above-mentioned letters,’ and on ‘which it may be advisable 
that I should state to you shortly what occurs to me. 

The first relates to the transfer of the Company’s army to the Crown; a 
measure which has been frequently suggested by persons intimately acquainted 
with the military concerns of ibe Company, and whose opinions are entitled to 

great 
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great consideration. It issimpossible, however, not to adm«t, that several No. XHI, 
weighty objections to such a change are stated in the Letter of the 13th January fe sianlis 
1809. Events which have since occurred must, also, have an influence in Letter. 
deciding this question, and may possibly suggest the expediency of adopting 
otherameasures for promoting the discipline and efficiency of the army in India. 
Further discussion on this subject may be deferred till a future opportunity, and 
any arrangements which may be deemed proper can be carried into effect, 
without having recourse to special legislative enactments. : 
The other point to which I allude, is the proposition for ‘enabling the 
Company to meet the heavy demands which were then expected, and which, 
toa certain extent, have since come upon them, by the transfer of their Indian 
debt to this country. All uncertainty, as to the possible amount of those de- 
mands, is now removed ; and the period, T should hope, is arrived, to which, 
during some years, we have looked forward with anxiety, for providing out ‘of 
the Company’s own resources, without any pecuniary aid from the Public, the 
means of enabling them to satisfy all the claims of their Indian creditors. ‘The 
sanction of Parliament will probably be necessary for carrying into effect any ar- 
fangement for that purpose ; and if the Court of Directors are willing that these 
discussions, on the renewal of the Charter, shall proceed, in so far as relates to 
the question of the trade, on the principle to which I have adverted, I shall be 
ready to receive from you any suggestions you may have to offer on the subject of 
the debt, and on the mode by which you propose that funds for its liquidation 
shall be provided, 

J haye the honor to be, Gentlemen, 


Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) ~ MELVILLEs 


The Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
of the East-India Company. 


M No. XiV, 
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No. XIV. 


SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 


Held on Friday, the 28th February, 1812. 


No. XIV. The Chairman from the Committee of Correspondence laid before the Court 
——~ _ the draft of a reply to Lord Melville’s letter of the 17th of December last, 


Secret Court, . 
28Feb, 1812, Which was read : 


Ordered, that the same be taken into consideration to-mortow. 





No. XV. 
AT A 


SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Saturday, the 29th February 1812. 


No. XV. The Court proceeded to take the proposed draft of a reply to Lord Mel- 
Secret Court, ville’s letter into consideration. 
29Feb. 1812. 
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No. XVI. 
ATA 
SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Monday, the 2d March 1812, 


The draft of the proposed reply to Lord Melville’s letter, of the £7th De- 
cember last, was unanimously approved, 

Resolved, That a deputation of this Court be appointed to wait on His Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers, in consequence thereof; and that the said deputation do consist 
of the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, Charles Mills, Esq., the Honorable Wil- 
liam Elphinstone, and Edward Parry, Esq. 





No. XVIL 


Lerrer from the Cuarrman and Deputy Cuarrman to the Right 
Honorable Lorp Viscount MELv1Lx1, with its Einelosures, noticed 
in the preceding. Minute. 


My Lorp; East-India House, 4th March 1812. 
We duly received and Jaid before the Court of Directors your 
Lordship’ s letter of the 17th of December last. We trust that the gregt imgor- 
tance of the matter contained in it will explain, in a satisfactory manner, to 
your Lordship and to His Majesty’s Government, why an answer has not been 

prepared at an earlier period. 

By that letter we think it is to be understood, that His Majesty’s Ministers 
have made up their minds, not to holdout to the East-India Company an ex- 
pectation 


No. XVI, 
Secret Court, 
2 Mar. 1812. 


No. XVII. 
Chairman & 
Deputy's 
Letter. 
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No.XVII. pectation of their being disposed to concur in an offer to Parliament of any pro- 


Chairman 


& position for the.continuance of the present system of trade with India, at the 


Depaty's Close of the term limited by the Act of 1793, which is now nearly expiring, 


Letter. 


without a previous consent, on the part of the East-India Company, as the basis 
of such concurrence, that the trade with India shall be extended to the ships, 
as well as goods of private merchants, under such restrictions as may be deemed 
necessary : but that His Majesty’s Ministers are of opinion, with respect to the 
subject of the Indian army, that the idea which was held out in your Lordship’s 
letter of the 28th December 1808, relative to the transfer of the Company's 
army to the Crown, will not be contended for; and that, upon these groynds of 
understanding, your Lordship will be prepared to receive from the Court of 
Directors any suggestions which they may have to offer on the subject of the 
Company’s debt, and upon the mode by which the Court propose that funds for its 
liquidation should be provided. : e , hs 

From the terms in which the first proposition, respecting the trade with 
India, has been brought to the notice of the Court, they conceive that it is in- 
tended, on the part of His Mrajesty’s Government, to preclude the Court from 
any further agitation of a question already so fully discussed. The Court, in. 
deed, cannot avoid considering this as the obvious interpretation of your Lord- 
ship’s letter, respecting a point upon which, perhaps, it might be out of their 
power to offer any arguments, not contained in the letter of the Chairs to your 
Lordship, of the 13th of January 1809. . : 
- ’ Whatever opinion, therefore, the past experience and daily observation of 
the Court may have justly induced them to form upon this subject, or however 
incontrovertible they may believe many of the arguments to be, that are made 
use of in the letter of the Chairs to your Lordship, to which they have teferred, 
they think it their duty to state, that if this alteration be made an indispensable 
condition, on the part of His Majesty’s Ministers, of their proposing to Parlia- 
ment thg renewal of the Company’s privileges, the Court will, though reluc- 
tantly, offer this measure to the consideration of the Proprietors, with whom 
alone the power rests of consenting to such a fundamental change in the consti- 
tution of the Company! But they must, at the same time, beg leave, in the 
most unequivocal manner to declare their conviction, that though this altera- 
tion may, and probably will, be attended with many serious inconveniences to 


the 
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the whole frame of that Government, which, whatever opinion may have been 
formed of its imperfections, has, beyond all dispute, acquired and maintained 
for Great Britain a paramount, and almost undisputed sovereignty in the East, 
it will not give to the natifn these commercial advantages, which it has been 
the habit of many of the commercial interests of this Country té contemplate. 

The Court, however, hope it will be understood by your Lordship, that 
they have entertained this opinion, not upon the narrow, and now justly ex- 
ploded ground, which they are sorry to see has been imagined by your Lord+ 
ship to exist, that the Company have ever considered a monopoly to be more 
beneficial, in all cases of “ foreign and distant trade, than an unrestrained com- 
& merce,” but upon the conviction with which they have been impressed, that 

egn exclusive trade with India is the only one really applicable to the maintenance 
of the public interests with that country, interwoven as that trade is with the 
very frame and integrity of those possessions, and resting, as it does, upon many 
highly important considerations, which are, in no wise, applicable to other com- 
mercial establishments. 

In support of these opinions, the Court beg leave to enclose abstract copies 
of the Accounts {A and B), which have been called for, and laid before the 
Committee of the Honorable House of Commons upon East-India Affairs, es- 
tablished in 1808, and continued to the present time, which they imagine will 
afford a fair representation of the trade in bullion and in goods carried on with 
India, as well by individuals as by foreign nations; and these accounts will, they 
trust, establish, in a conclusive manner, the correctness of the sentiments enter- 
tained by the Court respecting this trade. 

In communicating, however, those sentiments of reluctance, by which the 
determination of the Court to submit the proposition in question to the Proprie- 
tors of East-India Stock is accompanied, the Court hope it will be clearly under- 
stood, that this determination arises from a presumption, that such military 
powers as are now vested in the Company will be Jeft unimpaired, which can alone 
induce them to entertain an expectation of their being able, in a manner satis- 
factory, either for the Company or the Public, to perform the part which has 
hitherto been assigned to the Company in the Government of a distans empire ; 
and also, that such regulations will be adopted, as will prevent the highly dar- 


gerous intercourse of Europeans with the East; and that such arrangements 
N will 
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No. XV If. will be made, in respect ic pecuniary matters, as will enable the Company to mect 
me a with confidence the present state of their affairs. The Court also hope, that in 
eras the extension of the trade which the Company now enjoy, His Majesty’s Minis- 
Letter. ters have not had in view the hazardous experiment of dispersing, over all, the 
ports of England and Ireland, a trade now brought, with so much advantage, 

both to the Company and the Public, to the single port of London. 

If the private intercourse with India should, in future, be extended, it may 
naturally be expected, that upon the return of peace, a number of British sce - 
men will be thrown out of employ; and the Court are apprehensive that such an 
intercourse, carried on through the medium of Indian ships and Indian sailors, 
yelaxing as it would do the spirit of the navigation laws, which have always 
been considered to be the basis of the maritime strength of this country, may be" 
viewed by the nation with extreme alarm, and will probably give rise to many 
disorders. The Company’s papers and offices might furnish material information, 
by which the relation of the Indian trade with the navigation system could be 
appreciated, ‘and the Court, if it should be thought likely to be of public utility, 
are ready to have that information collected ; but without such call, and without 
pressing their reasons at length, either upon your Lordship or the other Members 
of His Majesty’s Government, they will content themselves with the declaration 
they have already made of their opinion upon this subject. . 

The Court are desirous of taking this opportunity to offer some remarks, and 
to answer, in acursory manner, part of those public accusations, which have been 

‘so assiduously urged against the East-India Company, and against the further 
continuance of a system, which, they hope, will appear to rest, not upon the 
grounds of individual interest, but upon the firm basis of national advantage. 

Whatever opinions the Court may deliver, upon a subject in which they are 
manifestly interested, will doubtless be received with circumspection; but the 
Court think, that they may be allowed, and with justice upon the present ocea- 
sion, to assert, that the leading disposition of their minds is, to preserve the empire 
obtained in India to. the parent state. 

- The first, and the most prominent of the chatges, which have, at various 
times, been brought against the Company, is the repeated calls which they are 
waccused of having made upon the public, for money for the prosecution of ruinous 
concerns; as if they had dissipated large sums in useless and improvident under- 





takings. 
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takings. Upon this head it may be sufficient for the Court to observe, that their NoNV. 


commercial affairs (and to those alone was the Company’s management restricted) ee 


lave been invariably attended with success, as they are prepared to shew, if the 
proof should be called for; and that these advantages have been sufficient to 
allow of a moderate dividend to the Proprietors of East-India Stock. Over and 
above this dividend, a surplas sum has been applied, arising from this source, 
towards the extension of that territory, the acquisition of which has been under 
the immediate direction of His Majesty’s Ministers. 

But the Court are persuaded, that the magnitude of the affairs which the 
Company have had to manage, has been little known and little attended to, 
otherwise it would, at once, have been seen, that one of the principal difficulties 
‘evith which the Company have had to contend, is a capital, not in any respect 
‘equal to the great extent, variety, and importance of those affairs. 

* The disbursement of the Company upon the single article 
of commerce in goods: and wares, &c. or of articles necessary 
for its-‘management, a disbursement of jsums going from and, 
returning to the Company, from one moment to another, was, 


at the close of the year 1811, not less than about... ..  -. ++ L£14,847,678. _ 


To this must be added, the amount of advances in India and 
at home, for stores of various kinds, applicable to the purposes of 
Government, and in constant use for military equipments, 8&c.; of 
cash, arms, 8c.; and of debts due to the Company from various 
states and princes, &c.; and other articles, making, at the close of 
the Indian year 1810, about...) ee ee ee ee te 21,282,279 

If to these sums be subjoined the absolute expenditure made 
bythe Company, for the acquirement of a territory, with forts, 
ammunition, &c. and the actual purchase of many factories and 
territories, building of docks, purchase of forests, &c. including 
a considerable sum which has been paid by them, at various times, 
to the Public, or disbursed for expeditions, and the maintenance 


of captures afterwards ‘surrendered up to the enemy, viz... «- 15,052,170 
: < 2 
They form altogether an aggregate of .. £51,182,197 


The 
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Ww 
~ 


No.XVHH. Aggregste disbursements brought forward - - £51,182,! 
The capital of the Company is:— : 

In money advanced by the adventurers, about... .. £7,780,000 

* 7,000,000 





Chairman & 
Deputy's 
Letter. And they receive from the aid of bonds at home : 

And from other contingent ¢redits, at home and 
abroad, about eat PW RR ges Re we FS TOT OSS 
Together —————~ 22,567,953 
e 


Leaving a balance of ..  .. £28,614,174 








Constituting, at this moment, a permanent debt in India and in Europe. (See C.) 
This aggregate of £51,182,127, a part of which gum only has been employ- 
ed upon the territorial acquisitions a the Company, forms an outlay, beyond ths? 
capital of the Company, of so large an amount, as to: make it more matter, of 
wonder, how the Company have hitherto been able to carry on the concern at 
all, than to render it extraordiaary that they should have been constrained, 
respectfully and at various times, to represent the urgency of their affairs, and 
to press upon the Public for the mere return of those sums,’ which had’ been 
fairly expended by ‘the Company abroad for the public service; a return: which 
has never yet been granted to the Company, to the extent to which, in justice, it’ 
ought to have reached. In every war which has taken place since the Company 
became possessed of the territorial acquisitions, large sums of money have been 
expended in capturing the settlements of the French, Dutch, and Danes,’ and 
heavy expenses incurred in. keeping the same, till the political views of the 
Public occasioned these ‘settlements to be restored, in return for other objects, in 
which the Company had no particular interest. The Company have also been 
compelled to pay part of the expense of capturing and maintaining an island, 
afterwards reserved for the exclusive benefit of the Crown; to disburse a consi- 
derable sum for a force, of which the Public have derived all the benefit at 
home ; and even to contribute to the Egyptian expedition, the whole of which 
expenses the Company have always thought ought to have fallen upon the State. 
. Thig large and'necessary outiay, in fact, now constitutes the source of the 
Company’s embarrassment. A considerable part of the money raised in India 
upon periodical loans, to’ meet this outlay, has (as your Lordship well knows) by 
the terms of these loan’, which made them payable, if required, in England, 
» and 
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and in consequence of a general reduction: of interest from eight to six per cent, 
been at once thrown upon the Company for immediate payment in Europe; a 
sum which, without the aid gf Parliament, it is impossible for the Company to 
discharge. 

Of this large expenditure, sanctioned, and in many cases specifically directed 
by the Ministers of the Crown, it may with justice be asked, what part has been 
incurred for the partial or exclusive advantage of the Company ?—It is evident, 
that the whole concern has been begun and ‘continued by private exertions alone ; 
nor have the Proprietors received, by any means, an adequate recompence for 
those exertions: they have scarcely derived more benefit than the common in- 
terest of money. And if India be an object of regard to the world, the Company 
‘may have the satisfaction of thinking, that they, at their own risk and expense, 
have rescued it from contending Nations, and may claim the merit of having laid 
it af the feet of their country ; acquired and preserved, it is true, at a great pecu- 
niary expense, and by such.abilities and.such exertions, both civil and military, 


as not only to reflect the highest credit upon the East-Inaia Company, but also. 


to raise, as the page of history will testify, the national character. They venture 
to hope, that when all the great political relations of this acquisition are considered, 
the price paid for it will not be deemed as out of proportion to its intrinsic value. 

The wisdom of Parliament will, the Court make no doubt, be applied to 
preserve what has been so acquired, and finally do justice to those, at whose 
risk it has been obtained ; and not be induced to barter positive, and very large 
immediate advantages, against speculative notions and theoretical plans, 

In the second place, it has been often urged, that the Company have been 
favoured, during these exertions, with an exclusive trade, and that the nation 
has thereby lost an opportunity of extending their commercial enterprizes over a 


large quarter of the globe. It is true, that the Company have beep favoured - 


with this exclusive trade; but it may fairly be asked, would India hay¢ belonged 
to Great Britain if this exclusive trade had not existed? That this trade would 
have been of .greater magnitude in the hands of individualy, is yet a matter that 
remains to be proved: but it is obvious, that during part of the aboye period, 
viz. from the year 1768 to 1812, the Public have received, in ditect contriby- 
tions from the Company, a sum not falling short of £5,135,319, as will appear 
by the accompanying Account (D). 


° With 
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With respect tothe immediate produce of this trade to the Public, the 
Court believe it will bear a comparison with that arising from any ether distant 
possession, It produced last year to the Public the large sum of £4,213,425 
(E), véx. in customs £759,595, and in excise £3,453,830; and though this 
return tothe Public be Jarger,.as the Court have reason ta think, in respect to 
the capital employed, than the return from any other trade, it has, at the same 
time, been collected with a facility unknown to other concerns ; an advantage 
which has been obtained, partly by the progressive enactment of regulations the 
fruit of many years experience, and partly by the concentration of the trade ina 
single port, and the prevention of smuggling, which has been the consequence 
of it. ; 
But what has never yet been fairly estimated in the existence of the East-" 
India Company is, that the whole of these ‘returns have been brought into the 
exchequer of the Public, without the Public having been called upon for any 
direct contribution for the preservation of the source from whence they have had 
their rise, whilst the possessions of the Crown, in every quarter of the globes 
have drawn from them a considerable sum for their support in troops, What has 
been saved to the State has thus, the Court conceive, been gained by the Public, 
and would amount, as the Court are satisfied, in only twenty yeats, to a sum 
of a very great magnitude. From the Navy, indeed, the East-India Company 
have received important assistance ; but -such assistance, it must be recollected, 
has been afforded to them only in common with the rest of His Majesty’s subjects. 

That the trade of the Company has been highly beneficial to the Public, in 
affording a. nursery for seamen in time of war, and employment for them in time 
of peace, and that the Company’s maritime service has contributed materially 
towards those benefits, cannot, the Court apprehend, be doubted ; nor that the 
fortunes of individuals, acquired either in the service of the Company, or by 
their industry and exertions under the Company’s protection, have gradually 
contributed to the accumulation of that public stock of national weakth, which 
has enabled this country to stand, almost alone, against the united exertions of 
nearly all Europe. 

Having offered these cursory observations upon matters of such obvious: 
importance, we are directed by the Court to state, that as the pecuniary -arrange-' 
ments necessary for the support of the Company cannot, with pfopriety or with: 

effect, 
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effect, be made the subject of correspondence, they beg to refer these points, as 
well as all those of inferior detail, of which there are a great many, to a personal 
conference between your Lordship and the Deputation of the Court, which had 
the honor fo wait on your Lorgship this morning. 


We have the honor to be, My Lord, 


Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servants, 





(Signed) . Jacos Bosanauet, 
The Right Honorable Lord Viscount Melville, Hveu Ineuis. 
&c. &e, &e. 
A. 


An Account, sheroing the Total Amount of the Official Value of the Bullion and 
Merchandize Imported into, and Exported from British India (Bengal, Ma- 


dras, and Bombay) to London, America, and Foreign Europe, for Six AGA 


viz. from 1802-3 to 1807-8 both inclusive. 


4a 





Toran of the Torax of the 
Twports into Inpra. Exports. 
; 1 — [Goads&Stores Total — 
London: 2 Sterling. | a€ Sterling. | a Sterling. | & Sterling. 


By the East-India Company 4,939,128] 5,547,501}10,486,629| 8,108,897 
By Commanders and Officers . : 

. of the Company’s Ships| . 179,756) 2,640,000) 2,819,75 

By British Private-Traders — 1,832,980} 3,000,440} 5 

Americans , =: = —| 4 : .. 667,654) 5,211,316 

Foreign Europeans  —- —} 2,054, 1,072,960} 3,124,053 








Total Tmpports 8c Exports £ |1Z,881,099}11,761,095424, 642, 194122,970,672) 





Sir 
Memorandum. There has been.a small Gaantity vag Ballion. Ree from 

India to Europe. and America, to the extent of Sieca. , Rupees 1,75,316, but 

which is not matérial to the present account. 

Note: 
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Note, ‘The value of the Company’s Imports into India is taken from. the 


asa a Mivoices of the ships as they arrived in India, with the addition of ten per cent. 
Chairman & 


Deputy's 
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upon the invoice price outwards, The value of the. British Private-Trade, as 
also the American and Foreign European, is the Indian official value, and which 
appears to correspond pretty nearly with the market prices in India. In order to 
make a just comparison between the amount of the Company’s and the Private 
or Foreign Trade, the goods should be exactly reduced to the same denomination 
of value; but this is not strictly practicable. 

Errors excepted, 


: (Signed) Rogert Wisserr. 
East-India House, 4th March 1812. 


B. 

Ax Account shewing the Amount of the Official Value of the Bullion and Mer- 
chandize Imported into, and Exported from British India (Bengal, Madras, 
and Bombay) to London, America, and Foreign Europe, on an average of 
siz Years, viz. from 1802-3 to 1807-8, both inclusive. 











Annuat average of the 
Iuports into Inpra. 






Exports. 

















Goods and Total of | Merchandize 


Bullion. 







3 Stores. Imports, only. 
London: 2 Sterling: | 4g Sterling. | af Sterling. | 4 Sterling. 
By the East-India Company | 823,188 1,351,485 








By Commanders and Officers 

of the Company’s Ships 

By British Private-Traders — 
Americans _ _ _ 
Foreign Europeans — — 








757,277), 
341,849 








Total average Imports and 
Exports _ 

The proportions of which are : 

Exported to England — £2, or upwards of ths. 

Do. to America — 4, or less than gths. 

Do. to Foreign Europe 22,, or less than Pihs, 






2,146,849] 1,960,180] 4,107,029} 3,828,445 








see? 
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‘The exports of individuals from Britainare: 
Bullion £194,536 
Goods 305,496 


£500,072 





Whe imports ef ditto into Britain - += = “= = 946,956 





Difference, per annum, £446,884 





‘being not a trade but a remittance, deducting the amount of the profit om 


*axports, 
Errors excepted, 


ae (Signed) Rosert Wassetr. 
Yast-India House, 4th March 1812. 





Cc. > 


Ourtax, Commercial and Territorial, of the East-india Company at Home and 
Abroad, made up, in respect to the Indian Accounts, to the 30th April 1810, 


the Heme Accounts to the \st March 1811. 


CommerciaL Ourttar. 


No.1, Cah = - - - £460,738 
Value of goods sold and unsold - 5,033,417 
Value of goods afloat - - 3,379,389 
House and warehouses = - = 1,207,090 


Balance of property at China and 
Cape of Good Hepe - . - 1,240,652 
Cash, goods, and debts;.commer- ‘ 

‘cial department India - — - 3,071,637 





<, £14,412,993 
Balance of property at Bencoolen and St. 
Helena: the outlay at these places being 
of an anomalous nature, it is stated sepa- 
mately 2 = ee 8 454,755 


- Total Commercial Outlay £14,847,678 


P TERRITORIAL 
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No. XVIL Brought forward  ~ + £14,847,678 


Charentk: Terrirorray Ouray, Inpia, viz. 
Depaty’s No, IY. Cash in the several departments, 30th April 1810: 
Petters Bengal, S.R. 4,11,38,439, at 

as.perC. R. - - + £4,772,058 
Madras, Pags. 1,16,24,307, 

at8s. - = = + 4,649,723 
Bombay, B. R. 53,58,932, at 

2s. 3d. - - - - 602,879 

















£10,024,660 
Debts owing to the Company : 
Bengal, S. R. 1,33,49,444, 
at 2s. per C.R. £1,548,535 
Madras, Pags. , 
94,93,034, at f 
gs. = + 8,797,214 
Bombay, B, R. 
54,01,917, at 
2s. 3d. + - 607,716 
£5,953,465 
Stores, &c.: 
Bengal, S. R. 
97,82,114, at 
as. per C. R. £1,134,725 
Madras, Pags. 
33,16,927, at 
85. = - 1,326,771 
Bombay, B. R. 
38,31,083, at 
ae 95. 3d, - - 430,997 
2,892,493 
8,845,958 
Balance of property at Prince of Wales’s 
Island - - - - - - + 224,406 
Tadian territorial outlay - - - £19,095,024 —~-————— 


Carried forward - « £14,847,678 
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- Brought forward - £19,095,024 £14,847,678 No. XVII. 
Territorray Quttay at Home, Ist Marcu 1811. 
Debt due from Government, 
the balance of the original 
debt of £4,200,000_ - £1,207,560 
, Debt due from Government, - 
the balance of the account 
for troops, stores, supplies, &c. 960,000 
Advances to several persons : 
in India, tobe repaid,’ + * 19,695 
aaa 9187-955 


Total territorial outlay : nme £91,238 2,279 


. £36,129,957 
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N6. III. The expénditure at home and abroad, for the acquisition 
of territory, &c. being the balance of the stock account, 
Ist March 1811. = = se 15,052,170 


Sum total of capital necessary to carry on the concern £31,182,127 


No.IV.The capital advanced by the Adventurers — £7,780,000 











The capital raised by bond - - - 7,000,000 
Other capital, being a floating debt generally 
due on various accounts : 
Borrowed of the Bank = £700,000 
Estimated commercial 
floating drafts - 600,000 
Sundry sums owing to 
individuals in England 2,155,922 
Debts, deposits, arrears of interest, 
and allowances and loans, not 
bearing interest : 
Bengal - - £2,845,134 
Madras cee 1,017,238 
Bombay - - 408,792 cow 
—_——— 4,269,164 
Debts in India commercial - - 62,867 Pee 
7,787,958 
Total of capital, without the Bond debt of India, - L£22,567,953 


No. V. Difference being the balance necessary to remain ih perma- 
nent loans, for the purpose of carrying on the concern - 28,614,174 


LN 

: L£51,182,127 

‘ Errors excepted, —-——___ 
East-India House, (Signed) Cranes Cartwricut, 

4th March 1812. Pte er ies eRe reE 
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No.XVI. Sraremeur of ihe Contributions from the East-India Company to the Public, 





’ }, a Pe 
Gisivaan ck Jrom the Year 1168 to the Year 1812. 








pale Paid from 1768 to 1775, in consequence of an agreement concern- 
, ing the territorial possessions, (7 Geo, HI. cap. 57, and 9 Geo. 
ill.cap.24) = = = += 5 = = = - £€2,169,39¢ 
Paid from 1769 to 1773, for indeminityon tea - = + - - 483,050 
Paid in 1779, bounty for scamen raised for the service of Govern- . 
frent - - - - - * - - - - 13,653 
Paid in 1780 and 1781, three ships of the line presented to 
Government + - : - - - - - - 95,349 
Paid in 1781 and 1787, per agreement fer a new Charter in 1781 400,000 
Paid in 1789 and 1790, for victualling the navy, and charges of ; 
His Majesty's troops in India + - - oe 500,000 
Claim of the Company for subsistence of French prisoners of war, 
and other expences incurred by the Company on account of 
Government, written off in 1793 per es of 33 Geo. III. cap. 
52, sec. 1270+ - - - - - - - Z 443,632 
Paid in 1793 and 1794, for Eemicieens pursuant to the Charter 
Act of 1793 - - - - - - - - 500,060 
Paid in 1795 and 1796, expence of 3,000 scamen raised for the 
service of Government , . - - - - . - 57,000 
Paid in 1803 and 1804, armed ships, hired for the service of Go- 
vernment, and employed in defence of the country - - 67,330 
Loss, from 1793 to 1811, by saltpetre supplied to Government at ~ 
jess than prime cost, as per obligation of the Charter “= -— 405,906 > 
come £5,135,319 
Errors excepted, 
J (Signed) Cus. CARTWRIGHY, : 


East-India Tlouse, 4th March 1812. 


Accountant General. 


Ayn 


' 
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E. 


, An Account of the Duties of Customs and Excise received on Goods imported and No.XVI. 


exported by the East-India Company, in the Year ending January 1811. 


~ Customson Tea - ‘a < - £219,322 
— Other Goods - - 498,901 
ExportDuty - - + 17,658 
Tonnage Duty - - +, 23,719 


Total Customs == - + 759,595 
Excise ela sek, Sa, Ce . - 3,453,830 





Total Customs and Excise » £4,213,425 


ot ree 


Errors excepted, . 


(Signed) Cuas. CARTWRIGHT, 


Accountant Genéral. 
East-India House, 4th March 1812, 








No. XVIII. 
Minute of a Meeting of the Depuration, the 3d March 1812. 


Chairman & 
Deputy’s 
Letters 


The Deputation appointed by the Court to confer with the President of the No. XVIII 


Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India assembled this day, in: conse+ 
querice of their appointment of the 2d instant. 

The Chairman laid before the Deputation, minutes of a conference which. 
the Chairs had: with Lord Melville, on the 20th February, and also with his 
Lordship, Mr. Perceval, and Mr. Long, on the 24th of February ; likewise 
several accounts, shewing the Eeecne and prospective situation-of the Company’s 
pecuniary affaits 


a The 


— 


Minute of 


‘Doputation, 
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No. XVIII The Chairman then suggested certain propositions, as hints, to be submitted 
: to Lord Melville, which after full deliberation the Deputation resolved to adopt, 
Chairman & is - EB 
Deputy's and to wait upon his Lordship to-morrow, at half,past ten, for the ‘purpose of 
Letter. offering them to his consideration. - 








No. XIX. 


SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
Held on Friday, the 6th March 1812. 


No. KIX, The Chairman acquainted the Court, that the Deputation appointed the 2d 

aeaah instant had waited on Lord Melville, with a paper containing hints for his Lord- 

6March 112 SHip’s consideration, which had been approved by the Committee of Correspon- 
dence. : 

The Chairman gave some general explanations, as to what passed at the 
conference ; and added, that Lord Melville’s opinion, on the various propositions 
submitted to him by the Deputation, would be stated by his Lordship in writing, 
and should be communicated to the Court as early as possible. 





No. XX. 


Hints approved hy the Committee of Correspondence, and submitied 
to the Consideration of the Right Honorable Lord Melville, noticed 
in the preceding Minute. 


: es a 
No. XX. That the renewal of the Charter shall proceed upon the basis of the Act of 
1793, and that no greater extension of the trade shall be granted than what 


was allowed by that’ Act ; but the Deputation are ready to. recommend to 
the 


Hints, 
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the Court of Directors, and ultimately to the Court of Proprietors, to admit No, KX, 
such modifications as may be deemed necessary to give greater facilities to the. “=== 
private trader. . . : ; sa 
ist, No British or Indianehip to sail, directly or circuitously, from a British 
port in Europe to China. : 
2d. No British subject to be permitted to reside in China, without the 
Compaay’s licence. 
3d. No goods, the growth or produce of China, to be imported into any 
of the ports of the United Kingdom, except by the East-India Company. 
4th. The power of levying duties in India upon British subjects, and the 
subjects of foreign nations, to be continued to the Company, upon the footing 
‘on which it at present exists; and the same power, with respect to British 
subjects, to be extended to the districts within the jurisdiction of the courts 
of Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, and Prince of Wales Island. 
5th, Saltpetre to be considered as a political article, and to be confined 
exclusively to the Company. "ey & ; 
6th. The whole of the Indian trade’ to be brought to the port of London, 
and the goods sold at the Company’s sales, and to be, as at present, under the 
Company’s management. ae 
ath. The three per cent. now paid to the Company by the private traders, 
for the warehousing and management of the private trade, to be increased to 
five per cent. 
~ gth. No private ship to be permitted to sail for India, except from the port 
of London. , ; 
oth, No ship to be permitted to sail, except under a licence from the East 
India Company. Ships obtaining this licence, to deliver one copy of their 
journals at the East-India House ; and the licence to contain such clauses, as may 
be likely to prevent an unlimited or improper intercourse of individuals with, 
India. ‘ ; ; . 
10th. Fire-arms, military and naval stores, to be prohibited articles. 
", a1th. Existing restrictions, with réspect to the article of piece goodg,to be 
continued. ; ; ; 
22th. ‘It being desirable, as well for the Public as for the Company, that, 
the quality of the silk grown in India should not be deteriorated, it is sub- 
mitted that this article be confined to the Company. - 
13th. 


No. XX. 


Hints, 





( Of J 


13th. The ships of private persons to be subject to the same regulations, in 
respect to convoys, &c. as those belonging to the Company. 
14th. No private ship to be permitted to sail either from Great Britain to 


Yndia, or from, India to Great Britain, of a less burthen than four hundred 


tons. 4 

45th. The Company to be subject to no abligation with respect to Exports 
to India, except in common with the private traders. e 

16th, The Lascars and Chinese sailors brought hame in private ships, to 
be placed under proper regulations. Not, upon any account, to be suffered to 
wander about the streets of London. Good treatment to be secured to them, 
and the Company to be enabled, by some summary process, to recover the 
expences to which they shall be subjected, in the event of neglect on the part of 
the owners of such ships in. these respects, : 

17th. The Company to be indemnified for their unexpired. engagements for 
extra shipping, provided for the accommodation of the private traders. 

18th, yn unrestrained intercourse with India to be prevented, and the 
existing restrictions, with respect to residence in India, to be continued. 

loth. The number of His Majesty’s forces in India to be in future 
maintained by the East-India Company to be now fixed, and any troops sent 
beyond that number (except at the express requisition of the East-India Company) 
to be at the charge of the Public. 

20th. The Company to be released from any future account with the 
Pay Office, and to be henceforward charged, either so much per regiment of a 
given force, or so much per man. 

21st. The present heavy current and postponed demands of the Pay Office 
against the Company to be arranged upon.some footing of general equity, and 
some advertance in settling this account made to the share which the Company 
have been obliged to bear in foreign captures not retained by them, and to their 
having been constrained to maintain an European and native force, larger than: 
what was required for the defence of the Peninsula, and other heavy expences, 

22d, The Proprietors to be secured, as at present, in the receipt of their 
dividend of ten and a half per cent., upon the faith of which dividend the. 
capital in 3793 was raised, ; 

A 23d. 
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‘asd. The whole of the surplus of the Fast-India Cumpany to be appro- No. XX. 
priated to a diminution of their debts, until the debts be reduced to the sam of 9 ~~ 
ten millions sterling. ee 

24th, The sums required’ by the East-India Company to liqdidate the debt 
transferred from India to Europe, and becoming payable in 1812 and 1815, to 
be funded by the Minister, the interest of which shall be regularly paid into His 
Majest}’s Exchequer by the Company, together with any such per centage, for 
the gradual liquidation of the capital or redemption of the fund, as shall be 
deemed proper by His Majesty’s Ministers. 

The twenty-fifth article did not form a part of the propositions submitted to 
Lord Melville, but is now introduced by the Committee of Correspondence, and 
is as follows, viz. 

+ 25th, That, in order to give the utmost possible extension to the commerce 
of private merchants, and at the same time to secure the Company’s exclusive 
trade to and from China, private ships be not permitted to go farther eastward 
than Point Romania, at the entrance of the China Seas, and to the northward, 
not beyond the equincctial line. 

N.B. Should it be the intention of Government that private traders shall be 
excluded from the Spice Islands, the limits ought then to be for them not to go 
to the eastward of the Straits of Bally, nor to the northward of the Line. 





No. XXI. 


AT A 


SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, 


The 18th March 3312. 


The Chairman acquainted the Committee, that the Deputy and bimset# had No. XXL 
yesterday waited on Lord Melville, who informed them that he was to have a 

meeting with the rest of His Majesty’s Ministers this day, for the purpose of ee ; 

taking into farther ponsidctation the propositions lately submitted to him by the 18 Mar. 1812 
R Deputation 





No. XXI. 





Secret 
Committee, 
36 Mar, 1812 
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Deputation of the Court of Directors, and that his Lordship bad appointed 
to-morrow, at one o'clock, for a conference with the Members of the Deputa- 
tion, 

‘Fhe Committee agreed to recommend to the Court to-day, that the Quar- 
terly General Court, to be held on Wednesday, the 25th instant, be made 
special, for the purpose of laying before the Proprietors the Communications 
which have taken place between His Majesty’s Government and the Court of 
Directors, respecting the renewal of the Company’s Charter. 

It was also 

Resolved, That the papers containing the said communications be printed 
for the information of the Proprietors, and under the superintendance of the 
Assistant Secretary, 


Draft of a Letter to Lord Melville, to be signed by the Members of the 
Deputation, requesting that a longer term than that which was fixed in 1793, 
njay be granted for the renewal of the Company’s exclusive privileges, was read 
and approved.. 

The Chairman calling the attention of the Committee to the correspondence 
which had passed between Lord Castlereagh and the Chairs at a former period, 
as to relieving the Proprietors of East-India Stock from the payment of the 
Tncome-tax on their dividends, 

The same was read, viz. 

Letters from the Chairs to Lord Castlereagh, dated the 2d December 1803 
and 7th-July 1804; and 

Letters from his Lordship to the Chairs, dated 20th December 1803 and 

12th September 1804. 

Draft of a letter to be signed by the Deputation and: adireaes to Lord 
Melville upon that subject ; and also submitting to: his Lordship’s consideration, 
the expediency of providing that the additional dividend of ten shillings per cent, 
paid on the Company’s stock under the Act of the 33d of His present Majesty, 
cap. $2, sec. 124, may be paid-out of the general profits of the Compan.y 


No. XXIE, 
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No. XXII. 


CorrEsponpence with the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Castle- 
reagh, noticed in the preceding Minute. 


Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman fo the Right Honorable Lord 
Viscount Castlereagh. 


My Lorp, East-India House, Dec. 2d, 1803. 
ee We have'waited until we had obtained a distinct legal opinion from 
the Company’s law adviser, with respect to the power possessed by the Com- 
pany of paying the Property-tax out of the profits of the Company, previous to 
the declaration of a dividend to the Proprietors of East India Stock. 

But that opinion having been lately returned to us in a shape unfavorable to 
our hopes and expectations, we have received the injunctions of the Court of 
Direetors to submit this opinion to your Lordship’s consideration, and, at the 
same time, to express their hopes, that your Lordship and the rest of His Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers will think it just and advisable, that the power to which we 
have above referred should be granted to the Company by some legislative 
provision. 

Upon this occasion we have to observe to your Lordship, that as the law 
at present stands, the Company are obliged to deduct the full amount of the 
tax in question from ail the dividends payable to foreigners or other persons, 
however small the amount of their capital stock may be; although it is fairly 
questionable, how far the former is legally chargeable to this tax, in respect to 
_those’profits that may be presumed to arise from the Company’s foreign posses- 
sions, and whether the latter, in some cases, may not be entitled to a partial, 
and in others to an entire return of the tax so retained, in respect of the smallness 
of the proprietors incomes. We must also submit, that as the greater part of 
the other public Companies possess the power, and, as we understand, are 
disposed ede ee of decharging thi tax out of their aurplie proaes 
it must appear doubly irksome to the Proprietors of East-India Stock to seem an 
almost solitary exception to this general practice, particutarly when they advert 


to the disposition which has, at all times, been evinced by them, cheerfully and 
voluntarily 


No.NXIL 





Ovrrespon- 
dence with 
Lord 
Castlereagh, 


No. XXII. 


Correspon- 
dence with 
Lord 


Castlereagh. 
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voluntarily, to come forward for the service of the State, even when their own 
immediate interests have thereby been placed at stake. 

We feel the more freedom in pressing this point, because we, in common 
with your Lordship, have entertained an expectation, that the Public (after a 
war which has existed almost since the last renewal of the Company’s exclusive 
trade) would have been placed in possession of the share of the Company’s 
profits, secured to them by the Act of 1793, if the enormous taxes which the 
necessities of the State have rendered it necessary to impose upon teas and the 
other articles of the Company’s Trade, and the inevitable expences of another 
war, had not placed a bar to those expectations, which we think might otherwise 
reasonably have been formed. . 

We therefore venture to express a sanguine hope, that under a proper’ 
consideration of all the circumstances of the present case, under a review of 
the very large sums annually paid to Government out of the Company’s trade, 
amounting to not less than £3,200,000, as appears by the enclosed account, 
and which, in fact, ought in part to be considered as an anticipated partition of 
the Public out of the Indian revenues, since nothing short of a surplus in India 
would, we conceive, have enabled the Company to support them to the extent 
they are now imposed ;—that, under a due attention to the benefits which even 
the Public themselves (when we advert to their interest, in the ultimate prosperity 
of the Company) may derive from an increased value to the price of the 
Company’s stock, which may be affixed by such a measure, in case a commerce, 
extended beyond its present amount (an event not at all improbable), sh: uld 
hereafter demand additional funds to carry that commerce on;—and, finally, 
that under a consideration of what is due to the known and experienced 
liberality of the Company’s efforts in the public service, your Lordship’s: 
interference, with the rest of His Majesty’s Ministers, will be given, to assist 
what, we hope, may be considered in the light of the neither unjust or the 
unreasonable pretentions of the Court of Directors, in behalf of the body they 
represent upon the present occasion 


We have the honor to be, My Lord, 
Your most obedient humble servants, 
(Signed) Jacoz Bosanquet, 
The Right Honorable Lord Viscount Castlereagh, Joun Rozerts. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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Letler from the Right Honoratée Lord Viscount Castlereagh, ¢o tie Chairman and No.XXIL. 
Deputy Chairman. 





Ld Melville's 

GENTLEMEN, Whitehall, 20th December, 1803. Letter. 

I have to acknowledge the honor of your letter of the 2d instant, on 
the subject of which I have had a very full and deliberate discussion with Mr. 
Addington. 

We should both feel anxiously disposed to lend our aid to the accomplish- 
sment of any measure which had a tendency to accommodate the holders of East- 
Tndia Stock, but under all the circumstances of the present case, regard being had 
to the existing appropriations under the act of 1793, the degree in which the funds 
at home and Abroad may be affected by the peculiar circumstances of the present 
year, and the difficulty that must necessarily attach to the proposition, whether 
it be considered in the light of relieving from the tax a particular description of 
income arising from property, by throwing the same on other funds, or in that of 
a temporary and special increase of dividend to the Proprietors, we do not feel 
ourselves (warranted in advising the Court to submit a bill for tais purpose to 
Parliament. 

We are further of opinion, that the relief sought by the measure is not of 
that magnitude, which should induce the Company to solicit this indulgence from 
Parliament, under the difficulties above stated ; nor are we persuaded if, in point 
of fact, other corporate bodies have so relieved themselves from the tax, that the 
pro ells, on their part, however warranted by law, affords a precedent, which, 
in "prince, the East-India Company, with an enlarged view to their own 

THitérests, should be solicitous to follow. 
T have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servant, 


: (Signed) CasTLEREAGH. 
The Chairman and Deputy Chairman 


of the East-India Company. 


$ Letter 
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No.XXID. Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman fo the Right Honorabte Lord 
ah Viscount Castlereagh, 


Chairman & 
Deputy’s : 
Letter. My Lorn, ‘ East-India House, the 7th July 1804. 

It is in consequence of the instructions of a General Court of Proprie- 

tors which lately assembled, to take into consideration the tax levied, in virtue of 

‘ the 43d of the King, on the dividends payable on East-India stock, that we 
now take the liberty to address your Lordship again on that subject. 

Notwithstanding the answer returned by your Lordship to the applicatian- 
which our predecessors in office made to you, under date the 2d December last, 
for the aid of His Majesty’s Ministers, in order to relieve the ‘holders of the 
Company's stock from the payment of the Property-tax out of thtir dividends, 
the Proprietors still think, that whether regard be had to the design and spirit 
of the Act of 1793, to the gencral state and circumstances of the Company, or 
to the peculiar situation of the Stock-holders, they are aggrieved by the operation 
given, in their case, to the Act imposing a tax on property, / 

Tt was after a full consideration and adjustment of the interests of all parties, 
the Public, the Company, and individuals, that on the renewal of the Charter, ~ 
the dividend of the Stock-holders was fixed at ten and a half per cent. per annum. 
The law then made, in allowing it te rise to that rate, forbad it'to go higher Fy and 
the reduction of it below that rate was Icft to the discretion of the Proprietors 
themselves, This was, therefore, understood to be the fixed certain income 
assigned to the Members cf the Company, out of all its funds, territoggar and 
commercial. And hence, we think, it may fairly be argued, that such a delibe- 
rate formal settlement cannot justly be disturbed, but by a proceeding equally’ - 
direct and appropriate ; and that no mere measure of taxation, having only a 
general aim, without any cognizance of the peculiar circumstances under which 
this arrangement was concluded, ought to defeat it, because if the contrary 
prineipebe once admitted, whilst the Public is still immensely benefited by 
Indian revenue and trade, and all the other classes of subjects connected with 
them continue to derive the advantages provided for them, the Proprietors of 
that stock, which has been the foundation and support of the whole, may 
sbsoiuteiy be divested of all the dividend they were to reccive from it. We 

think, 


(aF 3 


think, therefore, it may be’contended, that conformably to the spirit of the Act No. XXII, 
of 1793, the Property-tax should not operate upon the dividend, but be a Giatanoe 
charge upon the general funds of the Company. * Deputy’s 
This will appear more reasonable, if it be considered that very many of the Letter. 
Proprietors of India stock, who have held that stock long, receive no more on 
the cost of it than the common interest of money, namely five per cent, whilst 
their property is exposed to the influence of all the adverse contingencies to 
which the Company’s affairs are liable ; and whilst the Company, that is to say, 
those Proprietors in their collective capacity, serve as the channel, or medium, 
by which immense advantages are diffused through the nation, in its commerce, 
*ifs revenues, and the wealth of all the successive races ot British subjects, em- 
ployed in or connected with their territories and affairs. These just observations 
acquite now a peculiar force, when, in duties and customs' alone, the Eastern 
commerce pays to the State £3,226,000 per annum, and when the receipts of 
the Company, for the last twelve months, are diminished near a milion sterling, 
in consequence of the new and excessive duties imposed on their trade. 
We are unwilling to urge the liberality which the Company has on all occa- 
sions manifested, to aid, according to its means, the exertions of the State; but 
the duty imposed on us by our Constituents requires that liberality should be no- 
ticed on the present occasion. By subscribing for two millions of the Loyalty Loan 
in 1797, the Company lost the sum of £206,000. The three compleat and effective 
regiments of volunteers, which they have maintained for a number of years past, 
have cost them very large sums; and the last aid given by them in shipping, on 
the paticuiar suggestion of Government, is a new instance of the promptitude 
oars ity, with which they devote their funds to the support of the public 
Japrest. : 
; After all these contributions, it has appeared ungracious to the Proprictors, 
that whilst other public bodies, which had not given so largely to the wants of 
the State, were allowed to defray the Property-tax out of their general furids, 
the Proprietors of East-India Stock were required to charge the modicum they 
reccived for the use of their own money, and for being the agents in sueh vast 
concerns, with a tax, hard upon them though unimportant.in its amount to the 
Public, and from which, they conceive, the Act of 17@3 ought to protect the 


dividend then accorded to them. 
When 
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No.XXII. When our predecessors in office mentioned a reference to Parliament, they 
Gian probably had no more in view than some supposed necessity of a modification of 
Deputy’s the Property-tax; but we humbly apprehend thaf, in order to exonerate the 
Letter. — Proprietors, individually, from the payment of the tax, no such reference is 
necessary, since for engaging in the Loyalty Loan, for forming the three regi- 
ments of volunteers, and for the late aid of shipping, it was thought sufficient 
that His Majesty's Ministers should consent to the defraying of the ¢harges 
arising from these measures, out of the general funds of the Company. 
‘ Wishing to state nothing upon this subject, but what appears to us naturally 
to grow out ofeit, we shall only add, that the effect of the imposed tax upon the 
value of the Company’s stock must be very obvious, since the dividend receivable , 
upon any public fund is, in fact, the measure of its value in the market, and 
every reduction, by whatever means, effected in the produce of any stock, isein 
reality a reduction in the worth of the capital ; and, accordingly, we find that 
the stock of the India Company, compared with that of the Bank, sells ata 
price disproportionably low. 

Upon all these grounds, with those which have been before urged, we 
cannot but request and hope, that as the determination of the point which our 
Constituents, not from interest only, but from various other motives, have so 
much at heart, seems not to depend upon any revisionary proceeding of Parlia- 
tment (which however, if necessary, we should still urgently desire) but upon the 
acquiescence of His Majesty’s Ministers, we cannot but earnestly request and 
hope, that it will seem expedient to your Lordship to add your own recommen- 
dation to this representation, and that you will have the goodness to submit both 
to the Chancellor of His Majesty’s Exchequer. 


We have the honor to be, My Lord, 
Your most obedient humble servants, 


(Signed) W.F. Expuinstong, 

: ; Cartes Grant. 

The Right Honorable Lord Viscount Castlereagh, 
7 &e. &e. &e. 


Letter 
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Lerrur from the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Castlereagh to the No.XXII. 


Chairnian and Deputy Chairman. men 
GENTLEMEN, India Board, 12th September 1864, Castlereagh’s 


‘ n . . Letter. 
In compliance with the desire of the Court of Proprietors, as ex- 


pressed in your letter of the 7th July last, I have reconsidered, with the most 
earnest disposition at all times to promote their wishes, the opinion which I 
before presumed to express, on the propriety of their dividends being discharged 
from any deduction on account of the late tax upon property, by causing the 
same to be paid out of the general funds of the Company, and I have also com- 
‘raunicated with Mr. Pitt on this subject. 

Notwithstanding the very ingenious reasoning contained in your Letter, we 
aré clearly of opinion, that a payment of this nature, directed to,the individual 
emolument of the Proprietors of India Stock, and not in any respect to the 
public service ‘of the Company, cannot be issued, under the existing appropria- 
tions affecting their funds, without the express sanction of Parliament. 

IJad the tax been directly imposed on income, as under the former law, we 
apprehend it never would have suggested itself to the Court of Proprietors, that 
income derived from the dividends of the Company should enjoy any partial 
exemption. The policy of the Legislature has recently been, to apply the tax 
to the sources of income, rather than to levy it, as formerly, upon the statement 
of the possessor, It does not appear to us, that this change in the mode of 
assessment can justify a claim to personal relief from the tax itself. If not, the 
proposition resolves itself either into an ericreased dividend, or into a new 
appropriation of the net proceeds, enabling the Company to charge the tax on 
their funds generally, as some other Corporations have done, who are sole pro- 

“pfietors in such funds. This opens so large a question in principle, and for so 
small an object, either as it affects the interest of the Public or the individual 
Proprietors, that I should conceive, under all the circumstances, the Court will 
nat feel disposed to press it at such a moment upon the attention of Parliament. 

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, ~~ 
. Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) CasTLEREAGH. 
The Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the East-India Company. - 
ey 
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No. XXIIL 


ATA 


SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS, 


Held on Wednesday, the 18th March 1812. 
No.XXVI The Chairman from the Committee of Correspondence laying before the 
Court draft of a letter to Lord Melville, to be signed by the Deputation, 
Tee requesting that a longer term than that which was fixed in 1793 may be granted 
: : for the renewal of the Company’s exclusive piivileges, the same was read aid 
approved ; as was also : 2 
Draft of a letter to his Lordship, to be signed by the Deputation, submitting 
to his consideration the expediency of providing, that the additional dividend of 
ten shillings per cent. paid on the Company’s stock, under the act of the 33d of 
his present Majesty, cap. 52, sec. 124, may be paid out of the general profits of 
the Company ; and also, that authority may be given to make the Property- 
duty on the dividends a charge on those profits. 








No. XXIV. 


Lerrer from the Depuration to the Right Honourable Lord Vis- 
count MeLvinuz, noticed in the preceding Minute. 


No.XXIV My Lorn, East-India House, 18th March 1812. 
——. : Although we are aware that this may not be considered the proper time - 

Pepa atien to discuss the term of years for which the exclusive privileges of the Company 
etter. _ ‘ 


shouR®e renewed, yet, under the prospect of your Lordship’s soon leaving the 
India Board, we are anxious to avoid any delay, in requesting your Lordship’s 
attention to that point., ; 


On 
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On reference to the negociations in 1793, we observe that the principal No.XXIV 
ground on which the Company founded their application for a renewal of their - 
privileges for a long term, was, that sufficient time might be allowed for the li- ba Pao 
quidation of their debts at ingerest in India, the amount of which, at that pe- 
riod, was seven millions sterling. The term then granted was twenty years, 
from the 1st of March 1794, including the usual notice of three years, this term 
being gonsidered adequate to the object in view. 

The Company’s debts at interest in India are now supposed to amount to | 
twenty-five millions sterling, exclusive of the debt in Europe ; we ttust, there- 
fore, it wil) be evident, that a longer term than that which was granted in 1793 
is indispensable, to admit of the gradual reduction of the present debt, and the 
*efiectuial operation of any measures which may be determined on for that purpose. 

Without mentioning any particular term, we take the liberty of referring 
your Lordship to the Act of the $d of George H. cap. 14, to shew. that a longer’ 
period than that.granted in 1793 has been conceded’; and as, under every view 
of the subject, considering the contingencies of war, or other interruption, we 
are convinced of the necessity of a- more extended term, for the purposes of 
liquidating debts of such magnitude, and of restoring the Company’s affairs to 
that state of prosperity, which is essential both to them and the Public. We. 
rely with confidence on your Lordship’s concurrence in the opinion we have 
submitted. 





We have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servants, 
(Signed) Jacos Bosanquet, 
k Hocu Ineuts, 
W. F. Evpuinstong, 


-~ Epwarp Parry. 
"The Right Hon. Lord Viscount Melville, 


&c. &e. &e, 





No. XXV. 


No.XXV. Lurrer from the Derurarion tothe Right Honorable Lord Viscount 


Deputatien 
tter, 


Mexvixxe, also noticed in the preceding Minute. 


My Lorp, East-India House, 19th March 1812. 

In addition to the subject on which we had the honor ‘to address 

your Lordship yesterday, there are two points to which we are very desirous of 
calling your attention, before yonr Lordship leaves the India Board. usual 

The first point, which is mentioned in the hints submitted to your Lordship 
on the 4th instant, is the dividend of ten shillings per cent. paid to the Pro- 
prietors, under the Act of the 33d of His present Majesty, cap. 52, sec. 124, 
from the separate fund of the Company. 

When it was in contemplation to increase the capital stock of the Company 
in 1797, it was found that the payment of this dividend to the Preprietors of the 
new stock would have exhausted the separate fund, previous to the expiration of 
the present term of the Company’s exclusive trade. To guard against this, a 
clause was inserted in the Act of 37th of His Majesty, cap. $1, authorizing the 


. payment ofa dividend of ten shillings per cent. to the Proprietors of the increased 


stock, from the annual profits of the Company’s trade. 

The additional stock has not been raised, and the separate fund has been 
found adequate to the payment of the dividend of ten shillings per cent. upon 
the existing capital hitherto, and will continue to be so until the year 1819, 
when it will be nearly exhausted. 

As, the Proprietors have derived from the dividends little more than five fer 
cent. on the capital, it appears to us that, on the renewal of the Company’s pri- 
vileges, they may entertain a reasonable expectation of continuing to receive this 
addition of ten shillings to the usual dividend of £10 per cent.; and as the sepa- 
rateTimid will not, as stated above, be sufficient for the purpose, during any pro- 
bable term, for which the renewal may be granted, we take the liberty of sub- 
mitting to vour Lordship’s consideration the expediency of providing for the 
additional dividend, out of the general profits of the Company. 

The 
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The other point to which ‘we request your Lordship’s attention is, the NoXXV. 

payment of the Property-duty on the dividends. The Court of Directors and = " 
3 eputation 

the Proprietors have aiways torsidered it a hardship, that this duty was not — Letter. 
allowed to be paid from the profits of the Company ; we have the honor to 
enclose copies of letters omeecthis subject, which were addressed to Lord 
Castlereagh in 1803 and 1804, and we flatter ourselves that the arguments they 
contain will induce your Lordship, - when the question of renewing the privileges 
of the Company is under discussion, to recommend that authority may be given to 
make the Property-duty on the dividends a chars on the gencral profits of the 
Company. 
** As the profits of the Company were specifically appropriated by the Act of 
1793, some difficulty may possibly, from that circumstance, have occurred in 
conceding this point ; but as, in any new arrangement, the subject of appropria- 
tion will necessarily undergo considerable modification, we should hope that the 
objection formerly urged may easily be obviated. 

If it should be finally determined, that the surrender of any considerable 
proportion of the exclusive privileges of the Company is to be made, it appears 
to be the more necessary, that some boon should be held out to the Proprietors, 
in alleviation of the sacrifices to which their consent may be required; we hope, 
therefore, we may be permitted to indulge a confident expectation of your 
Lordship’s favorable consideration of the points now submitted, 


We have the honor to be, My Lord, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servants, 





(Signed) Jacoz Bosaneguer, 
*The Right Honorable Hues Inezis, 
Lord Viscount Melville, W. H. Evruinsrone, 
&e. &c. &e. Epwarp Parry, 


Cuarves- Mitts, 


No. XXVI 


Secret Court, 
24 Mur. 1812 


XXVIT. 


fa Melville's 
Letter. 
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No. XXVI. 


SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Tuesday, the 24th March 1812, 


The Chairman from the Committee of Correspondence laid before the Court 
a letter from Lord Melville to the Chairman and Deputy, dated the 21st instant, 
stating his sentiments in reply totheir letter of the 4th instant, and enclosing 

A paper containing “ Observations on the Hints suggested by the Deputa- 
« tion of the Court of Directors, $d March 1812.” ; 

The Chairman also laid before the Court a letter from Lord Melville to the 
Chairman and Deputy; dated the 23d instant, in reply to the two letters which 
the Deputation from the Court of Directors addressed to his Lordship on the 
18th and 19th instant. 

The same were read. 

The Chairman then moving the Court, 

Ordered, That the several papers now read, together with the other cor- 
respondence, which has passed, respecting the negociation for the renewal of 
the Company’s exclusive privileges, be laid before the General Court to be held 
to-morrow, and printed, as speedily as possible, for the information of the Pro- 
prietors, 








No. XXVII. 


Lyrrer fron the Right Honorable Lord Viscount MetviuiE to the 
-@parrman and Deputy Cuarrman, noticed in the preceding 
Minute. 


GENTLEMEN, India Board, 21st March 1812. 
I have delayed answering your letter of the 4th instant (received the 


6th) until I could transmit to you, at the same time, replies to the several pro- 
positions 


( 79 ) 
positions brought forward by the Deputation of the Court of Directors, at our, 
conference on the 4th instant. 

In submitting to you thése observations, however, I beg to be distinctly 
understood, as conveying to you only the present sentiments of His Majesty’s 
Government on the several points to which the propositions relate. Public 
discussion on such an important question, may possibly produce an alteration 
of opinion on some of the details ; and though the subject has been fully con- 
sidered, it may be deemed necessary, in the further progress of the measure, to 
propose, on some points, regulations of a different description from those which 
,are suggested in the enclosed observations. 

The Court of Directors are perfectly correct in supposing that it is now, 
as it has been for a considerable time past, the fixed intention of His Majesty’s 
Government, to withhold their concurrence from any proposition which might 
be submitted to Parliament for continuing to she East India Company their 
privileges of exclusive trade on their present footing. It is unnecessary now to 
discuss, whether the provisions of the Act of 1793 (by which the Company's 
fonopoly was so far relaxed, as to admit the goods of private merchants to be 
conveyed in the Company’s ships) have in any degree fulfilled the expectations 
or intentions of the Legislature. It will not be denied, that the facilities 
granted by that act have not been satisfactory, at least to the merchants, either 
of this country or of India. They have been the source of constant dispute, 
and they have even entailed a heavy expence upon the Company, without 
affording to the Public any adequate benefit from such a sacrifice. You will do 
me the justice to recollect, that in all our discussicns on this subject, both recent- 
ly and on former occasions, the admission of the ships of merchants in this 
country into the trade of India, in concurrence with those of the Company, has 
hever been urged as a measure, from which much immediate benefit would, in my 
opinion, be derived, either to the country or to the individuals who might embark 
in the speculation ; and I certainly am not without considerable apprehension, iat, 
ut least on the first opening of the trade, the public expectation, as to the gitish 
territories in India affording any considerable outlet for British manufactures, be- 
yond the amount-of our present exports, may be disappointed. On that admission, 
however, and on the necessity of guarding against the untestrained intercourse of 


Europeans with the tertitories of the Company, or of the native States in India 
‘ (in 


XXVII. 
Ld. Melville's 
Letter. 


NAVIL, 
Ld, Melville’s 
Letier, 


(in which also T fully concur), nc.v'y the whole of the arguments adduced by 
opening of tHe trade are founded. But it 





the Court of Direciors against i 
must be recollected, that in determining the question, as to continuing the whole 
ora part of the Company's monc;uly, it will be the duty of Parliament to consi- 
der, not merely whether i: may be safe to prolong it, but whether it may be 
unsafe to abridge or abolish it, As far as relates to the trade with India, and 
several other countries inciuded wihin the limits of the Company’s Charter, 
the Court do not appear to have succeeded in establishing the proposition, that 
any detrimentewiil arise to the public interest, either in this country or in India, 
or ultimately even to the interest of the Company themsélves, from the intro- 
éuction of private adventurers. If the Company carry on their ‘trade mofe™ 
expensively and with less activity and industry than private individuals, it, is 
unjust to the country, as well as to the inhabitar’ of British India, that the 
exclusive monopoly should be continued ; and in such a state of things, the trade 
is more likely to be advantageous to the country, and beneficial to the indivi- 
duals in their hands, than in those of the Company: but if the latter shall 
conduct it with skill and enterprize, and with due and unremitting attention to 
economy, the extent of their capital, and the superior facilities which they 
must continue to possess, of providing their investment in India at the cheapest 
rate, will undoubtedly afford them the means of successful rivalship with all 
other competitors. “ 

In adverting, in your letter of the 4th instant, to the statement contained in 
mine of the 17th December, on the proposed transfer of the Company’s army 
to the Crown, you do not appear to have understood accurately the purport of 
my suggestion, I entertained no doubt, as to the expediency of continuing to 
the Company’s Governments in India the supremacy of their military, as well as 
civil authority: but though various regulations may possibly be necessary, with a 
view to promote the discipline and efficiency of the army in India, I am not 
aw,,te, that any legislative enactments are requisite, except as to the amount of 
forraaachich His Majesty may be empowered to maintain in India, at the expence 
of the Company, and perhaps also some provisions, in regard to the relative 
powers of the Board of Commissioners and the Court of Directors. 

Tn your letter of the 4th instant, you advert to the question as to how far it 
may be expedient to admit into the trade with this country, ships built in India 

and 


( 81 ) ‘ 


and manned with Indian seamen. This is undoubtedly an important considera- XXVILE. 
tion, as it involves in it, to a certain extent, a departure from the principles on = Saatuttens 
which the navigation system of this country has hitherto been conducted. As ~ Letter, 
far as the East-India Company is concerned, it will probably be necessary to 
leave the matter on its present footing, during the continuance of the war; but 
if the trade with India is to be opened to all British ships, in the manner 
already pointed out, there seems to be no sufficient reason for breaking in upon 
the system of our navigation laws, by permitting any other than British ships, 
with a due proportion of British seamen, to import colonial produce into the 
United Kingdom, 

T have not thought it requisite, in this letter, to trouble you with any ob- 
servations on several points adverted to in your's of the 4th instant, which are 
also noticed in the enclosed paper of hints and of replies to the sevesal propo- 
sitions. I shall abstain, also, from any remarks on the calculations detailed in 
your letter, and which are introduced more with the view, as I conceive, to 
vindicate the Company in their past management of the exclusive trade to India 
and the government of their territorial possessions, than to any practical results 
to be derived from your statement, in relation to the matters at present in dis- 
cussion between His Majesty’s Government and the Court of Directors, The 
Committee of the House of Commons on East-India Affairs have already sub- 
mitted to the House detailed statements on that part of the subject, and in any 
further reports which they may present they will probably complete the investi- 
§ation. 


, 


Lam, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) Metviiug.. 


To the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
of the East-India Company. 


x No. XXVIII: 


XXVHL 
Observations 
on Hints. 
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No. XXVIII. 


Ossurvations on the Hints suggested by the Derutation of the 
Court of Dinectors, 3d March 1812, adverted to in the Soregoing 
Letler. 


Ist, 2d, and $d. It is deemed advisable, with a view to the security of 
the revenue and to other objects connected with the trade to China, to leave it 
on its present footing, and to guard, by proper regulations, against any encroach- 


‘ment on that branch of the Company’s exclusive privilege. 


4th. This proposition ought to be acceded to; with the reservation, how- 
ever, that the Governments in India ought to be restricted from imposing new 
duties, without the previous sanction of the authorities in England, 

5th, The Company are understood to have, in some degree, the power 
of regulating the internal trade of saltpetre in India; it appears, therefore, to 
be scarcely necessary to impose any other restrictions on the exportation of salt- 
petre from India, than such as may be deemed expedient for political objects, 
especially in time of war. 

6th. The adoption of the regulation suggested in this proposition, will 
probably tend to the security and advantage of the public revenue, in collecting 
the duties on all articles imported from the East-Indies and China, as well as 
other countries to the eastward of the Cape of Good Hope. 

7th. The Company ought at least to be indemnified from the charges 
ihvurred by this management. ; 

“eet There does not appear to exist any sufficient reason for preventing 
ships from clearing out for the East-Indies from other ports of the United King- 
dom besides the port of London, 

gih. It will be necessary, either by the regulations suggested in this propo- 
sition, or by athers of a similar SeenON to guard against the evil therein 

described. 2 

10th 
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10th. Tt will probably -be necessary to regulate the exportation of military 
stores to the East-Indies, and also of naval stores in time of war- - 
11th, It is understood that the object of this proposition is to secure to the 
manufacturers of piece goods in India the continuance of regular and constant 
employment, under the same system of local management, for their benefit, 
which prevails at present. If that object is likely to be attained, without con- 
tinuing the restrictions mentioned in this proposition, it certainly would be 
desirable that they should cease, except in so far as it may be necessary to 
regulate the importation of Indian piece goods, with a view to the protection of 
eBsitish manufactures. 
12th. As no such restriction exists at present in the importation of silk by 
private merchants, and as the reasons which have hitherto been adduced, on the 
part of the Court of Directors, for establishing such a regulation, though entitled 
to much consideration, do not appear to be conclusive, it will scarcely be deemed 
expedient to agree to this proposal. 
13th. This suggestion appears to be perfectly reasonable. 
14th, It is understood, that this proposition is founded on a principle of 
guarding against the dangers to which vessels of less burthen than four hundred 
tons would be-exposed on a voyage to the East-Indies, and also of providing for 
the security of the revenue, which might be affected by permitting importations 
in smaller vessels. These reasons, though entitled to due consideration, do not 
appear to be sufficiently strong to justify the proposed restriction, or the making 
a distinction, in that respect, between ships trading to the East Indies and to 
other countries. 
15th. This seems to be reasonable. 
16th. It will be necessary to provide, by proper regulations, for the care 
and maintenance of these persens, and for their return to the East-Indies, 
17th. This proposal would be wholly inadmissible, unless it were limitéd 
to such unexpired engagements as do not extend beyond March 1814, «Hen 
the Company’s present term of exclusive privileges will expire ; but the Peulic 
may fairly look to the Company to bear this burthen, as a compensation, to a 
cestain extent, for the continuance of the exclusive tradesto China. , 
18th, It will. be indispensably necessary, for the purpose of gurding 
against the inconvenience herein alluded to, that the existing restrictions sltail be 
cout need, 
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continued, with such alterations as may be requisite, in the new system of 
trade, . e 

19th. The number of His Majesty’s forces to be maintained by the East- 
India Company may, without inconvenience, be limited, as herein suggested, 
It will be necessary, however, in consequence of the increased extent of the 
British territories in India, since the passing of the Act by which the number is 
at present regulated, that a considerable addition should be made tu it. 

20th. It will be necessary, that the present system of accounting between 
the East-India Company and the Paymaster General should be abolished, and 
new regulations enacted, : ae 

21st. These demands must necessarily be arranged on the principles sug- 
gested by the Committees of the House of Commons, who have reported upon 
the subject of the accounts herein referred to. If it were necessary or proper, 
in discussing the future regulations which it may be deemed advisable to estab- 
lish, respecting the affairs of the East-India Company, there would be no 
difficulty in demonstrating, that the amount of force maintained in India has 
not gone ‘beyond what was requisite for the defence and security of the Com- 
pany’s possessions, and for other operations, intimately and inseparably connected 
with those objects. 

22d. The Proprietors ought to be secured, as at present, in their dividend 
of ten and a half per cent. ; 

23d. The whole of the surplus funds of the East-India Company, at home 
and abroad, ought to be applied, in the first instance, to the reduction of debt, 
till it is reduced in India to the sum of ten millions, and the bond debt at home 
to the sum of three millions, after providing for a proportionate encrease of the 
capital stock of the Company, if they shall think fit to avail themselves of the 
power now vested in them by law to that effect. 

\: 24th, It is intended to.submit to Parliament a proposition to that effect, 

or * salar in substance. 

**75th. If the object adverted to in this proposition can be obtained by ex- 
cluston from the dominions of the Emperor of China, and a prohibition to im~ 
port the produce of that country without license from the Company, it will be 
prefersble to the mode herein suggested. There seems to be no reason for ex- 
cluding the private trade from the Spice Islands. 
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~No. XXIXK. 


Lerrer from the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Metvitue to the 
Craraman and Deeury CHarmay, also noticed in the Minute 
ahove-mentioned. 


GentieMny, India Board, 23d March 1812. 

I have had the honor to receive the two letters which the Deputation 
from the Court of Directors addressed to me, on the 18th and 19th instant. 

It is undoubtedly reasonabie, that the further tefm now proposed to be 
granted to the East-India Company of their privileges of exclusive trade and 
the government of the British territorial possessions in India, should be for such 
a period, as may be sufficient, if unforeseen contingencies do not arise, to produce 
a considerable reduction of the debt, both in India and at home. The expe- 
rience, however, of the last twenty years, has spffisiently demonstrated, that it 
is impossible to calculate, with any degree of accuragy, on what may be the 
state of the Company’s affairs in India at the expiry of another period of the 
same duration. If they are prosperous, the same term as was granted in 1793 
will be sufficient for the purposes described in your letter of the 18th; but if 
untoward events shall occur, and the Company shall be again engaged in ex- 
pensive wars, it will be desirable that Parliament should have the opportunity 
of reconsidering the subject, and of making such new provisions as the case may 
appear to require. Under those circumstances, I do not think it will be ad- 
visable to propose a longer term than what was granted by the Act of 1793, viz. 
twenty years from the expiry of the existing period, with three years Proving 
notice. 

I have no hesitation in admitting that the suggestion in your Letter st x, 
19th instant, relative to the continuance of the dividend of ten shillings per; rept. 
on the existing capital of the East-India Company, after the separate fund 
shall be exhausted, is reasonable, and that it will be proper to comply with *, 

x ‘Your 
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Your proposition, in regard to the payment of the Property-tax, requires 
much more consideration, and I cannot, at present, bring myself to concur in 
the expediency of agrecing to submit it to Parliamgnt. A confident expectation 
may be entertained, from the state of the Company’s revenues in India, and 
from the reduction of expense which has already taken place, or which may still 
be effected, both at home and abroad, by means completely within your power, 
that a large annual surplus will be available towards the reduction of debt; but 
when it is recollected, that though the amount of the debt in India has Tecently 
been considerably diminished, ‘it has been proportionably encreased at home, and 
considering, also, that provision must be made, for the possible contingency of 
the Company having to pay, in this country, the interest, not only of their 
large debt at home but also of the whole debt of India, I do not think that ¥ 
would be wise or prudent, at least till after the experience of a few years, to 
make an addition to the permanent charges of the Company at home, to the 
amount of the Property-tax upon their dividends. 

Iam, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 


(Signed) MELVILLE. 
The Chairman and Deputy Chairman 


of the East India Company. 


c 





XXX. 


Nore from Lorp Mexviiie inclosing Copy of a Resolution of a 
Meeting of Persons interested in the Tin Trade. 


Lord Melville presents his compliments to the Chairman and Deputy Chair- No.XXX, 
man, and transmits for their consideration, the inclosed copy of a resolution of y oq Mel- 
+ ameeting of persons interested in the Tin trade, which was communicated to ville’s Note. 
him by Mr. Tyrwhitt. 

“India Board, 
5th March, 1812. 





« Redruth, 24th February, 1812. 
« Resoiven, 


“That Lord Falmouth, Lord De Dunstanville, the Lord Warden, 
the County Members, Davies Giddy, Esq., Mr. Unwin, and any other 
gentlemen of the county, interested in the tin trade, who may happen to be 
in London, be desired to use their endeavours to get a clause inserted in their 
charter, binding them to export a certain quantity of tin, not exceeding 1200 
tons per annum, at a certain price, to be fixed at twenty per cent, under the. 
average price of tin in London in each year.” 


ss 
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XXXL 


Letrer from the Cuarmman and Deputy CHarrMan fo the Right 
ant 
Honorable Lory Viscount MEtvitie, in reply to the preceding Safe 






No. 
My Lorp, East-India House, 21st, March 14e12. XXXL 
We have laid before the Court of Directors of the East-India Company, harman 


your Lordship’s note dated the Sth instant, transmitting copy of a resolu‘ion of and Deputy’ 


ter. 
z a n eeting 
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ameeting of persons interested in the tin trade of .the county -of ‘Coniwall, 
held at Redruth, on the 24th ultimo, desiring the Noblemen and Gentlemen of 
that county to vse their endeavours to get a clause inserted in the East-India 
Company's Charter, binding the Company to export a quantity of tin, not 
exceeding twelve hundred tons per annum, at a price to be fixed at twenty per 
-cént. under‘the ‘average price of ‘tin ia London each year Sand we hay been 
requested to inform your Lordship, that the Court have been uniformly actuated 
by the strongest wish to extend generally the sale of British manufactures and 
produce within the limits of the Company’s exclusive trade, and that the Court 
doubt not that the correspondence ‘which has from time to time taken place, 
between them and the gentlemen interested in the British Mines, together with 
the increase of three pounds per ton which the Court have agreed to pay in the 
present year, have impressed those gentlemen with a full conviction, that the 
article of tin has been a very particular object of the Court’s attention. 

That in pursuance of the arrangement made between the East-India 


* Company and the county of Cornwall, in the year 1789, there has been sold at 


the several factories in India and.at China, in twenty-two years, the total quantity 


‘of sixteen thousand six hundred and fifty (16,650) tons ‘of British tin, for the sum 


‘ef one million three hundred and ninety-nine thousand two hundred (1,399,200) 


‘pounds sterling, which gives the average annual quantity of seven hundred 


and fifty-six (756) tons, and the average sale price of eighty-four pounds (£84) 


“per ton. 


That it is understood, the quantity of ‘tin annually imported into Canton 
amounts to about eighteen hundred (1800) tons, and that the Court are most 
ready and desirous to use their endeayours, that the whole of the supply of that 
country, and also of the Peninsula of India, should be from the mines of 
Cornwall. But the Court fear, that the circumstances hereafter noticed will be 
found to be such, as to render it a matter of difficulty to maintain the export of 


Bigish tin at its present average annual quantity of about eight, hundred tons, 


art /ansequently, that a permanent annual export of twelve:.hundréed. tons will 


hate*sendency, by overstocking the market, to reduce the sale price in Asia, 
and\té produce gloss, evem at the present rate of cost paid by the Company, but 
which being superadded to the dxercase of cost required by the resolution of the 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen interested in the tin. mines, would cause a loss of most enormous 
extent to fall upon the Company, and which the Court are satisfied could not 
have been in the contemplation of the gentlemen who framed the resolution 
which has been transmitted to the Court.. 

; That it is'well known to the gentlemen of the county of Cornwall, that 
Malacga, Banca, and other places inthe eastern parts. of India, produce tin in 
great abundance: and as some of these territories are now under the dominion 
and government of His Majesty; and as the restrictions which have lately 
checked the trade of others, which still remain under their native princes, will 
have been removed by the annihilation of the power of the Dutch and French 
in the Eastern Seas, and the withdrawing of the obstructions to free intercourse 
consequent to a state of war, it would seem to follow of course, that the 
exportable commodities of those countries. will find a more. quick circulation in 
the places.where they are required, and. that Malay tin will be sent to China 
in considerable quantities, as formerly. 

That the Dutch Company are understood to have had a treaty with the 
chief of the island of Banca, by which that personage was-bound to deliver to 
them the whole of the tin’ produced in his territories, at the price of twenty- 
seven florins per hundred pounds Dutch weight, which is equal to about forty- 
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seven pounds ten shillings per ton, English weight; but which treaty being — 


compulsatory on the part of the Dutch, was evaded, whenever it was in the 
power of the native chief to obtain surreptitious sales at a higher price ;. and 
from the information which the Court have obtained, the fair current price of 
Banca tin may be stated at from sixty-seven pounds to seventy pounds sterling 
per ton. The Dutch Company obtained about one thousand tons of Banca tin 
annually, at the treaty price of £47 10s., part of which they sold in Asia, and 
part was sent to Europe, in the regular course of their trade. Tin is also pro- 
duced, in considerable quantities, in the countries lying on the Western side of 
South America; and the Court could, at the present time, purchase a quantity 
of South American tin, now in Spain, but which of course they declir*“not 

intending, om any account, to encourage foreign tin. ce 
That as there does not appear to be any sufficient reason: to expect’ that 
British tin will produce a higher price in China than Banca tin, and as the Court 
7 see 
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_No. see no reason whatever to hope, that the average prices which have been obtained . 

XXXE. for tin in the last twenty-two years will be exceeded in the ensuing twenty-one, 

Chairman 80 the Court wauld not be strictly justified in takimg a higher sum for the future 
and Deputy’s estimated sales than £84 per ton, or fifteen tales per pecul. 

. That it further appears, the average price -of all the tin which has been 
received by the Company from the county of Cornwall has amounted to seaventy- 
four pounds one shilling per ton, at which rate of cost the Court will state the 
price which the tin ought to produce in China, to reimburse the Company in the 
actual charges, except the freight, which the Court propose wholly to omit, 
they being ready to carry the tin out freight free, fe% 
Costperton,asabove = se TK IO 


Freight 3 _ A S * 7 = ie ch AOS 0 0-0 
Insurance, 3 percent. in time of peace, 6 per cent. in war, say 
4% percent, - - - - - - - - - “$8 6 8 
Omit charges in England - - - - - < d 000 
Charges actually paid in China, 2 per cent. commission, besides : 
boats and charges of the Factory, but say only 2 percent. - 19 8 
Interest for four months, at 5 per cent. perannum., - - - 1 4 8 





Total cost of a ton of tin - 3 - - - £80 2 0 





That it appears from the above calculation, the Company have hitherto 
received the difference between £84 per ton and £80. Qs. per ton, say £3. 18s., 
as acompensation for freight and charges of establishment ; but as the Court have, 
in the present season, agreed to receive eight hundred tons of tin at the advanced 
price of £78 per ton, the computation will hereafter be as follows: 


Cost price perton + = - - - 7 2 a - £78 0 0 
Freight Se - - - - - - - - + 000 
Insprance 42 per cent, average of war and peace, = - - 810 2 
Charges in England - -- - - 2 7 7 -  ® 000 
Dingsin China, 2 per cent - s » - - - - lll 2 
Intexest, four months - ° - - + - ‘ - 7 160 





£84 7 4 
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Total computation of tin brought forward £84 7 4 





Estimated sale proceeds, on an average of twenty-two years, is 15 
tales O mace per pecu!, ct pertons. = 5 - << - 84 0 0 
Difference + £0 7 4 





being ajloss of 7s. 4d. per ton, exclusive of freight and charges of establishment. 
But as the Court are desirous of extending to the utmost the advantages 
which may arise to the county of Cornwall on the present occasion, they propose 
that the last price of tin in Caina known to the Court, viz. 15 tales 8 mace per 
pecul, should betaken as the standatd of computation, although the Court are 
Yolly sati$ied that that price will not be obtained for a series of years, in cae 
of an enlarged exportation of twelve hundred tons, 
The estimate will then be: cost and charges of a ton.of tin, at . 
£78,,a8 before = = ee ee £84 7 4 
Sale proceeds, at 6s, 8d. the tale, and 15 tales 3 mace the pecul - 86 16 0 


Difference + - - £2 8 8 





which difference of £2. 8s. 8d. per ton is to defray freight and charges, as before. 

That the Court having thus fairly and explicitly represented the experience 
of the past, and assumed the most favourable view of the future state of the 
trade in British tin to the countries within the Company’s exclusive limits, the 
Court will revert to the effects which would probably be produced by the adoption 
of the proposition of the county of Cornwall, as to an exportation of twelve 
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hundred tons of tin, at a price to be fixed, from time to time, at twenty per * 


cent. below the London current price. 

That the price of Cornish tin, in the year 1750, was about £74. 10s. per ton 
in London, at about which price it continued (with some fluctuations) until 
the year 1789, the date of the agreement with the Company, in. which yearghe 
average price was £70. 10s. per ton in London. Ws 

That in consequence of the arrangement with the Company in 1789, 
whereby the surplus quantity of Cornish tin has been taken out of the London 
(2A : market, 
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No. market, the price of that tin has risen to £100, £120, £150, and even £171 


XXXI 


per ton, whereby the miners have been enabled to work their deepest mines, 


‘Chairman 204 to, meet the pressure of the times, in as fnuch that the agency of the 
and Deputy's ‘Company, in ‘this particular, has been termed ‘the political salvation of the 


Letter. 
county. 


That the price of British tin, this day, in London, is reduced to £133 per 
ton, although a parcel of prize’ Asiatic tin has now produced. at the Company's 
sales as high a price as £187 per ton, the fall in British tin arising, the Court 
apprehend, from the markets here being overstocked, by reason that the miners 
have declined to deliver to the Company, in the last three yeahs the usual quantity 


of tin for exportation to China, 


_ That it cannot be doubted but that the price of tin will again advance in 
London, so soon as the usual exportation’ to China shall take place; but -the 
Court will assume merely, that it shall remain ahora at the Bert Bice of 


£133 per ton. 


That in this view- ee the case, ca it cannot be supposed will bce 
‘but that the price must greatly rise beyond its present rate, the proposition before 
the Court will operate to the Company’s loss, as follows : 


The future market price of tin, per estimate 
Deduct 20percent ---- - « 


Leaves the price to be paid by the eomeeey - 
Add, freight = - - - - 


Insurance, war,* 6 percent = - - - 
Charges in China actually paid, 2 percent. - 
Charges establishments in England and China 
Interest 4 months, at 5 per cent. per annum 


Cost and charges of a ton of tin - - - 


Sale price in China, at the rate of 15 tales 5 mace per pecul, 


wis per ton - - 2 Ps ms e. 


wer 
Which leaves the loss on each ton of tin at - 


* Peace Insurance, 3 fer cent, 


- 


£133 0 0 
26 12 0 
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And supposing that twelve hundred tons -are taken each year, the annual 
loss will be £34,575: and further, if-it be contemplated that the contract shall 
be binding upon the East-Iiidia Company - for twenty-one yeats, the gross loss 
in that time, at compound interest, will accumulate to upwards of -£1,300,000. 

That the Court are fully sensible of: the obligation which is-imposed-upon 
the Company, in return for the exclusive privilege of trade to China, to exert 
their utmost endeavars to extend the consumption of British manufactures and 
.produce in that empire ; a duty which they have most actively performed ; and 
in the present instance with eminent success. ; 

That the Court desire steadily.to follow the same principles, and will 
therefore carefully abstain from making any observations onthe present octasion 

*which~inay call for a reply ; but as it has been demonstrated, that the present 
comparatively favorable condition of the tin miners has arisen entirely from the 
Company taking off their surplus tin, without any profit, or expectation of profit 
to themselves, it cannot be reasonably expected, that the success and stability 
which have been occasioned to the mining interests, should be urged as a cause 
to prove that the Company should embark in a new undertaking, which will 
most certainly be productive af the. ruinous effects above-mentioned, 

That as the gentlemen of the county of Cornwall have, during the whole 
course of the last arrangement (twenty-two years), expressed themselves satisfied 
with the justice, and indeed with the liberality of the. Company’s proceedings, 
the Court cannot but consider, that those gentlemen were not sufficiently 
informed of the actual state of the tin trade in Asia, when they drew up the 
resolution now under consideration. ‘i 
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That the Court cannot, therefore, consent to pledge the East-India Company - 


to receive tin at the high price now contemplated, nor at any indefinite’ price 
dependant upon future Contingencies; but that the Court will be ready to 
purchase of the county of Cornwall the annual quantity of eight hundred tons 
of tin, at the price of £80 per ton, payable by bills of exchange, at twelve 
months date, as at present, with interest for six months, at five per cent,,per 
annum in time of war, and four per cent. per annum in time of peace, she 
estimated out-run of which will probably be as follows, viz. 
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Cost of a ton of tin - oF se or 8 ee US - = £80 0 


ie] 
Freight - - - - ete - - oe - 0 0.0 
Insurance, 6 per cent. in war * - - -& - - - 416 0 
Charges in England - 5 e © +f fe oe 0 0 0 
Commission in China, 2 percent. - - a - - : 112 0 
Charges Establishment in China, boats, and interest four months 
at 5 per cent. per annum. : - - ° - - * 6 8 
Total cost and charges of a ton, of tin - = £8714 8 
Sale in China, estimated to be 15 tales 5 mace per pecul, or per 
ton Set eSB ee ie er 186.16. 220) 


Lossperton = ~- + «© + + « £0 18.8 


And that the Court will be ready to take a further annual quantity of four 
hundred tons, should the County see fit to‘offer the same, at the price of £75 
per ton, payable as above. ; 

But that should the newly acquired territorial possessions in the Indian seas, 


aided by the events which are passing in South America, open facilities for. 


importing increased quantities of tin into China, so as to reduce the price there 
in any considerable degree, it is to be understood, that the sum of £80 and 
£75 per ton shal] undergo revision, with a view to a just and proportionate 
reduction: on the contrary, should the price of tin be advanced in-China, the 
Company will be ready to make an equivalent addition to the prices now 
conceded, 

That should the county of Cornwall not approve the above propositions, 
the Court will be ready to receive annually twelve hundred tons of tin, and to 
consign the same to China, free of freight, there to be sold on account of the 
jroprictors, deducting only the insurance and actual expences, agreeably to the 
plage suggested by Nicholas Downethorne, Esq. Chairman of the Quarterly Tin 
Mtcetings in Cornwall, in the year 1789. 

That 


* In peace 3 per cent. 
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That the Court are desirous, that the County should adopt the latter 
proposition of receiving the actual sales in China, rather than the former, of 
selting the tin to the Company at £80 per ton: and asit may: be desirable to the 
proprietors of the tin to receive the greater part of the estimated proceeds 
before the account sales can arrive in London, the Court will agree to advance 
bills, as at present, at the rate of £60 per ton, upon the delivery of ‘the. tin 
to the Company, in London, to he repaid with interest, at five per cent. per 
annum, out of the amount of the sales. 


We have the honor to be, 


My Lord, 
Your most obedient humble servants, 
(Signed) Jacoz Bosanquer, 


Hueu Ive ts, 
The Right, Hon. Lord Viscount Melville, &c. 8&¢. &c. 
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AT A GENERAL COURT 


OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING 
TO THE EAST-INDIES, 


Held on Wednesday, the 25th March 1812, 


The Chairman acquainted the Court, ‘that it is made special, for the purpose 
of laying before the Proprietors the communications which have taken place 
between His Majesty’s Government and the Court of Directors, respecting the 
renewal of the Company’s Charter. 

The following papers were then laid before the Court and read, v7z. | 

Letter from the Right Honorable Robert Dundas to the Chairman and 
Deputy'Chairman, dated the Soth September 1808. 

2B Minute 
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No. Minute of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, the 12th October 1808 ; 
XMXXID. ang < : 
General Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Right Honorable 
Court, Robert Dundas, dated the same day. e : 

ri Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Friday the 16th December 
1808 ; and 
Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Right Honorable 
Robert Dundas, dated the same day. 
Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Friday, the 13th January 
1809 ; and 
Letter from the Right Honorable Robert Dundas to the Chairman and, 
Deputy Chairman, dated the 28th December 1808, : 
_ Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, the 17th January 
1809. 
Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Right Honorable 
Robert Dundas, dated the 13th January 1809, 7 
Minute of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, the 28th February 1809. 
Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Right Honorable 
Robert Dundas, dated the 5th December 1809. : 
Letter from the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Melville to the Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman, dated the 17th December 1811. 
Minute of a Secret Court’ of Directors, held on Monday, the 24 March 
1812, 
Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Right Honorable 
Lord Viscount Melville, dated the 4th March 1812. 
Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Friday, the 6th March 1812, 
Hints approved by the Committee of Correspondence, and submitted to the 
consideration of the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Melville. cae 
, Letter from the Deputation to the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Melville, 
dated the 18th March 1812, 
, Wetter from the Deputation to the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Melville, 
dated the 19th March 1812, 


Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, the 24th March 
1812, : . 


Letter 
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Letter from the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Melville to the Chairman No. 


and Deputy Chairman, dated the 21st March 1812. ~ XXXII. 
Observations on the Hihts suggested by the Deputation of the Court of Genta 
Directors the 3d March 1812,*adverted to in the foregoing letter> Court, 


Letter from the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Melville to the Chairman beast dia 


and Deputy Chairman, dated the 23d March 1812. 
Itewas then moved, -and on the question, ; 
Resolved Unanimously, That the consideration of the above mentioned papers 
be adjourned till Thursday next, the 2d April. 


——— 
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AT A 
‘SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, No. 
XXXII. 
the 31st March 1812. =< 
Secret 
Read again, and considered, letter from Lord Melville, dated the 21st ea, 
March, and his Lordship’s observations on the Hints. 1812, 
No. XXXIV. 
AT A GENERAL COURT 
OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING 
TO THE EAST-INDIES, 
Held on Thursday, the 2d April 1812. ae ee 
Minutes of the last Court of the 25th ultimo were read. Gansta 


The Chairman acquainted the Court, that it was assembled for the purpose Court, 
2d April, 
° 1812, 
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No. __ of taking into considération the papers which were laid by the Court of Directors 
XXXIV. before the General Court on the 25th ultimo. 

General : It was then moved, and aftera mature deliberation, 

Court, Resolved Unanimously, That this‘Court having.perused the papers laid before 
a them. at the last General Court, desire to express the high sense which they 
entertain of the great ability, zeal, and fidelity, with which the Directors have 
maintained the interest of the East-India Company. They return them-thanks 
for the powerful and convincing arguments by which they have shewn the danger 
which would await the British empire, from opening the trade of India, and the 
immense advantages which the nation has derived, in strength, revenue, territory, 
and character, from the capital and the exertions of this Corporation. 

That although this Court will feel it their duty, on all occasions, to“SOw'to" 
the determination of the Legislature, they cannot but observe with extreme con- 
cern, that no proposition is suggested of an increased or further dividend, either -- 
now or hereafter, or s@vantiee ‘of any kind whatever, to the Proprietors of East- 
India Stock ; notwithstanding the negociation for the renewal of théCharter, in 
1793, begun with a proposal for an increase of dividend of two per cent., which 
Charter opened the trade but ina limited and partial degree ; and notwithstand- 
ing that, while such great and progressive advantages have been obtained for the 
public at Jarge, the Proprietors themselves have made little more than common 
Anterest of their money. That now to be called upon to part with an undefined 
proportion of a trade thus established, and maintained hitherto at their sole 
expence, without any consideration for the same, secms to them to be wholly 
inequitable. Under these impressions, This Court confides to the Honorable 
Court of Directors the care of its interests in the farther negotiation for a new 
Charter, trusting to the justice of their fellow citizens, as well as to His Majesty’s 
Government and to Parliament, that théy shall receive that liberal treatment, 
which they regard themselves as so eminently entitled to at the hands of their 
country. 

And that the Directors be requested to'téport their proceedings from time 
to tirse, to this Court. 

That this Court cannot contemplate the essential change proposed in the 


constitution of the Company, by an unrestrained trade to and from India, with- 
out 
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out great concern and apprehension; not so much on account of the injury to 
which it will subject the Company in their commercial privileges and profits, as 
on account of the tendency which such a change must have to affect the system 
established by the Legislature, for the civil and political government of the 


Company’s territorial possessions, whilst it is not at all likely to afford to the. 


commercial interests of this country the advantages expected from it, 


Should, therefote, the opening of the trade to India be the ultimate. 


determination of Parliament, this Court cannot but express its hope, that all 
due care will be taken to accompany the enlargements which shall be given to 
individuals_in the Indian trade, with such regulations as shall most effectually. 
“guard ayainst the dangers to which those enlargements might expose the existing 
sygtem of Indian administration. : 
~ Draft of a petition to the Honorable House of Commons was then read, 
being as follows. [See No. XXXV.) 
~—"Sft was then moved, and on the question, 
Resolved, That this Court do approve the above petition. 
The Court then, on the question, adjourned. 
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Cory of a Petition from the East-Inpia Company to the Honorable 
Housr of Commons, noticed in the preceding minutes. 


To the Honorable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great-Britain and 


freland in Parliament assembled, 


The humble Petition of the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East-Indies, “ 


SHEWETH, 


That by an Act of Parliament made and passed in the thirty-third 
- vear of the reign of His present Majesty, entitled, “ An Act for continuing 


2c « in 
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“in the East-India Company, for a further term, the possession of the British 
“ territories in India, together with their exclusive trade, under certain limitations 
« for establishing further regulations for the government of the said terrritories, 
“ and the better administration of justice within the same; for appropriating 
“ to certain uses the revenues and profits of the said Company, and for making 
* provision for the good order and government of the towns of Calcutta, 
“ Madras, and Bombay ;” reciting, that it was expedient that the exclusive 
trade of your Petitioners, within the limits of their charter, which by an Act 
made in the twenty-first year of his Majesty’s reign, for establishing an agreement 
with your Petitioners and other purposes, was continued to them far a term 
thereby limited, should be further continued to them and their successors, under 
certain limitations and restrictions, for a term of twenty years, to be computed 
from the Ist day of March 1794, liable to be discontinued, at or after the end ~ 
of such period, upon three.years’ notice previously given n by Parliament for that 
purpose ; and that, during the said further term, all the territorial acquisitions 
obtained in the East-Indies, which by an Act made in the seventh year of His 
Majesty’s reign, for establishing an agreement for the payment of a certain 
annual sum, for a limited time, by your Petitioners, in respect of the said 
acquisitions and the revenues thereof, and by subsequent Acts were continued in ‘ 
the possession of the said Company, together with the territorial acquisitions then 
lately obtained there, with the revenues of the same, respectively, should remain in 
the possession of your Petitioners, without prejudice to the claims of the Public or 
of your Petitioners, subject to such powers and authorities, for the superintendance, 
direction, and controul over all acts, operations, and concerns, which related to 
the civil or military government or revenues of the said territories, as had been 
then already made or provided by any Act or Acts of Parliament in that behalf, 
and to such further powers, and under and subject to such other rules, regulations, 
and restrictions, relating to or concerning the said civil government and the 
appropriation of the said revenues, as should be then made and provided by the 
authority of Parliament; it was thereby enacted, that the said territorial acqui- 
sitions in the said former Acts mentioned, together with the territorial acquisitions 
then lately obtained in the East-Indies, with the revenues thereof respectively, 
should remain and continue in the pos ession ‘of your Petitioners, for and during 
the 
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the further term by that Act granted to them in the said exclusive trade, subject _ No. 
nevertheless to the several regulations and provisionsin that Act contained. And XXXV. 
by the said Act His Majesty was empowered to nominate, constitute, and Coripany's 
appoint, during his pleasure, such Members of the Privy Council, of whom Petition. 
the two principal Secretaries of State and the Chancellor of the Exchequer for 
the tin’e being should always be three, and such other two persons as His Majesty 
should think fit to be, and who should accordingly be and be stiled Commissioners 
for the affairs of India. -And the said Board of Commissioners were, by the + 
said Act, invested with full power and authority to superintend, direct, and 
+ RrguialLacts, operations, and concerns, which in any ways should relate to 
or concern the civil or military government or revenues of the said territories and 
aequisitions in the East-Indies, subject nevertheless to such directions, rules, 
~ gegulations, and, restrictions, and to such appropriations of the said revenues, 
as were _ by. that -Act_made, provided, and established. And it was further 
enacted, “that your ‘Petitioners and their successors should have, use, and enjoy, 
and should continue to have, use, and enjoy, the whole, sole, and exclusive 
trade and traffick, and the only liberty, use, and privilege of trading, trafficking, 
and exercising the trade or business of Merchandize, in, to, and froin the East- 
Indies, and in, to, and from all the islands, ports, havens, coasts, cities, towns, 
and places, between the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan, 
and limits in an Act made in the ninth year of the reign of King William 
the Third, or in a certain charter of the fifth day of September, in the. 
tenth year of the same King, mentioned, in as ample and beneficial manner 
as your Petitioners could thereby or otherwise lawfully trade thereto, subject 
nevertheless to the several limitations, conditions, and regulations in that Act 
contained, and also subject to the proviso thereinafter contained, for determining 
the same, any former Act or ‘Acts, matter or thing, to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. And it was further enacted, that your Petitioners should, at all times there- 
after (subject as aforesaid) have, hold, and enjoy, and be entitled unto all and 
singular the profits, benefits, and advantages, privileges, franchises, abilities, 
capacities, powers, authorities, rights, remedies, methods of suits, penalties, for- 
feitures, disabilities, provisions, matters, and things whatever, which by any 
former Act or Acts of Parliament, or by any Charter or Charters founded there- 

upon, 
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upon, or by any clause or clauses in the said Acts or Charters contained, Were 
enacted, given, granted, provided, limited, established, or declared, to, for, 
touching, or concerning your Petitioners, either ‘by the name of the General 
Society entitled to the advantages given by an Act of Parliament for advancing a 
sum, not excceding two millions, for the service of the Crown of England, or 
the body politic and corporate, called by the name of the English Company 
trading to the East-Indies, or the body politic and corporate called by the name 
of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies, 
and not by that Act, or any other Act then in force, repealed or altered, accord- 
ing to the tenor and true meaning of the said Acts and Charters, andaf that Act, 
freed and discharged from all provisoes and conditions of redemption ana deter. 
mination, in any former Act or Acts contained; and the same, and every of 
them, were and was thereby ratified and confirmed, and to continue to be held ~ 
and enjoyed, and be practised and put in execution by your Petitioners and their 
successors, for the better and more effectually settling and setting “to them and 
their successors the whole, sole, and exclusive trade to the East-Indies and parts 
aforesaid. And for the preventing trade thereto, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of that Act, and for securing also their possessions, estates, and effects, 
and governing their affairs and business, in all respects, as fully and effectually, 
as if the same profits, benefits, advantages, trade, privileges, franchises, abilities, 
capacitics, powers, authorities, rights, remedies, methods of suit, penalties, for- 
feitures, disabilities, provisions, matters, and things, were severally repeated and 
at large re-enacted in the body of that Act ; subject nevertheless'to such restric- 
tions, covenants, and agreements, as were contained in the said Acts or Charters 
then in force, and not therein or thereby repeated, varied, or altered, and subject 
also to the several enactments, conditions, limitations, and provisoes, in that 
Act contained. And it was thereby further enacted, that at any time, upon 
three years’ notice to be given by Parliament, after the first day of March, which 
would be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eleven, upon 
the, expiration of the said three years, and upon payment made to your Petitioners 
of any sum or sums which, under the provisions of any Act of that present session 
of Parliament, should or might, upon the expiration of the said three years, 
become payable to your Petitioners by the Public, according to the true intent 
and ~ 
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and meaning of such Act, then and from thenceforth, and not before or sooner, No, 
the said right, title, and interest of your Petitioners to the whole, sole, and XXV. 
exclusive trade to the said Mast-Indies and parts aforesaid, should cease and Gunes 
determine. And it was thereby further enacted, that nothing in the said proviso» Petition. 
last therein before contained, or in any proviso in the said Act of the - 
ninth year of King William the Third, or in the said Charter of the fifth day o 
September, in the tenth year of his reign, or in any other Act or Charter con- 
tained, should extend, or be construed to extend, to determine the corporation 
of your Petitioners, or to hinder, prevent, or preclude your Petitioners or their 
successors, from carrying on, at all times after such determination of the right to 
the sole, whole, and exclusive trade, as aforesaid, a free trade into and from the 
‘Eneisvies and parts aforesaid, with all or any part of their joint stock, in trade, 
goods, merchandizes, estate, and effects, incommon with other the subjects of 
His Majesty, his heirs and successors, trading to, in, and from the said parts or 
linxits. And by “the said Act it is enacted, that for and during so long time as 
your Petitioners should be~ entitled to the whole, sole, and exclusive trade and 
traffic into and from the East-Indies, and other places within the limits of their 
Charter, subject to the provisions, regulations, and limitations in that Act con- 
tained, the clear profits arising from the said territorial acquisitions and revenues 
in India, after defraying the charges and expences of collecting the same, should 
be applied and disposed of to the uses and purposes therein mentioned and 
expressed ; and also that during the continuance of the exclusive trade to your 
Petitioners, the nett proceeds of their sales of goods at home, with the duties 
and allowances arising by private-trade, and all other profits of your Petitioners _ 
in Great Britain, after providing for the payment of bills of exchange then already 
accepted by your Petitioners, as the same should become due, and for the current 
payment of other debts, interest, and other outgoings, charges, and expences of 
your Petitioners (their bond debt always excepted), should be applied and disposed 
of in the manner therein mentioned, as by the said Act, relation being thereunto 
had, may more at large appear. : 

. That the notice required by the said Act of Parliament hath been given by 
the Speaker of your Honorable House, for determining the exclusive trade of 
your Petitioners, on the 10th day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen. 

2D That 
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That since the said Act was passed, further territorial acquisitions, 
yielding a large revenue, have been obtained by your Petitioners, and such 
acquisitions have been annexed to the severdi governments of your Peti- 
tioners. in the’ East-Indies, and sundry debts, to a large extent beyond what 
are mentioned in or referred to by the said Act, have been incurred by your 
Petitioners, in the defence and protection of the British possessions in India, and 
by reason of wars, in which the British nation has been engaged with European 
powers, ‘ 

That such debts bear interest, and some of them are due in the East-Indies, 
and others of them have been discharged by your Petitioners, by means of 
money raised on their credit in this country, under the authority of Pagliament. _ 

That by virtue of the terms of the obligations for other part of sucn Indian 
debt, further “sums, to a large amount, will be payable shortly in this country, 
for which purpose it will be necessary for your Petitioners to raise a further sum 
of money here, a 

That the system established by the said Acts for the government of the 
territorial acquisitions in the East-Indies, for the management of the revenues 
thereot, and for the general conduct of the affairs of your Petitioners, hath been 
approved by experience; but the appropriations made by the said Act of the 
profits arising from the territorial revenues in India, and of the profits of your 
Petitioners at home, appear to your Petitioners to be inapplicable to the present 
state of the Indian debts and resources, and of the concerns of your Petitioners. 

That your Petitioners believe, that it is undeniable, that the exclusive trade 
carried on by your Petitioners has been a great positive advantage to the nation ; 
and although they do not presume to state as an incontrovertible fact, that greater 
public benefit would accrue from its being continued in its present state, than 
from its being any further opened, yet your Petitioners do venture humbly, but 
confidently, to assure this Honorable House, that the trade with China could 


not be opened in any degree, without extreme danger. 


That if it should not be seen fit to enlarge the term now held by your 
Petitioners in the whole of the trade which they now enjoy, without qualifi- 
cation, your Petitioners are ready to submit to such regulations as shall be just, 
and as Parliament, in its wisdom, shall enact, for the conduct of the commercial 
intercourse of His Majesty’s subjects, with those places which are within the 


exclusive limits granted to your Petitioners. 
That 
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That on account of the length and variety of the matters necessary to be No. 
considered and prepared, in relation to the subject of this petition, . your XXXV. 
Petitioners were unable to prépare a petition, praying leave to bring in a bill or Companys 
bills, relative to the Indian*territories and trade, until the time limited for Petitions 
presenting petitions for private bills was expired. : 

Your Petitioners therefore most humbly pray, that leave may 
be given to your Petitioners, now to present a petition to this 
Honorable House, praying that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill or bills, for continuing the possession, government, and 
management of the territorial acquisitions in the East-Indies, in 
your Petitioners, subject to regulation ; and for altering the 
appropriations of the profits arising from the Indian revenues 5 
and for enabling your Petitioners to raise such sums of money, 
-or to contract such pecuniary obligations as their affairs may 
require, in réspect of the payment, in this country, of debts 
originally contracted in India; and for settling the trade to the 
East-Indies and China, and other places from the Cape of Bona 
Esperanza to the Streights of Magellan; or that your ,Petitioners 
may have such other relief as their case may require. 

And your Petitioners, asin duty bound, shall ever pray, 8&c. 


Memorannum: ‘The Petition prayed leave to be presented is recited in the above 
Petition. 





No. XXXVI. 
aT & 
MEETING or raz DEPUTATION, 
the 4th April 1812. 


The Chairman stated, that himself and the Deputy had a conference yester- SOR 
day with the President of the Board of Commissioners, ext 


Read again, and considered, the Hints and the Observations on them. Deputation- 
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ATA - 


SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, 
the 6th April 1812. 


No. 

XXXVIL The Chairman stated to the Committee, that the Chairs had a conference 
—— yesterday with the President of the Board of Commissioners. 

c ae Letter from Lord Melville, dated the 21st March, was read, and further 


April, 6th considered. 
1812, 





No. XXXVIIIL 
; ATA 
COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Monday, the 6th April 1812. 

On a motion, 
No. Ordered, That the Company’s seal be affixed to their Petition to the 
XXXVUHI Honorable House of Commons, which was approved in Court and in the General 
Court of Court on the 2nd instant; also to a Petition for leave to present the same: and 
Directors, that such Members of this Court as are Members of the House of Commons be 


Gth April, requested to present the said Petitions. 


1812, 
No. XXXIX. 
AT A 
COURT or DIRECTORS, 
No. Held on Thursday, the 9th April 1812. 

XXXIX, On a motion, 3 

Court of Resolved, That agreeably to the Court’s resolution of the 2d ultimo, appoint- 
Directors ing a Deputation ,of Directors to confer with His Majesty’s Ministers, on the 
arr i subject 


1612, 
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subject of a renewal of the Conipany’s exclusive privileges, the undermentioned —_ No. 


gentlemen be appointed for that purpose, v2. XXXIX. 
The Chairman, Conrt of 
, Deputy Chairman, : ab Apel, 
The Honorable William Fullarton Elphinstone, 1912. 


Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. 
Charles Grant, Esq. 
George Smith, Esq. 
Edward Parry, Esq. 
William Astell, Esq. 








No. XL. 
aT aA 


MEETING or raz DEPUTATION, 
‘the 11th April 1812. 


The Chairman stated, that the Deputy and himself had a conference with No. XL. 
the Earl of Buckinghamshire on Tuesday last. ‘gpaiatiad 
Read again the Hints and Observations, and deliberated thereon, as far aS ith April, 
Article 12;— ° ‘ aes 
And adjourned to Monday next, at two o'clock. 








No. XLI. 


MEETING or raz DEPUTATION, 





the 1$th April 1812. "No. XLI. 
Proceeded in deliberating further on the Hints and Observations, and Deputation. 
Adjourned to Wednesday next. Bers ee 


25 
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No. XLII. 


ATA 


MEETING or rue DEPUTATION, 
the 15th April 1812. 


No. 





XLII. Dratt of a letter to the President of the Board of Commissioners Was read 
and approved ; 
Peeters And the Chairman was requested to submit the same to the Court of 
“siz. Directors this day. 
No. XLII. 
ATA 
SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Wednesday, the 15th April 1812. 
ee The Chairman from the Committee of Correspondence submitting to the 


—— Court draft of a letter to the President of the Board of Commissicners for the 


Secret A fairs of India, 
Court. 


iSth April, The same was read and unanimously approved. 

1812, é 

ee 
No. XLIV. 
Lerrer from the Drpuration to the Right Honorable the Barr or 
BuckIncHAMsuie, noticed in the preceding. Minute. 

Pee “My Lorp, East-India House, 15th April 1812. 
pore The correspondence between the President of the Board of Com- 
Petes missioners, on the part of His Majesty’s Government, and the Court of Directors 

etter, . 


of 
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of the East-India Company, on the subject of the renewal of the Company's 
Charter, having been laid before the General Court of Proprietors, we now, in 
consequence of the resolutions of that: body, propose: to ourselves the honor of 
continuing the correspondence with your Lordship, and especially to reply to the 
letters of the late President} dated the 21st and 23d of March, and to his 
Observations accompanying the former of these letters. 

In the first place, however, permit us to offer some remarks on the outlines 
of the flegociation, as far as it has hitherto advanced, and on the opposition which 
has begun to shew itself to certain propositions, respecting the necessity and 
importance of which His Majesty's Government and the East-India Company 
appear to have entertained similar sentiments. ; 

eu It is manifest, from the.letters written on the part of the Court of Directors, 
that they have contemplated with the utmost reluctance such an enlargement of 
the trade to India, “1s seemed to be-desired by His Majesty’s Ministers, because 
they believed -that the commercial advantages expected from it to this country 
would not be realized; and feared that it might eventually endanger the security 
of the British possessions in the East. We must desire on the part of the Court 
of Directors, distinctly, and in the face of the country, to state this opinion, not 
asadvanced without conviction, to serve a cause, but as the genuine result of such 
knowledge and: experience as the Court possess, upon a: subject respecting 
which ‘they have better means of information, than any of those associations 
who are now eager to take full possession of the Eastern trade, and upon which also 
it is certainly material that the Public should form just ideas. We have, indeed 
yet seen no arguments advanced, in answer to those reasons which the Court have 
offered against the opening of the trade, and particularly against the expectation, 
of the great increase to be produced by such a measure in the exports from this 
country to India, and the imports thence. Lord Melville has signified his con- 
currence with the Court, in thinking that the Public will be disappointed, at 
least at first, in this expectation ; and though his Lordship has said, that * the 
« Court do not appear to have succeeded ‘in establishing the proposition, that any 
« detriment will arise to the Public interest, either here or in India, or ulti- 
«* mately even to the interest of the Company themselves, from the introduction 


“ of private adventurers,” we must beg leave. to observe, first, that we cannot 
doubt 
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No. doubt “ the introduction of private adventurers” which his Lordship had in 
LIV. view, was less extensive than is now likely to be contended for by same portions 
Deputation of the public, and was connected, in his mind, with limitations and restrictions 

Heuer. In the conduct of the trade, which those who claim the largest opening of it 
exclude ; and, ‘secondly, that several reasons whith the Court have urged, to 
snew that much detriment would arise from a general opening of the trade, 
remain unanswered, either in his Lordship’s letters, or in any of the public 
resolutions we have yet seen. Until of late, the general language held on the sub- 
ject of the Indian trade was rather that the merchants of Great Britain should be 
allowed to apply their industry to such branches of it, and to such ports of the 
Indian Seas, as the commerce of the Company did not embrace; than that they 
should invade the portion of the trade which the Company carried on. But now 
little is said about the advantages to be derived from adventures to the unexplored 
parts of India, and the objects likely to be most warmly con’ nded for are nat 
new accessions of commerce to the nation, but a transfer uf much of those 
branches of trade, already carried on by the Company in London, to individuals 
in the outports. The large concessions at first required frém the Company by 
His Majesty’s Government appear only to have encouraged the merchants of the 
outports to make still further demands, regardless, as it would seem, of the 
political consequences that might ensue from a compliance with them, and 
apparently unaware, too, that the corporate capacity of the East-India Company 
is perpetual, and cannot be annulled, even if the qualified monopoly they have 
enjoyed were to cease. ; 

We are confident, my Lord, it was not the intention of His Majesty’s 
Ministers, that the East-India Company should be broken down and despoiled. 
of those faculties, necessary to enable it to perform the important part assigned 
to it by the Legislature in the government of the British empire in the East ; a 
part which probably it will be allowed to have performed well, and with more 
safety and advantage to the mother country, than any other system, hitherto 
thought of, could have done. The benefits accruing to that government by the 
reciprocal aids of revenue and commerce, the powersof which are united in the 
constitution of the Company, in a way peculiar to it, have been often seen and 
fully acknowledged, and were it necessary, it would be easy to enlarge upon 

them. 
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them. These powers have now become so ‘incorporated, that it is impossi- 
ble to separate them, ‘without essentially endangering the whole of a system 
that has proved’ in practice eminently useful. If, therefore, the commercial 
part of that system were now do be destroyed, the political functions exercised 
by the Company would be so weakened, as necessarily to bring into view ques- 
tions of the last importance to the safety of the British empire in India, and of 
the British constitution at home. . 

We hence assuredly rely, that the wisdom of Parliament, and the good 
sense of the nation in general, will resist those rash and violent innovations upon 
the system of the Company, which the merchants of different towns, proceeding 
upon theoretical ideas, and overlooking most material facts, now appear to in- 
‘énd, without any certainty, even of extending the commerce of this country, 
but to the unavoidable detriment of its political integests abroad and its financial 
interests at home. 

It was in contemplation of dangers less immediate and alarming than the 
designs now avowed threaten, that the Court so earnestly proposed, that the 
renewal of the Charter should proceed, with certain modifications, upon the 
basis of the Act of 1798, which made the Company the medium of the enlarge- 
ments of private trade; but having been forced to depart. from this preliminary 
principle, which they still maintain consults the true policy of this country, and 
the sacrifice of which they may observe, by the way, inflicts great injury upon all 
the private interests and parties engaged in the Indian trade, as established by 
that Act, particularly on the commanders and officers of the Company's ships, 
whose professional merits are universally acknowledged, the Court are, how- 
ever, perfectly satisfied, from the assurances already given by His Majesty’s Minis- 
ters from the beginning, that any enlargements which may be given in the Indian 
trade shall be accompanied with such provisions, as will guard against the 
dangers to which such enlargements might otherwise expose the existing system. 

Several of the precautions necessary in this view were suggested in the 
Hints submitted by the Deputation of the Court to Lord Melville, on the 4th 
March ; and upon these, and the Observations made on them by. him, we now 
feel ourselves called upon further to offer some elucidations to your Lordship. 


2 On 
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Hints, Observations; 


123 —128 


On the very important head of the China trade, permit 
us, my Lord, to remark, that although the security of the reve- 
nue is doubtless’ a very fit consideration for His Majesty's 
Government and for Parliament, yet the Company do not 
understand that the continuance of their exclusive privilege in 
this trade is rested on considerations of revenue alone, nor that 
it ought to be affected by any varying circumstances, in that 
branch of the public affairs. The Company have the actual 
possession of the monopoly of that trade, which was given them 
for national purposes, and by the perpetuity of their corporate 
capacity must be more capable of maintaining it against the 
competition of private merchants, than those merchants would- 
be to drive them: out of it. But such competition would be 
ruinous to the public interests; for the Company already supply 
the nation with as much as it wants of China commodities, 
which are almost entirely used for home consumption, and 
exports woollens and. metals of this country, to the amount of 
a million sterling annually, at a loss to. themselves during war, 
By competition, the cost of teas, and other China “articles, 
would be enhanced, the prices of our staples lowered there, 
and if individuals could possess themselves of the trade, 
the exports in those articles which they could not scll to profit 
would be lost to the country. A struggle, therefore, between 


“the Company and individuals, could only produce ruinous 


consequences to both. The jealousy of the Chinese govern- 
ment, which now allows only one port of that vast empire for 
all its foreign commerce, and subjects the European residents 
at Canton to a confinement to their factories for six months of 
the year; and to banishment to Macao for the other:six months, 
would undoubtedly take alarm at the ingress of indefinite num- 
bers of unconnected Englishmen from Europe, and if it did 
not at onte exclude them, would-soon be induced to do so, by 
the disorders which would not fail to follow, and which are on 

the 


Hists, Observations, ( ate ) 
the present limited scale of intercourse, prevented or palliated No, 
only, by the extreme caution and established usages of the XLV. 
Company’s supra-cargoes. Thus the trade would be entirely Dewinlon 
lost to the country, and with it not only the export of a million — Letter. 
of jis manufactures annually, but a revenue of four millions, 
with the fleet of excellent ships’ now employed in that com- 
merce, tothe great inconvenience of the people at large, the 
ruin of particular classes, and the complicated injury of the 
state. The resort of American ships to Canton, without either 
hindrance from the Chinese or consequent disorder, affords no 
paralle} to the case of an open trade from Great Britain and 
Treland to China. Those Americans, few in number, carrying 
thither only silver, and carrying eway silk cloths as well as tea, 
derived their reception and protection very much from the 
orderly English factory long established there, who have endured 
treatment from the Chinese government, to which no represen- 
tative of His Majesty could submit. We are satisfied, therefore, 
my Lord, that such provisions will be introduced into the new 
Charter, as will effectually secure this great branch of trade to 
_ the Company and the nation, in the manrier it has hitherto beew 

enjoyed- , ei 

4 — 4 We submit, that this observation ought to run thus : 
« This proposition ought to be acceded to ; with the reservation, 
« however, that the Governments in India ought to be restrict- 
s* ed from” making any alteration in the rates of the duties 
sanctioried by the authoritiés in England, er that they may 
hereafter sanction. . 


5 = 5 To the concession on this head, we wish it to be added, 
that the Company shall have a fair price for all the saltpetre they 
shall supply to the Government. . 

oe 6 As the confinement of the private trade to and from India 


to the port of London is an article of essential importance on 
the whole of the present question, involving the safety of the 
Company, it may be expedient, that we state somewhat fully 

the 
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Olservations: 


the various and powerful considerations on which the propriety 
and necessity of the measure rest. These considerations relate 


to the usages. resulting, unavoidably, from the nature of the 


Company, which for political, a8 well as commercial purposes, 
it is so material to preserve ; from the law of the land ; the exist- 
ing rights of individuals; the conveniency of the re-exportation 
of Indian commodities ; and the security of the public revenue. 
From. the first institution of: the East-India Company, 
they have used the port of London only; and the practice of 
selling their imports by public auction only, is also almost 
coeval withthe Company. 
Theutility whichdictated the first of these practices is obvious ¢ 
a little consideration will shew the other to be yet more necessary, 
If private bargaining and trafficking with individuals,and from day 
to day, were allowed in the sales of the great imports of the Com: 


. pany, how many doors would be open for collusion, imposition, 


and abuse 1 It would be impossible the business could go on in 
that way, and the very liability of it to suspicion, would be enough 
to destroy the confidence of the proprietors andthe public. Besides, 
the importations of the Company coming in fléetsat stated seasons, 
it suited the convenience of ail parties, that the sales should 
also be only at stated seasons, and public, which would afford 
the opportunity to buyers to resort from all parts, foreign as 
well as domestic to those sales, 

In the ninth and tenth years of King William the Third, 
the Legislature interposed to prohibit the sale of East-India 
goods, otherwise than by public auction ; and in the next year 
of that prince it was also enacted, that East-India goods should 
be sold only in London. Thus the law at present stands, 

The immediate object of the Legislature, in these enacts 
ments, appears to have been the security of the revenue, then 
appointed to be derived from the customs laid on Ihdian goods 
imported : 

And nothing so effectual could be devised for that 
security. To bring the imports to one place; to have them 
lodged 
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lodged under the keys of the Government officers; to have — No. 
them sold -publicly, in .the presence , of those officers; and, XLIy. 
finally, to.-haye the duties, thus carefully ascertained, collected Depotation 
through the medium of the Company, with .hardly any charge: tae 
The, whole of this practice is the most complete provision that 
can be imagined, against defect, fraud or, expense, in realizing 
this branch of revenue, to the public. 

But if this was material in the time of King William, when 
perhaps the revenue from East India Goods, including China, 
did not exceed £100,090, how essential must it be at present 
to the State, when that revenue exceeds four millions! 

With all the care now taken, and when London is the 
only lawful place of jmpertation, it is well known that teas, 
shawls, silks (prohibited, for the, ¢ncouragement of our own 
manufactures), and other articles, are at the present time, to 
some extent, smuggled on shore from the East-India ships, 
notwithstanding the penaltics of the Law; and when, in 
addition to. the legal penalties, the offending parties, if the 
,Company’s servants, are liable to further.fines and mulcts on all 
illicit trade. But.the hope of evading,the heavy duties will 

* ever continue to operate on ‘persons, who look no further than 
_their awn immediate profit or convenience. 

Eyery deviation from the established: usage would so far 
destroy its simplicity and efficiency, and open the way to abuses, 
Suppose the importatiors to be allowed to go only to one outport, 
a new establishment, new expence, new trouble, would be 

created, and.a channel opened for smuggling, fraud, and abuse. 
What would it be, then, if scveral outports were opened for 
the landing and sale of. Indian and Chinese goods ? % 
But this still supposes the Company, either for itself or for pri- 
vate traders, to be the only medium of importation. If, however, 
all individuals were to be allowed to import, and into all the 
ports of the United Kingdoms, especially jf it were allowed to 
26 employ 


9 


No. 
XLIV. 





Deputation 
Letter. 


Hints, 


Observations. 


( 116 ) 


employ ships of small burthen, which drawing little water, 


_ could run into obscure ports in the remote parts of England,. 


Scotland, and Ireland, where ‘vould be the practicability of 
any safe controul? Legions of Custom-House and Excise offi- 
cers must be appointed, ata very great expense; and after all, 
where the duties are so high as they are, especially on the articles 
of tea, silk, and fine muslins, smuggling without end must be 
expected. If private ships were allowed to go to the Eastern 
Islands, they could find means to procure tea; and if also 
allowed to return to the outports, smuggling in that article 
would be by far the most gaining trade. .- 

At present the duties upon East-India goods are collected and 
paid in London, at a very small expense to Government, and 
to the full extent to which they ought to be paid. This follows, 
because the value of the goods is ascertained by competition at 
the Company’s sales. Were every port to have its India House, 
where would be this general competition? The same goods 
which pay the duty ad valorem, would be liable to one amount 
of duty at Fowey, to another at Dublin, to a third at Port Glas- 
gow ; all differing from each other, and from that paid at London, 
There would be no remedy for this inconvenience, whatever 
may be said by interested persons to the contrary. The endless 
variety of Indian commodities, renders it impossible that they 
should generally pay what are called rafed duties, of so much 
per piece or so much per yard. Pepper may pay a fixed sum 
by the pound, and sugar by the hundred weight ; but the staple 
article of piece goods, and many others, must ever be rated by 
the value, quantity being no just criterion. : 

It therefore follows, from what has been above observed,. 
that were the trade to be carried to the outports of the United 
Kingdom, the revenue drawn from Indian goods must be 
greatly diminished, and the charges. of collecting it greatly 
increased, , 

Let 
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Let it be next inquired, what would be the effect of 
such a change on different interests; the persons already 
possessed of valuable property employed for the Indian trade, 
the exporters of Indian commodities from this country, and on 
the East-India Company itself ? 

The City of London, in their corporate capacity, as con- 
servators of the Thames, and all classes of persons .in the 
metropolis, who are engaged in the building and outfit of 
ships, in the carriage, warehousing, sorting, buying, and sel-, 
ling of the Company’s goods, have also a direct interest in the 
present discussion. 

The East-India Dock Company have likewise a very great 
and obvious interest in keeping the Indian trade in the Port of 
London 

‘With respect to the re-export trade in Indian commodities, 
at Jeast three-fourths of the imports from India have hitherto 
been for the supply of the continental markets. The foreign 
buyers repose confidence in the regularity and publicity with 
which the Company’s sales are conducted. When the trade 
was solely in the hands of the Company, the particulars of 
their cargoes were published immediately on the arrival of the 
ships, and distributed all over the continent. Notices of the 
quantities to. be sold, and periods of sale, were also published 
for the like distribution, ‘The sales of cach description of goods 
were made at stated periods, twice in the year. The buyers, 
of course, knew the state of the market at the time of coming 
to the sale, and the purchases were made under an assurance, 
that no. more goods, of such description, would be disposed 
of before the next sale. Hence they had a certainty of the 
market for six months. This established a solid confidence, which 
very much benefited the sales. Such confidence has, no doubt, 
been much weakened since 1793, when private persons were par- 
tially admitted into the trade, The chief object of the private 

° trader 
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trader being, as it always must be, fo obtain prompt sales to 
meet the payment of bills, East-India goods are frequently 
resold, while they remain in the -Company’s warehouse, merely 
by a transfer of vouchers. The goods, when so sold, will pro« 
duce from five to ten per cent. more than when in the hands 
of individuals. This is particularly the case as to drugs, which 
are subject to great adulteration, 

The confidence that has been entertained of the Company's 
regularity and -fair dealing -has been such, that the foreign 
buyers have- given their orders to their. corvespondenisi London, 
on the faith merely of the descriptive marks; and goods, on 
their arrival on the Continent, frequently pass through, various 
hands, before they are finally unpacked. 

By the mode proposed, it is to be feared the forcign buyer 
will cease to be at any certainty as to his purchases and the 
quality of the commodities; and this may, eventually, lead 
foreigners-to look directly. to India, for the supply that has 
hitherto been furnished through the medium of this country. 

To speak now of the effects of the proposed change upon 
the interests of the Company. And first, with respect to the 
East-India trade, properly so called, as contradistinguished from 
the imports from China. If the mode of private sale of Indian 
goods in every town in the. kingdom were introduced, would 
not the stated and the public sales, to which the Company are 
restricted, be. continually anticipated, and consecuently the 


‘supply of the foreign markets be so also ; though, on the whole, 


these markets could not take off. more? Could these sales, 
then, secure .a general assemblage of :buyers?~ Could it be 
reckoned upon, that the Company’s goods would go off, as 
they usually-have hitherto done, -at the sales? Could the prices 
be expected to indemnify the Company, when the market 
should be lowered by the necessity .or. impatience of private 
importers ? Could the realization, in money, of the Company’s 

: Indian 
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Indian imports be depended on: that realization, so necessary to 
the finances of the Company? and if not, how could the 
currency of their affairs be preserved ? how could they pay for 
exports to India? how could they maintain the fleet of ships 
they now employ in their Indian commerce: a fleet so necessary 
for the transportation of troops and stores and warlike services 
in India? And if the Company’s Indian commerce failed, and 
so much of the Indian imports were transferred to outports, 
what must become of many of the Company’s wharfs, ware- 
houses, and other articles of dead stock, formed at a vast 
expense, in consequence of this Indian trade? And where 
would be the benefit to the nation by the change? Would it 
be any thing else but transferring to Bristol, Liverpool, Glasgow, 
arid Dublin, that which London now has? Would it be really 
any accession of benefit to the empire at large? And what, 
to look towards India, would be the effect of an unlimited 
trade from the outports of Great Britain and Ireland to all 
those regions? Would it be possible to enforce the regulations 
which His Majesty’s Ministers think absolutely necessary, for 
preventing an uncontrouled intercourse with the East, and for 
averting the evils that would ensue from it ? 

These questions, to add no more, ought to be very clearly 
and satisfactorily answered, before so great a change is attempted, 
Before an order of things that has subsisted so long, and done so 
well, is subverted and destroyed. If great and sudden innova- 
tions ought, at all times, to be regarded with caution and 
distrust, sdrely ought those in particular, which are proposed by 
men for their own immediate advantage. ’ 

But what ate the arguments with which the merchants of 
the outports may be supposed to enforce their claim? Natural 
right; the freedom of trade ; allowing every man to carry on his 
own business in his own way; the odium of the principle of 
monopoly; the disadvantage with which they weuld carry on 
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the trade, if they were obliged to bring back. their ships to 
London, instead of their own ports ; the disadvantage to the 
«country consumers, 

To all this it may be replied, that supposing the whole true, 
are these arguments of weight and value sufficient to overturn 
the present long established system of the Company, and to 
endanger so large a portion of the public revenue? As to the 
arguments from natural right, &c., such arguments must always 
be limited by considerations of practical good. The only prac- 
tical arguments that occur in favor of the outports, are the 
advantage to the merchants themselves and to the country con- 
sumers. Now what is the amount of this advantage? Let it not 
be forgotten, that at present it is problematical, at least, whether 
any great Indian trade can be established by the private mer- 
chants; that, at any rate, the chief part of Indian goods im- 
ported into England is intended for re-exportation ; that London 
is the fittest port and mart for the foreign trade, especially since 
the Warehousing Act; that there is really little consumption of 
Indian goods in the. interior of this country; and that if no 
great accession of trade should be brought to the country by the 
private merchants, then they will have sacrificed the existing 
system, without obtaining even the object for which the sacrifice 
was made, 

It may perhaps be said, that the Hudson’s Bay Company 
has public sales, and that yet there are sales on account of indi- 
viduals of the same articles the Company import. But this will 
form no parallel case as to Companies, nor is there any great 
question of revenue concerned. The only article imported by 
the Hudson’s Bay Company is furs. The sales of this article, 
on private account, are also by auction, and ir is believed con- 
fined to London. The whole is comparatively a small affair, 
and can be of no weight in the present question, 

Upon the whole, therefore, it seems Most certain, that on 
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such slender grounds, with respect to advantage (and advantage 
as before mentioned only to be taken from London for the out- 
ports), with so little certainty of establishing any great trade to 
or from India, with such imminent hazard to the East-India 
Company and to the revenue, it would be contrary to the pru- 
dent policy which this nation has generally observed, and most 
unwise in itself, to venture upon so great an innovation, some 
of the effects of which were pointed out to the President of the 
Board of Commissioners three years ago (printed papers, page 
30), effects which, by his silence, he seems to have admitted : 
and, in a word, it may be apprehended, that they would amount 
to the destruction of the Company’s Indian trade, their Indian 
commercial establishments, their Indian shipping, and finally 
leave the China monopoly so insulated and unsupported, as to 
bring that also,-at length, to its fall, and with it, the whole 
fabric of the Company, and the great revenue now so easily 
realized through its medium ; nor can it be at all doubtful that, 
in such case, the China trade would also be lost to the nation, 

It is not irrelevant to this subject to advert to a passage in 
the history of the Dutch East-India Company, under the year 
1602. “ The plurality of East-India partnerships or societies, 
“ at this time, formed in Holland, creating much disorder and 
“ clashing in that commerce, the States-General summoned 
“ before them the Directors of all those Companies, and obliged 
“them to unite, for the future, into one,.to which United 
«© Company the States granted the sole commerce to East-India 
‘* for twenty-one years from the 20th March 1602.” They had, 
in consequence, several Chambers of East-India Commerce in 
Holland, as Amsterdam, Middleburgh, &c. but they were all 
under one united Direction.* 
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in the time of King William, the Company were allowed 


five per cent. on the private trade. 


Many remarks made upon the sixth article will also apply 
to this, which might have properly formed a part of it, We 
need, therefore, only observe here, that the permitting of ships to 
sail from the outports, will go very materially to injure the 
interests of those who were let into the Indian trade by the 
act of 1793; to increase the danger of colonization abroad ; 
and of injury to the revenue, by smuggling, at home, as well 
as another danger to be noticed in the next article. 

It is not only to all our Indian possessions that the expors 
tation of military stores ought always to be prohibited, but alse 
to the numerous islands in the Eastern Seas, inhabited by a 
vindictive race of people, who may be ready, not only to buy 
warlike stores, but to engage Europeans in their quarrels, and 
the sailing of ships from the outports will certainly increase the 
danger of these evils, 

The existing law, as to piece goods, enables the Company 
to confine the importation of that article to themselves. They 
have never availed themselves of this privilege; but yet it may 
be proper to continue it, because ‘‘ the regular and constant 
‘© employment of the manufacturers, under the existing system 
“of local management,” is a matter of consequence, not 
likely to be otherwise so well guarded, and that great impor- 
tations of piece goods would operate against the home manu- 
facturers, whilst a smaller select importation would be useful. 

There is a new reason for the same restriction in favor of 
the Company in the article of raw-silk, because such a general 
competition is now to be opened against them, and because 
they have, at great expense in a long course of years, by means 
of their own establishments, brought the raw-silk of Bengal, 
which they export, to a high state of perfection; and if that 


article is left to the competition of individuals, who will often 
haye 
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have to resort to the’ agency of indolent natives, the quality of 
the article may be expected materially to fall, and the silk 
manufacturers of this country to be much worse supplied than 
they are at ‘present. : 

It is proper to add, on this subject, that the restriction in 
favor of the Company, in the article of piece goods, is by no 
means of the value it was at first, the demand for that Indian 
staple being now greatly diminished in this country. 

Lord Melville has observed, on the reasons which he appre- 
hends had influenced the Court, in proposing that ships of less 
than four hundred tons should not be allowed to sail to India, 
that “ though entitled to due consideration, they do not appear 
“ to be sufficiently strong to justify the proposed restriction, or 
« the making a distinction, in that respect, between slips 


- © trading to the East-Indies and to other countrics: ’’ it is 


therefore deemed necessary to discuss the proposition more at 
length. 

In examining the subject of the sixth proposition, tic 
facility which small ships would afford to smuggling, were the 
outports opened for the disposal of the homeward cargoes, has 
already been considered. In further support of the fourteenth 
proposition, respecting the Jeast size of ships that should be 
permitted to go to India on account of individuals, the practice 
of the India Company, in tie early part of their intercouf$e 
with the East, might be adduced, for they soon dropped the 
smaller class of ships for one of five hundred tons; but as this 
country, in its improved state of navigation and commerce, has 
few ships of that burthen, except those employed by the East- 
India Company, the limiting of ships to be now employed jn 
the private-trade to India to four hundred tons, was supposed 
to afford facility to the most respectable houses, to benefit by 
the proposed enlargement of the trade. 
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Every one will admit, that there is more of respectabi'ity 
in the larger class of ships; and this circumstance should noi 
altogether be lost sight of with the inhabitants of India, The 
impression of the superiority of our maritime strength to that of 
other nations, and particularly of the Americans, who speak 
the same language, and who navigate very small vessels to and 
from the ports of the East, should be kept alive; and, asa 
reason of State, should have its due weight in the consideration 
of this subject. 

It is not only the peenabiing of the ship that should be 
attended to, but there is also a degree of respectability and. 
responsibility attached to the character of the commander and 
of the officers (of whom there is a greater establishment in the 
larger ships). ‘Their information is pre-eminent, particularly in 
those essential articles of nautical science, the variation and 
the lunar observations, in the navigation of the Indian Seas, 
and to and from thence. By such men, a better discipline is 
established in those larger ships which suit them: the ships are 
also better armed, and less liable to capture, than vessels of 
the smaller class. The length of voyage requires, not only 
superior equipment and a stouter vessel, but in order to guard 
against contingencies of every kind, subordinate officers and 
their assistants are indispensable ; because, in the event of the 
death of the principal officers, the knowledge and skill requi- 
site to supply their places, especially in cases of emergency, 
could be derived from no other quarter. Small vessels cannot 
have these necessary advantages ; an observation which applics, 
mere particularly, to such petty officers as carpenters and caulk- 
ers, in respect to matters that concern the hull of the ship, and 
to medical men in respect to the crew. 

it has been found by experience, that larger ships can be 
navigated at a less rate per ton than small ones: hence one of 
four hundred tons will require less rate of freight than two of 
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two hundred tons; a point of economy in the conveyance of 
goods, which is not to be disregarded, even in a national View. 
As India i is concerned, the smaller vessels will multiply a de- 


Observations, 


scription of 7} persons in the ports and throughout the country, 
whose conduct may have serious effects on the peace and quict 
of the Asiatic Governments, from the causes before mentioned. 
The minor ports throughout the country will admit of an in- 
tercourse and connexion between Europeans and the natives, 
which the vigilante and power of our Governments cannot 
discover nor control. , 
The ships employed in private trade should be constrained 
to navigate with a certain number of Europeans outward, so 
as to prevent, as much as possible, the introduction of native 
seamen to this country : and hence, for the sake of humanity, 
a surgeon becomes a necessary person, the employment of 
whom may well comport with the size of ships of four hundred 
tons or upwards, but not with those of two hundred and fifty 
or less. If the health and lives of seamen be thought of con- 
sequence to the State, the larger class of ships should certainly 
be preferred. If the present superior class of West-India 
shipping are of four to five hundred tons, where the passage 
is not more than six weeks, it appears at least as reasonable, that 
those employed in an East-Indian voyage, which may last many 
months, should be equally competent and formidable as the 
running ships, and not stand on a scale beneath those of the 
first class upon Lloyd’s books, so that the premium of insurance 
upon the godds shipped may be kept at the lowest possible rate. 
Whenever such enlargements, as may induce the subjects 
of this country to embark very large property in the Indian 
trade, shall be opened to them, it must be highly expedient 
that, for such time at least as may be sufficient for the return 
ot one voyage, the utmost possible security, which the Legis- 
lature can devise, should be provided, in order to check such 
hazardous 
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hazardous adventures as might otherwise be carried on in any 
description of vessel, or under the conduct of characters not suf- 


_ ficiently responsible, and at the risk or cost of the under writer. 


Of servations, 
— 16 
— 18 
— 19 
— 20 


If an honorable commercial intercourse with India be the 
object, such wholesome regulations will promote it; but if 
speculations of mere chance outward, and smuggling home- 
ward, should be inthe contemplation of any adventurers, pro- 
tection to the fair trader, to the East-India Company, and to 
the revenue, can only be secured by some efficient law, respect- 
ing the size of the-ships, and their consequent equipment in 
stores and force, under the conduct of able and_ responsible 
commanders and crews. . 

The regulations proposed with respect to TLascars, are only 
intended for a time of war. No Lascars should be brought to 
this country in a time of peace. 

The existing regulations,-as to ingress and settlement of 
unlicensed Europeans into the Company’s establishments and 
territories, to be continued. No British subjects to be allowed 
to settle in any country within the Company’s limits, and not 
under the government of the Company 

The King’s forces, maintainable by the Company in India, 
not to exceed fifteen thousand men in all; and this number to 
be reduced, as may be found practicable. 

If the proposition made by the Company, to be henceforth 
charged so much per regiment of a given force, or somuch per 
man, be not adopted, we shall be glad to receive any specific 
proposition, for putting upon a cléar and equitable footing the 
adjustment of accounts between the Pay Office and the Com- 
pany. By any such arrangement, we cannot doubt, that, at 
least, the intricacies of the present mode of settlement, utterly 
unsatisfactory as it isto the Company, will be got rid of, even 
if the expence should not be diminished: but will it, for ex- 


ample, admit of any question, whether, when the Company 
have 
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have been charged, as they really have been, with the expense 
of an entire Jrecruiting company at home, as constantly raising 
recruits, and whilst, in many instances, the recruits so raised 
have been sent, not to India, but to other quarters, the recruit- 
ing company having also been at all times available for internal 
service, it can come within the equity of the 127th clause of the 
Act of 1793, or ever could have been intended to charge the 
expense of such company to the Indian territories ? Or is itjust, 
that the expense of the colonel of a regiment, employed either 
at home or on the Continent, or perbaps on a furlough staff ap- 
pointment, should be partly charged to the East India Com- 
pany, and his pay be drawn from them ? As all parties, there- 
fore, agree in the pacer of an alteration, the sooner it is 
made the better. 

The Court of Directors have already objected, and must 
ever object, to the arbitrary mode adopted by a Committee of 
the House of Commons in 1805, for the settlement of the de- 
mands of the Company on Government. We think it a clear 
and equitable principle, that the expense of captures made, and 
not retained by the Company, but transferred to His Majesty, or 
by His Majesty restored to the enemy, should be charged to 
the Public. 

The ordinary pay of the Company’s troops employed on 
such services, and especially in places out of the sphere of In- 
dia, as in Egypt, should also be placed to account of the Public. 
- On these grounds we beg leave to propose, that the ba- 
lance of demands now made by the Pay Office on the Com- 
pany, be set off, by the sums which they are yet unpaid for the 
capture of Ceylon and the Moluccas, and for the expedition to 
Egypt. Even then, the settlement will be greatly to the ad- 
vantage of the Public, as the Company have made good to the 
Pay Office a sum exceeding two millions, in addition to which 
they have, since the year 1797, been’ charged for King’s 
2K troops 
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No. troops beyond the number for which the law obliged them to 
XLIV, pay, atthe average annual rate of about three thousand fire- 
Deputation locks, besides the officers and serjeants requisite for that number 

Letter. of men. 
22 —~ 22 As a supplement to this article, the Court cannot help 


again submitting to consideration, the earnest desire <ad hope 
of the Proprietors to be exonerated, out of the general funds 
of the Company, from the payment of the Property-tax. The 
dividends of other public Companies are thus exempted; and 
it is but a small consideration, in the immense concerns of the 
Company, from which the Proprietors have, .on the whole, yet® 
derived only the ordinary interest of money, in return for all 
the hazards their property has run. 

23 — 23 The debt of which the Court of Directors meant to speak 
in the twenty-third proposition, was the whole of the Indian 
debt, part of which, to the amount of about seven millions, 
has been transferred to England. The observation of Lord 
Melville will coincide with this proposition, and the Court 
of Directors can have no material objection to his Lordship’s 
proviso, respecting the reduction of the bond debt at home to 
three millions ; but experience has shewn the inconvenience of 
confining within narrow limits, by parliamentary regulation, 
the amount of this debt. 

25 — 25 Considering how probable it is, that private adventurers 
will desire to obtain a supply of the article of tea, in order to 
be smuggled into this country and to foreign parts, and consi- 
dering also the importance of not endangering the commercial 
intercourse now permitted by the Chinese. to. the British nation, 
through its long established organ: the East-India Company, it 
is obviaus, that effectual provision ought to be made, in some 
mode or other, for preventing both these evils; and we shall be 
glad to hear any propositions which were in Lord Melville’s 


contemplation, or may be in your Lordship’s, as more likely to 
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suit that end than the suggestion we have offered, In the mean 
time, we feel it incumbent upon us to request your Lordship’s 
attention to Some remarks on the question of admitting private 
ships to the Spice Islands, The demand of all Europe for the 
spices of the Moluccas is so limited, that one or two of the Com- 
pany’s ships may import a sufficient quantity for the supply of it: 
the division, therefore, of this supply among the Company and 
the Merchants in general of this country, will leave so little to 
the individuals of the latter class, as to form no object worthy 
of long and distant enterprize ; not to mention, that spices are 
now rising up in other parts of the East, which renders these 
islands less important than they have been. The. maintenance 
of the Melucca Islands, which produce no: valuable commodity 
but spices, occasions to the Company a heavy expense, and 


Observations. 


can only be compensated by a monopoly of their trade ; and if. 


private merchants are to participate in. that trade, they ought’ 
also to bear a proportionable share of the charge of establish- 


ment in those islands. But the spice trade is not. the most 


interesting consideration belonging to this question. If in any 
of the islands in the Eastern Seas, not beloaging to the Com- 
pany, British subjects were to settle, (a thing which the Com- 
pany, even if armed with legal powers, would find it difficult 
to prevent, after those seas should be open to all the ships of 
this country,) it would seem ‘impossible to hinder them froin 
obtaining, by one means or other,. a supply of the teas of China, 
for the purpose of being smuggled into Europe.. That object 
alone might be tempting enough:to induce a settlement, where 
no other circumstance was-sufficiently inviting. And if from 
this motive, or a concurrence of others which might be sup- 
posed, a number of Englishmen were once to unite themselves 
in that quarter, whither new individuals might continually re- 
sort, and whence, again, they might repair to all the ports of the 
Indian continent, it would seem scarcely ‘practicable to preserve 
the efficiency of regulations formed, either here or by the Indian 

Governments, 
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Governments, for the exclusion of unlicensed persons from 
* their territories. Such would be the danger, especially of any 
British settlement in the Eastern’Archipelazo, not subjected to 
the government of the Company; a danger very seriously to 
be deprecated: and even in those held by them, as the Moluc- 
‘cas, if they were open to all British ships, it may welfdeserve 
consileration, whether there might not be s:me liability to 
danger of the same kind. On all these grounds it really seems 
advisable, that British ships from Europe should not have access 
to the Spice Islands, 
Having concluded our remarks upon the propositions and observations. 
hitherto brought under discussion, we next beg leave to suggest some other 
regulations, growing out of the general subject now under consideration, and 
of our past correspondence. These, we trust, will be found so obviously 
Proper and necessary, as to require no enforcing argument. 
26th Proposition.—That no ship shall go from any British colony to the 
East-Indies or China, without the special license of the Company. 
27th Proposition.—Private ships going from the United Kingdom to India, 
to sail direct from that: kingdom thither, and from India to that kingdom, 
without pursuing any circuitous route, 
28th Proposition. Ships going from this kingdom to India, not to engage 
in the coasting trade of India, but to be permitted to go from one port of 
delivery of the original cargo, to another for the full discharge of it, 
We have the honor to be, My Lord, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble seryants, 
(Signed) Wuex Ineuts, 
Rosert TxHorntoy, 
Jacoz Bosanquer, 
W. F. Exputnstone, 
Caries Grant, 
Epwarp Parry, 
Witttam ASTELL, 
Grorce Smiru. 
The Right Honorabie the Ear] of Buckinghamshire, 
&e &a &a : 
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No. XLV. : 
ATA 
.» SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, 
The 17th April, 1812. No. 


The Committee took into consideration the state of the negociation for the « XLV, 
renewal of the Company’s exclusive privileges, and deliberated maturely upon — gecret 





* . Committee, 
several points connected therewith. erage 
1812. 
No. XLVI. 
AT A 


SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, 
The 20th April 1812. 


The Chairman laid before the Committee minutes of a conversation held — No, 
yesterday evening, between the President of the Board of Commissioners and XLVI. 


himself. ri 
t 
Tt was unanimously agreed, that the same be submitted to the Court of Cormiite, 





Directors to-day, together with a minute thereon, now read and unanimously oe 
approved, being as follows, viz. 
{Entered in the succeeding Minutes of Court, No. XLVIT.] 
No. XLVI. 
ATA 
SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Monday, the 20th April 1812. No, 

The Chairman from the Committee of Corzespondence laying before the XLVIT, 
Court minutes of a conversation between the President ef ‘the Board of Commis- Secret 
sioners and himself, held yesterday evening ; ork Ne 
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The Court, after deliberating thereupon, agreed unanimously to the following 
minute, vz. 

The Chairman having, in a Secret Court of wirectors, communicated the 
minute of a conversation which he held last night with the President of the 
Board ‘of Commissioners, the Court learn from thence, with very great concern, 
that it seems to be the present disposition of His Majesty’s Ministers, to extend 
to the merchants of this country the privilege of importing goods from India 
into all the outports of the United Kingdom, to which the Warehousing Act 
extends, which ports are in number. The Court have, frou. the begin. 
ning of the negociation, declared their firm conviction, that if the import trade 
from India were not confined to the port of London, the system of tie Com* 
pany’s public sales, their trade to and from China, the dividend depending 
chiefly on that trade, and the political functions which, aided by those privileges, 
they exercise, for the benefit of the nation, in the governmeut of ihe Indian 
empire, would be destroyed; as well as the revenue of this country, by the 
extensive practice of smuggling, which wvuid inevitably follow the proposed 
alteration, be essentially injured. The Court having never before received from 
His Majesty’s Ministers any intimation that they differed with the Court upon 
this point ; having stated their opinion, with the reasons for it, tu their Consti. 
tuents and the Public; having seen no argument advanced in opposition to it; 
and remaining still persuaded of its truth; they feel it impossible, as men of 
integrity, invested with public trast and responsibility, to recommend to their 
Constituents to abandon the proposition for restricting the import trade to 
London, and would most earnestly request His Maje-ty’s Ministers to reconsider 
the communication made to the Chairman by the Earl of Buckinghamshire, and 
to give the Chairs, or a Deputation of the Court, an opportunity of waiting on 
them, before any final resolution, adverse to the Compariys is adopted on this 
very ippenan head. 
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Muxvutes of a Conversation between the Right Honorable the Ear or 
BucKINGHAMSHIRE und Sir Uvex Incuts, held on Sunday Evening, 
the 19th April 1812, concerning the Trade, and noticed in the 


. 


preceding Minute. 


e 
Lord Buckinghamshire stated, that it had been determined to preserve the See 
, Monopoly of the tea trade to the Company, but to permit the private traders to 
fill up and assort their cargoes with nankeens and other arhicless the produce of Minus of 
* China, which they would procure in India. haa 
His Lordship then stated, that it was the determination of His Majesty’s 1812. 
Ministers to recommend to Parliament to’ permit- private ships to clear out from 
any port of the United Kingdom, but that they should only be permitted to 
import into those places where the warehousing system existed. Sir Hugh Inglis 
stated it as his opinion, that the Court of Directors, in the first instance, and the 
Court of Proprietors, when laid before them, would resist, by every means in 
their power, a measure so fatal to the vital interests of the Company and to the 
public revenue, as would be the measure of allowing the ships of individuals to 
import into any place but the port of London; and that, situated as he was, he 
should consider it his duty to resist, and recommend to.the Court of Directors, 
and ultimately the Proprictors, to resist the proposition, 
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; No, 
of Piece Goods. XLIX. 
Hoyorasre Sirs, London, 21st April 1812. Resolutions, 


I have the honor to hand you, by the direction of the Buyers of Piece Pare oF 
Goods, a copy of the Resolutions they have agreed to this day, and have to ees 
request 
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request the favor of your support and influence with His Majesty’s Ministers, to 
preserve to the port of London, alone, the import of India piece goods. 
I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
Honorable Sirs, 
Your most obedient and most faithful servant, 
(Signed) Tuomas Brown. ~ 

The Honorable the Chairman and 

Deputy Chairman of the United 

East-India Company. % 





At a Meeting of the Buyers and Others, interested in the Sale of East-India ~ 
Piece Goods, held at the City of London Tavern, the 21st of April 1812. 
Tuomas Brown, Esq. in the Chair. 

Resolved Unanimously; 
That it is our duty to watch the progress of the East-India Company’s 
Charter, to prevent arrangements being made prejudicial to our interests, inju- 
rious to the public revenue, and detrimental to the British manufacturers them- 
selves, 

That we see with pleasure, that the Directors of the East-India Company 
are impressed with the necessity of continuing the import of piece goods solely 
to the port of London, as their sale at an outport would bring a serious loss on 
the revenue, and be very hurtful to the cotton manufacturers of Great Britain, 

That as piece goods are of an uncertain value, and depend very much on 
competition, it would not be possible to obtain the same prices for them at an 
outport, as they fetch in London; and, consequently, that we should be under- 
sold at the outports, unable to carry on our business with the honour, respecta- 
bility, and advantage we have hitherto done, and probably obliged to abandon 
the pursuit many of us have been engaged in for a great number of years, and 
driven to seek fresh undertakings, at a time when little benefit can be expected 
from them, And it is the opinion of this meeting, that it is the decided interest 


of the importers of piece goods themselves, that they should be continued to be 
brought 
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brought to sale in the port of London (as the emporium of commerce) in the way 
they now are, where they will have the benefit of the Company’s own assortment. 
That the duty on muslins and : 
nankeens is.....sse-++-++e006-- £10 O O percent. on importation, 
and 27 6 8 percent. on home consumption, 








Together £37 6 8 percent. 





On callicoes, dimities, and é 
shawls ....sccercseeeeveeeeee £3 6 8 percent. on importation, 
and 68 6 8 percent. on home consumption, 


Together £71:13 4 per cent. 


et tees 


That as these duties are paid’on the prices obtained at the East-India Com- 


pany’s Sales, if a piece of muslin sell for fifty in lieu of one hundred shillings, the 
revenue for home consumption is injured £37. 6s. 8d. per cent. on the differences 
or 18s. 10d. per piece. Ifa piece of longcloth sell for 25s. in lieu of 36s., the 
revenue is injured £71. 18s. 4d. per cent. on the difference, or 7s. 10$d. per 
piece. F 
That in all silk and prohibited goods, and even in white goods, if not brought 
to the port of London, it is much to be feared, no restraints could prevent smug~ 
gling ; which would occasion a loss of the whole duty to government, be seriously 
injurious to the fair trader, and especially to the manufacturers of silk goods in 
Spitalfields and elsewhere. 

That the introduction of Indian piece goods to the consumption of this 
kingdom at low prices, in consequence of a total evasion of duty, or a payment 
of duty on reduced prices, would be a seriou$ injury to the British cotton manu- 
facturers. ° 

That the same ill effects would occur to the manufacturers of Lancashire and 
Scotland, if sales of Indian piece goods were frequently to be made at Liverpool 
and Glasgow, or in any of the ports in the neighbourhood of the manufactories. 

That it is of the greatest advantage to the great kody of British cotton 
manufacturers to confine the import of India piece goods to one port, as it gives 

2M them 


No. 
XLIX. 


* Resolutions, 


Buyers of 
Piece Goods. 


No.” 
XLIX, 


Resolutions, ! 
Buyers of 
Piece Goods, ’ 
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them the opportunity. af viewing: them, and regulating their’ alanufacforiess’ 
according to the quantity and sorts intended for sale ; whereas, if individuals 
were allowed to import piece goods, and sell them at an outport, the British 
manufacturerwould never know what quantity might be brought into the mariet, 
or how to regulate his manufactory. 

That the principal ‘factories in India for muslins, callicoes, and silk goods, 
being in the hands of our East-India Company, and the greatest attention being 
paid to maintain the qualities and fabrics of each sort, it is reasonable to conclude, 
that the same influx of forcigners, who purchase very large quantities of the 
national manufactures, will attend the sales at the India House (whenever the , 
politics of Europe will allow them. to come) as used to resort here fora series of 
years, provided the quantity exposed to sale by the East-India Company is of 
sufficient importance to draw their attention. 

That’ the plan now pursued, of having periodical half yearly sales of piece 
goods, and publishing a declaration, every three months previous to the safe,’ 
prevents every: merchant.and manufacturer from-being suddenly surprized by an. 
excessive quantity being brought on, and enables the foreign buyer to make his? 
arrangements to attend the sale, or to send his orders. 

That a Committee be now appointed to carry into effect the above resolu- 
tlons, and add thereto any others they may concur in ; and that the following 
gentlemen be chosen of this Committee, with power to add to their numbers. 


Thomas Brown, Fsq. Chairman, 
Messrs, George Ranking, 
_ Thomas Gould, 
James Cazenove, 
Frederick Molling, 
L. M., Files, 
S. M. Farnworth, 
Thomas Wilson, . 
Robert Brown. 


That 
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That the foregoing resolutions be signed by the Chairman, and that an | No. 
interview be asked aa the Right Honorable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, XLIX. 
to lay the resolutions before him. 

Resolutions, 

That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be handed to the Chairman and. Buyers of 
Déput, * Chairma: of the East-Indix Compaty, with a request that they will Piece Goods. 
continue their strenuous efforts, in securing the importation of India piece goods 
to the Port of London alone.. 


(Signed) Trosras Brown; 





Chairman. 
No. L. 
ATA 
SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, 
the 24th April, 1812, ; oe 





‘The Committee deliberated on the several points at issue in the present 
Negociation with His Majesty’s Ministers, 


et Come. 








No. LI. 
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No. LI. 


Reso. rions of a Meeting of the Merchants, Manufacturers, Traders, 
and Others, interested in the Export-Trade to India and China, 
JSrom the Port of London, held the 25th April 1812; and the 
Petition to both Houses of Parliament, therein noticed. 


No. Ll. 4 a Meeting of Merchants, Manufacturers, Traders, and Others, interested in 
Resolutions the Export-Trade to India and China, from the Port of London, held at thé : 


Merchantsog City of London Tavern, the 25th day of April 1812, 
ondon, 





Joux Arxins, Esq. Alderman, in the Chair. 


It was moved by David Gordon, Esq. and seconded by Steward Maioribanks, Esq, 


and 
Unanimously Resolved, 


' That this meeting, consisting of merchants, manufacturers and traders of the 
port of London, who have been long established in the Export-Trade from 
thence to India and China, feel themselves called upon, in defence of their re- 
spective properties, to state the true situation of such trade to the country at 
large, in order to counteract any misrepresentations which may have the effect of 
misleading the public mind upon a subject of such magnitude to the Community 
at large, and in which their own vital interests are most deeply concerned. 

That the anxiety expressed by the various manufacturers in the provincial 
rowns of the United Kingdom, in regard to the quantity of exports to India and 
China, is grounded upon erroneous data, as will appear by reference to the 
‘actual export of such manufactures. » 

; That it appears to this Meeting, from indisputable authority, that the 
quantity of tonnage engaged by the East-India Company for the private traders 
of the United Kingdom (exclusively of that allowed to be exported in the privi- 
lege of their own captains and officers) amounted, during the last six years, to 
sixty-three thousand tons ; and that, during that period, only sixteen thousand 
tons of every species of manufacture (including beer and four thousand tons of 
wine) have been actually engaged and shipped to India, 

: That 
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That the fact contained in the foregoing resolution exhibits a striking and 
incontrovertible proof, that the Company and the Public at large have been 
disappointed in those hopes and expectations which led to the granting the extra 
tonnage, and which was dope, upon the renewal of the present Charter, by the 
desire and at the instance of manufacturers, and other persons, who at that time 
expressed similar feelings with respect to an extensive export, to those exhibited 
at the various meetings which have been so recently held, throughout the 
country, 

_ That the articles exported to India and China are various, but not extensive 
in any particular manufacture, and therefore require to be collected from every 
part of the kingdom, to one concentrated point for exportation, with any ra- 
tional prospect of advantage either to the manufacturer or the exporter, 

‘That the experience of the last six years impresses this Meeting with a de- 
cided conviction, that the market of India is not capable of extending the con- 
sumption of manufactures to the extent which the public mind has been led to 
expect ; and therefore if the export-trade to India and China, as now confined 
to the Port of London, be made general to the out ports, it will be of no benefit 
to them, ‘but will prove ruinous to those extensive establishments formed by the 
persons composing this Meeting, and to the large capitals they have invested 
therein. 

That should the export-trade to India and China be removed from the port of 
London, the coasting-trade of the United Kingdom, that best nursery for our 
seamen, and great bulwark of our national superiority and strength ; the inland 
navigation, that new source of great national wealth, as affording incalculable 
facilities to the improvement of the general agriculture of the country ; and lastly 
the revenue itself; would, with these, suffer very great injury. 

That a petition be presented to both Houses of Parliament, in the names of 
the merchants, manufacturers, traders, and others, interested in the export-trade 
fo India and China, from the Port of London, praying that the ezport-trade te 
India and China may be continued as heretofore to the port of London. 

That this Meeting approves of the petition now read from the Chair. 

That the same be now signed by the gentlemen present, and do remain at 
“his house for eight days for signature. 

2n : That 


No. LI. 





Resolutions, 
Merchants of 
London. 


No. LE 


Resolutions, 
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That the Committee chosen at the General Meeting, held yesterday at this 
house, for the purpose of preparing the petition, be requested to continue per- 


Merchantsof Manent during the discussions in-Parliament, and to use their utmost exertions to 


* London. 


promote the object of this Meeting : And that the Committee have the power. 
of increasing their numbers as they shall see necessary. 

"That the Members for the City of London, the Counties of Essex, Kent, 
Middlesex, and Surrey, for the City of Westminster, and for the Borough of 
Southwark, be requested to support the prayer of the petition in Parlidment,. 
when any discussion on the subject shall take place. : 

That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to Sir William Curtis, Bart. 
Mr, Alderman Combe, and Sir Charles Price, Bart. three of the representatives 
in Parliament for this City, and to George Byng, Esq... one of the representatives 
in Parliament for the County of Middlesex, for their attendance this day, and for 
their kind attention to the important objects of this Meeting. : 

That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Committee for convening 
the same, and for the great zeal and attention to the interests thereof. 

That these resolutions, and the Petition of the merchants, manufacturers, 
traders, and others, of the port of London, (after such petition shall have been 
presented to Parliament) be published in the morning and evening papers. 

‘That all communications upon the subject of the present Meeting be 
addressed to the Committee, under cover to Mr, Teasdale, Merchant-Tailors’- 
Hall, Solicitor to the Meeting. 

That a subscription be now entered into by this Meeting, for the purpose of 


’ defraying the expences of the petitions to both Houses of Parliament, and of 


such other measures as may be deemed necessary for the protection of the rights 
and interests of the exporters from the port of London to India and China. 

(Signed) Joun Arxiys, Chairman. 

John Atkins, Esq. Alderman, having left the Chair, the same was taken 

by Christopher Smith, Esq. Alderman, whereupon it was moved, seconded, and 

unanimously resolved, 

That the thanks of this Meeting be given to Mr. Alderman Atkins, for 

his judicious and able conduct in the Chair. 

. (Signed) CanistorHer SMITH, 


> 
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‘Perition ¢o Par1aMEnt, noticed in the preceding Resolutions. 


fo the Right Honorable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
assembled : 


The humble Petition of the undersigned Merchants, Manufacturers» 
Traders, and others, interested in the Export Trade to India and 
China from the Port of London, 


Suzwety, 
That your Petitioners are merchants, manufacturers, and traders, residing 


» in the port of London, and have been long engaged in the export trade from” 


thence to India and China, : 

* That such export trade to India and China has, from the first period of its 
existence, under the sanction of various Charters, successively confirmed ard 
regulated by the Legislature, been exclusively carried on from the port of 
London, to the great advantage of the manufacturing towns of the United 
Kingdom, inasmuch as the various articles of manufacture are thereby drawn 
to the Port of London as an emporium, and brought to one concentrated point 
for exportation, and the coasting trade and inland navigation of the Kingdom,, 
which have always been considered as a nursery for seamen and assistance to the 
public revenue, and an improvement of the agricultural interests of the king- 
dom, are thereby encouraged and materially benefited. 

That under the sanction of the various Acts of Parliament passed relative 
to such trade, and particularly under the sanction of that of the thirty-third of 
His present Majesty, and in obedi.nce and conformity to the regulations and 
restrictions therein contained, your Petitioners have enjoyed the advantage of 
such exports, and in the faith and confidence that no alteration would take place 
in such trade, hath constructed extensive manufactories, and kept up large 


stocks of various sorts of merchandize, peculiarly and exclusively adapted for’ 


the India and China markets, and have formed large establishments in the 
port of London, and have otherwise embarked large capitals, for the purpose 


of carrying on the export trade from thence to India and China, 
That 


No. LI. 





Petition of 
Merchants of 
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No. LL That your Petitioners have seen in the printed votes of your Right Honor- 

able House, that numerous applications have been made from the outports and 
ahaa other towns and places in the United Kingdom, that the trad: to India and 
London to. China may be allowed to be carried on from such ontports, in the event of the 
Parliament. trade being still further laid open at the expiration of the East-India Company’s 
present Charter. 

That the anxiety expressed by the various manufacturers in the provincial 
towns of the United Kingdom, in regard to the exports to India and China, is 
grounded upon erroneous data, as will appear by reference to the actual export 
of such manufactures, whereby it can be most clearly and satisfactorily shewn to 
your Right Honorable House, that not one more than one-fourth of the tonnage 
offered by the East-India Company to private traders has been applied for, and_ | 
that the Company have, by their printed notices (circulated generally throughout 
the trading interests of the community) held out encouragement to private - 
adventurers in the export of British manufactures to a still larger extents and 
that, notwithstanding such additional stimulus and encouragement, on the part 
of the Company, to private individuals, experience has proved, that even the 
quantity now allowed to be exported has never been applied for, thereby proving 
most satisfactorily, that the India market is trifling in its demand, and already 
abundantly supplied, and, as will be most satisfactorily shewn to your Right 
Honorable House, very frequently, to the great Joss, and oftentimes to the 
serious injury, of those who have engaged in such private export trade. 

That should the export trade to India and China, which is now confined 
to the port of London, be extended to the outports, great and extensive injury 
would not only be occasioned to your Petitioners, but also very manifest injury 
and inconvenience would be sustained by the revenue and the country at large. 

That not only have large establishments been formed, extensive warehouses 
and manufactories built or provided, and large stocks of merchandize laid’in, 
. exclusively adapted to the India and China markets, but docks and wharfs have 

been formed, and workmen engaged by your Petitioners, to such an extent, 
and at such an expense, as will, in the event of the removal of the export trade to 
the outports, tend to the utter ruin of many individuals and: their families, who 


are now, and have been long embarked in this trade, under the sanction of the 
legislature of the Country. 





Your 
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Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that on any renewal of the East- No. LI. 
India Company’s Charter, the export trade to India and China may be conti- | —— 





nued, as heretofore, to the port of London, Bal gal 
London to 

Parliament, 

No. LIL 
AT A 
MEETING or tHE DEPUTATION, 
the 28th April, 1812, 
No. LIL 


Read and considered a letter from the Right Honorable the President of © ___ 


the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, dated the 27th instant. pends 
pri, 
; 1812. 


No. Lill. 
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No. LUI. 


AT A 
SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, .- 


The 28th April, 1812. 








No. LUL The Chairman laid before the Committee a minute of a conference held on 
Secret saturday last, which was read and approved; and the Chairman was desired 
Committee, , 
pig a to lay the same before the Court. 
1812, : 
Mem. This minute is contained in the succeeding Minutes of the Court, 
No. LIV. 
No. LIV. 
AT A 


SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Tuesday, the 28th April 1812. 


No. LIV. > The Chairman from the Committee of Correspondence reports to the Court, 

Sead that in consequence of the request contained in the minute of the 20th April, 

28th Apu.ly which was communicated to Lord Buckinghamshire, the Chancellor of the 

1812, Exchequer and his Lordship favoured the Deputation with an interview on 
Saturday, the 25th instant, at which Mr. Wallace was also present. 

At that meeting various points belonging to the present negociation were 

touched upon; but the discussion mainly turned on the important question of 

permitting the ships of private merchants generally to import goods from India, 


C us y 


at the outports of the United Kingdom. The Deputation urged every thing 
which occurred to them in support of the proposition of the Court upon this 
subject, as involving the essential interests of the Company ; but they found, 
with regret, that the impressions which His Majesty’s Government had received 
respecting it, since the date of Lord Melville's letter of the 21st March, were 
not in consonance with the sentiments of the Court of Directors. The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, however, and Lord Buckinghamshire, expressed their 
intention of communicating, in writing, the judgment they had formed on the 
subject in question ; and Lord Buckinghamshire having accordingly addressed a 
letter to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, dated the 27th instant, that letter 
is now laid before the Court, 





No. LV. 


Lerrer from the Right Honourable the aru or BucKINGHAMSHIRE, 
to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, referred to in the preceding 
Minute. 


GENTLEMEN, ; India Board, April 27th 1812. 

Iw communicating to you the sentiments of his Majesty’s Go- 

vernment, after a full consideration of the several points which have been brought 
under their view, in consequence of the conferences and explanations I have had 
with you and the Deputation, since I had the honor of receiving your note of 
the $d instant, it is unnecessary for me to enter upon the discussion of the Hints 
and Observations which have been the subject of the correspondence between 
the late President of the Board of Control and yourselves, as far as those Hints 
and Observations have been sanctioned by the General Court. . 
It was to have been expected, that upon a question involving the various 
interests of so large a body as the merchants and manufacturers of the United 
Kingdom, as well as of the East-India Company, that considerable differences 
of opinion should arise, and that reasons should be alleged of sufficient weight, 
te 


No. LIV. 
Secret Court, 
28th April 
1812. 


No. LV, 





Lord Buck- 
inghamshire’s 
Letter. 
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No. LY. to suggest the propricty of revising any plan which might originally have been 





Lord Buck- 


inghamshire’s 


Letter. 


\ 


concerted. 

Under such an impression, Lord Melville, in his letter of the 21st ultimo, 
desired it to be distinctly understood, that public discussion, in the further pro- 
gress of the measure, might possibly produce an alteration in some of the de- 
tails, as well as regulations of a different description from those which were then 
suggested. - 

You would, therefore, not have been wholly unprepared for the communi- 
cation made by me to the Chairman at a personal interview, when he was in- 
formed that the representations which had been brought before His Mavsty’s 
Government, since the publication of the correspondence already referred to, 
had led them to entertain an opinion, that they would bef consult the public 
interest, by not confining the import trade from the East-Indies to the port of 
London. 

The arguments adduced by you and the other members of the Dzputation, 
and which had been urged with much ability, and at considerable length, in 
your letter of the 15th instant, have received the most serious attention of His 
Majesty’s Government; but Ihave to acquaint you, that although they think 
that the great interest of policy and of revenue, as well as of the East-India 
Company, will render it their duty to propose to Parliament, that the existing 
restraints, respecting the commercial intercourse with China, should continue, 
and that the exclusive trade in tea should be preserved to the Company, for 
whatever term the charter may be renewed, yet that they remain of opinion that 
the import trade from the East-Indies should not be confined to the port of London, 

They are not, however, insensible to the danger and mischief which the 
revenuc, as wellas the East-India Company, might suffer, if under the cover 
of that trade, an illicit commerce in tea were to be successfully carried on; but 
they conceive, that regulations, both in India and at home, may be so framed, 
as to guard against that danger, and to protect the Company and the revenue, 
whose interests in this respect equally require such protection, from the effects 
of it. ; ra 

In submitting, therefore, the propositions to Parliament in this shape, the 
Government are persuaded, that whilst they would thus be supporting interests 

justly. 
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justly entitled to public consideration, they would, at the same time, be per- No. LV. 
suing a course, essential to the collection of a revenue of nearly four millions and Racks 
sterling, without breaking in upon that system, under which the salutary pro- inghamshire's 
visions of the Commutation Act secure the people of the United Kingdom = Ete". 
against any failure in the regular and constant supply of an article, which has 
become a necessary of Jife. 

In considering the terms proposed for the renewal of the Charter, as they 
would stand, should the suggestions I have conveyed to you in this letterbe > 





adopted, you will be sensible of the high importance of bringing to a conclusion 
an arrangement in which the interests of the Company and the nation at large 
are so deeply implicated, with as little delay as may be deemed compatible with 
-# mature consideration, and satisfactory adjustment, of the several claims and 
pretensions of the parties concerned. 
Thave the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 


(Signed) Buck1NGHAMSHIRE, 
* To the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 


of the Court of Directors. 





No. LVI. 
AT A 


SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, 
The 29th April 1812. 


’ 


Read a letter from the Right Honorable the President of the Board of Com- No, LVI, 
missioners, dated the 27th instant. —_— 
Read also and approved draft letter to the President of the Board of Com- Secret 


Committee, 
missioners, in reply, au April, 
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No. LVIL 
ATA : 
SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Wednesday, the 29th April 1812, 


Noort The letter from the Right Honorable the President of the Board of Com- 
Seeret Court, missioners, dated the 27th and read in Court the 28th instant, was again real. 
ee The Chairman from the Committee of Correspondence laid before the Court ~ 
draft of a proposed letter in reply thereto ; 


And the same was read and unanimously approved. 





No. LVIII. 
Lyrrer from the Deputarion to the Right Honorable the Bary 


oF BuckincuamsuHire, noticed in the preceding minutes. 


My Lorp, East-India House, 29th April, 1812. 
No. LVI The letter which the Chairman and Deputy Chairman had the 
—— honor of receiving from your Lordship on the 27th instant, was the day following 
as laid before the Court of Directors, and engaged their most serious attention. It 
has again been considered by them this day, and we have now to submit to your 
Lordship the answer which they have instructed us to mrake to if: an answer 
which, from having before well reflected on the principal subject of your Lord- 
ship’s letter, delivers their mature opinion, and as they presume to hope, in the 
least time possible, being sensible with your Lordship that, in the present criti- 
cal period of the negotiation, all unnecessary delay is to be avoided. 
it 
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Tt is with extreme concern the Court find, that since the publication ef No. LVHE 
the correspondence betweeg the President of the Board of Commissioners and = —-— 
the Court of Directors on the momentous question of the renewal of the voit 
Company’s Charter, His Majesty's Ministers have been led, by the represen- 
tations which have been made to them, ‘* to entertain an opinion, that they 
“ would best consult the public interest, by not confining the import trade from 
“ the East-Indies to the Port of London,” and that they still hold this opinion, 

Not having been made acquainted with the particulars of those representa- 
tions, and having urged various arguments which remain unanswered against the 
measure of opening the outports to the trade from India, the Court, under the 

* disadvantages of such a situation, are imperiously called to the consideration of 

the circumstances in which the Company are now placed, and in which, 
according to the-best judgment they can form, the Company would be placed, 
if the new Charter should open the outports of the United Kingdom to the 
returns of the Indian trade. 

Whatever may be thought, my Lord, by the merchants of this country, 
of their right to enter into the possession of a trade, acquired and maintained 
through long struggles and vicissitudes, at immense expense, by the East-India 
Company ; a trade still intimately connected with the security of the vast empire 
which the same Company have gained, and administer for the beneftt of the nation 
at large; the Court of Directors are of opinion, that the sacrifices they 
agreed to make of that trade to the public feeling, or if they may be permitted 
to express their idea more accurately, the public prejudice, were very large ; and 
they yielded to them undoubtedly ina firm belief, not at that time discouraged 
by His Majesty's Ministers, that the importations from India would be confined 
to London, as well as that the exclusive privilege of the China trade would be 
carefully secured to the Company. But the concessions frankly made by the 
Court'of Directors and Proprietors, who regard themselves always as a part of 
the Public, and wish, as much as possible, to be in unison with it, have, it 
appears, only encouraged farther demands; and if the tide of prejudice, of 
popular clamour, of most extravagant expectation and unbounded pretension, 
which have been more industriously than fairly excited, were now to determine 
the public counsels, not a vestige would remain of that great fabric, which has 

been 
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No. LVILL been reared in the course of two centuries, uniting with commerce an imperial 
—— — dominion, which would be shaken to its foundation by the destruction of that 
Dee system which has acquired and preserved it, 

It is no surprize, my Lord, to the Court, though it is undoubtedly a great 
consolation, that His Majesty’s Ministers unite with the “ great interests of 
** policy and of revenue,” those of the Fast-India Company, and that it must 
hence be their object to continue the political functions of the Company, and 
the means which are necessary for the maintenance of those functions. On this 
basis, the Court are happy to have the honor of meeting His Majesty’s Ministers, 
and to continue the present discussion, be 

It is perfectly known, that for a series of years past, since the Indian 
territory has been loaded with an immense political debt, the Company have ~ 
derived no surplus from the revenues. They have carried on ¢he currency of 
their home affairs, they have even aided the political concerns of India, and 
above all, they have made good the dividends to the Proprietors from the profits 
on their commerce; and, of late years, these profits have been derived chiefly 
from the China trade. From the still existing territorial debts of the Company, 
and the scale of their Indian expenditure, after all endeavours to reduce it, the 
Court of Directors have no prospect of pecuniary acquisitions, except through 
the same medium of commerce, for many years to come 5° and, as already 
intimated, it is the commercial profits of the Company which enable them to 
discharge the political functions assigned to them in the management of the 
Indian empire. Without this resource, or some equivalent one, not within their 
power, the dividends could not be continued, the value of the stock would 
diminish, and the Company be brought to a state of dissolution. 

Tt is the extinction, or material diminution of the commercial profits, arising 
chiefly, as we have said, from the China trade, that we apprehend from the 
opening of the outports to the returns of the Indian commerce. If this ex- 
tinction or diminution, were to take place, your Lordship will doubtless agree 
with the Court, in admitting, that the fatal consequences they contemplate, 
would follow ; and that, after going ona few years on the new plan, the Com- 
pany would be so impaired in its resources, as to be inadequate to the important 
part allotted to it in the system of Indian administration. 

When 
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When the Court of Directors thus view the consequences of opening the No. LVL 
outports, His Majesty’s Ministers will not blame the anxiety with which they “| ——> 
respectfully contend against that measure. The duty they owe to their Consti- pri 
tuents, to their own characters, and to the Public, requires them, in such a case, 
to act with the greatest circumspection, in order to obtain a reasonable assurance, 
that the terms of the new Charter will be such, as will enable the Company to 
go on efficiently in the performance of the political functions it has hitherto 
discharged. : 

We do not apprehend, my Lord, that there is any difference in principle on 
these points, between His Majesty’s Ministers and the Court of Directors. The * 

* main difference, in respect to the question of opening the outports, is as to the 

__Practical effects of that measure. It appeared, in the conference we had the 
honour of holding with the Chancellor. of the Exchequer and your Lordship, to 
be his opinion, that checks could be devised to’ prevent an indefinite extent of 
smuggling tea, ruinous to the Company, which we fear from opening the 
outports to the Indian trade. We have already given many reasons for thinking, 
that the practice of smuggling would, in such case, be uncontroulable. Those 
reasons, which need not be repeated here, we believe it will be difficult for the. - 
parties most adverse to the Company to refute; but the subject being. so 
important in the present discussion, we beg leave to add a few more observations 
on it. 

It is a fact notorious, that tea has been smuggled, by the way of India, 
into this Country, even when the duty was comparatively small; when the 
Indian import trade was confined to eight or ten Company's ships and to the 
river Thames. How much more, then, is smuggling, beyond all bounds, to be 
expected, when the ships shall be unlimited in number and size, and may resort 
to the outports of England, Scotland, and Ireland? This practice would be 
much facilitated, because, in the numerous Eastern Islands, not subject to any 
European power, where we have said tea might be brought for English ships 
from China, there is no usage of clearing out vessels, or giving them papers 
or manifests. It would thence be easy for them to break bulk in the Passage 
home, and as they approached the coasts of Britain and Ireland, to put tea, as 
well as other articles chargeable with duty, on board of ships and cutters, 
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No. LVUE destined either for the ports of the Continent, or the remote coasts of 
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Scotland and Ireland, on which, for a hundred miles together, every where 
accessible from the sea, there is scarcely a custom-house, and where custom- 
houses could not be sufficiently multiplied. Vessels of very small size ‘being 
allowed in the Indian trade, they could enter into ports and bays little frequented, 
and run goods to be carried inland and ‘there dispersed. In some ‘of the 
northern and western ‘ports of the United Kingdom, we have heard that 
collusive practices between the revenue officers and the smugglers are 
not unysual. If this is the case in respect to articles which pay a comparatively 
small duty, what would itbe, where the articles of tea and Indian goods were in 
question ? Ships might stop at intermediate ports for orders, and there smuggle ; as 
those bound to the western coast, afCork and Falmouth; those to the eastern coast,... 
at Falmouth and the Downs; those going north about, on the Irish and Scotch coasts. 
Ships having several ports of discharge, would thereby obtain facilities in smug- 
gling ; and the state of relations between this country and parts of Northern Europe 
may be such, as to afford the means of running goods into those parts, which, from 
their proximity, may again be able to smuggle the goods into our remote ports. In 
a word, we are led to apprehend, that the means and the temptation of smuggling 
tea, when an unlimited trade is permitted to India and the Eastern Islands, must 
be, in a very great degree, uncontroulable by any checks which His Majesty’s 
Government can, in such circumstances, interpose. Nor is it to be overlooked, 
that a class of Indian goods, styled in the revenue language prohibited, because 
excluded altogether, as interfering with the manufactures of this country, will, 
by all the openings which the new trade will produce, be every where unavoid- 
ably brought into use, It is true, that even if the return trade of India were 
confined to the Channel, as we proposed, smuggling might be expected, but 


_certainly not, in our opinion, at all to the same extent. And had we conceived 


otherwise, the same objection we now advance against opening the outports, 
would have been urged against that enlargement of trade, in which the Court 
have acquiesced, and for the same reason, to prevent the ruin of the Company; 
which did His Majesty’s Ministers apprehend, they would doubtless, in either 
case, have desired to prevent, even by refusing the required concessions to the 
British merchants. 

With 
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With these views, my Lord, deeply impressed on the minds of the Direc- No. LVI 
tors, acting as they are in a most responsible situation, is it too much for them to s satinek 
expect and to request, that they may be honored with the knowledge of those - Fetter. 
means which His Majesty’s Government may think would be effectual to prevent 
the practice of smuggling, under the new circumstances, to any ruinous or great 
extent? could they have a reasonable. persuasion of the practicability of such 
prevention, ¢haé would, undoubtedly, so far Jessen their fears and the arguments 
on which they now feel it their duty to insist. They hope not to be misunderstood 
in this proposition. Assured both of the desire of His Majesty’s Ministers, as 
well on account of the Company as of the revenue, to prevent smuggling, 

“dnd of their belief of the practicability of doing so, feeling also, as the Court 

Slo, the delicacy of seeming to interfere in any of the revenue regulations of Go- 
vernment, they are yet so,circumstanced, in the-present critical.¢onjuncture, as 
to find this enquiry most interesting to the cause of the Company. 

It is indeed true, that the Public appear to have a greater concern at stake 
here than the Company. The Public may lose the greater part of a revenue of 
four millions per annum, whilst the Company can have only to the extent of one 
million at hazard, But then'this one million is all the Company’s certain income:, 
if they lose that, they Jose the foundation on which their efficiency rests ; 
unless, in the new arrangements, some other resource should be provided, which 
should secure the dividend to the Proprietors ; a provision which, undoubtedly, 
would also materially affect the views the Court of Directors now entertain 
from contemplating the dangers.of the Company's China trade, And suffer us, 
my Lord, since the assailants of the Company’s privileges are so loud in repre- 
senting their interests-as those of the nation. at large, to add this remark con- 
cerning the national interest in the present question, that if the revenue of nearly 
four miilions, now so-easily collected from tea, should fail, or fail to the extent 
of only two millions, other taxes must be laid upon the public, to compensate 
for that loss: and whether the nation will gain so much otherwise, by the pro- 
posed enlargenients of trade, may bea serious question with those who haye to 
decide on this momentous concern; withusitis none. It may deserve also to be 
recollected, that with the fall of the Company’s China trade will fall the exports 
of woollens and metals, to the extent of a million annually, by which the pros- 
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No.LVUI perity of the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, Dorset, and Gloucester, 
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and Norfolk in some measure, have been upheld, during the arduous struggle 
of eighteen years in which the country has been engaged ; the excellent fleet of 
ships employed by the Company, with all the long detail of interests connected 
with them, must decay ; whilst the nation will lose that certain and regular 
supply furnished by the Company of the article of tea, an article, as your Lord- 
ship justly observes, now become a necessary of life. 

Before we dismiss this topic, may we be allowed to bring under your Lord- 
ship’s inspection a succinct view of the capital and interests concerned in the 
Indian and China trade from the port of London. 

There are about fourteen hundred commanders and officers belonging to the 
ships of the East-India Company (besides the seamen, who may be abo eight... 
thousand). The tradesmen engaged in the supply of the Company’s shipping in 
the river Thames are about twelve thousand ; and the labourers employed in their 
warehouses are about three thousand. All these, with their families and depen- 
dants, making an aggregate of upwards of thirty thousand persons, would by 
the removal of the Indian trade from the port of London, be generally reduced 
to great distress, and many of them become burthensome to their parishes. 

The capital now employed in the Indian trade may be moderately computed 
as follows. g 
The Company’s capital stock of £6,000,000, at the price at which 


many Proprietors purchased, will amount to - - - £10,800,000 
Cap:tal in warehouses - - - - - - - 1,060,000 
Ca-stalin ships - - - - - - - - - 8,800,000 
Capital in docks - * = - - - - - - 400,000 
Capital of individuals in the metropolis may be moderately esti- 

mated at - - - - woe - - - - 5,000,000 











: ve £21,000,090 








The trade in which this large capital is employed produces, as we have had 
occasion repeatedly to observe, an annual revenue to Government of more than 
four millions sterling 3 and the net saving to Government, from the present mode 
of collecting the duties, may, we conceive, be fairly estimated at £150,000 

per 
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per annum, By means of direct and indirect taxation, the capital itself, and the No. LVIIE 
profits upon it, yield a farther sum of large amount to Government ; but the — 

. 2 f . s : mye Deputation 
productiveness of the capital, in this respect, depends wholly upon the solidity “Letter. 
of the basis on which it rests. 

These, my Lord, are the sentiments and observations which we are directed 
to communicate to your Lordship. The reflection upon them has, we trust, 
been mature, though the expression of them, in the short time allowed for the 
preparation of this letter, may require indulgence. But we are further spe- 
cially directed to add, that this is a concern of too great moment for the Court 
to trust to its own judgment, or to act on its own responsibility; the Directors 
have therefore summoned a General Court of Proprietors to meet on Friday 
next, when the correspondence with your Lordship, including this letter, wilt 
—~be laid before them for their consideration, 





Ny 


‘We have the honor to be, my Lord, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servants, 
ne Hven Ineuts, 
_Rosert THornron, 
Jacos BosanqueEt, 
W. FT. Evpxinstone, 
Epwarp Parry, 
CuarLes GRANT, 
GerorceE SMITH, 
Witiam ASTELL. 
The Right Honorable the Earl of Buckinghamshire, 
&e. &e. &ee 
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* No. LIX. 


AT A GENERAL COURT 


« 


OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING 
TO THE EAST-INDIES, 


Held on Tuesday, the 5th May 1812. 


‘Minutes of the last Court of the Ist instant were read. 
‘The Chairman acquainted the Court, that it is met by adjournment, for the 
purpose of taking into further consideration the papers which were laid by the 
Court of Directors before the General Court on the Ist instant. 
And the Court having considered the same accordingly, 
It was, on a motion, 

Resolved Unanimously, That this Court has learnt with deep concern and 
surprize, that His Majesty's Ministers have been induced to change the view 
they first entertained of the propriety of confining to the Port of London the 
returns of the trade to India, now to be permitted to all British subjects. That 
the: measure of opening the Outports to vessels of all descriptions from India, 
comprehending in that term the Eastern Islands, appears to this Court to be 
fraught with consequences ruinous to the Company, and all the long train of 
interests connected with it; by removing from the Port of London the greater 
part of the Indian trade, which it has hitherto enjoyed; by rendering useless 
many of the expensive establishments formed there for the merchandize and 
shipping of that trade, and throwing out of bread many thousands of persons 
who now derive constant employment from it; by deranging the practice and 
frustrating the end of stated public sales, which are useful and important, both 
to the Country and the Company, who are necessarily restricted to this practice ; 
but, above all, by affording facilities for the smuggling of teas into the ports and 
harbours of England, Scotland, and Iréland, to an extent untimited, and as this 
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Court 


No. LIX. | 
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Court, 
5th May, 
1812, 
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No. LEX, Court apprehend, uncontroulable. That the consequences of this must be, the 





General 
Court, 
5th May, 
1812, 


destruction of the Company’s China trade, their best source of commercial 
profit; the failure of their dividend ; the depreciation of their stock ; and unless 
a fund is provided from some other source for the payment of the dividend, 
inability on their part to continue to perform the functions assigned to them in 
the Government of British India. That if the constitution by which the Indian 
Empire is now administered should thus be subverted, the excellent system of 
civil and military service formed under the Company, and maintainable only by 
such a body, will be broken down; the tranquillity and happiness cf the vast 
population which that empire contains, the interests of this country in Asia, 
and its constitution at home, will be imminently endangered. : 

That the professed ebject for which the prepesed changes are to be made, 
and such immense sacrifices hazarded, namely, the increase of the commerce of+ 
this kingdom, cannot be in any great degree attained, there being no prac- 
ticability of extending materially the use of our manufactures among the Indian 
people, the tonnage allotted by the Company, or afforded by Indian ships in the 
management of individuals, for such exports, not having been fully occupied, 
Neither does it appear practicable largely to augment the importation of profit- 
able commodities from thence ; of gll which the example of the American trade 
to the East is a proof, British Manufactures, which they could easily have pro- 
cured, making no‘part of it, nor their returns exhibiting any new articles of 
importance. That therefore the trade now enjoyed” by the Company and 
individuals will be the only certain trade to which new adventurers can have 
recourse. And this will be no addition to the commerce of the Country, but 
only a transfer from one set of hands to another: so that, old establishments will 
be subverted, without substituting any thing equally good in their place; and, 
to all appearance, with great detriment to the nation, particularly in the defalca- 
tion of a large part of the duties now collected on tea, to the amount of four 
millions sterling per annum ; for all which defalcation, whether, one, or two, 
or three millions, new taxes must be laid on the people. 

That the cause of the Company has been deeply injured by prejudice, . 
ignorance, erroneous assumptions and of late by extensive combinations, and 


by unfair representation, canvas, and intimidation: in all which the merits and 
rights 
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tights of the Company, the political interests of British India, and of this No. LIX. 
country as connected with them, have been left out of sight, and the single object G7 
of the extension of commerce, an object too only of speculation, in opposition Court, 
to past experience, is the governing principle. - rk ' 
This Court however confidently hope, that Parliament will not decide the 
fate of the Company, on the representations and demands of private interests, 
but on just and comprehensive views of national policy; and the Court must 
also believe that His Majesty’s Ministers are too enlightened and equitable, 
finally to 4dopt any measure calculated to destroy the commercial profits of the + 
Company, and thereby to disable them from performing their political functions, 
This Court therefore entirely approving, both of the firmness which their Direc- 
tors have shewn in maintaining the interests of the Company, and of the manner 
“in which they have, in the papers now produced by them, defended those 
interests, doth recommend it to: them<to-persevere in the negociation with His 
Majesty’s Ministers upon the same principles; assured of the determination of 
this Court to support them to the utmost, in maintaining the permanence of the 
Company and the national interests which are involved in their stability. 
Resolved Unanimously, That the thanks of this. Court be given to Randle 
Jackson, Esq. for his very luminous and excellent speech this day; for the great 
zeal, ability and industry he has on various occasions, and particularly on_ this, 
displayed for the honor and advantage of this Company. : 
Resolved Unanimously, That the warmest thanks of this General Court be 
offered to the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and Court of Directors of this 
Company, for their very able conduct in the negociation with Government for 
the renewal of the Charter; alike evincing the most luminous ideas of the best 
interests of this Company, and their most honorable conduct in the management 
of so important a concern. 
The Court then on the question adjourned. 


LIST OF FURTHER PAPERS 
Respecting the Negociation for a Renewal of the East-India Company's 
exclusive Privileges, printed by Order of the Court of Directors for the 
Liformation of the Proprietors. , 
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Minutes of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, the 27th November 1812. 


No. LXI. 


Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Right Honorable the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, dated the 28th November 1812. - : 








No. LXIL 
Letter from the Right Honorable the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Chairman, dated 
* “the 28th November 1812. 


No, LXIII. 
Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Wednesday, the 2d December 1812. 


No. LXIV. 
‘Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, the 15th December 1812, 


No. LXV. 


Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Wednesday, the 16th December 1812. 


No. LXVI. 
‘Minutes of a Sccret Court of Dircetors, held on Friday, the 18th December 1812. * 


No. LXVII. 


‘Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, the 22d December 1812.- 
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No. LXVIII. 


Minutes of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, the 28th December 1519, 


No. LXIX. 
Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Monday, the 28th December 1812. 


No, LXX. 


Letter from the Right Honorable the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Chairman- and 
Deputy Chairman, dated the 24th December 1812, noticed in the preceding Minutes. 


No, LXXL 


Minute of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, the 30th December 1812, 


No. LXXUi, : ie 
Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Wednesday, the 30th December 1812. 


No, LXXUI 


Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Right Honorable the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, dated the-30th December 1812, noticed in the preceding Minutes, 





Wo. LX. 
AT A 
SECRET COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE, 


The 27th November, 1812: 


The Chairman reported to the Committee, that he and the Deputy Chair. 
* han had this morning a conference with the President of the Board of Com- 
missioners, on the subject of the Renewal of the Company's Charter, at which 
his Lordship declared i€:to.. boghe integtion of:His Majesty’s Ministers, not to 
abandon the proposition they d made, for allowing a‘direct trade between 
India and the outports of the United Kingdom ; but that the proposition might 
be modified, by confining the ports to which ships shall be allowed to import 
goods from India, to a number less than that to whieh the Warehousing Act 
now extends. Lord Buckinghamshire, however, was desirous, before resuming 
the correspondence relating to it, that the Committee of Correspondence should 
hold a conference with Lord Liverpool and himself upon the subject. 

The Chairman farther stated, that, in reply to Lord Buckinghamshire, 
the Deputy Chairman. and ‘himself declined making any observation at present, 
but stated their intention to communicate the substance of his Lordship’s remarks 
to the Committee of Correspondence, and also expressed their wish, that the 
Committee might have the honour of waiting upon his Lordship, previously 
to the proposed conference with Lord Liverpool, to which Lord Buckingham- 
shire consented.+ : 

The Committce, in consequence, resolved to assemble at eleven o'clock on 
Tuesday next, for the purpose of deliberating upon the subject of the above 
communication, previously -to waiting upon Lord Buckinghamshire, at the 
hour of two on that day. 


"No: LXE 


No. LX. 


<i 
Secret 

Committee, 

27th Nov, 
1812. 
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. No. LXL 


Lerrer from the Cuarrman and Duisae CiAIRMAN fo the Right 
ETonorable the Fant or BucxINGHASHIRE, , 


My Lonrp, © East-India louse, 28th November, 4812. 
No. LXL We have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that we have 


as arn : communicated .to a Secret Committee of Correspondence the substance of the 

yvurayair 
Depuiy’s 
Letter. Mr. Wallace, and Mr. Sullivan, and in which it was notified to us, that the 


‘opinion of His Majesty's Government remains: unaltered,.. regarding the ex~ . 
pediency of not confining the import trade from the East Indies to the port of | 


conversation which we had yesterday the honour of helding with your Lordship, 


London. 

The Committee received this communication with the deepest concern and 
regret, its Members unanimously concurring with us in opinion, that should the 
proposed extension of the trade, even to a smal! number of the outports of the 
kingdom, be sanctioned by the Legislature, the measure will be bighly preju- 

" dicial to the public revenue, injurious to the East-India anes and detri- 
mental to the prosperity of the merchants, manufacturers, traders, and other 
numerous hedic:. interested in the commerce with India, as now carried on 
through the clannel of the river Thames. The Committee being still desirous 
of an opportiaity of renewing their representations to’ your Lordship upon this 
important question, before any communication is made to the Court on the 
subject, have directed us to requést the honour of a conference with your Lord- 
ship for that purpose. Should it be perfectly convenient to yuuz Lordship to 
receive the Deputation on Tuesday next, at two o'clock, we shall be able to lay 
the result of the cont::ence before the Court on the following day. 

. We have the honour to be, my Lord, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servants, 

x . (Signed) Hvueu Inexis, 

RowserT THORNTON. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Buckinghamshire, 
&e. &e, &e, 


K 
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No. DX. 


Lerrer from the Right’ Honorable the Ear oF BuckINcHAMSHIRE 
to the CuatRMAN. 
Su, ; India Board, 28th November, 1812. 

I had the honor of receiving your letter of this day, proposing that No. LXII. 
the Secret Committee of Correspondence should wait upon meat this Board on | "ay. 
Tuesday next. inghamshire’s 

T saai! be happy to have the honor of seeing them ; but as I am desirous Sere 
« that Lozd Liverpool, and other Members of the Board, should be present at 
the interview, ant as J find that twelve o'clock will be more convenient to them 
“than two, you wili, L hope, have no objection to make the appointment for 
the former hour. Ee see era ° 
I have the honor to be, 
Your most obedient and faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) Buck INGHAMSHIRE. 
Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart. 
&e, &e, &e. 








No. LXIU. 


AT A 


SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Wednesday, the 2d December 1812. - 


The Chairman acquainted the Court, that a meeting took place yesterday, LXTTY, 


at the Board, between several of His Majesty’s Ministers and the Committee of =—— 
Correspondence, upon the subject of the renewal of the Company's exclusive aoe ree 


privileges, 
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No.LXIIL. privileges, when it was agreed, that no minutes should be then taken, in order 

Seeces Cone, afford the most unreserved mode of carrying on the discussion; at the 

2d Dec,1812, conclusion of which it was understood, that His Majesty's Ministers would 
communicate, in writing, their sentiments upon the whole of the subject. 








No. LXIV. 
. AT A 
SECRET COURT or DiRECTORS, : 


Held on Tuesday, the 15th December 1812. 


No. LXIV, Minutes of the- 2d instant were read“ahd'approved. 
—— <« ‘The Chairman stated, that tivo coriferéiites between His Majesty's Ministers 
son ae and the Committee of Correspondetice had taken place since the 2d instant, viz 
1812, on the 5th and 12th instant, but that he had nothing further to communicate to 


the Court in consequence. 





No. LXV. 


AT A 


SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 


Held on Wednesday, the 16th December 1812. 

No, LXV. : * 
: The Court adverting to the statement which the Chairman had, witl:their 
gree ee approbation, made to the Generdl Court. to-day, as to the late conferences with 
1612, His 
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‘His Majesty’s Ministers, upon the subject of renewing the Company’s exclusive No, LXV. 


privileges, and this Court deeming it 2 proper mark of respect to His Majesty's 
Ministers, that they should be apprized of the same as early as possible, 

The Chairman and Deputy Chairman were requested to wait on the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India to-morrow, to 
communicate to his Lordship what had passed in the General Court this day, 
and to state to his Lordship, that the Court of Directors continue decidedly to 
entertain” the opinion which they have formerly expressed to His Majesty’s 


Ministers, as to the ruinous consequences of admitting the imports from India- 


to the outports of this kingdom. 


———_—<—_—<—[_<_—X—X—_—__ 


No. LXVL 





AT A 


SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held on Friday, the 18th December 1812. 


The Court having resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole Court, 
And being iesumed, the following report from the Committee of the 
Whole Coart was read : 
“ The Committee taking into consideration the present state of the nego- 
ciation with His Majesty’s Ministers for the renewal of the Company’s 
exclusive privileges, deem it to, be highly important, that the sentiments of 


“ the Court of Directors, upon the proposition brought forward for admitting 
‘ 


«¢ 


6 


a 


x 


* cally known.” 
« The Committee therefore recommend to the Court to pass a resolutions. 
stating that the proposition in question is, for various reasons already set: 


No. IV.. Re ‘ forth: 


Secret Court, 
15th Dee, 
SZ 


No. 
LXVI.. 
Secret Court, 
18th Dee. 
3812. 


‘the imports from India to the outports of this kingdom, should be unequivo- ; 
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No, © forth in the Court's writings, pregnant with ruin to the afhira of the Con. 
LXVE, pany, inasmuch as it would render then incapable of performing the 


Becret Court, functions allotted to them, as well in their commercial as ia their political 
1Bth Dec,“ capacity, and that the Court cannot therefore, consistently with their duty to 


1126 their Constituents, recommend to them the adoption of such a proposition." 
And it was, on the question, 
Resolved Unanimously, That this Court approve the said report. 
And the Chairman and Deputy Chairman were requested to wait on the 
Right Honorable the President of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India, and to communicate to His Lordship the above proceedings of this dav, 
———= 7 
No. LXVII 
ATA 
SECRET COURT or DIRE CTORS, 
Held on Tuesday, the 29d December 1812, 
eon The Chairman acquainted the Court, that in obedience to their resolution 
"of the 18th instant, the Deputy and himself, on Saturday last, waited on the 


es pat Right Honorable the President of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 
18 ia! “of India, with a copy of the minutes of the Secret Court of the 18th instant. 


No. LXVIII, 
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No. LXVIIL 


AT A 


SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, ~ 
The 28th December 1812, 


Read a letter from the Right Honorable the President of the Board of LXVilt, 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India to the, Chairman and Deputy Chairman, —— 
dated the 24th instant; and coitth, 

Paragraphs proposed ta form part. ad the draft of a letter to his Lordship, asth ‘Dees 


in reply. 





No. LXIX. 


AT A 


SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS, 


Held on Monday, the 28th December 1812. 


Minutes of the 15th, 16th, 18th, and 22d: instant, were read and approved. ae 
Read a letter from the Right Honorable the President of the Board of ““"7” 


Commissioners for the Affairs of India to the Chairman and Dee Chairman, Secret Court, 
dated the 24th instant ; also, ast (ee 
Paragraphs pr eee to form part of the draft of a letter to his Lordship, 


in reply. a* 
B2 No. LXX. 
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No. LXX. 


Lerrer from the Right Honorable the Rant of Buoxrscnausnrmn 
to the Cuarrman and Deputy Cuarrman, referred to in the 


preceding Minutes. FA 
GenTtLemen, India Board, 24th December, 18192, 
No. LXX, The conferences held at this Board with the Committee of 





Correspondence, having had for their object the most unreserved and candid 

Lord Brek~ : Z E 7 3 

inghamshire's discussions upon points of the greatest importance, with respect to the renesval 

Teter, of the Last-India ‘Company's Charter, and it having been understood that no 
further steps should be taken upon the subject, until a communication was 
made by me, in an official shape, to the Court of Directors, it was not with 
out some surprize that the copy of their resolution of the 18th instant was rea 
ceived by His Majesty’s Government, because that resolution, adopted under 
such circumstances, appeared to them to have for its object an abrupt ter- 
mination to all discussion. ‘ : 

They cannot, however, consider it the less incumbent upon them, through 
you, as the proper official channel, to bring before the Court of Directors the 
principles upon which the opinions I have to apprize you of have becn formed, 
in order to present to the Proprietors and the Public a correct view of a subject 
to which so much jmportance is attached. 

- I shall, therefore, convey to you the sentiments of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, precisely in the terms I should have done, if no intimation had been 
made of the resolution of the Court of Directors of the 18th instant; and with 
that object I proceed to inform you, that. with regard to those points, to which 
the attention of the Committee of ‘Correspondence has been chiefly directed at 

*the conferences held at this Board, the principle uniformly maintained, as the 
basis of any arrangement for the renewal of the East-India Company’s Charter, 
viz. that the merchants of this country have as substantial claim to as much 
liberty of trade as they can enjoy, without injury to other important national 


interests, cannot be departed from. 
It 
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Tk was in the hope that the opening of the export trade with India to the 
merchants cf the city of London and of the outports, whilst the import was 





confi 
principle, that a disposition was felt by the Government to propose an arrangs- 
g 





sd to the port of London, might not be found inconsistent with Ués 


ment to that effect. - . 

In consequence, however, of the promulgation of such an intention, se- 
-veral persons, interested in the commerce of the outports, represented in the 
strougest™terms, that the praposed limitation of the import trade from India, 
rendered the extension of the export of no value to them; and they declared 


thomselves prepared to maintaim, that this limitation was not called for by any 


adequate motive of public interest. 

Tiey urced their claim to an equal participation in the general trade to 
Yedia, aud their conviction, that the ground upon which the exclusion in favour 
of the port of London was defended, viz. the additional danger of smuggling, 
could not be supported, and they were satisfied that the alleged danger might 
be obviated by revenue regulations. They also entered largely into the subject 
of the China trade, contending strenuously against the renewal of the Com- 
pany’s exclusive Charter; and stated their reasons for believing, that measures 
might be adopted by which that trade could be opened, without injury to the 
revenue, and without hazarding the continuance of the intercourse with the 
Emperor of China’s dominions. — 

The importance attached to these representations, induced His Majesty's 
Government to revise the arrangement which had been in contemplation; and 
although they did not see causc, under all the circumstances bearing upon this 
question, to alter the opinion they had entertained, of the propriety of contt- 
nuing the existing restrictions upon the commercial intercourse with China, 
and of preserving to the Company the monopoly of the tca trade, they never- 
theless felt, that the merchants belonging to the outports had establislicd a 
claim against an absolute restriction of the import trade to the port of London. ° 

Under this impression, | addressed my letter to you on the 27th of April 
ultimo. 

The observations made by the Committee of Correspondence, in their 
reply of the 2gth of the same month, did not fail to engage the serious atten- 


tion of [fis Majesty’s Government, but after the best examination of those ob- 
servations, 
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‘No. LXX. servations, aided by all the information they have obtained from the Boards of 


_— Customs and Excise, they are not enabled to concur in the opinion, that the 
Genie proposed extension of the import trade from India would be productive of any 
Vetter, great encrease of smuggling, and certainly not to the extent stated by the Court 


of Directors. : 

It is conceived, that the apprehensions entertained on this account might 
be obviated by various regulations, such as confining the trade to those ports 
which are, ‘or may be so circumstanced, as to afford secnrity to the due collec 
tion of the revenue; by the limitation of it to vessels of four hundred tons bur- 
then ; by attaching the forfeiture of the ship and cargo to the, discovery of any 
illicit articles on board; by an extension of the manifest act; by regulations for 
checking the practice of smuggling in the ships of the Company ; as well as by 
other provisions, too minute to be entered into at present, but which will, of 
course, be attended to, in discussing the details of the subject, 

I am persuaded it will not escape your observation, that from obvious 
considerations, the English Channel must, at all times, especially in time of 
peace, afford facilities and inducements for smuggling, which do not occur else- 
where to the same extent, on account of the clandestine traffic already establish- 
ed, and the ready communication with the opposite shore. 

But, with respect to the whole of this part of the question, it is impossi- 
ble to lose sight of the deep interest which the Government must feel in the 
prevention of smuggling. The interests of the Company are, no doubt, in- 
volved in it; but those of the Government are still more concerned : and it 
eannot be supposed that they would bring forward any proposition, which ap. 
peared to them likely to endanger a revenue of from three to four millions ; or 
that, if a defalcation should unexpectedly arise, they would not immediately 
take measures for applying a remedy, The Company have, therefore, an am- 
ple ground of confidence, not only’ in the disposition of Government, but in 
their effectual co operation on those points, on which the Court of Directors 

.?ppear to feel the greatest anxiety, and on which they urged their strongest 
objections to the proposed arrangement, 

The several artieles which may be imported from the countries within the 
limits of the Company's Charter, and which are charged with an ad valorem 
suty, although, with the exception of tea, they bear a very small proportion 


to 
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to the whole of the revenue collected from the Trade from fudia and China, are No, LAX. 


nevertheless of sufficient importance to demand the attention of Government, 
f : : . : r 
as the question may affect the interests of the East-lndia Company, as weil as ; 





those of the public revenue. 

With this view, it will be*necessary to consider whether, with respect to 
some of them, a rated duty might not be substituted, and whether regulations 
may not be made for the security of the duty ad valorem on those articles 
which shail continue to be so charged, and which, at the same time, shall pre- 
vent their being purchased at a price, likely to operate injuriously to the manu-’ 
facturers of this country. 

The justice of the observations, respecting the additional number of Euro~ 
peans that would find their way to India in consequence of the extension of the 
tfade, must be admitted to a certain extent ; but it is obvious, that this dangee 
would arise from the extension of the export trade to India, and would scarcely 
be lessened by confining the import trade to the Port of London. Every indi- 
vidual, during his residence in India, would of course be subject to the existing 
regulations of the local Governments. 

The situation of Lascars, who are occasionally employed in the navigation 
of ships from India to this Country, would demand the humane interposition 
of the Legislature ; and there can be no doubt that effectual provision for their 
maintenance while in England, and for their return to India, will be made, 

Having gone through the principal points to which our recent conferences 
have related, it may be proper for me to apprize you, that His Majesty's 
Government are of opinion, that the establishment of King’s troops, which 
may be requisite for the preservation of the peace and security of the British 
possessions in India, must depend upon circumstances that it would be difficult 
to anticipate; but as the financial situation of the Company may render it 
necessary, that the numbers to be maintained at their charge should be limited, 
there can be no objection to propose to Parliament, to specify that number by 
legislative enactment. _ 

Ihave thus endeavoured to bring the sentiments of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment before you, with the same candor that has been evinced in our recent 


discussions; and I can venture confidently to assure you, that my colleagues, 
as 


No. LXX, 
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as well as myself, are most anxious to promote such ari adjastment between the 
Public and the Court of Proprietors, as may be satisfactory to all parties. 

The expediency of adhering to that system, by which the Government 
of India has been administered through the intervention of the Company, is 


“ strongly felt by His Majesty's Government; butdt must not be supposed, that 


there are no limits to that expediency, or that there are no advantages which 
night result from-a different course. é ; 

It is for the Court of Proprictors to decide, whether their own interests, as 
well as those of the numerous persons depending upon them, both at home and 


. abroad, can best be preserved by their rejection of, or acquiescence in, those 


conditions, upon which alone, consistent with thcir public duty, His Majesty’s 
Government can submit a proposition to Parliament for the renewal of the 


‘Charter. ; sf. es ce 





You, Gentlemen, must be aware, that fror its ‘approaching expiration, 
provision must be made, without delay, for the future government of India; 
and that His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in his speech at the opening 
of the present session, has called upon Parliament to. make such provision. 





«Ihave the honor ta be, 
7 Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient and faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) Buck InGHAMSHIRE, 


The Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
of the Court of Directors, 
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No. LXXIIL 
AT A 


SECRET COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE, 


ae - The 30th December 1812. ; : ik 


Draft of a letter to the. President of the Board of Commissioners, in reply Secret 
Committee, 


to his Lordship’s letter of the 24th instant, was read and unanimously approved. Gon Dysc. 
1812, 
No. ‘LXXIT. 
AT A 
SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
® Held on Wednesday, the 30th December 1812. No. . 
LXXll.: 


Draft of a letter to the President of the Board of Commissioners, in reply Secret Court; 


to his Lordship’s letter of the 24th instant, was read.and unanimously approved, a as 


No. IV. Os c : No. LXXUI. . 
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Lrrren from the Cuairman and Deputy Cuarnman to the Right. 
Honorable the Kary of BucKINGHAMSHIRE, noticed in the prece- 


ding Minutes, ® 
My Lorp, _ East- India House, 30th December 1812. 
No. We were honoured, on the 25th instant, with the letter which 


LXXIUE. your Lordship was pleased to address to us on the preceding day, and have laid 
Charman | it before the Court of Directors. We are instructed by the Court to acquaint 
aed Deputy’s your Lordship, that a General Court, of Proprietors of East-India Stock has 
later. been summoned, for the special purpose of taking into consideration the impor- 
tant subjects treated of in your Lordship’s letter, and we shall lose no time. 
"in subonitting to your Lordship the result of the deliberations at that meeting. 

In reference to the first paragraph of your Lordship’s letter, in which the 

“resolution passed by the Court, on the 18th instant, is stated to have caused 

some surprise to His Majesty’s Government, as appearing to have for its object 
an abrupt termination to all discussion, we are desired by the Court of Directors 

respectfully to offer the following explanation. : 

Your Lordship is aware, that at the commencement of the recent con- 

ferences on the subject of the Renewal of the Company’s Charter, it was agreed 

between your Lordship and the Deputation from the Court, that no minutes 

should be taken of what passed in conversation. Accordingly, no particular 
communication was made, prior to the receipt of your Lordsbip’s letter of the 

24th instant, of the result of these conferences: but an earnest desire having 

been expressed by tiose Gentlemen in the Direction who are not*Members of 

the Connnittee ‘of Correspondence, to be informed, whether the differences of 

" opinion, formerly known to exist, on some important points, betwee: His 
Majesty’s Government and the Court, were in a train of reconciliation, and the 

gencral answer which we thought ourselves bound in duty to give, not having 
tended to afford them the satisfaction they expected, they deemed it proper 
; : . that 
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that the sense of the Court, respecting the question of the ovtports, should be No, 
formally notified to your Lordship, and in consequence the unanimous resolu- LXAHl. 
tion of the 18th was transmitted. Had the Court perceived that that proceeding Ciara 

admitted of the interpretation which has been put upon it by His Majesty’s ase, Deans 
‘Government, they would assuredly have taken pains more eficetually to guard si 
against so great a misconception of the real intention, which was no other than 


to mark their adherence to the opinions they have uniformly entertained on the 
disputed question, of extending the import trade from India to the outports of 
this kingdom, which had formed the principal subject of discussion between the 
Members of His Majesty’s Government and the Committee of Correspondence. 
It was certainly desirable for the Members of that deputed Committee, and it 
-was thought that it might not be unacceptable to your Lordship, to know that the 
sentiments which they had expressed in the course of discussion, .were sanctioned 
by the unanimous concurrence of the Body by whom they were delegated. 
‘The mode in which the resolution was adopted was conformable to the usage of 
the Court of Directors on solemn occasions, namely, after a report from a 
Committee of the whole Court, which always requires signatures, and which. 
in the present instance, was subscribed by every Director. 
We trust, my Lord, that this explanation of the measure alluded to, will 
prove satisfactory to your Lordship and the other Members of His. Majesty's 
“Government ; and while we return our sincere acknowledgments for the atten- 
tion with which our representations have been listened to, in the various inter- 
views with which we have been honored by your Lordship and His Majesty’s 
Ministers who attended, we hope, at the same time, to stand perfectly acquitted 
of any design, either to prevent or embarrass a full and deliberate discussion of 
the great interests at stake. 
_ + It is matter of deep concera to us to find, that His Majesty’s Ministers 
“seem still to adhere to the principle of opening the outports of the United 
Kingdom to the importation of commodities from India. We have already, in 
our: letters of the 15th and 2gth April Jast, fully stated the dangers that must 
- result to the Company, from so great an enlargement of the privilege in Eastern 
commerce to British merchants. We presume to think our objections to that 
enlargement have not been adequately answered ; and we have to express the 


concern felt by the Court, that no communication has yet been made to them, 
: of 
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No. of those representations which first led His Majesty's Ministers to entertain, and 
EXXIIL. which. induce them still to adhere to the opinion, that the public interest will 
Chairman De best consulted, by not confining the import trade from the East-Indies to 
ane Drow’ the port of London. It would occasion much satisfaction to the Court, should 
7" * such a communication have the effect of obviating their objections, even in 
+ part, to a measure, which the most imperative considerations alone could have 
influenced them to oppose: and were it unfortunately to fail in producing this 
effect, it is nevertheless desirable, that the Court of Directors shall have an. 
opportunity of reviewing the question with all the intelligence that can be 
brought to bear upon it. Your Lordship has, indeed, been pleased to favour 
us with a brief summary of some of the arguments used by the merchants on 
this subject,—arguments, we must own, not in the Icast convincing to us: and 
we assure ourselves, that in adverting to them, your Lordship does not mean 
that the Company should be concluded, or their fate determined, by what those 
who oppose their interests choose to advance ; although their representations: 
appear to have so far influenced His Majesty's Ministers, as to lead them to 
think, that the merchants “ have a claim to as much liberty of trade as they 
“can enjoy, without injury to other important national interests.” . In those 
interests, we may presume, are comprehended both the consideration ofthe 
public revenue, and the maintenance of the East-India Company. But what 

that extent of trade is, “ which can be granted with safety to those interests,” “15 
-still a question undetermined. We confess that the regulations contemplated 
by His Majesty’s Ministers, so far as your Lordship has been pleased to explain 
them to us, appear by no means calculated to remove our fears. ‘The compa-~ 
rative interest which the Public and the Company have in preventing the smug- 
gling of’ tea, was described in our letter of the 29th April; and though it be 
truc,-as your Lordship observes, that the stake of the Public in this concern is 
‘numerically greater than that of the Company, yet the importance of the 
-Company’s inferior stake is, to them, infinitely greater, than would be to the. 
Public the importance of the loss the revenue might sustain; because, as matters 
now stand, the Company have no certain dependance but the China trade, 
for resources essential to their subsistence. . We do not the least question, that 
His Majesty Ministers would be thoroughly disposed to frame additional regu- 


lations 


» 
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lations fo prevent smuggling tea, should those now in contemplation be tried, No. | 

and be found insufficient. But, besides that we extremely distrust the prac- LXXHI. 

‘ticability of preventing smuggling to’a large extent, where the temptations Chairman 

would be so great, we must entreat your Lordship and His Majesty’s Ministers and Deputy’s 

‘seriously to consider, what would be the situation of the Company, if they’ Latter, 

obtained a charter upon no better terms than those now proposed, and upon trial 

it should be found that their commercial income failed, and that their dividend 

‘should be anprovided for or lowered :—thcir. stock would immediately fall; 

their credit would be diminished; the currency of their affairs, in their pay~ 

ments particularly, would be impeded ; general alarm and dissatisfaction in all’ 

parties connected with this great establishment would be felt; and there would 

‘be a necessity for going to Parliament again, when evils great, perhaps irre- 

tricvable, would have been experienced. It is the duty of the Executive Body 

of the Company to carry their views forward to such contingencies, and to 

-seek provision against them: and-we must beg leave to add, that whatever rights 

the merchants may'claim, or the nation be pleased to bestow on them, it cannot 

be equitable to make concessions to them which sbould destroy the Company, 

who acquired the Indian empire, and who are as much the owners of the chief 

seats’ of European trade-in that empire, as they are of their frecholds in. 

‘London, , , . a 
~~~ - With respect to the resort of Europeans to India, if we do not misunder- 

stand the scope’ ef your Lordship’s observation, it seems to inply, that their 

numbers might be in proportion to the export trade from this country. If, 
-indced, they were to be regulated by this scale, our apprehensions would be 
‘the less; but we have no difficulty in acknowledging, that in addition to all 
our other arguments against admitting importations to the outports, we think 
that the granting of this privilege would increase the spirit of rash speculation 
from Great Britain and Ireland, and thereby the number of adventurers in 
. search of fortune in Iadia; for it is to be remembered, that those adventurers 
-would naturally seek for’ new ‘establishments, even out of the Company's . 
territories, and there endeavour to acquire real property. 

But, my Lord, this ‘is only one of many points which require particular 

«regulations ;‘and, at the stage at which we are now arrived in the negociation, , 


"we 
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No.~ . we cannot but state to your Lordship, the anxious wish of the Court.to be 
LXXIIT. made acquainted with the whole plan which His Majesty’s Government may 
Chana have it in contemplation to recommend to Parliament for a Renewal of the 
and Deputy's East-India Company's Charter ; including such amendments in the system of 

Letter. the Compaity’s territorial government and administration, as past experience may 





have indicated ;_ the regulations deemed necessary for promoting the discipline 
and efficieucy of the Indian army; the amount of force which His Majesty 
may be empowered to maintain in India at the expense of the Company ; 

‘and the provisions that may be thought requisite for settling the relative 

powers of the Board of Commissioners and the Court of Directors, 
Though these topics were specificaily. mentioned in the letters from Lord 
Melville to the Chairs, of the 30th September 1808 and the 21st March 1812, 
the Court are still, in great measure, uninformed of the arrangementsy ia 
‘regard to them, which His Majesty’s Government may have in view to propose. 
And we entreat, also, that your Lordship will enable us to lay before the Court 
of Directors, and ultimately the Proprietors, in any shape that you may judge 
fit, the information, additional to that of the merchants already solicited, on 
which ‘the determination of His Majesty’s Ministers rests, as to the extension 
of the trade to the outports, and their intentions upon the other parts of the 
arrangement to which we have now adverted. oe ; 
The requests we now make appear to us the more reasonable, from ffies 
weighty intimation conveyed in the concluding part of your Lordship’s letter. 
It brings into view (to repeat an expression used in our letter of the 15th April), 
“ questions of the last importance to the safety of the British Empire in India, 

- © and of the British Constitution at home.” This is a solemn subject for the 
Country, as well asthe Company. If, indeed, it should ever come under actual 
discussion, we have that confidence in the equity and wisdom of the nation, that 
notwithstanding all present clamours, they will wish to do the Company justice, 
and to. guard all the other great intérests which must come into question, But 
prepared as we shall be, if forced into this situation, to maintain the rights and 
claims of our Constituents, we must yet express our hope, that the Company 
will not be reduced to the hard alternative, of thus having to contend for all that 
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e 7 ‘ 
is dear tothem, or to accept a Charter, on terms which will not enable them to ‘No. 


exceute the part hitherto assigned to them in the Indian system. LXXHI, 
We have the honour to be, Chairman 
My Lord, : and Depaty's 


; - Letier. 
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servants, : 


(Signed) ~— Hucu Ineus, ' 


Rosert Tuornron, 
The Right Honorable the Earl of Buckinghamshire, 


&e. &e, &e. 


LIST OF FURTHER PAPERS 


Respecting the Negociation for a Renewal of the East-India Company's 
exclusive Privileges, printed by Order of the Court of Directors for the 
Information of the Proprietors. 


No. LXXIV. 


Minute of a Sccret Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, the 5th January 1818. 


No. LXXV. 


_..,,Letter from the Right Honcrable the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Chairman and 


Deputy Chairman, dated the 4th January 1313, noticed in the preceding Minute. 





No, LXXIV. 


AT A 
SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS, 


Held on Tuesday, the 5th January 1813. ; 
No. 
The Chairman laid before the Court a Letter from the Right Honorable the LXXIV. 


President of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, dated the 4th = —— 


: : ret Court, 
mstant, which was read. ne 1s13° 


== 
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-Lerrmr from the Right Honorable the Eanu or Bucxincuamsnine 
to the Cuatnman and Deputy Cuatrman, noticed in the preceding 
Minute. 

India Board, 4th January, 1813. No, 
GENTLEMEN, LXXV, 
T had the honor to receive your Letter of the 80th ultimo, and proeced Lo 


to convey to you the sentiments of His Majesty’s Government, as far as it would ™ 
scem advisable, under present circumstances, to continue the discussion. 








With respect to your observation, that the representaticus which induced 

His Majesty’s Government to form their opinions upon the subject ef the 
extension of the Import Trade, have been withheld from the Coart of Directors, 
and that your objections to that extension have not been “ adequately answered,” 
you must allow me to avail myself of this occasion to apprize you, that 
although His Majesty's Government have shewn a strong disposition to enter inio 
the most frank and unreserved explanations with the Court of Directors, they 
No, IV, D> have 
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No. 
LXV. have not felt that it was within the range of their duty to engage in a controversy- 
Low Pack. UPOn the points at issue. That duty has been sufficicitly discharged, in stating, 
LOVE nck- iJ 


inghusshire’s for the information of the Court of Proprietors, the conditions upon which they 
Letter, were prepared to submit a proposition to Parliament for the renewal of the 
Charter, accompanied by such reasons as are conveyed in the communications 





they have authorized me to make. < 

I can, however, have no difficulty in acquainting you, that the claims of the 
Merchants connected with the outports have not been brought before Government 
by written documents ; that they have been urged and discussed at personal 

- conferences with individuals, interested in their success; ond that you bave 
already been informed of the grounds upon which they were supported ; but, that 
it does not appear to His Majesty’s Government, that you can be warranted in 
expecting that they should give a more particular account of the arguments” - 
adduced at those conferences. 

I may add, however, that as the merchants and manufacturers connected 
with the oatports, considering themsclves entitled, at the expiration of the 
Charter of the East-India Company, to carry on that trade from which they 
had been excluded fora limited time, had entered into a statement of their casc, 
by petitions presented to Parliament in the course of the last session, you may 
obtain from those records that further information which you appear desirous 
to possess. 

With regard to those points to which you have alluded, as requiring par- 
ticular regulation, the Ministers of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
having signified to you, that consistently with their sense of public duty, they 
can submit no arrangement to Parliament, that does not include an extension 
of the import trade, and the Court of Directors having, with a knowledge of 
their opinions upon that point, by their resolution of the 18th ultimo, declined 
to recommend to the Court of Proprietors to agree to such an extension, it would 
secm premature to enter into details, until that question shall have been finally 
determined. : 

You are apprised of the disposition of His Majesty’s Government to adhere 
to the present system of administration in India, and I am not aware that, if 
circumstances should admit of its continuance, it would be necessary to propose 

any: 
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any material alteration in the existing provisions for carrying it into execution, 
except such as may arise from the opening of the trade. 

The confidence you express in the wisdom and justice of Parliament will, 
T am persuaded, not be disappointed ; nor is it to be supposed, that in the con- 
sideration of this great question (to use your own words) the safety of the 
“ British Empire in India and the British Constitution at Home” will be over- 
looked, either by the Legislature or the Ministers of the Crown. 

If she Government of India cannot be carried on with safety to the Consti- 
tution, except through the intervention of the Company, the propositions of 
the Court of Directors, whatever they may be, must unconditionally be ad- 
mitted, 

Tt will be for Parliament to determine, whether the nation is, in this 
_vespect, without an alternative; or whether, if a change of system should be 
rendered necessary by the decisions of the East-India Company, measures might 
not be taken for opening the trade, and at the same time providing such an 
administration of the government of India, as might be found compatible with 
the interests and security of the British Constitution. 


I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your obedient and faithful humble Servant, 


(Signed) BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


The Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
of the Kast-India Company, 
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“ATA 
GENERAL COURT 


oF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING To 
THE EAST-INDIES, 


Held on Tuesday, the 5th of January 1813. 


The Chairman acquainted the Court, that it is specially. summoned for the 
purpose of there being laid before them further papers respecting the negociation 
for a renewal of the Company’s exclusive privileges. 

The sa'd papers were then read, being as follow, viz. 

Minutes of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, the 27th November 
1812. (No, LX.) 

Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Right Honorable 
the Earl of Buckinghamshire, dated the 28th November 1812. (No. LXI. ) 

Letter from the Right Honorable the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Chair- 
man, dated the 28th November 1812. (No. LXII.) 

Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Wednesday, the 24 Decem- 
ber 1812. (No. LXIIL) 

Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, the 15th Decem- 
ber 1812, (No. LXIV.) 

Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Wednesday, the 16th 


December 1812. (No. LXV.) 


Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Friday, the 18th Decem- 


ber 1812. (No. LAVI.) 
Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, the 22d December 


1812. (No, LXVIT.) 
Minutes of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, the 28th December 1812. 
(No. UXVHI.) 
No. VI. Az Minutes 


No. 
LXXVI. 
General 
Court, 5th 
Jan, 1913. 


No. 
LXXVI. 


General 
Court, 
Sth 
Jan, 1813, 


( 186 ) 


Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Monday, the 28th Decem- 
ber 1812. (No. LXIX.) 

Letter from the Right Honorable the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Chair. 
man and Deputy Chairman, dated the 24th December 1812, noticed in the pre- 
ceding Minutes. (No. LXX.) 

Minute of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, the 30th December 1812. 
(No. LXXI.) ; 

Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on Wednesday, the 30th De- 
cember 1812. (No. LXXIL) : " 

Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Right Honorable the 
Earl of Buckinghamshire, dated the 30th December 1812, noticed in the pre- 
eeeding Minute. (No. LX XL) 

Letter from the Right Honorable the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Chair- 
man and Deputy Chairman, dated the 4th January 1813. (No. LXXV.) 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that the above papers are printing, 
and will be ready to be delivered to the Proprietors to-morrow. 

The Court then proceeded to take the same into consideration, when the 
resolutions of the General Court of 5th May last were called for and read. 

It was then moyed, and on the question, : 

Resolved, That this Court do highly approve the vigilance, attention, and 
able conduct of the Court of Directors, in their negociation with His Majesty’s 
Ministers for the Renewal of the Charter, and that, for the purpose of taking 
the important subject now submitted to them into their most serious deliberation, 
the Court do adjourn unto Tuesday the 19th instant.— 

And the Court adjourned accordingly. 
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No. LXXVII. . 


Reso.urions of a Gewnrrat Court or Propriztors, held the 5th 
May 1812, referred to in the preceding Minutes. 


¥ 

Resolved Unanimously, That this Court has learnt with deep concern and 
surprize, that His Majesty’s Ministers have been induced to change the view 
they first entertained of the propriety of confining to the Port of London the 
returns of the trade to India, now to be permitted to all British subjects. That 
the measure of opening the Outports to vessels of all descriptions from India, 
comprehending in that term the Eastern Islands, appears to this Court to be 
fraught with consequences ruinous to the Company, and all the long train of 
interests connected with it; by removing from the port of London the greater 
part of the Indian trade, which it has hitherto enjoyed ; by rendering useless 
many of the expensive establishments formed there for the merchandize and 
shipping of that trade, and throwing out of bread many thousands of persons 
who now derive constant employment from it; by deranging the practice and 
frustrating the end of stated public sales, which are useful and important, both 
_ tothe Country and the Company, who are necessarily restricted to this practice ; 
but, above all, by affording facilities for the smuggling of teas into the ports and 
harbours of England, Scotland, and Ireland, to an extent unlimited, and as this 
Court apprehend, uncontroulable., ‘That the consequences of this must be, the 
destruction of the Company’s China trade, their best source of commercial 
profit ; the failure of their dividend ; the depreciation of their stock ; and unless 
a fund is provided from some other source for the payment of the dividend, 
inability on their part to continue to perform the functions assigned to them in 
the Government of British India. That if the constitution by which the Indian 


Empire is now administered should thus be subverted, the excellent system of* 


civil and military service formed under the Company, and maintainable only by 
such a body, will be broken down ; the tranquillity and happiness of the vast 
population which that empire contains, the interests of this country in Asia, 
and its constitution at home, will be imminently endangered. 


That 
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That the proposed object for which the professed changes are to be made, 
and such immense sacrifices hazarded, namely, the increase of the commerce of 
this kingdom, cannot be in any great degree attained, there being no prace 
ticability of éxtending materially the use of our manufactures among the Indian 
people, the tonnage allotted by the Company, or afforded by Indian ships in the 
management of individuels, for such exports, not having been fully occupied, 
Neither does it appcar practicable jargely to augment the importation.of profit 
able commodities from thence ; of all which the example of the American trade 
to the East is a proof, British Manufactures which they could easily have pro- 
cured, making no part of it, nor their returns exhibiting any new articles of 
importance. That therefore the trade now enjoyed by the Company and 
individuals will be the only certain trade to which new adventurers can have 
recourse. And this will be no addition to the commerce of the Country, but 
only a transfer from one set of hands to another: so that, old establishments wily 
be subverted, without substituting any thing equally good in their place ; and, 
to all appearance, with great detriment to the nation, particularly in the defalca- 
tion of a large part of the duties now collected on tea, to the amount of four 
miilions sterling per annum ; for all which defalcation, whether, one, or two, 
or three millions, new taxes must be laid on the people. 

That the cause of the Company has been deeply injured by prejudice, 
ignorance, erroncous assumptions, and of late by extensive combinations, and 
by unfair representation, canvas, and intimidation: in all which the merits and 
rights of the Company, the political interests of British India, and of this 
country as connected with them, have becn left out of sight, and the single object 
of the extension of commerce, an object too only of speculation, in opposition 
to past experience, is the governing principle. 

This Court however confidently hope, that Parliament will not decide the 
fate of the Company, on the representations and demands of private interests, 
but on just and comprehensive views of national policy ; and the Court must 
‘also believe that His Majesty’s Ministers are too enlightened and equitable, 
finally to adopt any measure calculated to destroy the commercial profits of the 
Company, and thereby to disable them from performing their political functions. 
This Court therefore entirely approving, both of the firmness which their Direc- 
tors have shewn in maintaining the interests of the Company, and of the manner 

in 
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in which they have, in the papers now produced by them, defended those No. 
interests, doth recommend it to them to persevere in the negociation with His LXXVII. 
Majesty’s Ministers upon the same principles; assured of the determination of Peatavions 
this Court to support them to the utmost, in maintaining the permanence of the — General 
Company and the national interests which are involved in their stability. pont. 
Resolved Unanimously, That the thanks of this Court be given to Randle 
Jackson, ['sq. for his very luminous and excellent speech this day ; for the great 
zeal, ability and industry he has on various occasions, and particularly on this, 
displayed for the honor and advantage of this Company. 
Resolved Unanimously, That the warmest thanks of this General Court be 
offered to the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and Court of Directors of this 
Company, for their very able conduct in the negociation with Government for 
the renewal of the Charter ; alike evincing the most luminous ideas of the best 
interests of this Company, and their most honorable conduet in the management 
of so important a concern. 


’ LIST OF FURTHER PAPERS 


Respecting the Negociation for a Renewal of the East-India Company's 
exclusive Privileges, printed by Order of the Court of Directors for the 
duformation of the Proprietors. 


No, LXXVIII. 


Minutes of a General Court of Proprietors, held on Tuesday, the 19th January 1813, 


No. LXXIX, 


5 e 
Minutes of a General Court of Proprietors, held on Friday, the 22d January, 1813. 


No. LXXX. 


Minutes of a Gencral Court of Proprictors, held on Tuesday, the 26th January 1315. 
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No, LXXVIII. 


AT A 


GENERAL COURT 


OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING Ta 
THE EAST-INDIES, 


Held on Tuesday, the 19th of January 1813. 


Minutes of last Court of the 5th instant were read :— 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that it is met by adjournment, for the 
purpose of taking into further consideration the papers laid before them at their 
last meeting. 

The following motion was then made and seconded, viz. 

«« That this Court perceives with deep regret, that after a long correspond- 
ence and discussion, conducted with exemplary firmness, temper, and ability, 
on the part of the Court of Directors, and with much difference of opinion 
among the several Ministers who have represented His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in the discussion, and closed on the part of His Majesty’s present 
Ministers with a reference to the petitions lately presented to Parliament, as 
a ground of their new determination, the parties have at length arrived at a point 
when decision is absolurely required, between the ruin of the Company and 
the disappointment of the petitioners against their Charter.” 

And after a debate of considerable length, : 

The question of adjournment of the said debate was moved and seconded ; 

But it having been signified by a Proprietor, that an amendment to the 
first motion was prepared and intended to be made, 

The question of adjournment was, by consent of the Court, withdrawm 

It was then moved and seconded, pursuant to the intimation already given, 
to amend the first motion, by leaving out all the words after the word “ that,” 
in order to substitute the following words, viz, 


a2 « That 


a 


a 
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a 


a 


‘ 


No. 
LXXVIII 
General 
Court, 19th 
Jan. 1813. 


( 198 ) 


Phat ‘this ‘Coart, deeming it prudent and proper to acquiesce in :the 


‘Oo. 
LXXVHI « principles and preliminaries stated by His Majesty’s Ministers, through the 


General 
Court, 19th 
Jan, 1813. 


President of the Board of Control, in the papers daid before the Court, 
* respecting the renewal of the Company’s Charter, with certain provisicns in 
favor of the merchants and manufacturers of Great-Britain and the Outporte 


z 


of these realms.” 

“© Resolved, That it be referred back to the Court of Directors to continue 
“ their negociation for the carrying these principles into effect, this Court 
“ télying cn due attention ‘being paid to secure to the Company as great 
advantages in their commerce, as-are consistent with their claims upon the 
public, and the prosperity and interests of the country at Jarge; and for that 
purpose, by proper regulations, to guard against the mischiefs that might 
arise from disputes in Endia.or in England, ‘between -those engaged in the 
*cammerce, -to protect the ‘trade ‘from smuggling, and those consequences 
«© which are now.dreaded by a.departure.from.the present established system ; 
*< and particularly to prevent the residence or interference of Europeans.in any 
* part of India, so as to -endanger.the Company’s governments -there, in their 
exclusive administration of the .territorial -passessions which:they now. have 
“or may -hereaftar obtain, as well.in .their revenue as in their judicial and 
* military depastments. That the Directors :be instructed to endeavour to 
“obtain from His Majesty’s Ministers :a guarantee.to the Proprictors.of India 
“ Stock, for their capital stack and dividends, in .case the -trade.and -territories 
 shauld, :at :any future period, .bc taken under the imntediate management of 
* ‘His Majesty's Government, ‘ar not .afford the .necessary supply for the dis- 
“ charge af the same. ‘That.as.the Company.consider .themselves guardians of 
“© the prosperity-of the empire -in India, and jprotectors of the liberty.and.bap~ 
** piness of the millions of people who live under their ;gavernment, they 
“repose confidence in the abilities .of their-Directors and the wisdom of the 
Legislature, that every possible safeguard will be. provided, to, prevent dangcr 
* to the empire and injury to its people.” 

-And.a-debate-having arisen on the proposed amendment, 
It-was moved, .and on the question, 
Resolved, That the further .debate.on.the said questions be adjourned till 

Friday next, the 22d instant, 


n 
a 


‘ 


a 


And 
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And it was then moved, and on the question, No, 
Resolved, That this Court do now adjourn till Friday next, the 22d instant. LXXVIL 
And the Court adjourned accordingly. General 
euera 
Court, 19th 
Jan. 1613, 
No. LAXIX 
AT A 


GENERAL COURT 
OY, THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND, TRADING 
TO THE EAST-INDIES, 


Held on Friday, the 22d January 1815. 


Minutes of Jast Court of the 19th instant were read :—~ No. 
The Chairman acquainted the Court, that it is met by adjournment, for the LXXEX. 


purpose of taking into further consideration the papers which were laid before Gencni 
enera, 


them on the 5th instant. Court, 22d 
‘~The Court then proceeded to take into consideration the motion. made at Jan, 1813. 


the last General Court, and the amendment proposed thereta. 

And after a debate of very considerable length, 

Jt was moved, and on the question,. 

Resolved, That the further debate on the said motions be adjourned till 
Tuesday next, the 26th instant, and that a General Court be summoned to 
meet on that day, at eleven o’clock in the forenoon, precisely. 

And then the’ Court, on the question, adjourned till Tuesday next. 


accordingly. 
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ATA 


GENERAL COURT 


OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND, TRADING 
TO THE EAST-INDIES, 


Held on Tuesday, the 26th January 1813. 


Minutes of last Court of the 22d isistant were read :— 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that it is met by adjournment, for the 
purpose of taking into further consideration the papers which were laid before 
them on the 5th instant. 

The motion made on the f9th instant, and the amendment proposed to be 
made thereto, were read. ~ - Pos fas 

It was then, after a debate of considerable length, moved, that the words 
in the original motion, proposed to be omitted, stand part of the question. 

And the question thereon being put, 

The same was carried in the Affirmative. 

The main quéstion being then put, 

It was 

Resolved,—That this Court perceives with deep regret, that after a long 
correspondence and discussion, conducted with exemplary firmness, temper, 
and ability, on the part of the Court of Directors, and with much difference of 
epinion among the several Ministers who have represented His Majesty’s 
Government in the discussion, and closed on the part of His Majesty’s present 


” Ministers with a reference to the petitions lately presented to Parliament, as a 


ground of their new determination, the parties have at length arrived at a point, 
when decision is absolutely required, between the ruin of the Company and the 
disappointment of the petitioners against their Charter. 

; Resolved 
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Resolved,-—That on former discussions relative to the renewal of the Come | 


pany’s charter, and particularly in 1793, His Majesty’s Government were 
prepared, at the outsct, to state the precise extent of concession which could 
safely be allowed to the petitioners against the Company’s charter ; and their 
mature conviction appeared then to be, that the regulated monopoly of the 
Company was essential to the interests of the country, and that this consideration 
alone was a sufficient answer to all pretences for interference with that mono- 
poly. ; ; ; 

‘That the territorial possessions of the Company in India are their certain 
right, and that the system provided for the Indian Government by the wisdom of 
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Court. 26th 
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Parliament, together with the disinterested spirit in which it has been adminis” 


tered by the Company, have extended and consolidated the British Empire in 
the East, and added to the strength and glory of the British Empire at Home. 
That the trade of the Company has long ceased to bear the character of a 


strict monopoly ; and that, by some further modifications, if thought indispene 


sable,. in addition to the arrangements of 1793 and of 1802, it may be rendered 
as much an open trade, as will be consistent with the security of revenue and 
the prosperity and safety of the Indian empire, © , ave 
That it is the opinion of the ablest Indian statesmen, as well as of the 
generality of persons acquainted with India, that no large or suddem addition 
caibe made to the amount of British exports to that country or China ; that 
this opinion is confirmed by the practice of the Americans, who-export chiefly 
bullion, and by the overloaded state of the Indian markets; that the habits 
and religion of the natives ate hostile to any such extension; and that the 
Company actually suffer a loss in this department of their concerns, with the 
view of employing the capital, and encouraging the industry of their countrymen 
at home. 

That so tar as relates to the ordinary produce of India, the import trade is 
now carried to the full extent of the demand, as appears by the value of three 
millions and a half sterling of private property at this moment remaining in the 
Company’s Warchouses ; and that to open the Outports to that trade, would be 
no other than a ruinous transfer of it into new channels, to the destruction of 
immense and costly establishments, and the beggary of many thousands of indus- 

trious individuals , 5 - : , 
B : "That 
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Yhat an extension of the trade in other products, the supposcd effect of 
opening the Outports, could be realized only by a large transfer of capital to 


‘India, and its consequent colonization; that, if realized, it might fatally 


’ Court, 26th Interfere with the manufactures of England, or with her commerce to couniries 


-Jan, 1813, 


where similar products are already raised by British capital, imported in British 
shipping, and paid for by British manufacturers, and that thus, such extension 
would deeply injure those very persons who are most impatiently petitioning for 


fit. 4 is 


That any unrestrained intercourse of Europeans with our Indian Empire is 


highly to be deprecated ; that the unlimited competition of commercial agents 


would, from the peculiar circumstances of the country, produce * a boundless 
‘scene of confusion and fraud, and ultimately the ruin of the manufacturers 
“ themselves ;” and that tempting opportunities would be held out to the agents to. 


* maintain illicit intercourse with the Native Powers, and to conduct a dangerous 


system of communication with China from the Eastern Islands. * " 

That this Court do most highly approve the conduct of the Directors upon 
the vital question of admitting the Outports to the import trade from India ; and 
that the confusion and hazard from irregular sales at the Outports, the loss to the 
revenue from smuggling, and the consequent ruin of the Company's China trade, 
are decisive obstacles to the policy of such.a. measure ; they are therefore firt © 
of opinion, that the Court of Directors should, on noconsideration whatever, cede 
this point in the discussion. . 

Yhat it also. appears, from numerous petitions presented to the last 
parliament, that on the faith of approved and long established practice, an 
immense capital has been, invested in establishments, peculiarly adapted to 
the export trade between India and China; and that many heavy engage- 
ments have been entered-into by persons in the city of London, ‘and on 
both banks. of the Thames, from London-bridge to . Gravesend, the very 
subsistence of many of whom depends upon the continuance to the port of 
-London of the export trade to India and China; and that nearly 10,000 indus- 
trious artificers, together with their families, would be in danger of beggary, in 
proportion as they would be thrown out of employment, by the. removal of the 
export trade from its accustomed channel. This Court therefore conceives, that 
itis of vital importance to the city and port of London, that the export trade to 
_ India and China should continue to be carried on as heretofore. 

That 
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. That since the high dutics on articles imported would still remain, the 
- abatement in the price of freight expected by the petitioners to ensue from the 
subversion of the present system, would be productive of trifling relief to the 
consumer ; and that this relief would be purchased at the extreme hazard of 
the revenue of Customs and*Excise, now collected easily by the Company, as 
well as imminent danger to all the sources of their wealth in India. 

That there is no foundation, in fact, for the statement which ascribes to 
the Company’s chartér the advantages enjoyed by neutral foreigners,over British 
merchants, in the admission of the former to attrade from which the latter are 
exeluded ; for that the profit with which that trade has been carried on by those 
foreigners, has been entirely owing to the facilities necessarily belonging to their 
neutral character, and which, of course, cannot belong to the. merchants of a 
bélligerent state. 
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‘That the discharge of the political functions of the Company depends on 


the continuance of its commercial privileges, That the propositions of His 
Majesty’s government, by giving a fatal blow to the commercial interests of the 
Company, will, if insisted on, eventually terminate in its political dissolution 5 
‘and that political advantages, of the highest importance, will thus be lost te the 
_ country, among which the following deserve to be distinctly noticed, as much 
too valuable to be sacrificed for a trifling reduction in the freight of Indian goods 
t0 Europes ; : 
1. A marine of 100 large ships, containing a tonnage of 103,333 tons, em- 
ploying 1400 officers and 10,000 seamen, of acknowledged skill and bravery, 
and which has been found ready and able, at all times, to minister to the na- 
tional convenience and:to augment the national glory. ; 


2. An extensive establishment of yards, which has often rendered large 


and seasonable assistance to the Royal Navy, and might, in cases of necessity, 
be made available to the national defence. : : 


3. The remittance of the fortunes accumulated by above 5,000 officers of | 


the Company’s military service, and some hundreds of civil servants, which are 
transferred to the capital, and stimulate the industry of Britain. . 
_ That, in addition to these considerations, the liberal disbursements of the 
Company for national, enterprizes, and the meritorious contribution of their 
BQ 5) _. service 
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LXXX. honorable remembrance, in the Biepaation of any measure . which ed vitally 


“Genera affect their interests. “ 
Court, 26th © That connected with this datuent of t the subject, is the extreme dashes 
Jan. 1823. 


to which, in case of the Company’s dissolution, the balance of the Constitution 
would be exposed, by the transfer of the Indian Patronage ta the Crown, and 
the enormous burden which would be entailed on the public, ip satisfying the 
claims of compensation on behalf of the Company, and of A the eonpueice 
interests which would be involved in its fate. 5 ‘ 

; That, by the destruction of the Company, a vast’ number of those ‘Propries 
“tors, amongst whom its capital of twelve millions sterling is divided, would be” 
reduced to extreme distress; and nearly forty thousand persons, directly ems 
ployed by the Company, with many others indirectly concerned in its pce 
would be brought to a state of absolute beggary. : 

That, ftom the tenor of the preceding considerations, it - appears to this: 
Court, that no case of* political or commercial delinquency has been established 
against the Company, to justify the ruin with which they are threatened, or to 
forfeit their claim to a continuance of their Charter: that, on the contrary; 
their commercial management has been frequently deranged and interrupted by. 
costly enterprises, to which they were compelled on grounds of imperial policy, 
and which no temporary possession could have induced them to execute: tidt 
their remonstrances against these uadertakings were silenced by reference’ to 
future and distant recompense, in the improved prospect of permanent peace, 
‘revenue, and commerce, and that, by arguments which implied little less: than 
a pledge that their privileges should be continued, at least until their indemnity 
should be complete: and that it is manifestly unjust to allege against them, as a 

proof of commercial mismanagement, pecuniary difficulties arising out of this 
forcible diversion of their commercial funds to national purposes. 

. That, with a view to their financial difficulties, thus incurred en the Publi 
account, ‘the Directors, in the year 1803, apprehending the consequences of the 
transfer of the Indian territorial debt to England, proposed methods to meet and 
provide for those consequences ; but that His Majesty’s Ministers refused to for- 
ward those propositions to tastes: and have not substituted any other pro- 
ceeding for the same end. : 


That 
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That the Court appeal confidently to’ the following particulars, frm the 
close of the Fourth Report of the Committee of the House of Commons appointed 
in the late Parliament, for a proof,‘not only that the Company have carried on 
their affairs without any expence to the finances of this country, but that the 
operations of their system havé been in manifold ways beneficia! co its interests. 

Ast, That since 1791, British industry has been encouraged by the employ- 
ment of. £46,060,000. : : 

od.. That the produce and manufactures of India, purchased with this sum, 
-togethier with those of China sold in England, realized in sale amount nearly! 


£140,000,000. : 
gd. That the purchase of the produce and manufactures of England amounted: 


“to. £29,200,000. ‘ 
"ath, That the employment of British shipping amounted to £25,000,000. 
sth. That the duties on imports, collected through the Company ata trifling 
‘expense to Government, amounted to £39,300,060; and on exports to 
£660,000 ;—together, £539,960,000, y 
6th. That the combination .of these, and other sums, producing 
“£185,960,000, shews that, on an average of the last seventeen years, 
£10,900,000 has been diffused in various channels through the whole circus 
lation of the British Empire, &c. 7 : 
*~That, for proof of the moral and political benefits derived to the popula- 
tion of India from the government of the Company, this Court appeals to the 
Fifth Report of the Committee of the House of Commons, which exhibits the 
gratifying picture of a people raised from the lowest disorder and degradation, 
to a state of industry, security, and freedom ; and that his Court confidently 
hopes, the improvement in the condition of fifty millions of natives will not be- 
interrupted, by the pernicious experiments to which the sanction of Parliament 
is now so loudly solicited. : / Pees os . , 
That the interests of the Company are now become so interwoven with the 
political and commercial system of Britain, that,* by their sudden dissolution, the 
credit and grandeur of this country would receive a shock, which . must be” 
perilous, and might be fatal: and that the measures proposed by Government 
are therefore anxiously to he deprecated,. inasmuch as they must have the effect 


“of bringing the Company to speedy destruction, : 
; That, 
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That, with such a case in favor of the Company, the Court is assured they 
may approach Parliament with confidence, ahd without the smallest alarm from 
the misrepresentations with which they have been assailed ; and they are per- 
suaded that the wisdom of that enlightened body will never countenance the 
sacrifice of clear and positive interests of one class of men, to the contingent and 
uncertain advantage of another; nor demolish a mighty practical system, which 
has been raised by such immense exertions, in order to place its materials at the 
disposal of interested speculation. 

That this Court approves, most highly, the firm exertions, by which 
the Directors have now enabled the Company, if necessary, to bring their 


‘ease in its integrity before the tribunal of Parliament. They tender their warmest 


thanks to the Chairman, the Deputy Chairman, and the Court of Directors, 
for their zeal and ability in support of this important cause ; and they trust that, 
if any opening should present itself for a renewal of the discussion between the 


_ Company and His Majesty’s Government,‘upon the principles detailed in this 


resolution, it will be conducted by them with the energy and moderation which 


» they have hitherto displayed. 


And the Court, on the question, adinusae ne 


LIST OF FURTHER PAPERS 


" Respecting the Negociation for @ Renewal of the East-India Company's - 
exclusive Privileges, printed by Order of the Court of Directors for me 
Information of the si ad 


. No. LXXXI. 
_ Minute of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, the 27th January 1813, 
No, LXXXII. ; 
Minute of a Court of Directors, held on Wednesday, the 10th February 1815. 
No, LXXXIIL, 


“Report of the Committce of Correspondence, dated the 9th February 1813, noticed in 
the preceding minute, 


_No. LXXXIV. 


Letter from the Chisinau and Dénety Chairman to the Right Honourable the Earl of 
nian Saaata dated the 10th: ey 1813, also noticed in the preceding 
Minute, 
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SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRESPONDENCE, 
The 27th January 1813. 


Tur Committee adverting to the following passage in Lord Bucking-- 


Ramshiye’s Ictter of the 4th instant, viz.. 
“ T may add, however, that as the merchants and’ manufacturers con- 


“ nected with the Outports, considering themselves entitled, at the expira- 
“ tion of the Charter of the East-India Company, to carry on that trade, 
* from which they had been excluded for a limited time,. had entered. into 


« ‘a statement of their case, by petitions presented to Parliament in the 


«€ course of the last sessioh, you may obtain from those records that further 
“ information which you appear desirous to possess.” 


And the Committce deeming it proper, in consequence, to enter into: 


the consideration of the petitions above referred to, 
Ondered,: That the said petitions be laid before the Committee. 





No, LXXXIE 


COURT or DIRECTORS, 
Held-on Wednesday the 10th February 1813.: 


Avreport from the Committee of Correspondence, dated the gth instant, 


Being ‘read, detailing at considerable length their observations and opinions on: 


the arguments urged in the petitions from the Outports,. that the East-India 
‘trade may: be thrown open, and the Committee also submitting draft of a letter 


to the Earl of Buckinghamshire, transmitting a copy of the said. report for. his. 


Lordship’s information, 
Resolved unanimously, That this Court approve the said report and draft of 
the letter therewith submitted, and that the said letter and report be transmitted 


to the Earl of Buckinghamshire, for his roe information, accordingly. 
Draft: 
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No. Draft of a petition to the “Honorable Honse’ of Commons, praying a - 
AEH renewal of the Company's exclusive privileges of trade, was read and unanimously 
Court of approved ;_ whereupon 3 , . ath 
roth Feb, The draft of-an advertizement, giving notice that a General Court will be 


1813." held at this House, on Wednesday next, the 17th instant, for the purpose of 
taking into consideration the said petition, was read and approved. 
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" Report of the. Commrrrrr of CorresponprNncr, dated the 9th 
February 1813, noticed in the preceding Minute. . 2h 


No, * The President of the India Board having, in his recent letter of the 4th 
LASSI January, referred the Court to the petitions presented, to Parliament in the 
nnn 2 course of last session, from the Merchants and Manufacturers’ connected with | 
ofCorrespon- the Outports, for fuller information than had been then imparted to the Court, 
ee 9 concerning the representations which had induced His Majesty’s Ministers to be 

of opinion, that‘ the import trade from the East-Indies should not be confined 

‘to the Port of London, your Committee determined on examining those_. 
petitions, as they stand recorded in the votes of the House of Commons. But, 
in going into this task, your Committee found, that it involved a reviow of all 
the petitidns lately preferred against a renewal of the Company's Charter, 
because the arguments in favour of the Outports were interspersed through them, 
The whole of those petitions have, therefore, been perused ; and one remark 

which immediately presents itself on that perusal,—a remark entitled, in the | 
pinion of your Committee, to particular attention,—is, that those arguments 
in behalf.of the Gutports are, in a very material degree, the arguments which 
‘are direcily urged for the abolition of the whole of the Company’s exclusive 
eoicnnencel privileges ; and the claims of the Outports are contended for, asa 
part of the entire freedom in the Eastern trade, which is demanded for all the 
subjects of the empire. The places, especially, which are strictly Outports, 
proceed in their petitions upon principles which arvaign every species and degree 
of monopoly ; and it is chiefly from those principles that they deduce, as a 
" consequence, 
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consequence, the right of the Outports to a free participation in Indian imports. 
But as, in the deliberate and just opinion of His Majesty’s Ministers, these 
principles and arguments are not valid for the main claim of the petitioners, it 


“3s to be presumed, that neither can they, in the samé opinions be valid for the 


subordinate claim of the Outports, so far as it is rested on the same foundations, 
which, however, are the foundations built on by the generality of the petitions. 
‘The few remaining arguments on this question, relate, principally, to the 


facility and certainty with which the revenue may be collected at the Outports, 


and to the safety with which the honorable men, composing the commercial 
class of this country, may be admitted to all the scttloments and countries of 


- the East. But these are mere assertions of opinion, to be classed with the 


« untried theories” of the time, and, as far as the light of experience goca, 
“opposed by it. If they were even proved, which they are in no degree, they 
would not, by any means, satisfy all the great interests abroad and at home, 
which are involved in the question of the Outports ; and therefore your Com- 


mittee are entirely at a loss to discover, how the arguments in favor of those 


_ which His Majesty’s Government do not admit, have so presented themselves - 


ports, as they stand in the petitions to Parliament, resting chiefly on principles 


‘to the Ministers, as, in their view, “ to establish a claim against an absolute 


Ma 


- restriction of the import trade to the port of London ;” or how, from the 


et-parte representations of those petitions, which proceed on the demand of an 
entire liberty of trade to India and China, a demand resisted by His Majesty’s 
Government, any clear definite idea is to be obtained of that degree of “ liberty 
‘© of trade, which the merchants may enjoy, without injury to other important 
*€ national interests.” And hence your Committee humbly conceive, that this 
problem, so important in its nature, namely, the. measure of further liberty 
which may be safely granted, still remains to be solved, and requires deliberate 
and accurate investigation. 


These remarks may, perhaps, receive some confirmation, from the succinct: 


‘view which your Committee, enlarging somewhat their first design, are fow 


about to submit, of the principal matters contained in the petitions for the 


~ abolition of the Company’s commercial privileges, and of the answers to which 


they are obviously liable. Although the same allegations, which are thus urged, 
have often been combated, it may be proper, on account of the channel in which 
they 
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they now come forward, and of the publicity of the-present discussion, to give: 


some distinct reply to them, which will, at Icast, further evince the disposition 
of the Court to shrink from no charge,. and to shun no inquiry, : 
All the material objections which appear in those petitions to the 


renewal .of the Company's Charter, may be comprised under the following 
cheads :— 


Ast,—That commercial monopolies, especially if extensive and long 
continued, are, in their nature, and according to the experience “of past 
ages, inexpedient, impolitic, and unjust ; and that the monopoly of ‘a joint 
stock company must be managed with negligence, waste, and prodigahty, 
anlikely to be practised by private merchants. (Some of the petitions 
admit, that monopolies may be tolerated in the beginnings of trade.) 

2d.—That the monopoly of the East-India Company has been injurious 
to the nation, great evils having resulted from it:—that it is inadequate to 
an extended trade; has locked up national capital; has retarded improve- 
ment; has not advanced trade, nor carried it to many countries witbin the 
Company’s limits:—that it cools the ardour of generous and liberal com- 
petition; has deprived the woollen manufacturers of Gloucester, Wiltshire, 
Exeter, Shrewsbury, and the manufacturers of other places; some, of. 
supplying an immense population ; others, of preparing articles for China, 
onlower terms than the Company allow ; others, of carrying on trade with” 
India and the countries north of it; others, of receiving orders, infinitely 
beyond what they now obtain from the Mast-India Company :—that it is 
(particularly in the opinion of the Staffordshire potters) unfavourable to the 
introduction of nei articles :—that its exports to the East do not ‘amount 
to a fifth of the exports of this country to America :—that all ideas of 
participation in the profits of a. monopoly trade, by payment into the 
exchequer, ever will be vain and illusory; of which the disappointment 
of the nation, in regard to the Company, is a complete illustration :— 
that the intention of opening the trade will be frustrated, by leaving the 
Company avy control over private-trade :—that it is proved, by undeniable 
documents, that if the trade be allowed to remain under its present 
restrictions, it will languish, decay, and pass into the hands of other states :— 

" that it must, if continued, diminish the sources of priyate wealth and 
national 
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national revenue:—that the reasonings. in favor of the monopoly vate 
from narrow partial views, have been demonstrated fallacious, and will 
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apply equally to every other branch of British commerce :—that it is hu- Raa nag 

miliating to individuals, degrading t to the national character, and a national of Correspou., 

grievance. e ; a a ic 
3d. —That, notwithstanding the increase of the Company’ s terri- 

tories, their trade has decreased, though protected from enemies and hostile 

rivaty :—that, since the renewal of the Charter in 1793, they have. added 

greatly to their debt:—that the pecuniary participation held out to the 

country in 1793, has not been realized, but has been converted by the East- 

India Company into repeated claims on the public purse and credit, for 

enormous sums to support their establishments; and that further, ‘and still 

greater pecuniary assistance is now required, to avert embarrassments, in 

which they may be soon involved. 
Ath.—That a full and free right to trade to and with all countries and 

people in amity with His Majesty, and more particularly those countries 

acquired and maintained by the efforts and valour of the forces of His Majes- 

ty, is naturally the undoubted birthright and mheritance of the people of this 

-empire, of every subject of it, and every port in it; and that the unre- 

strained exercise of that right is essentially necessary to the maintenance of 

the manufacturers, and prosperity of the commerce of this country :—that 

_ the confinement of the Eastern trade to the port of London would bea 

violation of that right, at once unnccessary, unjust, and impolitic :—un- 

necessary, because the duties may be collected with greater ease and less 

- loss by pilferage in the Outports, the taxes on West-Indian and American 

produce being now collected with known safety :—unjust, because every 

mercantile place in the United Kingdom is entitled to the same privileges :— 

and impolitic, because the superior economy and dispatch that prevail in the 

Outports, are requisite to secure an equality with forcign nations. In these 

claims for the Outports, there is a general concurrence in the petitions from, 

Plymouth, Glasgow, Puisly, Dundee, Arbroath, Leith, Edinburgh, Bel- 

fast, Bristol, Liverpool, and Hull; of which three last-mentioned places, 


Bristol and Liverpool state, that they have, in contemplation of the opening 
No. VHI. ; 3 ; of 
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of the trade to India, enlarged their docks ; and Hull, that there should be 
no restraint as to the size of vessels to be admitted into the Indian trade.. 
5th. That no satisfactory reason can be assigned, why the trade to 
China should not be opened :—that the difficulty apprehended in collecting 
the tea duties is ideal :—that the British character forbids injurious suspi- 
cions, as to inconveniences in India and China from opening the trade ‘— 
that, in the avowed opinion of one set of petitioners, the merchants of this 


“country should be allowed to trade directly from the East to tho British 


West-Indies; and another sct claim, that the preducts of the East shall, 
without being first landed in this kingdom, be transported to the British 
West-Indics, the American colonies, and all other countries south of Cape 
Finisterre, and within the Mediterranean. : 

Gth. That the existing menopoly has, contrary to reason and justice, 
lcd to a singular peculiarity,—the concession of privileges to foreign nations 
in amity with His Majesty, which are rigorously denied to merchants of 
the British empire; or, according to others, that the trade is open to all 
the world except British merchants :—that the American States have long 
enjoyed this trade, at the expense of our own people, employing British 


gapital, and compelling the Company to shrink from competition:—that 


they have engrossed a great part of this trade, and also of that to China, 
which the Company formerly possessed :—that the American merchants, 
being unfettered, have undersold the Company in the markets of Europe, 
have deprived them of those markets, and also the markets of South Ame- 
rica, the West-Indies, the Mediterranean, and Malta, whilst the English 
trade has become less extensive and profitable :—that the example of the 


‘citizens of the United States, who have evinced the superiority of indivi- 


dual industry, when opposed to the negligenre and prodigality of a joint 
stock company, and the delays and abuses of their concerns, proves the. 
competency of British individuals to carry on an extensive commerce to the 
East-Indies, China, and other countries within the Charter of the Com- 
pany :—that the monopoly is favorable to foreigners, injurious to British 
‘subjects, and its abolition necessary, to enable British merchants to meet 


" poutrals, end other foreigners, in fair competition with the products of the 


East 
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. Hast in their own markets; or at least, aceording to others, that British 
subjects should be put on a footing swith foreigners in this trade. 
7th. That the distresses and privations of the manufacturing and trading 
classes (distresses aggravated, say some, by the monopoly of the East-India 
Company), under the cntinental system of Buonaparte, the disputes with 
America, the exelusion from usual markets, the stagnation or decline of 
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trade, are grievous: —-that the mercantile, manufacturing, and shipping - 


interests, all suffer:—that the country is burthened with great naval and 
military establishments :—and that, under such hardships, pressures, and 
exclusions, every possible relief is wanted, and new sources of trade ought 
to be looked for; and that, on account of the existing war, and for the 
-Wnaintenance of our naval superiority, and the preservation of our commer- 
cial, maritime, and financial interests, an open trade is necessary. 

Sth. That it is a well ascertained fact, that during the time of the 
‘Protectorate, there were men who boldly violated the Company’s Charter, 
and carried on the trade with such success, that they were able to sell the 


commodities of the East in the different markets of Europe, on lower terms _ 


than had ever been known; and, at this day, individual merchants have 
traded to India with profit, even under all the difficulties, delays, and taxes 
imposed upon them by the Company :—that the private trade has continued 
to increase, although fettered with many restrictions; but that these restric- 
tions deter people, unacquainted with India, and residing at home, from 
engaging in the trade :—that a free trade to the Last would be a measure 
admirably calculated for removing present evils, would be a substitute for 
the loss af European commerce, an equivalent for all other markets, and- 
would necessarily open new and extensive markets; a field greater than any 
other country offers, and beyond the grasp of the enemy ; a field to British 
skill, industry, and enterprize, and to capital, otherwise useless, whilst the 
national resources are stunted :—that thousands, who are now reduced to 
~ idlencss and poverty, might be actively engaged :—that the capital, spirit, 
and knowledge of British merchants, are unbounded :—that a free trade to 
India would turn the wealth acquired by the foreign merchant into the 
pockets of the subjects of this country; would excite a fair emulation to 

B2 : ; bring 


No. 
LX XXII. 
Report of 
Committee 
ef Correspon- 
dence, Feb, 9, 
1813, 


¢ 208 -) 


bring all the produce of the East to its proper level in the home market, 
to the great benefit of this country; would enable our manufacturers, with 
more advantage, to’exert their skill and industry to produce new articles of 
trade, and to give full employment to the operative classes of the commu- 
nity; would circulate the trade, now confined to London, through every 
part of the United Kingdom ; would be the means of increasing our mari- 


time strength, our financial resources, and the wealth and glory of the 
Buitish Empire. Such is the general tenor of the petitions on this head; 


but the language of the one from Sheftield is so animated and sanguine, 
that it may not be improper to transcribe a part of it. ‘ The petitioners 
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are fully persuaded, if the trade to the East-Indies were thrown open to 
all His Majesty’s subjects, such new and abundant markets would be 
discovered and established, as would enable them to set at defiance every 
effort to injure them, by that sworn enemy to their prosperity and the — 
peace of Europe, the present unprincipled ruler of France ; and that the 
petitioners doubt not, if the trade of this United Kingdom were permitted 
to flow unimpeded over those extensive, luxuriant, and opulent regions, 
though it might, in the outset, like a torrent represt and swola by obstrue- 
tion, when its sluices were first opened, break forth with uncontrolable 
impetuosity, deluging, instead. of supplying the district before it, yet 
that very violence, which, at the beginning, might be partially injurious, 
would, in the issue, prove highly and permanently beneficial ; no part 
being unvisited, the waters of commerce, that spread over the face of the 
land, as they subsided, would wear themselves channels, through which 
they night continue to flow ever afterwards, in regular and fertilizing 
streams; and that, to the wealthy, enterprizing, honorable, and inde- ~ 
fatigable British merchant, conducting in person his own concerns, no 
obstacle would prove insurmountable, no prejudice invincible, no duncalty 
disheartening: wants, where he found them, he would supply ; where 
they did not exist, he would create them, by affording the means of 
gratification.” 

oth. That the imagined hardship of depriving the Company of the 


only lucrative branch of. their trade, that to China, will be alleviated, by 


the 
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the wealth, influence, knowledge, and experience, which, in their united 
capacity, they will still be enabled to oppose to the unassisted efforts of 
private merchants :—that if, indecd, the Company can carry on trade to 
greater advantage than the private merchant, they have nothing to fear ; 
they will reap their merited reward by the benefit of competition ; and with- 
out competition, ncither would commerce have risen to its present standard, 
nor will it increase to bear the increasing expenses of the nation :—And 
with respect to the danger of excessive speculation, it is said by Glasgow 
to be imaginary, because the enterprize of individuals is uniformly limited 
by their means and success ; because any evil of this nature is temporary, 
and checks itself; and that, the very worst that can occur, in the 
event of the abandonment of the trade by the public, would be, that 
matters would again return to their present state. On all the grounds, 
therefore, stated in-the petitions, they in general require a full and entire 
freedom of trade to the Eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, including 
China, and all’ the countries within the Charter of the East-India 
Company ; and, for the means. of indemnifying or remunerating the claims 
of the Company, one petition proposes, “ a fair and equal impost on the 


* trade in question.” a 
Your Committee having thus submitted an abstract, under different heads, 


* of the contents of the petitions, in which abstract, they are persuaded, nothing 
material is omitted, will now procced to offer some observations on each of 
those heads. 

And ferst, —With regard to the doctrine of monopolies in general, your 
Committee do not conceive, that they are much called upon to enter into any 
discussion of it; because, what is termed the monopoly of the Last-India 
Company is, as it now exists and has long existed, an institution of a. singular 
nature, formed upon principles peculiar to itself, not merely or chiefly for 
the purposes of trade, and must be examined with reference to the ends of its 
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‘Institution, and the importance of those ends, which will be the subject of the, 


next article. In the mean time, it may be observed upon this first head, that- 


the ablest writers on political cconomy, and the most strenuous against 


_mynopolies, have not condemned them simply and universally, as most’of the 
petitions 
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petitions now in question do. - Even Dr. Adam Smith acquiesces in the 
establishment of the chartered Banks of England and Scotland; which area 
species of monopoly ; and he praises the Act of Navigation, which is founded 
on the principle of exclusive privilege. He admits, also, the propriety of a 
temporary monopoly of new machines and new books ;- and what is: more 
immediately to the present purpose, he grants, in agreement with Montesquieu: 


_and others, as some of the petitioners seem also candidly to allow, that “when 


“ a company of merchants (to use his own -words) undertake, at their own 
“ risk and expense, to establish a new trade with some remote and barbarous 
“ nation, it may not be unreasonable to incorporate them into a joint stock 
“ company, and to grant them a monopoly, in case of their success, for a 
“ certain number of ycars. It is the easiest and most natural way in which 
“ a State can recompense them for hazarding a dangerous and expencive 
* experiment, of which the public is afterwards to reap the benefit.” But, 
even in this proposition, it may be observed, that the interests of the twa 
parties, the company of merchants and the public, seem scarcely to be equally 
cared for. ‘The privilege given by the State is a privilege for its own benefit, 
which is to cost it nothing should the experiment fail; and of which it is to 
enjoy the permanent advantage, if the experiment succeed. It is safe from 
loss; and besides its share of what present advantage there may be, is to have 
ultimately thé fee-simple of ‘all the gain that may result. Undoubtedly, in this - 
case, the term. of enjoyment by the merchants, after all the season of hazard 
and vicissitude is past, should be ample; and it were to be wished, that those 
who are wow so cager to take gratuitous possession of all the commercial 
establishments, formed at such immense risks and expense by the East-India 
Company, would consider more equitably than the language of their petitions 
does, the fair claims of a body, even if regarded merely in a commercial 
light, who have hitherto been working through a long scries of time, of 
difficulties, and dangers, to the vast benefit of the nation, whilst their own 
fair compensation yet remains to be obtained. * - : 
Secondiy,—With respect to that species of exclusive privilege, called the 
East-India Company’s monopoly, your Committee cannot begin their remarks 


upon the accusations broughta gainst it, without lamenting the surprising want 
; of 


{ 21) 
of information which the generality of the ‘petitioners discover, relative to the 
Company's System, conduct, and affairs; and, your Committee are compelled 
to add, a mortifying defect of attention, also, regarding things that could not 
possibly be unknown to the petitioners. They treat the whole qnestion of the 
monopoly, as if it were purely a commercial question ; as if it involved no high 
question of policy ; as if it stood unconnected with the acquisition, the govern- 


ment, and the preservation of a great Indian empire ; and as if, from its: 


political Telations, the question ‘concerning it had ne bearing on the British 
constitution, .Thus, say some of the petitioners, “ the reasonings in favour of 
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** the monopoly proceed from narrow partial views, demonstrated to be fallacious, 
“ and which will apply equally ta every other branch of British eommerce;””: 


whereas it is abundantly ‘obvious, that the exclusive commercial privileges en- 
joyed by the Company in the Indian trade (however well entitled they are to them 


on other accounts) are contended for by them, and have been continued by the | 
Legislature, mainly because deemed to be necessary for the political government : 


of India, and not at all on account of any pecuniary participation, which one 


of the petitions erroneously assumes .to be now in question. The same cause . 


also was understood to require the continuance of the China monopoly, though 


that privilege stands upon other irrefragable grounds, as the unlimited admission © 


of British ships into any quarter of the Eastern Seas could not be thought com- 
patible with the system adopted for the security of our eastern territorial 
possessions, . The commercial monopoly therefore is, in a word, an instrament 
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in the hands of the Company, for the political government of India. Such it: 
has been maintained by them, and admitted by Ministers, in the discussions 


respecting the Charter, to be; but this great truth, either as‘a fact or asa 
" prineiple, is unnoticed in the petitions, Some of the petitioners are, indeed, 
so just as to recollect, that the India Company have territgrial rights, and to 
say that it is not their wish to trench on them; but they do not seem to be 
aware, that those rights ean be enjoyed only through the medium of commercial 
privileges, or that any provision can be made for securing them, compatibly 
with their own claims for an universal opening of the Eastern trade. The pe- 
titioners proceed, not. only as if the renewal of the privileges in the Indian 
trade were merely a question of commerce, but as if it were a question of strict 

: ; monopoly, 
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monopoly, such as was agitated in King William’s time. To the admission given 
to private merchants into the Indian trade by the act of 1793, enlarged by the 
Report of arrangement of 1802, and in pr actice occasionally still further extended (not to 
oe: speak of, the considerable privileges enjoyed by the commanders and officers of 
aa 9: the Company’s ships), the petitioners do not advent, except to blame the Com-. 
pany for the alleged inefficiency of all those concessions, which,.in reality, 

greatly relaxed the monopoly, and made it what the late Lord Melville called a 

regulated, or qualified monopoly. In thus censuring the Company, the peti- 

tioners resort to some representations formerly brought against them, and suf- 

ficiently answered on their part ; except in respect to the irregular dispatch of 
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the extra ships from India, a matter originating with the governments there from 
the political circumstances of the times: but that controversy is now past, and 
quite irrelevant to the present state of things; for another point to be held sup 
to ‘particular, attention is, that the Company have lately acquiesced in vastly 

_larger concessions, that is, in a general trade between the United Kingdom 
and India, through the port of London. Yet this new and great change in the. 
Indian system, the petitioners too generally overlook. ‘That it has ever attracted 
their notice, is only to be inferred from tieir contending, that the trade shall. 
be gerieral to all the ports of the kingdom; but in,their attacks upon the Com- 
pany, they act as if the whole original structure of the monopoly were still 
standing and obstinately defended, and when the Company acquiesce in large 
relaxations, the petitioners nevertheless persist in charging them with all the 

" evils of the most rigid monopoly, for the purpose, as it would seem, of aggra- 
vatipg the case against the Company in the eyes of Parliament and of the public, 
and strengthening the prejudices, which so much. pains have been taken to. 
diffuse. ‘I‘hus the political part of the Company’s system, and its intimate con- 

-nexion with the commerce, is left entirely out of sight; and the present state . 
of the Company's commercial privileges: is not accurately represented, nor the 
actual state of the question, concerning the alate measure of those ats 

afairly brought into view. 

But it ought to be again and again freed upon the public dienton: that the 
first and great object, in any new arrangement for India, is not commercial, but - 
> political ; and that the safe and beneficial administration of that empire is a 
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consideration paramount to all others. No one has denied, either that the No. 

Company have conducted, and do conduct the administration, to the great PARA 
improvement of the security and happiness of the vast population that empire Bee 
contains ; or that the government of it should remain with they, and conse- of Cortespon- 
quently that the means requistte to enable them to continue to execute so great dence, Feb 9, 


1813, 
atrust, should also be afforded. The nature and extent of those means form, 





therefore, the precise question uow at issue: but on this important point, as 
has been “already intimated, the petitions in general are quite silent, and the : 
propositiows contained in them go to deprive the Company wholly of those 
means, particularly the monopoly of the China fone; the reasons for conti- 
huing which will be explaincd in a subsequent head. 

With regard to the effects of the monopoly on the sar riveeaton tise: 
and other interests of this country, if any thing said in these days to the 
discredit of the Company could occasion surprize, it would be the represen- 
tations given in the petitions on that head. The Company are accused of 

obstructing thé export of the manufactures of this country, even by some 
(with an honorable exception of the rest) of those woollen manufacturers, who 
have owed their chicf employment to the Company's commissions, continued 
for the benefit of the nation, under a certainty of deriving no profit from the 

" exported article. : ; 

Of those “ undeniable documents,” by which one of the petitions; in an 
authoritative style, affirms, “ it is proved, that if the trade - be allowed to © 
remain under its present restrictions, it will languish,” decay, and pass. into 
« the hands of other states; that. the monopoly must, if continued, diminish 
-# the resources of private wealth. and of national revenue ;” your Committee 
have never heard, and they cannot conceive, that any. such documents exist.’ 
It is more probable, that the Petitioners have put their own sense upon the 
statements of the Company, which furnish the most authentic materials in 
this case, and if fairly examined, with a reference to other relative circum- 








stances, will lead to conclusions directly opposite. ‘The subject of the Ame-. 
ican trade to India, which seems chiefly alluded to, will be discussed in the 
‘sequel, That trade, as will hereafter more fully appear; has owed its increase 
essentially to the state of war, ia whieh this nation has been placed for a long 

No. VOL le _ series 


( 214 ) 


ae ,. series of years past. If the American trade with India were still going on, a 
SAK much easier and juster remedy for the alleged evils of it could be found, than 
Eeport of the extinction of the Company’s remaining commercial privileges. But these 
-omimittee 


ofCorrespons heavy forebodings are pronounced, when America, and every European nation 
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(the distressed one of Portugal excepted) are actually wholly excluded from the 

Indian Seas. ae a 
There seems to be a general and deplorable delusion, respecting the prac- 
ticability of a vast extension of the sale of the manufactures of this country 
in India and China, and of the productions ‘of those countries’ here. This 
question will be the immediate subject of a following article; but your Com- 
mittee may, in the mean time, confidently say, that the Company have, ina 
long course of years, made more numerous, persevering, costly experiments, 
in attempting to push the vent of British commodities, particularly woollens and 
metals, in the East, than the means, the resources, the safety of private mer- 
chants, are likely to enable them to make. The correspondence of the Company 
with their servants abroad, at different periods, on this interesting concern, 
would fill many volumes. That the East-India Company, far from impeding 
the prosperity of the country, as the petitions, in opposition to history and 
experience, allege, have, by means of their monopoly, essentially contributed 
_ to its wealth and its greatness, it will be much more easy to shew, than to 
discover, accurately, where the. limit of the advantages resulting from their 
institution is to be fixed. They gavea very early impulse to’ the manufactures 
and trade of this country. They opened a new commerce, not with the East 
only, but, by means of their returns from thence,. with foreign Europe. They 
soon increased the ship-building, and improved the navigation of the kingdom ; 
‘both which they have, in latter times, carried toa degree of advancement, that 
' has made their fleets serviceable in the wars of the nation, and the commanders 
successful, in adding to the naval glory of their country. Against. the jealous 
rivalship of the Portuguese and Dutch, they, through a long course of hosti- 
~lities from a superior force, maintained for this nation a share in the India 
‘trade; they preserved it from being totally lost, amidst-all the convulsions of 
the civil wars ; they outlived, even the more dangerous innovations of subse= 
quent periods; they upheld, in India, the national interests, against the 
: ambitious 
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ambitious designs of European enemies, and the ‘despotic violence of native 
powers ; and, ina long znd arduous struggle, maintained, with little exception 
at their own expence, they acquired a territorial empire for the mother country, 
which exalted its rank in the scale of nations. They have, since, expelled every 
European nation, except our ally of Portugal, from the Indian Continent and 
Ocean; and they have given a better government to an immensely extended 
empire, than the East ever saw before. 

Inail this progress, not the ability and wisdom of their civil servants only 
have been conspicuous, but the talents and valour of their military officers have 
signally added to the glory and renown of the British nation. By those officers 
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a grand army has been formed of native troops, in discipline, attachment, and - 
g y P piine, : 


efficiency, a just subject of admiration ; and from the time of the first Clive 


downward, the exploits performed by the Company's military servants in India. 


equal, in brilliancy, those recorded in any period of modern history. 

To all these public benefits is to be added the direct wealth, with which the 
‘Company have been the means of enriching the nation. The amount of these 
contributions, consisting in the profits of manufacturers, ship-builders and 


tradesmen, ship-owners and officers, servants and labourers, miners, re-expor-. 


ters of Eastern productions to foreign parts, and other descriptions of persons 


gaining by the Company’s trade, in dividends to proprietors, payments to Go-’ 


vernment, and the influx of private fortunes acquired in India, especially in the 
. last fifty-five years, may perhaps be moderately estimated at one hundred mil- 
lions sterling. Such are the injurics, the grievances, the evils, such the degra- 
dation, which the East-India Company have brought on the country. 
Fhirdly.—The charges under the third head are nothing more than 
groundless accusations, calculated to render the Company unpopular; and, 
except the first article, which is new, have been often answered. As to this 
article, it is not true that, on the whole, the Company’s imports have decreased, 
although the sales have, in some years, fallen off, by the exclusion of British 


commodities from the European Continent; an evil common to all the mer; 


chants of this country, but now the occasion of a charge against the Company. 
And what virtue can the expulsion of enemies and rivals from the Indian Seas 
have to increase trade, if, when merchandize is brought to Europe, there is only a 
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tardy and diminished sale for it? Again, is it a thing of. course, that recently 
acquired provinces, itnpoverished, unsettled, containing a people every way dis- 
sinilar to us, should purchase our commoditics, when the i:babitants of other 
parts of Hindostan, where we have been-settled for ages, have still so. little relish 
for them? The stipulation in the Act of 1793, fof a pecuniary participation by 
the Public, was a conditional stipulation, depending on a contingency, which 
has never become a reality, but in one year that immediately following the last 
renewal of the Charter.. ‘The long war, in which, with-bardly any intermission 
this eountry has been engaged, ever since 1793, has, by increasing the. Com- 
‘pany’s expences, beyond the most extravagant supposition that could have been 
‘previously formed on that head, absorbed all .the expected sources.of accumula-- 
ction: Of this, every Administration since 1794 has been sensible 3. but the same 
utterly groundless charge continues to be repeated. . T'his ‘¢ promised participa- 
" say some of the petitions, “ has been converted by the Company into 
‘repeated claims on the public purse and credit for enormous sums, io support 
“ their establishments :” a most unfounded statement. The Company have 


, never‘had ocasion to apply for aid to support their establishments ; ‘their appli~ 


cations to Parliament have either been in consequence of levies by Government 


on the score of participation in the territorial revenues, or for ‘re-imbursement of 


immense sums expended for ‘the state in military expeditions, sums very. tardily 


acknowledged, and not yet fully paid: orto enable the Company to meet.the 
transfer of Indian territorial debt to this country ; a debt not ‘increased by. their 
order, or according.to their wish, though the petitions charge. the increase to 
them, but sanctioned by His Majesty's Government and by Parliament; a debt 
which, every intelligent:person knows, it never was, or can be possible, ‘in the 
nature of things, to discharge. out of the Company’s commercial funds, and 
theyefore most unjustly made a ground of accusation against them. 

_ > Fourthly:—The -claim to a full and ‘free trade, as the right, -by “birth 
‘and inheritance, of every subject of this realm, and ‘the arguments in favor 


- of extending it’to the Outports, are contained uadcr the fourth head. 


With regard to the.general position on which the arguments are founded, 
Jittle need be -said. It-is ‘an obvious principle, that men, living in society, 
‘must: submit to ‘the laws of the society and to restraints upon their natural 

liber’ Y ; 
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tberty, ®when ‘the public interest, in the opinion -of the legislative authority, 
requires it. The Indian monopoly was at first -established, because It was 
thought ‘beneficial to the commercial interests of the country. ‘It was long 
-continued onthe same principle : now it #8 more a political than a commercial 
‘question, It may be stated? thus: Whether it be more -for the interest of the 
nation, to maintain the Indian empire under ‘the system which has hitherto 
preserved and improved it,—a system greatly relaxed as to the trade with India, 
and which has also preserved a lucrative commercial intercourse with ‘Chiaa,— 
or to adopt a system of entirely free commercial communication with both 
countries, at the hazard of losing that empire and tne China trade, or of 
‘rendering the tranquillity and retention of the one, and the enjoyment of ‘the 
-other, less secure > Until this question, or one reduced to still lower terms, 
“namely, Whether it would be prudent, for the sake of the object in view, to 
crun-any hazard, where the stake is so great? is solved in favor of an open 
- trade, the plea of natural inherent right has no title to be beard. ‘No such 
“ssolution has. yet been produced. It has, on the contrary, been shewn, that 
“dangers and disadvantages, both in the East and at home, would attend the 
opening of the trade; but it has*not been shown, that any measures, which 
‘have been suggested as preventives, would be at all effectual., No adequate 
“provision, ‘therefore, against those dangers and disadvantages is yet proposed , 
hence, it may fairly be presumed, none has been found. But, until such a 
‘remedy .is discovered, the present system ought not to be overturned. “Fhe 
ropening of the Outports would, according to the unanswered reasonings of the 
Court; have this effect. The opening of a part of the Outports would lead to 
-thesame effect, though perhaps by a somewhat slower progress ; for it would 
immediately reduce and derange the periodical public sales of the Company, which 
is the master-wheel in the mechanisin of their import trade. His Majesty’s 
. Mvnisters, in not proposing to open all the Outports, both admit the contin- 
gency of danger from such a measure, and set aside the argument of universal 
inherent right: but it remains utterly unproved, that danger would not result 
from opening even a few Outports, especially if the export trade is allowed 
toall; and that, after ay had been so privileged, which would-be in effect ‘a 
monopoly against the. rest, those others would ever be quiet, until they also 
were 
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were admitted: so that the whole of the danger will follow from the first step, 
and ought to be contémplated accordingly. It may just be observed, that the 
quality ascribed to certain countries, as giving the petitioners more particularly 
a right to a free trade with them, the quality of having been “ acquired and 
“¢ maintained by the efforts and valour of the forees of His Majesty,” properly © 
appertains neither to Hindostan nor to China, and that the territories held by 
the Company were acquired under exclusive powers and privileges received from. 
the Legislature. j 

Upon the same ground of natural inherent right, and of the necessity of 
the exercise of that right, as essential to the maintenance of the manufactures 
and commercial prosperity of the country, is placed the claim of the Outports 
to a free importation of goods from India and China. Under the fourth head, 
therefore, your Committee have collected the strength of the arguments con- 
tained in the ‘petitions in support of this. claim; arguments to which the - 
President of the India Board was pleased to refer the Court. The argument of 
inherent right has been already considered: the other arguments, which may 
be given in the words of the Glasgow petition, are, “ that the confinement of 


* the Indian imports to the port of London would be unnecessary, im politie, 


“ and unjust :—unnecessary, because, first, the idcal difficulty of collecting 


“ the taxes is fully obviated, by the known safety with which the dutics are 


“ levied on articles of West-Indian and American produce; and secondly, be- 


“ cause the duties may be collected with greater ease, and less loss from pilfe- 
** yage, in the Outports ; unjust, because every mercantile place in the kingdom 
‘is entitled to the same privileges ; and impolitic, because the superior economy 
* and dispatch that prevail at the Outports, are requisite to secure an equality 
with foreign nations.” , ; 

On the second of these three arguments it may be observed, that the claim 
of all the Outports to a participation in the Indian trade, as matter of equal right, 
stands upon the same principle as the claim of all individuals, which has just 


Lis 


_been considered, and must be determined in the same way and order; it there- 


fore demands no farther notice here. If it shall be jud ed, that no larger interest 
than that of the Outports opposes - their claim, then, and then only, will it be 
entitled to attention, 


The 
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The first argument is, the known safety, and greater facility, with which 
duties are collected at the Outports. Whietlier that facility be, in fact, greater 
or not, it is needless to examine.’ If it were indeed so, it would still leave unde- 
cided a much more important question,—the danger of smugglipg. On that 
danger the Court have enlarged, in their letters to the President of the India 
Board, of 13th January 1809, and 15th and 29th April 1812. Your Committce 
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cannot but hope, that these letters will be perused by Members of Parliament, ~ 


- as their contents are material to a just consideration of the subject. The Court 
have respectfully stated to Lord Buckinghamshire, that no adequate answer has 
been given to these letters: his Lordship, in addition to what he has himself 
said, thas referred the Court to the petitions. The argument just quoted is the 


most direct, and indeed the only one to the point, which your Committee: have | 


distovered in all the petitions, But it does not mect the main objections of the 
Court, taken from the dangers of smuggling : they remain untouched and unno- 
ticed. ‘Those dangers were contemplated, upon the supposition that only the 


opening of the Indian trade was in question ; and in this way your Committee | 
will now consider them, reserving to.a future article some remarks on the still ” 


greater danger of smuggling which would follow, if the China monopoly were 
abolished, and which would be experienced, whilst our merchants were permitted 
to visit China at all. It is from the facilities of srauggling tea, that ships cleared 
out for, or from India, would find in the Eastern Islands, in the voyage home, 
and on the coasts of Scotland and Ireland, that the Court have apprehended the 
chief dangers would arise. _ In the Eastern Islands there are no custom-houses, 
clearances, mauifests, ‘There are great ranges of coasts in the remoter parts of 
the United Kingdom where there is no custom-house: bulk might be broken, 
and no detection follow where the,ship should afterwards be regularly entered. 
It does not in the least follow, that these evils might not happen, though it 
should be true, that the taxes on -West-Indian and American commodities are 
safely collected ; for these commodities come generally in very large unwieldy 


easks or packages, are, in proportion to their bulk, of much less value than, tea, , 


. which is also packed in small portable cases, and they come from countries 
abounding with regular custom-houses, whence they cannot sail without mani- 
fests and clearances: yet, with all these safeguards, your Committee are credibly 
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informed, that the Americans find means to smuggle tea into this country. . But, 
even supposing ships came direct to an Outport, without having broken bulk, 
what comparison is there between the collection of duties at any port, provincial 
or metropolitan, and the collection of tea duties with perfect certainty, facility, 
and a very trifling expence, at the India-House? The objections stated at large ° 
in the Court’s letters, your Committee beg leave to repeat, remain without any 
sound answer; and it is extremely material to observe, that the opinions main-. 
tained in them, on this subject, are corroborated, by the reports which the 
Boards of Customs and Excise have made to His Majesty’s Ministers, respecting 
the danger that would arise to the revenue, frony the adoption of the new system :. 
a.danger which, in their judgment, would-be ifievitable. De 

The third argument urged in the petitions"is taken from the necessity of 
securing an equality with forcign nations, which, it is said, the superior economy 
and dispatch at the Outports will do. If this alleged advantage of the Outports 
were admitted, it would, in the opinion of your Committee, weigh but little in, 


_the general question. The difference cannot be material in itself, and its effect 


little, in a trade so unlikely to become of any magnitude. ; 

There are, however, other considerations of great weight belonging to the: 
question of opening the Outports, to which the petitions do not advert. One of 
these is, the immense interests which the port of London, with all its descriptions 
of merchants, tradesmen, tea-dealers, factors, brokers, dyers, packers, callen- 
drers, inspectors, labourers, ship-builders, ship-chandlers, rope-makers, ship-own- 
ers, mariners, and all their train of establishments, warchouses, wharls, docks, 


-yards, premises, shipping, formed in the course of two centuries, in whic! the 
ey 2 > ¢ ? 


Compeny’s privilege, and the law of the land, have made the metropolis the sole 


.seat-of the eastern commerce: all these interggts, with the Corporation of Lon- 


don, have represented to Parliament, the ruin in which they would be involved 
by-ihe opening of the trade to the Outports. +» The Company’s. periodical public 
sales, on. which so much of the order and success of their business depend, would 


, be interfered with, and their very large property in warehouses and other build- 


ings deteriorated: in short, all the institutions, public and private, of the capi-. . 
tal, for carrying on the eastern trade, would be shattered or broken down. The 


removal of the trade would effect ap SS: although the new speculations and enter= 
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prises would establish nothing aqnivalent i in other places ; far less compensate the No. | 
losses of the supplanted parties. Your Committee. eannot go into this subject, es a Hye 
” sufficiently to give a just sense of the magnitude and importance of it; but they Report of | 
may seriously ask,—Is the case equal between the people of London and those of pea 
the Outports ? Would it be night to expose to privation and ruin one set, by dence eb 9, 


withdrawing from them what they have long enjoyed, inorder to add to the 3813, 


- ry 


» 


‘comfortable provision the other sct already possess; and this only to save them 
the slight inconvenience of bringing theix Indian imports to the port of London? 

’ Let it never be forgotten, too, that the Indian people are concerned in this | 
question. The Court have already, in their letters to Lord Melyille aud Lord 
Buckinghamshire, stated their apprehensions, that the opening of the Qutports to 
imports from: India might increase the: resort of Eurepean adventurers to India, 
IThas been advanced, in return, from some quarters, that the police of India ta. 

80 excellent, as to obviate every danger of this kind, . Your Committee are sorry’. 
to abserve, that they find in the records of the Bengal Government, informations 
concerning the police, which do not warrant them to conclude quite so favorably 
of it; for, in fact, with all the progressive improvements in the system ef the 
government there, they have net yet been able to bring the police into a state of 
perfect efficiency.’ The Fiftl Report of the Committee of the House of Commons 
has entered much into this subject,and one quotation from the conclusion of it may 
suffice to justify this observation. “ It does not, therefore, appear to have been’ 
* from any want ef information, in regard to the imperfect state of the police, that 
“ the Government was unable to prevent its becoming worse, but rather, as 
“ your Committee should suppose, from the difficulties which anaes them-~ 
« selves to the application of ar efficacious remedy.” Zip it 

Fifthly,—on the China monopoly. Besides the connection already sea 

of the China monopoly with the policy of our Indian system, the uniting of this 
trade under one head is necessary, both on account of the extreme caution re- 
quired in the conduct of our intercourse with so jealous and inflexible a govern- 
ment as the Chinese, and of the security of the large revenue derived by the, 
British public from this branch of commerce. ‘The habits of the Chinese nation: 
‘are known to be as fixed as they are peculiar. Their government-isa pure des- 
No, VU. - “ ea potisin; 
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potism, jealous of the smaflest tendency to insubordination or innovation; the 
people are guided by a principle of implicit submission to their superiors ; sud 

both government and people hold all disorderly conduct in the utmost. abhor- 
rence. Foreign trade is held in low estimation, and the commerce which Euros 
peans have been permitted to carry on is subjected to manifold and rigorous" 
restrictions, intended to prevent the intermixture of strangers with the natives, 

and to guard against their entrance into the interior of the country, and the 
hazard of their becoming, in any way, troublesome to the government, The. 
ships of European nations are allowed to resort to only one port in an empire of 
so vast extent ; and there, even, no stranger is permitted a constant residence, 
without credentials from the sovereign of the state to which he belongs. When 
a factory is established, for which one spot is fixed, the factors are confined to 
very narrow precincts around it ; they dare not make an excursicn beyond these 


precincts into the open fields, nor enter into the closcly adjoining city of Can- © 


ton. The government of China does not allow to its own subjects freedom of 
trade, or unrestrained intercourse with foreigners :—both are interdicted ; and the 
restrictions imposed, together with the sumptuary, laws in force, oppose the.strongest 
obstacles to any great extension of the sale of our manufactures among the Chi- 
nese. The trade with Europeans is given in monopoly to a company of ten or 
twelve Chinese merchants, styled the Hong; and these merchants become. res- 
ponsible to the governmentfor the conduct of the foreigners with whom they 


t 


‘deal. After the ships are dispatched for the season, the factors are dbliged to 


withdraw to the island of Macao, a low Portuguese settlement, till the ships of - 
next year-arrive. And, with respect to the ships, they are, whilst in harbour, 
under the controul of the Chinese officers, who are empowered. by. law to ‘take 
the custody of their guns:—and if, in the intercourses, and consequent frays, 
between the natives and our English sailors, one of the former happens to meet 
chis death, by accident, from an unknown hand, it may produce the most serious’ 
eonsequences; for the Chinese. governnient has been known, in such a‘case, to » 
claim the life of an European. in expiatign, and for an occurrence like this the 
Company's establishment is held responsible, and their trade liable to be stopped. 
With a government so absolute, in requiring implicit conformity to its peculiar 
laws and usages, and: so marked with pride, sHepicion; and despotism, British” 

ay. My - subjects 
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subjects have the utmost difficulty to act ; and the Company’s agents frequently 
submit to caprices and humiliations, to which the honour of a sovereign would 
not allow any representative of his to.yield. Is it, therefore, ia the least pro- 
bable, that the Chinese would tolerate the indiscriminate ingresg of numberless 
unconnected, unaceredited. Kuropeans? or, if they did give them admission, 
. that their multiplied, irregular, desultory visits and intercourses with the natives, 
would not be attended with disorders, with violations of Chinese usages, (with 
smuggling for instance, a high offence in China), which would soon end in the 
utter expulsion and exclusion of these strangers, or in such injustice and humi- 
Hating punishments, on the part of the Chinese Government, as might call on 
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the honor of this country to demand redress ? The splendid embassy which His © 


Majesty sent by Lord Macartney to the Emperor of China had, with all its im- 
posing attendant circumstances, and all the skilful address of that nobleman, 
no influence to induce the Chinese Government to relax from their rigid: restric~" 
tions on the commerce and intere-urse of British subjects with its territories ; and 
it may be safely concluded, that all which that Government “must have since 
heard, respecting the revolutions in. Europe, will make it adhere still more ob- 
stinately to its jealous precautionary system. To all these probable dangers, the 
Petitioners oppose nothing but the honorable character of Britons, and the ex 
ample of the American adventurers to China.—Frail dependance! British sailors 
carry to every shore their habits of excess, as is too often found in the Company’s 
ships, notwithstanding the strict discipline established in them. The American 
seamen are a much more sober and quiet class of people, and the adventurers of 
that nation havederived in China a sanction from the pre-establishment and cre- 

dit of the English fectory, to which, from their language and manners, they 

appeared to be related. It is, indeed, by the prudent, respectable conduct of 
the Company’s representatives there, in the management of their own trast, and: 

the controul exercised by them over other British subjects; it is by this means, 

and by the extent and regularity of the Company's dealings; by their probity, 
now so famed, as to pass the bales which. have their mark, without-inspection, 

though the Chinese empire, that ‘his jealous. and supercilious people have bec 


at length greatly conciliated :—but the Company’s establishment could not, on’ - 


the principles now proposed, retain either its eredit or position. To expose-a 
D2 trade, 
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trade, of euch value aud importance tothe nation and the revenue, to hazards so” 
great; to break down the present system, with the immense establishmentsand 
“Re; ort of property connected with it, particularly the China flect of the Company—n | 
eee: thing unparalleled in the commercial annals of the world,—would, therefore, 
ee ae ‘9, in every view, commercial, financial, and political, be utterly unwise: and if” 
this desperate risk were .run, further evils would avait the new system at home. 
Upon the supposition of a general resort of British ships to China, how.would it 
be possible to prevent the smuggling of tea on the coasts of - England, Scotfand; 
and Ireland, with the facility which exists of receiving that article on board in 
many of the Eastern Islands, where there are no custom-houss, and with the * 
temptation of evading a duty of ninety-five per cent at home? The petitions offer’ 
not the least satisfaction on this point ; a point highly interesting, as has alread: 
appeared, if the question were only about opening the Indian trade to the Out-, 
“ports ; but yet more interesting, in respect to the proposal for laying open the 
‘China trade, which is, at the best, a proposal to incur the most imminent risk ° 
of losing that trade, and the great revenac avising fiom it, merely in order to 
change the hands through which it shall pass ; for supposing itto be preserved to* 
the nation, there is no reasonable ground to think that it could be increased, 
because the Chinese now take our woollens only in barter for tea, and the et 
importations of tea are as large as the country requires, 

Sixtily.—On the complaints of the superior advantages anjerad by neu- 
trals, particularly the Americans, in the Indian trade. The vessels of the - 
American States first appeared in the Indian Seas about the year 1785. At that * 
time several European nations possessed settlements on the continent of India;.. 
in virtue of grants from the native sovereigns, recognised by this country, after 
the Company obtained territorial dominion. It had not then been disputed, that 
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those settlements might receive other European flags, as well as their own (though 
“the Company have, within these few years, properly held, that the-original 
grant gave a right of trade only for the ships of the nation to whom the grant 
was made); therefore the Bengal Government thought it politic to admit the 
American ships into the British ports, rather than oblige them, by refusal, to 
carry their eustom to the French, Datch,-and Danes.. This was, however, 
merely a gratalions: license, revokable at pleasure. But, in 1794, the Govern- 

: ment 
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‘ment of this country, induéed by the political circumstances of ‘the: time, eave 
““to the United States, by treaty, a right to a direct trade between their own ports 
and those of British India, on the terms of the most favoured nation; and, in 
1797, the privilege of free ingress to the British ports in India was conferred on 
‘all friendly nations. By thé long continuance of the war which followed the 
* French revolution, these concessions proved of unforescen high advantage te the 


subjectsof the American States. The settlements on the Indian continent, of: 


‘the French, and of the Dutch and Danes, who had fallen under French infly- 
ence, were successively captured by the English. The Portuguese and Ameri- 
‘cans were then the only neutrals who frequented the Indian Seas; and the 
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troubles of Portugal at length left the neutral trade very much in the hands of - 


‘the Americans, who succeeded, in effect, to the excluded traders of foreign Eu- 
~ . . . . * 
rope, and supplied their wants, as well as those of the increasing population of 


the United States and the demands of Spanish America. The subjects: of those’ 


“states, undoubtedly, abused the privileges conceded to them by, His Majesty’s 
Government, in the Indian trade. They were, by treaty, restricted to a direct 


“trade between America and India ; -but they visited the ports of foreign Europe, -. 


going and returning, and became the general carriers. They even supplied our 
‘own West Indian and North American colonies with eastern commodities, and 
‘they entered actively into the China trade, deriving a facility of admission there 


‘from being viewed as a cast of Englishmen; perhaps also a sanction, from the 


«countenance of the British establishment there. 
For several years after the appearance of the Amcricans in the I ndian Seas, 

they were, no doubt, assisted by British capital; partly by that which wanted a 
remittance to Europe, but to no very great amount. They exported from Bengal 
in ten years, through which their trade, on the whole, was considerably pro- 
_gressive, and which ended with 1804-5, goods to the amount of Sicca Rupees 
3,71,50,629 (£4,643,575), or £464,357 per annum; and they imported to the 
‘amount of Sicca Rupees 3,12,48,544 (£3,906,068), or £390,606 per annunt. 
“The excess of exports above the imports, being in ten years £737,507, o¢ 
£73,750 per annum, may. be supposed to be the property of British residents 
in Bengal remitted by the way of America, Whether they were furnished with 
British capital from London, and to what amount, it is difficult to ascertain ; 


but | 
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but it appears. evident, that as they proceeded in the trade, their imports to Ben- 


gal more nearly equalled their exports, which shews they were better able to do ° 


without Indo-British assistance, and probably .it was the same as to European 
assistance, * Upon this trade, however offensive to our private merchants, and’ 


tae 


in some views also, to the Company, it may be justly observed, that it was favo- . 


country from year to year, not above a seventh of its imports being in goods, 
and these chiefly wincs and other articles for the consumption of Europeans. 


- rable to British India. It carried seasonable and large supplies of bullion to that -. 


It also carried the commodities of India to foreign Europe, to Spanish America, - 


and other places to which British ships, on a, count of the war, could have: no 
access; and when, by the policy and increasing power of Buonaparte, the produce 
of this country and its colonies were nearly shut out from the Continent, the Ame- 
ricans still continued to introduce the commodities of India there, and with ie 
returas of their adventures they probably purchased English manufactures to tarry 


’ to the American continent: so that this country, also, eventually benefited by their 
Indian trade. . And however much their large participation of that trade became | 
4 matter of complaint among English merchants. connected. with India, it is cer- | 


tain, that whilst we were engaged in war with almost all Europe, those merchants 
could not, even by circuitous means, have occupied the place which the 
Americans filled in the Indian commerce: of which position no other proof is 


“necessary, than the frequent want of sales for the goods, public and private, 
actually brought into the India House, during the period in question. - The 


great progress and profit made by the Americans in the Indian trade, therefore, 
_Proceed 


* Other Averages of the American Trade with India, from Statements before your Committee, 
may also be here noted. : ‘ 


In Six Years, from (1802-3 to In Three Years, from 1808-9 to_ 




















| 1807-8. 1810-13, 
Ae Goods, Builion. -Totad. Goods. Bullion. Total. 
e ee reat ——- 
f. fe &. es £. 
Imports into all it Tadie. Sie ee 224) 6.528,250! 7,487, 524] 351,602) 4,531,233} 4,882,835. 
Experis- ditto... -.{ 6 gor ol 


25,896} 6,920,905|| 5,107,818 9,925). 5,117, 148. 


. 
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proceed essentially, not from their activity, or the advantage of individual en- 


“A@ierica into our West Indian and North American colonies. They were. 


4 


terprize, but from their neutral character, which besides giving them access to 
countries from which belligerents are shut out, enables them to navigaté more 
cheaply, easily,“and expeditiously : and it may be taken as acertaigty, that when- 


‘ever war ceases, all their advantages will cease. with it, and their power of 


entering into competition with us, in the trade of our own settlements, be very 
greatly reduced, The ery that has been raised, and continued against the Com- 
pany, on .this account, confessedly with the view of obtaining a generat admis- 
sion of Indian ships into England, is therefore altogether unfair. Hf a circuitous 
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trade in Indian commodities,.from Britain to foreign parts}-has been prevented _ 


by the rivalship of the Americans, the Company have. suffered as well as indi- 
viduals; they have suffered, also, by the smuggling of eastern articles from 


anxious to check the abuses of the treaty of 1794, and when it expired, they 
obtained the consent of His Majesty's ministers to impose a double duty on the 


neutral trade with India, which tlien applicd almost solely to the Americans ; - 


“but, if the complaints against the rivalship of the Americans in the Indian trade 


had been well foundedy.what was the natural and proper remedy ?. - Was it, that 


.the Company, part of whose own trade had, during the war, passed into Ame- 


rican hands, shoulJ sacrifice the rest of their exclusive privileges, and, by the ~ 


’ extinction of them,_endanger the territorial possessions? Or was it-not, ob-: 
viously, that the Americans should be excluded from a trade, supposed to be 


“earried on at the expence of Great Britain? Yet this cry is still unaccountably 


kept up, even when we are at war with America, and the flag of the United 
States dares not be seen in the Indian Seas! Nay, it is kept up to injure the 


cause of the Company, after they have actually agrecd on enlargements of the 
trade to’ England, greater than ever were contemplated, even by the private 


merchants of India, before the present negociation; and, ‘if enlargements could’ 


effect the object, more than sufficient to bring the wholé Indian trade of the 
Americans to the port of London. . Ho : 


It is singular, that the. party who complains of the large shies that lias: 
been engrossed by the Americans of the Indian trade, should be the same party 


who 
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who complain, also, of the large share which the Americans, in a state of 


“neutrality, enjoyed of the British trade between Groat Britain and foreign 


nations. It is well known, that previously to the. rupture between England 
and the United States, it was urged as a grievance, that though America 
exported from “this country to the amount of twelye millions sterling annually, | 
the country was not benefited to the utmost possible extent from this export ~ 
trade, because the British merchants and manufacturers were, by the inter- 
vention of America, déprived of the carrying, and of the second selliiig profit » 
upon the manufactures. “America, it was alleged, bought from us to a: great 
extent, and Great Britain was, to a certain degree, a gainer, to the extent of the 
American purchases ; but, because America sold our goods at second hand 
(to the Spanish Americans for example) it has been alleged, that had it not been 
for the intervention of the North American. States, we should have supplied 
Spanish America, and, in addition to the profits we-have received, would have : 
engrossed all the advantage which has accrued to the merchants of the United 
States from the carrying and circuitous trade. But may itnot, on the other 
hand, be argued, that if the British manufacturergin an open trade, and during 
a state of war, have found the assistance of America necessary to the circulation | 
of their own manufactures, the same assistance was wanted by the manufacturers. © 
of India. to the circulation of their productions: that the large exports from 
India, as well as the large exports from Great Britain, by the Americans, were 
owing to their neutral character: that if the trade between India and England. 


“had been as open as is now contended for, the quantity of Indian goods, circulated 


through the world, éould not have been greater than it has been, under the - 
competition that has actually existed between the merchants of the United - 
States and the East-India Company: and that a greater share in the export 
trade from India could only have been obtained for the free British traders in one 
of these was, either by America abandoning, or Great Britain returning to her 


_pacific relations with other- countries. “If a free trade has the virtue that is 


imputed to it, why under complete freedom of trade, has’ this country been, 


- fendered tributary to America for a vent to the produce of British industry > >. 


and,. if the pacific relations of States pass for no account in such a question, 
> js . = . whence 
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wherice tlie congratulations we so often hear, upon what we have gained, and __ No. 


may yet gain, by the rupture with America? * LXXXIIL. 
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* The following statement, which has been received from an intelligent merchant who resided 1813 


3 number of years in America, shews the advantages under which the trade of that country was 


carried onjn a state of peace. ‘ 

"The advantages which Americans, as ship-owners, enjoyed ina state of neutrality, are obvious, 
not only from their free communication with belligerents, but from other causes. © 

Their first-rate vessels do not cost one half what those of the same tonnage, built in Britain, 
generally cost: hence, the capital employed is one half less, and one half the insurance is sufficient to 
cover the property at stake, 

The premium of insurance on an American neutral, from Britain to America, was less than half 
what was given on an English vessel for the same voyage. On Americans the premium was from two 
to two and a half per cent., on English vessels from five to six per cent, 

“ The countervailing duties in America, induced shippers always to give a preference to American 
vessels, Goods arriving in America, paid twelve and a half to fifteen per cent. duties; whilst the 
game goods, by aBritish vessel, not only paid the same rate of duty, but an additional ten per cent. 
on the amount of those duties, which is one,and a quarter to one and a half per cent. increased duty. 

The freight of goods from America to England, in American bottoms, was never, in the best 

times, higher than one shilling and six-pence per foot; and many times the whole freight of an 
bomeward bound American of three hundred tons (that is to say, an American going from this 
country) could have been had for £300 or £400. The cargoes of three-fourths of Americans home- 
ward consisted either of crates of ware, salt, or coals, which are well known to yield but a very small 
freight indeed, taking the whole difference betwixt the purehase and sale as freight. 
_ The provisioning a ship in America, did not certainly cost more than one half that provisioning 
the same ship in Britain would have cost. Bread at 16s., beef at 30s. to 36s., pork at 45s. to 50s., 
yam at 2s., | believe will not be more than half the British prices for the same articles ; and these 
were the current rates in 1800 to 1805. 

Upon a calculation of all these advantages, it will be found that an American, in war time, could 
make a saving voyage from any of these ports to this country and home, when an English vessel would’ 
inevitably have brought her owner into debt ; and that an American could actually import goods into 
the United States from this country, and sell them at their average wholesale importation profit to 
others, as low as a British merchant could send them to America in a British ship, and deliver them 
ever to be transhipped, without any profit at all, < 

The American ships, being of a lighter constraction than ours, they sail with at least one-third 
fewer hands. ng 

The following statement will better elucidate these remarks, An American, of 250 tons, is 

. employed } 
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No '  Seventhly. Phat the distresses of the manufacturers, the exclusion. of our 
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efCorrespone 28d therefore an open trade, 


trade from the continent of Europe and from North America, its consequent 


Report of great decline, and the support of the war, require new channels of enterprize, 


dence, tebg, Every British heart must lament the obstruétions to which our commerce 


ISIS, 


has been subjected ; must wish for the removal of all continental exclusions, 


as well as of our differences with America, and that commercial freedom and 


activity may be. restored. 


It is also extremely desirable, that new sources of 
trade should be discovered ; and natural for those who are now suffering under 
privations and hardships, to catch eagerly at the flattering prospects and 
promises, so confidently held out to them from openiug the trade with the East. 
But can the Court of Directors, thoroughly convinced, as they are, that all such 
expectations are groundless and delusive; that those who should act upon them, 


if 


employed in a yoyage to Britain and back. Her value, asa first rate vessel for that trade, is £2,000, 
and the voyage occupies five months. A ship of 250 tots would carry 3,000 barrels of flour, at Qs. 








which was the ordinary freight - - - - - - . 1,350 
The average freigut home of such vessels could not exceed == . - 600 
, 1,950 
American Charges. #&. s. a, British Charges. & 
Insurance out and home, £2,000, at Tosurance out and home, vessel valued 
43 per cent. - - - 95 0 0 at £4,000 at 9 per cent. - 3860 
$ men, 5 months, at £5 + - 200 O O/ 12 men, 5 months, at £5 - -. 300 
Captain and mate, £10 each + 100 0 O | Captain and mate - = 100 
2,400 Ibs, bread, at 16s, - = 19 4 O | 360 Ibs. of bread for 14 people, 5 
Beef, 10 barrels, at 32s, + - 1600 months, at 32s. os - 57 
Pork, 10 ditto, at 50s. 2 « - 25 O O }| 15 barrels of beef, at £4 - ~ 60 
150 gallons rum + - - 1617 O | 15 ditto, pork, at gos. - - 67 
diterest of £2,000, 5 months - 4113 4 | 220 gallons rum, at 5s. - 55 
a Interest of £4,000, 5 months - 83 
- &513 14 4 





a 


s. 
0 
0 

12 
0 


‘These are not to be understood as the total charges on the voyage, but are those which shew the 
advantages which Americans haye enjoyed, 


: 
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if the ‘trade were opened, ‘would be sure to experience ruinous toss und disap- - No. 

pointment, and that the. abolition of the Company’s commercial privileges LXXAIM, 

would be, in effect, the extinction of the whole of the present Indian system ; Repor' of 

can the Court, with these convictions, lend themselves to promdte a dangerous seeeean: 

deception, already too prevalent, at the sacrifice of so much individual interest, dence, Feb. 9, 
and of that public interest, the care of which is entrusted to them? If it were, _ 13/5: 
indeed, erobable that by a slow process, the commercial intercourse between this 
country and the East could be enlarged, the effect would be far too distant to relieve 
present pressures, and the first adventurers be mure likely to plunge the trading 
world into fresh difficulties, as proved to be the result of the general rush into - 
the trade of Buenos Ayres, where it was easy to send exports, but difficult to find 
sale or return. It will, perhaps, now be said, that the trade with Buenos Ayres 
has become a regular one: but it can be a regular one only toa very limited 
‘extent, being, indeed, partly what subsisted with Lisbon before it was turned 
into a different channel; it may not, in a long time, replace the vast sums 
at first lost there, and, at any rate, it displaced no important. system existing 
before. From the late very favorable change in the affairs of Europe,-a better 
prospect of relief now appears; from the East, it will be found that no hope of 
any can be rationally entertained. 

Eighthly. . That a free trade to the East would bea substitute and cure for _ 
all present commercial evils ; would open an unbounded field to British manu- 
factures, British capital, skill, enterprize, and knowledge, which would not only 
supply the wants of the vast population of the East, but create wants where they 
did not exist. : ; 

The practicability of extending, in any great degree, the commerce of this 
country with the natives of the East, in expoits and. imports, is undoubtedly-a 
vital question in the whole of the discussion respecting the renewal of the char- 
ter; for, if no such extension be indeed practicable, to what end should the 
present system, with all the establishments which have grown out of it, be 
destroyed? The British merchants appear to entertain the most extravagant 

# ideas of a new world for commercial enterprize; ideas upon which they are 
yeady to risk their own "property, and to sacrifice all the interests of the existing 
Indian system, The CO parly backed by the great mass of British subjects 

To oe ‘E 2 OW © 
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now in Europe, who are acquainted with the countries. of the East, maintain, 
in direct opposition to all such imaginations, that it is not now possible greatly to 
extend among the inhabitants of the Kast the consumption of British produe- 
tions ; or, in this country, the sale of Asiatic commodities. On the side of the 
merchants there is, in truth, nothing but a sangume theory. On the side‘of the 
Company there is the experience of all the nations of Europe for three centuries ; 
there is the testimony of ancient lustory ; there are the climate, the nature, the 
usages, tastes, prejudices, religious and political institutions of the Eastern 
people. If the discovery of the passage by the Cape of Good Hope, and the 
account of the first Europeans sent by that route to the shores of India, were only 
just announced to us, some eaulasation might be given of the enthusiasm with 
which the hope of unbounded commerce .thither is entertained ; ; but that, after 
all the knowledge which successive ages have afforded upon this subject, mefi of 
general intelligence and cultivation should, in opposition to the usual course of - 
human affairs, adopt the fond idea of .entering, at once, into the enjoyment of 
a new world of commerce, is a most striking instance of credulity, and of the 
power which interest and imagination united have to impose upon the under- 
standing. The theory of Dr. Adam Smith did not anticipate any such sudden - 
burst of new commerce, when he pronounced, that “ the East-Indies offered a 
“ market for the manufactures of Europe, greater, and more extensive, than 
“ both Europe and America put together.” Eminent as Dr. Smith certainly 
was in the scicuce of political economy, he was not infallible. His infor rmation, 
respecting India was very defective, and erroneous; his prejudices against the 
East-India Company extreme, and his prognostics concerning their Indian go- 
yernment, wholly mistaken. In the period which has elapsed, of near for ty 
years, since he first published his work on the Wealth of Nations, the en- 
deavours of all Europe and America have made no discovery of that immense 
market for European manufactures, which, he seid, was offered by the East- 
Indies: yet the same docirine seems to be still in the minds of some of the Pe- 
ditioners, who make it a serious charge against the Company, that its exports to 
the immense regions of the East do not amount to a fifth of the exports of this ’ 
country to North America. But, as well might it be a matter of charge azainst 
the merchants of England, that their exports to the great contine nt of Africa, 
which 
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which contains so many millions of inhabitants, less influenced by religious pre- 
jadices, and more inclined, by taste and manners, than the people of the East, 
to use our productions, do not equal their exports to our remaining American 
colonies. ‘The reason is obvious in both cases. All the North American colo- 
nists are the same people as* ourselves, live under a climate nearly similar, and 
have a variety of commodities, valuable to us, to exchange: the Africans live 
undera ikopical sun, are poor, and have little means of purchasing even such. of 
our manufactures as they would like to use. It has been already noticed, that 
the Americans have been in the habit of carrying our commodities jnto other 
countries, 96° : “ . 

'.” A. profound. observer of human affairs, the President Montesquieu, had, 
before the time of Dr. Smith, who however overlooks his opinion, reasoned 
more agreeably to nature and experience on this subject. “ Although,” says 
he, ‘© commerce be liable to great revolutions, it may happen that certain 
* physical causes, such as the quality of soil and climate, shall for ever fix its 
« character. In the commerce which we carry on with India in modern times, 
“ the export of money thither is indispensable. The Romans carried to India, 
“every year, about fifty millions of Sesterces. That money, as ours now is, 
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was exchanged for goods, which. they brought back to. the West. Every. . 


“ nation which has traded to India has uniformly carried the precious metals 
« thither, and brought back goods in return. Nature herself produces this 
« effect, The Indians bave their arts, which are adapted to their manner. of 
“ jife, ‘Our wants are essentially different from theirs; and what is luxury to 
“ ys, never can be so to them. Their climate neither requires, nor permits 
“ the use of almost any of our commodities. Accustamed to go almost naked, 
“ the country furnishes them with the scanty raiments they wear; and their 
“ religion, to which they are in absolute subjection, instills into them an 
“ ayersion to that sort of &0d which we consume: they, therefore, necd* 
nothing from us but our metals, which are the signs of value, and for which 
they give in return the merchandize that their frugality, and the nature of, 
a the country, supply in‘abundance. Ancient authors, who have written upon 
 Thdia, represent the country precisely such as we now find it, as to police, to 


“ manners, and to morals, India always has been, and India always will be, © 


“ what 
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© what it now is; aud those who trade to India will carry money thither and 
“ bring none back.” 

As the Court have, ia their letter of the 13th January 1809 to. the 
President of tlie India Board, given the same views, and in some detail, on this 
subject, not deriving their opinion from any single authority, but from the 
broad page of history and practice, it is unnecessaey for your Committee again. 
to enlarge upon it. But may not the attention of the manufacZurers of 
woollens, metals, cotton fabrics, potteries, be still called to the habits of the 
Indian péople, the bulk of whom live all’ their days upon rice, and go only 
half covered with a slight cotton cloth; the rice and cotton both produced by 
their own soil? The earnings of the common labouring classes, and consequently 
their expenses may be estimated, on an average, not to exceed* £4 10s. per 
man per annum. They are indolent by nature, frugal by habit, under 
manifold religious resttictions:—what demand of the manufactures from 
Europe is to be expected from these? Of the better classes few are rich, unloss 
those connected with Europeans: and even these during a course of near three 
centuries, in which they have lived in European settlements, have adopted 
none of our tastes or fashions, unless perhaps in a few articles of jewellery and 


. hardware, looking-glasses, and carriages, with the use of a mantle of broad: 


cloth in the cold season. As to the north of India, though the climate there. 
be less dissimilar to ours, the people are extremely so: and in poor, ill-governed 
countries, where property is insecure and concealed, what hope can there be of 
a vent for foreign luxuries? “The persons who now imagine that region to ~ 
present a great field for commerce, have no conception of the difficulty of 
carrying goods there from the sea; the delays, expense, and insecurity, that 
must be experienced when the boundaries of the Company’s government are 
passed; and in finding and bringing back returns if the European commodities 
could be disposed of. With respect to China, it “is not denied that it might, 

«- . é é In 


* Ina late statistical account of Dinagepore, a province of Bengal, there are statements of the’ 
annual expenses of different classes of society, and among them one of the expenses of a labouring 
man, with a wife and two children. The amount is only Rupees 22.10.11, or near s€3 per annum, 
being at the rate of fifteen shillings per head. The article of clothing for this family of four pcraons 
is only six shillings per annum. 
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in. all probability, take off many of our manufactures, if the Chinese govern- No. 
ment would allow. the free dissemination of them. © Fhe jealous restrictions aaa 
of that’ Government, however, which though they have ebeen already, Report of 
stated, it may be proper to notice again here, prevent their own subjects, in eee 
general, from any dealings With Europeans: and it has been seen, that the ar as 
magnificent style of Lord Macartney’s embassy, which bespoke the grandeur of i 
the BritNh sovereign, with the refined diplomatic talents of that nobleman, 
which ‘even struck the Chinese courtiers, were incapable of moving. the 
Government to depart, in the smallest degree, from its established policy. If, 
instead of the regulated, long-experienced organ for European trade, the 
Company’s Canton establishment (under whose respectability, in fact, the 
_ Americans were admitted), a swarm of unconnected private-traders were to be 
let loose upon that country, it is altogether probable, that the Chinese would 
either shut their doors entirely upon them, .or contract even the present narrow 
" entrance. : 
.-. J€ so many proofs.of want of knowledge on Indian subjects did not croud 
on your Committee, they might express surprize, at findi.g any persons still so 
uninformed, as to hold up the trade carried on by individuals, in the time of 
Cromwell, as gainful to the parties and useful to the nation. The fact is now 
ascertained ‘to have been notoriously otherwise. The competition of the traders 
Jed them to undersell their exports in India aud their imports in England. The. 
public, -indeed, for a little time, got Indian goods remarkably cheap; but the 
adventurers could not goon, and Cromwell, induced by the representations made 
him, in which several of those very adventurers joined,. restored the Company, 
in order to save the Indian trade to the nation. 
Parliament is now told by.the Petitioners, that the private-trade, to which 
individuals were admitted by the Act of 1793, enlarged by the arrangement of: 
1802, has succeeded and produced a profit, even whilst the Company have been 
trading to a loss. The Court have very substantial reasons to believe, that: 
_although some articles of private-trade may, at certain times, have sold to.a* 
profit, yet that large importations of other articles, both into India and into 
* England, have repeatedly sold to a loss, or haye remained long on hand for 


want of sale. : 
The 
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The nature of this trade should be considered. ‘The numerous commanders 
and officers of the Company’s ships (a very superior class of nautical men) have 
no adequate provision from direct pecuniary allowances: their compensation has 
always been given in the privilege of trade, and a certain allowance of tonnage 
freight free. . This has generally made them traders; and as they are to look 
to trade for their emolument (for but few, comparatively, make money by pas-. 
sengers) they continue to adventure, though often with little success: and your 
Committee are assured, that though they pay no freight nor commission, being - 
their own: agents, they still find it, on the whole, a precarious unproductive 
business. Now, if these men do not succeed, it can hardly be meee that 
those, who have freight and commission to pay, can fare better. : 

But it will be said, that other individuals do neverth:less embark in ‘this 
trade. . To this it is io be answered, that the manufacturers of indigo in Bengal, 
an article originally promoted, and always fostered by the Company, generally 
send their produce to’ England, and this is a matter-of necessity, because the * 
great. bulk of the article cannot otherwise be disposed of. Again, there is acertain - 
annual amount of acquisition by Europeans in India; and as this,’ doubtless 
a large amount in all, is, in one way. or another, to be remitted to England, 
merchants in India may find their account tolerably well in taking up such - 
moncy in India, investing it in goods, and granting bills, at a rate favorable to the 
drawer, payable from the sales in this country. “A sort of new transit capital arises 


in this way every year; and men may be tempted, occasionally, to seek to make 


an advaritage of it, who would rot regularly fix a capital of their own in the trade. 


_ There is also a third sort of trade from India, which men of large capital speculate 


in, when favorable occasions seem to offer; and, in this way, sometimes cotton” 
piece goods, sometimes ‘cottun-wool, sometimes indigo and raw-silk, have been - 
adventured in. But your Committee suppose it to be an undisputed fact, that 
these larger adyentures have repeatedly been attended with heavy losses to indi- 
viduals; particularly the very great importations of piece-goods, exceeding in 


‘value two millions sterling, in 1802: the large.importations of cotton, and. even 


of indigo, since that time: and what may be sufficiently decisive on this head is, 
that very large quantities of those have remained long in the Company’s ware- 
lrouses without a sale, or uncleared after sale.. The following abstract account 


wall sufficiently exhibii these facts. 
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Value of Prixate Goods from India remaining in the Company's Warehouses. - 









SOLD. UNSOLD.. TOTAL. 
On 1st January 1809 £1,576,185 £815,000 | s.£2,391,185 
~~. + = 1810 3,370,958 1,057,760 2,428,718. 
~ c=» Bil 2,513,761 1,005,000 3,518,761 
- N\ - 1812 “9,547,668 1,002,932 3,550,600 
“mo 1818 2,411,259 1,008,000 35419,259 


Of the Sold Goods remaining in Warehouses, 1st January 1313. 
246 bales cotton-wool have been in warehouse ten years £2,460 








ia cS PMG lee ee! ee fo Se ee 
6600 - do - - | - = = four + 66,000 
30,000 - do. = 7 - oe - ‘three - 300,000 
6,000 - do - - - - - two -- 58,930 
42,958 bales cotton-wool, value - = 2) ow - £428,519 
ten enememennd . ~ ‘ 
71 chests of indigo remaining seven years - - £4,828 
qo2 dow =. = 0 2 + SIX ‘2 ee 49,096 
494 do, = .-. + ©? five - = = 28,839 
930 do ~ ~- + = four -  « =» 15,640 
B21 do - - ~ = three - - ° + 358,228 
1,593 do. -" -: = - two. -7 ¢ - 108,324 
9,080 do. -~ = *+ = -one - + > 613,838 ¢ 








“47,241 chests indigo, value - - + - <= £1,178,786 





1,607,296 
‘Piece Goods Imported in 1803, 1804, and 1805: 
“Remained in warehouses in 1809 - as. - £276,784 
Do - +) *  -1810 > = = =. = 153,891 
Do - «* a, SURI esi oR SR OR 132,094 





But it willstill be said, the private-trade between Europe and India has 
greatly increased since the enlargement of 1793 was granted, 
No. VUI. F a + To 


t 


No, . 
XXHI. 
Report of 
Committee 
of Correspon« 
dence, Feb. 9, 
i813, 


No. 
LAXAIE 
Report of 
Committee 
of Correspon- 
dence, Feb. 9, 
1813, 
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To explainthis it is to be remembered, first, that, as already stated, the com- 
manders and officers of the Company's ships are, in a manner, obliged to. be 
traders, and that they have greatly increased in number since 1793: they ate 
forced to carry out goods, and therefore to bring goods back, because, in general, 
specie would be a losing remittance. Secondly, that the number of Europeans 
in India has been very greatly increased in India since 1793. Every class has 
increased ; the civil, military, and medical servants of the Company ; the King’s 
troops, from a few regiments to twenty thousand. men; the naval servants of ‘ 
the Crown ; ladies, lawyers, free-merchants, free-mariners, and the mixed race 
of European descent, now become a great multitude, who imitate, as far as they 
ean, the fashions of their fathers. For all these deser iptions of persons, every 
thing required for use or luxury is sent from this country: thus the exports are 
necessarily enhanced ; and exports being made, returns for them in the commo- 
dities of the country become necessary, whether they are sure to answer or not. | 

A brief view of the state of the private trade between Englaad and India 
may here be given from the Indian Registers of External Commerce, commen- 
cing with 1795-6, when the act of 1793 began to operate in India, to the year 
1810-11. But it is to be remarked, that only the Bengal registers commence in 


1795-6: those for Madras and Bombay‘ not till 1802-3. 


Statement of the Private-Trade between London and Bengal, JSrom the Fear: 
1795-6 to 1801-2, both Years inclusive. 



































EXPORTS 
x 5 ENGAL. ! 7 

IMPORTS into BENGAL |rrom BENGAL. 
MERCHANDIZE. BULLION. TOTAL. MERCHANDIZE, 

Sicca Rupees, Sica Rupees. | Sicea Rupees. | Sicca Rupees. 
‘1795-6 - = = + 17,91,623 4,841,538" -  22,78,161| . -84,03,800 
1796-7 = .- = ~ 15,49,906 2,33,096 17,83,002| < 50,79,310 
alT97-8 = - = = 11,838,048 3,46,176)* - 15,34,219 69,71,529 
1798-9- - - - 10,15,105 730,209 743,514 41,07,834 
1799-1800- - -| . $1,50,696) - 16,36,405. | 47,87,101' 67,66,649 
-1800-1801-e = - 40,98,360} 3,74,112 44,72,472| ” 84,87,336 
1801-1802- -  - 36,51,650)~ -$,24,019) * $9,75,669| 1,31,97,420 

as i 
acs = eee | nena 
1,64,45,383 41,25,535| 2,05,68,938) - 5,30,18,878 
etek Eos Saar ame I. : 
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Ne.’ 
LXXXIX. 
Petition for 
payment of 
Money due 
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centum annuities and consolidated three pounds per centum annuities, respec- 
tively, transferrable at the Bank of England, ia pursuance of an act of parlia- 
ment made and passed in the fifty-second year of His Majesty’s reign, entitled 
“An Act for advancing £2,500,000 to the East-India Company, to enable 
“ them to discharge part of the Indian Debt.” ; 

That, by another act of parliament, made and passed in the fifty-second year 
of the reign of his present Majesty, entitled * An Act to amend an Act of the 
“ fiftieth year of His present Majesty, for granting a Sum of Money to be raised 


- * by Exchequer Bills, to be advanced and applied, in the Manner and upon the 
© Terms therein mentioned, for the Relief of the United Company of Merchants , 


“ of England, trading to the.East- Indies,” it is enacted, that it shall be lawful 
for the Commissioners.of His Mejesty’s Treasury, or any three or more of them, to 
carry to the credit of your Petitioners, in repayment of the sums advanced under 
the provisions of the said act‘of parliament of the fiftieth year of the reign of 
His present Majesty, any sum or sums of money which should have been advanced 
or disbursed by your Petitioners in the East-Indies for His Majesty’s navy or any 


" public services, 


That your Petitioners compute that, after allowing in account such sum ag 
your Petitioners are indebted to His Majesty for the loan of the said Exchequer, 
Bills, that, the sum of £2,294,426, at the Jeast, is now due to your Petitioners, in 
respect of Money which has been advanced or disbursed by. your Petitioners in the 
East-Indies for His Majesty's navy and other public services, ; 

That, by virtue of an act of parliament passed in the thirty-seventh year of 


‘the reign of Fis present Majesty, entitled, « An Act to enable the East-India’. 


“© Company to raise money by further increasing their capital stock, and to extend, 
“the provisions now existing, respecting the present stock of the Company, to 
“the said increased stock,” your Petitioners are now authorised to raise’, 
money, by increasing their, capital stock by the sum of -£2,000,000 ; but your 
Petitioners have not raised any money in exercise of the powers contained in the 
said act. 

That your Petitix_ers are now authorised by law to raise money in England 
tpon bonds, to the amount of seven millions, and your Petitioners have now is- 
sued bends to the amount of £5,409,325, and are at liberty to issue further bonds 

: = ~ 4 . to 
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to the further amount of £1,590,675: and by an act passed in the fifty-first year ea tte 
of the reign of His present Majesty, entitled, An Act to enable the East-India. | -——~ 
« Company to raise a further sum of money upon bond, instead of encreasing US a 
Ps paymen oO 
“ their capital stock, and to alter and amend an act passed in the forty seventh Money duc by 
é ‘ teks . ; ered . the Public. 
year of the reign of His present Majesty relative thereto,” It is provided, that 
when your Petitioners shall”have raised, under and by virtue of the said act of 
the thirty-seventh year of the-reign of His present Majesty, and of the said act of 
the forty-seventh year of the reign of His present Majesty and of that act, suck . 
sums of money as together should amount to the sum of four millions sterling, 
from thenceforth it should not be lawful for your Petitioners to raise any further 
“sum of money upon bond; and all money which, from thenceforth, should be 
raised by increase of capital stock, under and by virtue of the said first-mentioned 
act, should be applied in discharge of the said bond debt, until the said bond 
debt, created by virtue of the said act of the forty-seventh year of the reign of 
_ His Majesty, or of that act, together with the money to be raised by increase of 
capital, as aforesaid, should be reduced to the sum of four millions sterling. 
‘That, upon an estimate of the probable receipts and payments of your Pe~ 
titioners in England, including amongst the receipts the said sum of £2,294,426 
so due from the Public to your Petitioners, as herein-befure mentioned, it appears 
that it will be advantageous and necessary to the concerns of your Petitioners, 
that they should be authorised to raise the sum of £2,500,000 on loan, ina cif- 
ferent manner from that in which they may now raise money, for the purpose of 
enabling them to discharge the said billsof exchange, to the amount of £2,202,000, . 
drawn in liquidation of the Indian debt, to provide for their other current pay- 
ments, and to enable your Petitioners, as circumstances. may render it advisable, 
to reduce the amount of their bond debt, without increasing their capital stock. 
Your Petitioners therefore most humbly pray, that this Honourable 
House will be pleased to direct the payment of the said sum of 
£2,294,426, so due by the Public to your Petitioners, as hereinbefore 
js mentioned, and to grant to your Petitioners such relief in the premises, 
as to this Llonourable House shall seem meet. ; 
And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 








"No. XC. 


AT A 


COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
Held on Friday, the 12th March, 1813. 


A Letter from Messrs. Thomas Pellatt and John Wilks, Secretaries to the No. XC. 
. © Society for the Protection of Religious Liberty,” dated the 11th instant,. : 
transmitting, for the Court’s information, the resolutions of a Special Meeting a. 
of that Socicty, held on the. @d instant, for the purpose of “ considering the 12th March, 
“ propriety of renewing thcir exertions to diminish the difficulties which,” as yee 
they state, “ have impeded the freedom of Christian Missionaries in India,” 





was read. 





No. XCI. 


Larter from Messrs. Pexrarr and Wiixs, Secretaries to the Pro- 
testant Society for the Protection of Religious Liberty, to the 
Cuamman, noticed in the preceding Minute. 


Sir, Hoxton Square, 11th March, 1813. No. XC. 
"For the information of yourself and of the Directors of the Honours = —_- 
able East India Company, we have the honour to enclose several resolutions ones 
adopted by the Committee of “ The Protestant Society for the Protection of — Wiiks's 
« Religious Liberty.” Letter. 
That Society, which comprehends many members of the Establishe ed 
Church, and which represents many hundred thousand ‘Dissenters, of every 
denomination, throughout England and: Wales, are solicitous to avoid all inter- 
ference, as to the great political and commercial contest in which the Honour- 
able Company is now engaged. Having, however, long observed, with regret, 
that no facilities exist for the promulgation of Christianity in the ‘Indian Empire, 
they conceive themselves to be imperatively required now. to interpose, and to 
‘endeavour to obtain those alterations and improyements which their resolutions 


explain. 


‘The 


€ 976) 


No. XCI. The attainment of an object so desirable as the intellectual, moral, and 

” Mesr, religious instruction of the vast population of ‘Asia, who are’ subject to your 

eg controul, by the Sisinterested labours of Christian Missionaries, they cannot 

Letter, but believe.that yourself and the other Directors will consent to promote, by °° 

; exempting such Missionaries from all those restrictions, which, as to other 

persons, you may deem it expedient to perpetuate 

They therefore anticipate with pleasure, that they shall be favoured by a 

reply, which may prevent their future and extended \xertions, and which may 

enable them. immediately to gratify their numerous and anxious friends, by 
assurances, that with their wishes you will certainly and liberally comply, . 


We have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servants, 


(Signed) Tuos. Petiatt, 
To Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart. Joun Wixs, 
: &e, &c. &e. 


. 


Secretarics. 








No. XCII. - 


Resotvtions of a Sprcian Mrerine of the Protestant Society for 
the Protection of Religious Liberty, inclosed in the preceding Letter. ' 


At a 
Sprcia, Meertnc of the Committee of “ the Protestant Society for the 
«Protection of Religious Liberty,” convened at the New London Tavern, 
“ to consider the Propriety. of renewing their Exertions to diminish the 
* Difficulties which have impeded the Freedom of Christian Missionaries . 
“in India,” on March 2d, 1813. 


No. XCIL . : “+ Samuen Minis, Esq. Chairman. 





hsialaoua The Committee having referred to the proceedings adopted by them in 
cof Society of March and April 1812, and to their correspondence with the late Right 
: hae Lit Honourable Spencer Perceval upon the same subject, fi 

. : : ‘Resolved, 


Cm) 


Resolved, i—That this Coumiuce including members of the National 
Church, and representing many hundred congregations of Protestant Dissenters 
in England and Wales, of all denominations, must primally exert their vigilance 


"and energy for the protection of religious freedom within the-United Kingdom ; 


‘but that principle and ssmpathy must equally impel them to approve, to desire, 
and if possible, to obtain the enjoyment of that liberty in every part of the 


- British Empire throughout the world, 


os 


IL—That as men, as Britons, and as Christians, this Garmitied pontinue to 
regard with anguish and with horror, the moral depression and religious 
ignorance of very many millions of immortal beings, who people'the plains of 
India, subject to British power. That their “ hearts are pained ” at the fearful 


-penances, licentious rites, female degradation, human sacrifices, and horrible 


infanticide, which there prevail: and that, convinced by history, observation, 


No. XCH, 





Resolutions 
of Society of 
Religious Li- 
berty. 


and experience, that Christianity would afford inestimable benefits, and that - 
their diffusion is practicable, wise, and imperative, they cannot but persevere - 


eminently to desire its speedy and universal promulgation throughout the regions 


‘of the East. 


JI.—That motives, urgent and irresistible, must therefore induce this 
Committee still to deplore and to condemn every obstacle which has been 
interposed, to prevent the dispersion of gloom so lasting and so profound, by 
the irradiating beams of Christian truth. 


1V.—That they estéem the power possessed and exercised by the East- 


India Company to prohibit Christian Missionaries from residing within the vast 
dominions under their controul, as the greatest impediment which has recently 
existed to the progress of Christianity in India, and as inconsistent with the 
religious freedom which this Committee must invariably defend. : 


V.—That although this Committee would deprecate and abhor any intolc- 


rant interference, either with Mahommedans or Hindoos, and do not advocate 
any ecclesiastical establishment, they must continue strenuously to contend, 
that on the renewal of a Charter to the East-India Company, their former’ 
powers of exclusion should not be renewed, but that Christians of every Sect 


‘should be - permitted, unlicensed, to ie ou and’ peaceably to promulgate, 


throyghout 


1 


( 7s). 
No. XCII. throughout India, the holy religion which they profess, and should enjoy the 
Rerohitions e042! protection of the State.  — - : 

“ Pra Vi—Tbat to effectuate aresult whicli they deem interesting and most desi- 
” bpnty, rable, this Committee will renew their application to His Majesty's Government, 
and intreat their interposition and assistance; will, if necessary, express their 
~ wishes by petitions to both Houses of Parliament; and will, by the public avowal 
of their sentiments, endeavour to excite the attention of the benevolent and the 

pious, to an object deserving of their best consideration and ardent support. 

VII.—That this Committee cannot but communicate the pleasure with which 
they perceived that, stimulated by their former efforts, various other associations 
. displayed, during the last session of Parliament, considerable solicitude and zeal 
for the establishment .of these invaluable rights, and cannot but invile their 
renovated exertions and continued aid. ; . 

“That these resolutions be transmitted to the President of the Commissioners 
for the Affairs of India, and to the Chairman of the East-India Company, for 
the information of the Directors, and be a:‘vertised, signed by the Secretaries, 
in the public papers, and in those periodical publications which most extensively 
circulate. own ; . , 

(Signed) Tuomas Petxarr, 
Joun WILKs, 


1s Secretaries. 





No. XCIII. 


Lerrer from the Cuatrrman fo Messrs. Psvrarr and Wi1xs, 
Secretaries to the Protestant Society for the Protection of Religious 
Liberty, in reply to their Letter (No. XCI). ° 
Nor saey GENTLEMEN, = East-India House, 12th March, 1813. 


Chairman’s I have this moment had the honour to receive your letter of 


Leuet. yesterday's date, transmitting several resolutions adopted by the Committee of 
. the 
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the Protestant Society for the Protection of Religious Liberty, and I will take the No. XCHE 
earlicst opportunity of submitting the same to the consideration of the Court of ~~ 
: : Chairman's 
Directors. ; 2 : Letter. 
Iam, Gentlemen, , 
Your most obedient humble servant, gi 3 
(Sisned) Hucn Inewis. 
‘ ‘Thomas Pellatt and John Wilks, Esqrs. 


? 





.No. XCIV. 


ATA 


COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
Held on Friday, the 1gth March, 1813. 


On reading a Letter from Sir George Staunton: Bart. dated the 15th No. XCIV. 
- instant, transmitting a copy of the paper submitted by him to the Earl of Go.7, 

. ‘ourt of 
Buckinghamshire on the subject of the China trade, in compliance with His Directors, 
Lordship’s wishes,—(See Nos. XCVI. and XCVII). oe tae 
"Ordered, That the said letter be referred to the consideration of the 
Committee of Correspondence. 





No. XCV. 
Peres from the ‘CHamnMan ¢o Siz Grorcy BL AUNGOR Batt, to 
which No, XCVL és a reply. ; 


"Sir, - - East-India House, 27th Febr wary, 1613. 
Tn the irene situation of the Company, with respect to the renewal Ne: XcY. 
ef their exclusive privileges, and when even the China trade is attacked, it is. Che ae 
hairm: n's 


“Noe NM. # 3 very Letter, 


No. XCV, 


oo ee 
Chairman's 
Letter. 
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very desirable that we should be furnished with every document that can throw 
light upon that important subject, and show to the Public the danger likely to 
arise from opening the trade with China to individuals in this country; I 
will, therefore,<be much obliged to you for any communication that you may 
be able to make upon that subject, and which you tkink may be useful. 
a I have the honor to be, ‘Sir, 
Your very Se and obedient servant, 
. \. (Signed) Hueu Iveuts, , 
Sir George Staunton, Bart. 





No. XCVI. 


' Lerrer from Sir Grorce Sraunton, Bart., to the CHarrman,.. 


No. XCVI. 


— 

Sir George 

* Staunton’s 
Letter. 


noticed in the preceding Minute (No. XCIV). 


, Sir, Devonshire Street, 15th March, 1813. 
I beg leave to Jay before you a copy of a paper on the China trade, 
which, in compliance with a letter from Lord Buckinghamshire, expressing to 


“me his wishes for information on this subject, I had the honor of submitting to 


his Lordship early in December last. 

I am_ now induced to take the liberty of laying this paper before you, 
conceiving that I cannot, in any other manner, more readily meet the wishes 
you have done me'the honor to express in your letter of the 27th ultimo: and 
although I can scarcely presume that this paper can contain any novelty of argu- 
ment or information, to entitle it to your particular attention, I beg leave to 


express my anxious hope, that the pene view I have taken of the subject may 


meet your approbation. 
I have only to add, that sould it be in my power, ona consideration of 


circumstances. which haye molecienily appeared, to make some additions to the. 
above 
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above paper, I shalt not et to have the honor of submitting ice to your No. XCVE. 








consideration. Si : 
feege it Geor 
T have the honor to be, with great reapeck: Sir, _ + Staanton’s 
Your most faithful humble servant, Letter, 
bed (Signed) ‘Gro. Tuos, Sram rox. 
Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart. oF 
&e. &e. &e. 
No. XCVII.: 


Parr entitled “ Consrpzrations upon the Cuina Traps,” enclosed 
in the preceding Letter from Sir George Staunton, Bart. 


There are several circumstances peculiar to.the China Trade, which place No. XCVIL. 
in a strong point of view the extreme importance, if not absolute necessity, of _——- 
continuing it substantially upon its present footing, ; eb tianl 

_ These are, principally, the peculiar nature and objects of the trade itself; eee the 
the peculiar character of the Chinese people and. government; and lastly, the sa 
peculiar measures for promoting the prosperity and security of the trade, whiclt 
however essential to its welfare, neither could nor would be taken by. any, but 
a great commercial body, such as the existing East-India Company. : 

In regard to the peculiarity of the national character and habits of the 
Chinese, one of the most important features to be remarked is the principle of 
strict subordination and controul, and of the most extensive individual responsi+ 
bility, which in China pervades, not only the system of government, but every 
relation of private life. Thus, in the same manner as the magistrate controuls 
and is responsible for the conduct of the inhabitants of his district, the master 
of each family is supposed to controul, and required to be responsible for, his 
relations, connections, and dependants: and however despotic and oppressive 
the operation of this principle may appear in our eyes, in those of the. Chinese 

it 
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No. XCVIL it has invariably been considered as one of the first feguienes of a good governs 
Sir Go Stan. Ment, and one of the surest tests of a civilized people. . 
ton’sConside- Nothing, therefore, upon the commencement of the. present coniniercial 
‘ ee intercourse of foreigners with the empire of China, so much contributed to 
render them odious, both to the government and te the people in general, as . 
their afarent disposition and tendency, upon: almost all occasions, to a state 
of anarchy and. disorder. The casual and unconnected adventurers who’ first 
traded to China were entire strangers to the habits, customs, and language of 
the natives, as well as irreconcilably different from them, in respect to all their 
“national: characteristics. ; ; 
’ It was obvious that, to maintain order amongst such persons, and to regu- 
late their intercourse with the natives, the ordinary rules and-routine of Chinese 
_ justice would be, in most respects, utterly inadequate and inapplicable. As far, 
also, as the Chinese were enabled to judge, these foreigners were wholly without 
any, internal government, or system of controul and subordination, peculiar to 
_themselves, which might have been capable of supplying the place, or, at least,. 
"of coming in aid of the national laws, and which might, accordingly, have been 
; - accepted by the local authorities in China, as.a sufficient substitute for those laws; 
in all cases in which their partial suspension or relaxation in favour of strangers 
was found unavoidable. - . os : 
Under the existing circumstances, dhevetone: the Chinese government 
deemed it necessary to supply the deficiency, by the enactment of various new 
-Yegulations and restrictions; and these were framed, as might naturally have 
been expected, with little regard to the feelings or interests of individuals, who 
were not yet sufficiently powerful and united to command respect, nor sufficiently 
_ guarded and blameless in their generat eonduel, to overcome prejudices and con- 
‘ciliate esteem. 
~ ” Thus, although the Chinese government did not abectately prohibit foteles 
commerce, they resolved to provide against every hazatd of ill consequences 
from its toleration, by ‘the adoption | and enforcement of the most jealous and 
Vexatious precautions. nose - . . 
By the strict letter of these regulations, the continued residence of foreigners 
“in China, from year to year, was totally forbidden ; and’ during even the short 
period 
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period for which they were allowed to emain on shore, for thenecessary purposes No. XCVIb 
of their trade, they were required strictly to confine themselves to the small dis- Sif Saude 
trict which was allotted to them in the suburbs of the city of Canton. * ton’sConside« 
_As a further security against turbulence and disorder, it was Ordered that all Chigs, oe 
foreign ships should be diearmed, upon their arrival, of their guns arid other 
warlike stores, and that such articles should. be retained in the custody of the 
government during the stay of the ships in port, and restored only at the moment 
"of their departure. This order, although it has ptobably been but seldom ens 
- forced, and that only at a very early period of the trade, appears nevertheless to- 
this day unrepealed upon the Chinese statute books. : , fs 3 
Instead of foreigners. being permitted to engage in any thing like a free | 
trade and intercourse with the natives generally, the whole ‘of the foreign trade 
at the port of Canton was specially limited to ten or twelve Chinese merchants 5 
and these merchants were required, in return for the licenses granted them, to 
‘undertake, jointly and severally, the most extensive responsibility to the govern- 
_ ment, not only for the due payment of all the duties and port charges to which 
the foreigners might render themselves liable, but also generally for their ‘orderly 
‘behaviour and good conduct. iy. . tg 
Besides these licensed merchants, a few other persons were permitted to’ 
attend upon foreigners, in the capacity of linguists (interpreters) or compradores” 
(victuallers); but, with the exception of these persons and the individuals in. 
their immediate employ, the natives in general” were withheld, by the denun- 
ciation of very severe penalties, from either frequenting the houses of foreigners, 
or holding any species of intercourse with them. ; 
On the other hand, and as some compensation for the imposition of such: 
restrictions and disabilities, it appears that foreigners have, almost from the first, 
been admitted: to be personally exempt, excepting only in cases of | capital, 
_ Offences, from the direct operation of the penal code of thé empire. oe 
: The security of the property of foreigners was also, at.an early period, 
" guaranteed to them, not only by severe Jaws against frauds and other malpractices,.. 
put also by a special regulation for the satisfaction of their claims, -either by the 
Hicensed merchants in a body, or else by the government itself in all cases of 
individual insolvency. i a ee i ons “ 


oe 


No. XCVIL Ki cannot be asserted, that these regulations for the security of the persons 
SirG. Staune 20 property of foreigners in China have been always found adequate and 
ton'sConside- effectual, but their influence has certainly been material in mitigating the evils 
rations on the . 25 < . . : 
China ‘Tmde, 2nd inconveniences to which foreigners have, in other respects, been subjected ; 
; and, indced, without their operation im a certain dégree, the European trade to 
China must necessarily have long since been abandoned. 
When the above sketch of the restrictions and disabilities, originally. im- 
- ‘posed upon foreigners and foreign trade in China, is compared with the actual 
state of things, in these respects, in that country, it will be perceived, that 
several changes have taken place, which are not a little satisfactory, as well as 
important. - Bug a 

Some, indeed, of the objectionable regulations, it must be acknowledged, 
are still subsisting in full force ; but the greater number have been, at different 
periods, cither expressly repealed, suffered to become obsolete, or modified in 
practice, in a manner so judicious and beneficial, as to render their ultimate ef. 

_ fect upon the trade rather advantageous than otherwise. 

Fhis beneficial change is, perhaps, chiefly perceptible, in the increased 
facility and expedition with which the trade generally is at present carried on, 
and the infinitely more. advantageous and honourable terms upon which all 
differerrees, when such have arisen, between the Europeans and the Chinese, 
have been negociated and adjusted. ‘The fact, however, may be easily illustrated, 
also, by particular instances, Thus, the ships of foreign nations have long 
ceased to be required to surrender up their means of defence: the permanent 
residence of foreigners, from year to year, at Canton, is no longer objected to: 
their intercourse and ordinary communications with the different classes “among. 

. the matives, though: still, nodoubt, embarrassed with obstacles and restrictions, 
are-considerably more open and free than formerly; and of late, it may be 
‘added, advances have been made at Canton to a direct and confidential inter- 
course with the representatives of the East-India Company by the government 
‘itself, which, #f suitably improved, may well be expected to lead to very im- 
portant results. But, upon this part of the subject, it cannot be necessary to 

~ enlarge, It must be notorious to every one, who is at all acquainted with the 
history 
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history of the foreign, and more especially, the British trade to China, that in: 
spite of every difficulty, and occasionally of occurrences of the most untoward 
nature, it has been advancing in a regular and almost uninterrup: ed course of im- 
provement for the last half century. ; 

What then, it will natufally be enquired, are the causes of this progressive 
amelioration in the circumstances of our commercial intercourse with the Chinese: 
people ?—It will hardly be imputed to the removal or abatement of any of the 
ordinary grounds of the jealousy and suspicions entertained, by the Chinese, in. 
respect to foreign nations in general. ‘These feelings of the Chinese, in regard to 
foreigners, so far from having been likely to subside, have been, and necessarily 

_ continue to be, subject, on various accounts, to constant and increasing provoca- 

tion. Instead of the trade being carried on, as formerly, by a few small vessels, 
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and by a limited number of unconnected and unprotected individuals, it now: - 
occupies: the tonnage of large and well-armed vessels, having on board, and: ° 


bringing annually to the Chinese coasts some thousands of foreigners, in the 
several capacities of mercantile agents, marine officers and sailors ; and a very 
great proportion (perhaps nine-tenths) of this powerful and respectable body of 
men is now known to the Chinese to be avowedly subject to onc head, and. 
consequently ready and united, under that authority, for all purposes, either of 
offence or defence. . 

Instead of the appearance of armed vessels of any description continuing to: 
“Be a rare and remarkable occurrence, the entrance of the river of Canton has. 


latterly become, from the necessities of war and other causes, almost a regular 


nayal station. British ships of war now visit the Chinese coasts at all seasons,. 
and they have, in some recent instances, exercised the rights of search, dnd other- 
wise displayed their power, almost within the range of the Chinese batteries : 
and what precludes the possibility of the Chinese Government having temained 
in ignorance of these proceedings, it is known, that harsh and aggravated 
representations, on the subject of British interference, were formally made on 


those occcasions to the principal authorities at Canton, both by the Portuguese and. . 


by the Americans. - , 
Again, instead of the anion who engage in the China trade, continuing’ 
to be, as at first, without any ostensible support or countenance from the countries 
from 
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any other homes beside their ships, the greatest portion, if not the whole * of 


ton'sConside- the foreign trade, is now known by the Chinese to be subject to, and to be under 
rationson the the vigilant protection of the sovereign of a great and powerful nation wf 


China Trade. 


Indeed, however generally ignorant and unmindful the Court of Pekin may 
be supposed to be in regard to foreign transactions and remote events, the repu- 
tation of our arms, both.in India and the Eastern Archipelago, has of late been 
carried to such a height, that it would seem to be impossible for the Chinese 
Government to have remained insensible to it. But even if this could be 
supposed ; if the various evidences of our power and reports of our successes, 


that have found their way over every part of the East, can be imagined to have. 


failed to excite the suspicions and alarms of so jealous a government, recently, 
at least, the Chinese have had experience of our warlike means and resources, in 
a way which is quite unequivocal, and which in their eyes, must have been, of all 
others, the must striking and impressive. The circumstance here alluded to is, 
of course, the forcible occupation and retention by a British force, during the 
last three months of the year 1808, of the settlement of Macao, in absolute 
” defiance of all the local forces and authorities, Chinese as well as Portuguese. “ 


Yet, even on this very trying occasion, the Chinese evinced a degree of placa-~ 


bility and. forbearance, which few persons, acquainted with their ordinary lan- 
guage and conduct, under circumstances of much less provocation, could venture 
to hope for ; and so favourably disposed did the government appear to the 
renewal of the accustomed commercial intercourse with the English, which that 
event had unhappily interrupted, that they allowed the trade to recomimence, 
and fall into its ordinary channels, from the first moment that the intelligence 
was communicated to them of the evacuation of the island by the British forces, 
In alluding here to this and other occutrences of a similar tendency, nothing 
is, however, more remote from the intention of the writer, than to assert, that 


they have been in themselves favourable to the British co:nmercial interests in” 


China, 
Gq 


* Tn the event of the continuance of the war with America, absolutely the whole of the foreign 
* trade of the port of Canton will, in all probability, center in Great Britain and its dependencies, 


os) 


China, It is not through, but in spite of the various events which have thus-oc- 
curred to rouse the jealousy and suspicions of the Chinese, that. we to this day . 
retain the possession of a trade, and of a great and flourishing trade with the 
Chinese empire. These occasions of jealousy and suspicion ares no doubt, for 
the most’ part, unavoidable: they are among. the natural consequences of the 
proud pre-eminence which. we ‘enjoy in the scale of nations; of our inquisitive, 
adventurous, and dauntless character; and, more particularly, of the widely 
diffused and long protracted warfare, in which the state of European politics has 
engaged us, 

- But we must not be blind to the difficulties and dangers to which* this state. 
of things has exposed, and continues to-expose, our commercial interests in’ 
China. Though we may safely admire the wisdom or thé good fortune, by which’ 
we have been hitherto extricated from them, we must recollect, how the Japanese, 
(a nation in many respects similar to the Chinese), to this day exclude from their 
ports all those nations of Europe-(a remnant of the Dutch exceptec) whom they once 
so readily admitted: how, more recently, the Chinese themselves have excluded 
our own ships from the port of Chusan, and the Russian ships from all the’ 
Chinese ports, and this upon occasions of apparently little or no provocation. 

We must, further, recollect all the various characteristic traits of the Chi- 
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nese, which conspire to tell us; that the prosperity of a distant province, and the” 


comparatively small contribution which our trade makes to the national revenue, 
would be esteemed by them as nothing in the scale, when weighed against the 
hazard of continuing to permit any species of foreign intercourse, which was 


- supposed capable of detaching the people from their government, and from the 
usages and institutions of their ancestors, or of, in any other way, disturbing the: 


ois order of things in the empife. - * © 
Upon this view of the subject; we shall be disposed, to infer, not that the 


daha is doubtful or remote, but that the means by which it has been averted are 


excellent, and that those means ought, accordingly, to be diligently traced and‘ 
carefully adhered to. 

In other words, since we have, under circumstances so little calculated to 
allay the jealousies and fears of the: Chinese, in so great a degree succeeded 
in conciliating their good-will; since the- agents of British commerce in 

No. XI. . @ : Chine 


No.XCVIL 
Sir G. Staun- 
ton’s Canside- 
Fations on the 
China Trade. 


.C€ 288 J 

China have not only struggled successfully against such considerable and con- 
tinually increasing difficulties, but have at length brought the trade, which had 
commenced so disadvantageously and inauspiciously, to its present state of pros- 
perity and comparative security; it cannot but be tiseful, as well as instructive, 
to trace the several steps by which this desirable end bas been aitained : nor is it 
unreasonable to assume, that an attentive consideration of them is likely to afford 
us the surest guide for the future management of these important interests, 

If we look back to the past history of the trade, we shail sce that the 
principal events which have marked its progress are the following. 

The first is, the adoption by all, or nearly all, European nations traiding t. to 
China, of the measure of placing their respective commercial interests with we 


. countries eastward of the Cape of Good Hee in the hanes and under the 


authority, of exclusive companies, 
~ The second is, the approximation to a political connection with the Go- 


vee tnent ef Chiba, which, with different degrees of success, the several states 
of Europe, chiefly interested in the trade, have endeavoured to eflect, by means. 


of representative ministers, bearing letters and presents to the Court of Pekin. 
‘The third is, the recent consolidation, by the events of the present war and. 
other contingencies, of the greatest portion (probably at this time at least nines 
tenths) of the foreign commerce of the Port of Canton under the British flag ; 
and the increase, consequently, to a very considerable extent, of the weight 
and influence of the actual representatives of the British nationand Company 
at that port. F 
It is but the natural ‘ule of such events, that the real value and ij impor- 
tance of the British commercial connection ‘with China not only kegins to be, 
in a certain degree, felt and recognized by the Chinese on the one side, but is 
also moré duly and generally appreciated by ourselves on the other ; as is, ine 
deed, fully instanced, by the additional degree of anxiety and attention which 
has been given, of late years, both by the Cgmpany’s authorities at home, and 
by their servants abroad, to the considerativs end the adoption of the measures, 


"and the system of conduct, best calculates“ gr its preservation and im rovement. 
y ‘gt P' p . 


Thus, while the power. and consideration naturally arising from the pos- 
session of a. great and score trade, when such trade is concentrated and 
- _ drawn 
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drawn into a focus, by being committed to the hands of the representatives of 
an exclusive Company, necessarily command respect, the general wisdom, 
propriety, and uniformity of the measures and line of conduct which this 
system has put it into our power toadopt, have happily been found to conciliate, 

in no inconsiderable degrees both regard and confidence. . 
The Chinese, seem, at length, to see cause to retract in favour of the 
British nation, their generally. un’avourable ‘opinion of foreigners. Their expe- 


rience of our character, sustained, as it has for the most part been, by the. 


general tenor of our proceedings, must indeed have convinced them, that our 
_ good faith is unimpeachable ; and that, while we amply possess both the power 
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and the resolution to maintain all our just claims, we are equally far from being” 


deficient in that wisdom and prudence, which forbid the pursuit of such as are 
unteasonable and indefensible. ; 


The beneficial effects of the high character and augmented influence which ~ 
the East-India Company thus possess, at present, at the port of Canton, are 


felt, both by the peculiar trade of the Company, and also by the remaining 
part of our national trade with China, which is carried on, under the Company’s 
"auspices and controul, either in their own ships, by their own marine servants, 
_or in the ships trading from, and belonging to, their several settlements in 
India, by the private merchants residing there, under the Company’s authority. 
The same effects are even felt, in a certain degree, by the whole of the foreign 
trade generally. The exertions, for instance, which the Company’s servants are 
continually called upon to make for the maintenance of privileges and the 


resistance of acts of encroachment, and perhaps oppression, must, when suc-" 


cessful, be more or less profitable to all who are concerned in the trade: but 
it should always be recollected, that the acts of justice or of favour which, 
in consequence of such exertions, and in cases of a general nature, may be 


imparted to all, would, without such exertions, (exertions, of course, presup- . 


- posing a power lodged somewhere, capable of, and interested in making them,) 

_ in all probability be imparted to none. . ; 
It is also further true, that the credit and character acquired by the 

Company, and by the Company’s servants in China, may, to a certain extent, 


shave had the effect (which was equally undesigned as unlooked for) of shelter-° 


c2 ing. 
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ing and countenancing some of the foreign traders of othef nations, and those. 
especially of America, - ‘ : ; 

There have been, without doubt, some instances, in which the undistin- 
guishing and ilinformed Chinese, relying on external appearances and on 
apparent uniformity of manners, have (very unfortunately sometimes for them- 
selves} placed those foreign traders much too nearly on a level -in estimation with 
those of the English nation, of whose honour and probity they had already 
had so much more certain experience. : 

The eyes of the Chinese are, indeed, now. more open, both to the per- 
sonal andthe national distinctions of the foreigners who frequent their coasts’; 
and misconceptions, in these respects, can therefore scarcely occur again to 
any serious extent. But it is necessary, here, to advert generally to what has 


. thus occurred, as it has so happened, that this partial and incidental participation 


by. the Americans, and others, in the advantages so variously resulting from 
the flourishing credit and exalted reputation in China of the British East-India 
Company, has, very preposterously, been adduced as an argument against the 


_¢xpediency and utility of the system itself which produced them; a system, 
--which, as. we have: seen, is mainly the cause of that general prosperity of 


foreign commerce in China, the benefits of which, if not exclusively, must 
always be, for the most part, our own. é ; 

_, An fine, the English, when they first adventured in the trade to China, pre- 
sented themselves to the notice of the Chinese, necessarily, under the double 
disadvantage of being foreigners.and being merchants: nevertheless, since they 
have been invested with the character of representatives and servants of a great 
Company, cnjoying the declared and immediate protection of the sovereign of 
their nation, they have succeeded, by sure, though gradual advances, in raising 
the British trade to a.pitch of prosperity, and themselves personally, to a degree 
of respectability ia the estimation of the Chinese, which the. most .sanguine. 
expectations, under a due: knowledge of the circumstances of the case; would 


hardly have anticipated. 


Though foreigners, they. have approved themselves just in their dealings, 
and, generally speaking,. wise and consistent in their proceedings. ‘ 
Though merchants, of agents-of merchants,. such as they’ have: always.’ pro- 

: fessed 
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fessed themselves, the Chinese have found them to possess substantially all the 
power, -as. well as much of the dignity, which the highest rank and office are 
capepie of conferring. .- : + 

“Lhough they lay’elaim to no direct waenonty froin their sovereign, it is 


obvious to the Chinese, thet they are especially protected and regarded by him, 
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and that they are intimately connected with his immediate officers and servants, ~ 


Though they .may not personally, or individually, have had access to the 
throne of the Chinese emperor, the emperor’s officers and subjects well know, 
that they have already been once virtually represented at the Court of Pekin by 
their King’s ambassador; and they therefore naturally suppose, that they, and 
the interests of the trade, will be so represented again on future similar occasions. 

If, then, we are content to persevere in the system which we have found 
.upon trial so safe and so efficacious, taking only such further steps towards the 
improvement and completion of that system, as the knowledge and experience 
acquired in the course of our intercourse with the Chinese may be found to sug. 
gest ; if, in short; we do not think it too much to continue to employ the means 


which are reasonable and in our power, of soothing the prejudices and concilia- 


ting the good-will of a people, with whom we maintain so beneficial and so 
important a connexion, taking care always, more especially, that their increasing 


jealousy of our power find a regular and sufficient counterpoise in their increasing - 


respect and esteem for our character, it may safely be pronounced, that there are 
no limits to the improvement and the extension, of which our commercial rela- 
tions with China will be found susceptible. Upon the most moderate calculation, 
they will always prove a fruitful and important source of compensation for those 


embarrassing restrictions and impediments, to which, owing to events of a poli- 


tical nature, so much of our trade is at present subjected in the western world. 
On the contrary, if we invert this order of things, if we are rash enough 
to break up that wholesome system of controul and subordination, that moderate, 
_ but effectual coercive influence, which, d'rectly or indirectly, the Company 
_ possess over every British individual and every British transaction in China, and 
which, consistently with our laws and liberties, it is obvious could not possibly 
be niade to subsist upon any other than its present basis; if, ied away by a 
theory, which, however true in general, the peculiar circumstances of the case 


. render 
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N.XCVI render wholly inapplicable, we’at once throw open this trade, equally and indis- 
Sit G. Staune criminately, to the experienced and the inexperienced, the honest and the dis- 
ton’sConside- honesty the wary and the unwary ; if, ceasing to interpose the present conciliat- 
Chin tee ing medium, we hazard the consequent collision of such opposite characters and 
hbabits.as those of the Chinese and the natives of Great Britain, especially in 
such increased numbers, on the one side, as a trade in the hands of individuals, 
even less in extent and value than the present, might probably employ, we shall, 
there is every reason to suppose, have the mortification to witness, not perhaps 
the immediate extinction 9; the trade, but certainly its progressive decline into a 
state of uriprofitableness and insignificance, by strides far more rapid, probably, 

than those by which it has attained its present prosperity. : 

A connexion which, in so many ways, is beneficial to the British commu- 
nity at large, and which, at best, is so precarious, the worst and most ungo~ 
vernable part of that community would be thus put in a situation, at any time, 
to suspend, if not altogethcr to destroy, by their criminal excesses, or even by | 
their follies and imprudence, nan: : ; 
The peculiar circumstances under which foreigners are received in China 
are, in fact, such, that the body or nation suffers from individual offences, 
almost equally, whether those offences are subjected to punishment, or permitted 
to escape with impunity. The latter event naturally tends to render foreigners 
objects of hatred and aversion, while the former invariably entails upon them 
humiliation and disgrace. : ae 

* Extreme cases of this description have, happily, as yet rarely been known 
to occur, as the. East-India Company’s servants, by means of the powers, either’ 
directly vested in them, or indirectly arising out of their situation, have hitherto, 
in every instance of difficulty, actively interposed, either for the preservation or 
the restoration of harmony. . But were this resource taken away, itis difficult to 
say which of the probable consequences would be most to be deprecated; the 
license and disorder ensuing from the frequent impunity of offences; or the 
still more intolerable and humiliating grievance, of the abandonment of British 
subjects to struggle for their lives, unassisted, against false or unproved charges, 

+ and amongst all the mazes of Chinese injustice and chicanery. 

‘To obviate the hazard of either of these unpleasant alternatives, in the 

ne ; . ; : ; event 
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event of an unrestricted trade, the appointment ofa King’s Consul at Canton No. XCVH. 
has been. stiggested; and it has been supposed by some, that such a public ¢: ¢, suns 


functionary would be fully competent to the discharge of all the political duties, 
at least, which can now fall to the lot of the servants of the Bast-India Com- 
pany. 5 - wes 
- Whether it might, or might not, be advisable to engraft such an appoint. 
ment upon the existing system, is a question which it may be difficult to decide; 
- but one thing is certain, that the creation of such an appointment would not, of 
itself, in the smallest degree, remove the difficulties above adverted to. 
Whatever the consular character might add to: the dignity, it can add 
nothing whatever to the power already enjoyed by the British authorities. under 
the present establishment. It is from the trade that that power is derived, 
It is the trade, for instance, which confers on the Company’s representatives 
their present power of controuling, not only the marine service of ‘their 
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employers, but also, in a certain degree, all other shipping whatever, importing © 


from India or elsewhere, under the British flag. 

It is the trade which, by reason of its great extent, has often given them 
means, peaceable as well as legitimate, of either favoring or counteracting the: 
views of the Chinese Government, and this upon occasions, when the possession 
and exertion of such a power have proved of vital importance to: the British. 
interests in that quarter. It is, lastly, also the trade, which proves the great 
engine of power for influencing ‘the proceedings of the licensed Chinese 
merchants, a class of men, upon whose conduct and disposition, in: respect to. 
foreigners in China, much more depends than is commonly suspected. 

The trade being, therefore, in point of fact, the only real and available: 
source of power and influenct in the present case, such power and influence: 
can, of course, reside with none but the representatives of those who carry it” 
on. The King’s Ambassador at the Court of Pekin, and also the Captains of 


His Majesty’s Navy, when they have powerful ships under their command, are” 
capable, no doubt, of exerting ‘an influence distinct from. the trade; but a 


King’s Consul at Canton, without much greater powers than those with which 
Consuls are usually entrusted, must necessarily, whatever his nominal. dignity,. 


be little mote than’a cypher. 
: , The’ 
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The foregoing observations have a reference chiefly to the circumstances 
under which the British trade to China is placed, by the peculiar character and 
temper of the government of the country where it is carried on. Bat there are 
several other important features peculiar to this trade; features more purely 
commercial, which will be found strongly to confirm the inference which has 
already been drawn, that it cannot exist, in any thing like its present extent 
and flourishing condition, otherwise than at this time, through the medium of 
an exclusive Company. ; : 6% 

Tt isnecessary ‘to consider a little more particularly, both what the objects 
of the trade are, and with whom it is carried on. ae 

It is well known, that it is not a free trade with the Chinese people gene- 


‘rally, and to all the various ports of the Chinese empire. If such a trade could 


be procured to us by negotiation, it would, under certain modifications, be no 
doubt infinitely desirable. The possession of such advantages, and of so firma 
footing in the country, might perhaps render it less unsafe, at Icast in a com- 
mercial point of view, to try the experiment of allowing a free competition on 
one side to meet a free competition already existing on the other. But while we 
are confined to one port, and to eight or ten merchants, who although they are 
permitted to deal with foreigners individually, are nevertheless, to many purposes, 
incorporated together, and obliged to act as a body, the case evidently is widely 
different. ; : ; . 
- Nothing, it is most probable, could have prevented combinations, and the 
exercise of arbitrary and dictatorial powers over the trade, on the part of the 
Chinese merchants, but the present system, by which we bid singly in the market 
for the greatest portion of the articlés of China produce, through the agency of 
the East-India Company. ee : 
The effect of the commercial preponderance we thus enjoy is such, that 
the richest Chinese merchants have been unable to contend against it, while 
the poorer ones have been placed by it, ina great measure, at the disposal of 
the Company, - : : 
‘The Company’s servants are thus enabled to regulate the prices of most of. 
th@ articles of our trade, rather upon the general principles of expediency, and 


the eal state of the internal market of the country, than the mere circumstance © 
of 
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of the greater or less liberality or fairness of those eight or ten individuals, to 
whom the trade has been, by the Chinese Government, thought proper to be 
testricted. : 

Nothing can be a stronger evidence of this fact, than the’ uniformity in 
the Canton prices of teas, Which while the nominal value of all articles of con- 
sumption have, in almost ail parts of the world, been more or less rapidly 
increasing, and while the Chinese Government has been supposed to be con- 
stantly augmenting its taxes and impositiens, have experienced a rise scarcely 
worthy of notice, : - bee : ; 

In point of fact, the Company have seldom failed to obtain with readiness, 
not only fair market prices, but the absolute preemption of all China goods 
brought to sale at Canton for foreign consumption. The competition which, 
in the purchase of some particular species of teas, and in that of some other 
articles of comparatively trifling consequence, has been occasionally met with by 
the Company from Americans, or from their own marine officers, is small 
indeed, in comparison with the endless and ruinous competition which would 
ensue, from throwing the whole into the hands of individuals, and thus dividing, 
as it were, the British public against itself. F 

To prove that we should, under such circumstances, be obliged, generally 
speaking, to pay higher to the Chinese for teas and other articles, the produce of 
China, than we do at present, seems scarcely to require an argument. But it is 
here further to be observed, that when, through the superior weight and influence 
of the Company, the prices are once reduced to, or retained within reasonable 
limits, and a standard thus established, the portion of foreign trade which is in 
the hands of private individuals is naturally governed, in great measure, by the 


same rule. It may even, in a few instances, happen, that individuals appear,* 


under particular circumstances, to be favored still more than the Company 

themselves; but this, when it really exists in the fair course of trade, is altogether 

casual, and it is oftener the result of fraud, or a mere fallacy, founded on wrong 
_ calculations. . 
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Exceptions, moreover, to the general rule, will, no doubt, occasionally be- 


the result. of those hazardous ‘and irregular speculations of individuals, which, 


* however generally pernicious, sometimes lead to great gains as well as to great. 
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Tosses,. but which, of course, the. wisdom of a well-regulated trade can never 
admit of. Purchases. are also often made by individuals upon the principle of 
barter, or upon credit, or late in the season, or from merchants-under temporary 
distress, or of goods of a deceptive kind, which, while -they are nominally" 
cheaper in price, are, in a still greater degrec, infertor in quality. From any 
such cases as these, no general inferences, it is obvious, can justly be drawn: 
but it is believed with confidence, that it has been generally admitted,. by all 
those who’ have had an opportunity of making the comparison, that when the 
parallel is fairly made, between the trade of the Company and that of Americans 
and other private adventurers, the advantages on the side of the former are found 
to be both important and unquestionable. - og : bee . 
In regard to the disposal in China of our British manufactures and productions, 
the advantaye accruing to. the Public from the establishment of an exclusive 
Company are no less conspicuous, than those already. stated to arise in other . 
instances, : ; oes non ; 
It is notorious, that the Company, by the means, or through the influence | 
of the trade reciprocally. carrying on at the same time. in articles the produce of 


* 


~ China, has been enabled to export,.and has also succeeded in inducing the 


Chinese merchants to receive, large and increasing proportions of our staple 
manufactures and productions, and at prices excluding all ideas of profit, either 
to the Company, who are the dast sellers on the part of the English, or to the 
licensed Canton merchants, who are the first purchasers on: the part of the 
Chinese. A ; ae 

The advantage to us, in the latter respect, is obvious ;.and,. in the former, 
though it.-may be doubted, in a general:point of. view, how far actual pecuniary 
sacrifices, on the part of the Company, can.of. themselves.be beneficial to the 
nation at large, yet in the cases in which they. have been made, as here quoted, 


At may easily be shewn, that they actually have been thus beneficial, and that in a 


very considerable degree. ; 
The leading articles amongst our manufactures and productions, which. we 


have already succeeded in introducing into China, are our woollens and our 
metals. The latter have found, hitherto, but little sal€, otherwise than in ‘their 


ae ‘ ‘ -. exertions 


.Taw-or unmanufactured state; and ifit had not. been for tue great and persevering 
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exirtions of the East-India Company, there is great reason to suppose,. that the 

sale of our woollen trade would have remained equally limited. : 
In a country in which the people have been so long accustomed to rely for 
4ll the necessaries, and even conveniences of life, upon its internal resources, 
where almost every species of ostentation and splendour is precluded by sumptuary 
Jaws and frugal habits, and where the prejudices against novelty and innovation of 
every kind have been ofien found to more than counterbalance the most. 
convincing proofs of superior excellence and utility, there was surely little reason 
to hope, that had things been left to take their natural course, our manufactures 
and. productions could have ever obtained any thing like an extensive or: generat 
consumption. : xe : 
The Company, nevertheless, now sell in ‘China, annually, not less than 
about one million sterling in value of British woollens alone. To this height 
they have succeeded in carrying the trade, by previously submitting, from year 
to year, to very considerable losses, and by regularly binding the Chinese mere 
chants, by the tenour of their annual contracts, to receive these goods in part 
payment for their teas, and upon terms which, low as they were, in comparison 
with those upon which the woollens had been originally purchased in Englands 
were still, almost always, considerably higher than could bave been warranted 
or expected, upon the mere consideration of the then state of the demand in 

China. - . 7 se 
Thus the sacrifices made by the Company, with the view of reducing our 
British prices more nearly to the level of the Chinese market, and the exertions 
to which the Chinese merchants have been at the same time stimulated, in order 
"to effect, without actual loss, the disposal of astock constantly imposed on then: 
in superabundance, have gradually conspired to effect the dispersion of cur 
manufactures, to a great extent, over the country, in spite of every kind of 

predilection and prejudice. 

The taste for British goods has been introduced, and seems now pretty well 
"establ®hed. ; The superior quality of our cloths seenis to be very generally felt 
and acknowledged : but what has, perhaps, most of all contribuicd to theit 
present favourable reception throughout the interior of China, is the'uncommona 
cae and attention bestowed by the Company in preventing the introduction of 
¢ ap , D2 ese os 7 any 
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any thing like deception or suspicious inequality into the packages of goods issued 
from their warehouses, In this respect, the Coupany have been successful in 
commanding the admiration and confidence of the Chinese, ina degree that has 
probably no parallel. It is notorious, that the Company's mark, like the im- 
pression upon a coin, is now admitted, in almost all Parts of the vast empire of 
China, as a testimony of the quantity and quality of the article on which it 
appears, so unquestionable, as to preclude the necessity of further examination, 
How beneficial such a confidence must be,-in facilitating the dispersion of the 
goods, and how impossible, under any other system, it must be (however highly 
we may- be disposed to rate the general probity of our private merchants) to 
maintain such a confidence unbroken, must be obvious to every unbiassed judg- 
ment.~ There is no doubt that, under the present cireumstances, the trade in 
British woollens’is at length becoming a gainful one toll parties. The Company 
are, on the one hand, in a fair way to reap some portion of the benefits of its 
sacrifices and its exertions (sacrifices and exertions, such as none but a Company 
could have made or submitted to), while, on the other hand, the remaining and 
most important portion of these benefits, namely, the increased and still increasing 


. vent for British produce, necessarily fall to our manufacturers and to the nation 


at large. z 
Another, and a still more important view, in which the trade to China is to 
be considered, is the supply which it affords us, and is alone capable of affording, 
of an article in such general use, as to be nearly equivalent toa necessary of 
life. The consumption of tea in the British dominions is now estimated at 
twenty-five millions of pounds weight, upon an average, per annum ; and it will 
scarcely be doubted by any who consider the nature and the universality of the 
consumption of this article, even amongst the lowest classes in this country, that 
any material reduction in the quantity, or deterioration of the quality, would be 
productive of very considerable distress and inconvenience. It is impossible not 
to foresee, that so general a privation, so material a diminution of the daily and 
domestic comforts of the poor, as must ensue, in a proportionate degre@ from 
the total, or the partial failure in the supply of tea, would, wherever the evil 
extended, be calculated to excite new-discontents, as well as to embitter those 
which the unavoidable pressure of the war might already have occasioned... The 

‘ : y national 
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national interests would, moreover, it is obvious, suffer no less in another way, 
by the consequerit defalcation in the public revenue, of which the portion de- 
rived from this source now amounts to about four millions sterling: and, lastly, 
by the corresponding diminution, at the same time, of the fair profits of the East- 
India Company, that is to say, in fact, the profits, directly or indirectly, of a 
very large portion indeed of the-British community. : 

From these evils the nation is secured, as far as human prudence and foresight 
can be supposed capable of securing it, by the operation of the chartered pri- 
vileges of the East-India Company. ; 

The national interests require more, in fact, from this branch of trade, than 
it could, by any possibility, attain to, if left altogether toitself. They require, 
in the first place, that the supply it affords us of the article in question should be 
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uniformly adequate, but not much more than adequate, to the demand, not only - 


‘in the aggregate, but also in respect to the several varieties and kinds, of which 
it is necessary that that aggregate should consist. 

. There is, probably, no article of commerce, whose value requires to be 
determined by such nicety of previous examination, and the due discrimination 


of which requires such matured judgment and experience; no article, of which. . 


the quality, and consequently the credit and the consumption, is so liable to be 
affected by improper admixture and adulteration. It has accordingly been found 
requisite, among other regulations, that all damaged teas, though often saleable 
(for the purposes, no doubt, of deception and adulteration) for considerable 
sums, should be destroyed ; and barges are, in consequence, frequently sent down 
by the Company to the mouth of the Thames, with such teas on board, for the 
express purpose of discharging their contents into the sea. There are other teas 


which, though not actually damaged, are of an inadmissible and objectionable . ~ 


quality. Whenever these, contrary to the intentions of the Company, have been 
imported, they have, if necessary, been returned back on the hands of the 


owners ; and, at all events, the repetition «2. _ practices has been discouraged, 


by deducting the full amount of the loss upon such teas from the accounts of the 
_respective Chinese merchants. To these, and similar charges, though made after 
an interval of two or more years, the Chinese merchants (such is their confidence in 


_ the: 
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the honour and good faith of the Company) submit, almost without question or 
examination. + ; ‘ 

There are,.on the other hand, kinds of tea in China, a certain portion of 
which it is essentially requisite to provide for the annual investment for 
England, though, upon a comparison of the sales of these teas at home with 
the prices that must be given to procure them abroad, they are found sometimes 
to yield little or no immediate profit. The Company, accordingly, give a degree - 
of encouragement to the growth and manufacture of such teas, which individuals, 
having only a limited and temporary interest in the trade, never could think of, 
but which the longer, and more extended experience of a public body, teaches 
to be beneficial, both to the nation and to itself ; because it is found, that a 


“certain admixture with some others of that particular kind of tea (the intro- 


duction of a suitable supply of which is secured by the above means) by the 
retail dealers in England materially contributes to maintain the credit, and 
extend the sales of the article generally. . ; — 

In a word, upon the present system, the quality, the quantity, and the 
appreciation of our annual supply of this important article of consumption is 
evidently carried to the greatest pitch of perfection, that the circumstances 
under which foreigners are received in China will admit of. The whole of 
the produce for foreign consumption of each season, passing, with little excep- 
tion, regularly under the review of the Company’s servants, nothing can be 
conceived more free and unconfined than their choice: and in this they are 


« determined, not like individual traders, by some casual and immediate advan. - 
_ tage and temptation, but by general views of the superior excellence or suit 


ableness of the article tendered to meet the existing demand, and thereby to 
promote, as well the interests of the nation, as those of their own immediate 
employers. . . 

In regulating, also, the extent of the supply, they are too well acquainted. 
with the importance and nature of the interests under their charge, to permit. 
those variations‘ and irregularities to occur, by which individual traders are 
too often known to endeavour to influence the state of the market, and to 
scek to render it subservient to their particular views and interests. And. 
if it were even possible to suppose the Company, or their representatives; to 

act 
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‘act ever under the influence of sucli a policy, the Legislature, 6 
by law the amount of the stock of teas to be kept up permanently in their ¢. 6. grange 
swarehouses, and by such other acts as its wisdom may suggest, has always ton'sConside~ 
the power (which in the case of an open trade it could not have) of interfering Hae 
‘and controuling them. 4s to the appreciation of the teas in China, the reasons 
have already been stated, why, under the present system, it must necessarily be 
the lowest, which the nature of the case and the state of the market will 


y determining No.XCvit. 


permit. ; : y. atee 
To recapitulate :—It has been endeavoured to shew, in what manner the 
present prosperity and comparative security of the China trade have arisen out of 
the system under which it has been conducted ; a system which, through the 
_ medium of an exclusive Company, diffuses the profits and advantages of a great 
‘ and well-regulated commerce, in equitable proportigns, directly or indirectly, 
over thé whole of the British community; first, by its regalar’ and secufd 
contributions to the revenue (by which so much equivalent taxation of a different 
description is avoided) ; secondly, by its satisfactory and amply abundant supply 
of an universally desired article of daily consumption ; thirdly, by its distinguished 
‘success in extending the sales, and maintaining the credit of British manufactures 
and productions 3 and lastly, by the support and employnient it gives to 
imultitudes in the marine, and other services of the Company, exclusive of that’ 
Jarge and important portion of the Beitish community primarily interested in it, © 
under the denomination of East India-Proprictors. : 
_..It has further been pointed out and exemplified; in what manner the 
Chinese have’ recognised and become accustomed to the existing system, and’ 
how, in fact, while it has had the effect of reconciling them to our priticiples’ 
of government, it has enabled us, ina great degree, to counteract the worst? 
features of their own. : : 
Finally, therefore, it is inferred, that by a dereliction of the system in 
question, the trade cannot be improved, though it’ may. probably be ruined: 
that though it may thus be put into other hands, there is no probability, in the 
nature of things, that into whatever hands it may fall, it can benefit, or advan-‘ 
-tageously employ, a larger portion than it does at present, of the British public... - 


It is probable, that tile truth of these’ positions is already so far admitted, 
oe : : , that 
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that there are not now many persons who would venture to recommend the total 
and immediate subversion of a system, which time and circumstances have so 
essentially connected, in various ways, with our national interests. But a much 
greater, and more respectable number of persons, appear to have assented to 
propositions for the admission, under certain circumstances, of a general trade 
in Caina produce: by which propesitions the exclusive privilege of the Company 
to the trade to that empire is equally assailed, though in-a more indirect manner : 
and the ultimate tendency being the same, the consequences are necessarily to be 
deprecated and resisted in a similar manner. 5 

In fact, without an exclusive trade in the articles the produce of China, the 
exclusive admission to the ports of that empire might soon become little better 
than a nonfinal privilege, and of very doubtful advantage. If the private trader 
is placed in a situation to obtain, either openly or clandestinely, any material 
participation in the existing trade for the supply of Great Britain and Ireland 
with the staple commodities of the Chinese empire, it is obvious, that all fur- 
ther calculations on the part of the Company, either for suiting the tonnage to 
the supply, or the supply to the demand, must be perfectly nugatory. 

Circumstances might put it into the-power of private traders to defeat the. 
Company's wisest provisions for the regular accommodation of the British con- 
sumer, while they always would render Jess certain and practicable the continu. 
ance of such measures as are now taken by the Company for the relief of the 
British manufacturers. art 

The speculations of individuals might, no doubt, be hazardous and irregular, 
and generally ruinous, perhaps, whenever they were legal; but, in cither case, 
the trade of private individuals, through indirect channels, would necessarily 
entail the introduction of inferior and objectionable teas into the British market, 
and thus, by discrediting the article, reduce the consumption, and finally bring 
tuin and disorder into that trade, in which they had so unworthily participated. 

To enable the Company to sustain, in the manner they do at present, the 
difficulties attending the maintenance of a commercial intercourse with China, 

If private ships, on the contrary, fitted out from British ports, are allowed 
to navigate directly to and from the Eastern Islands, where Chinese vessels and 

BS ghe. C7 ss -Citinese _ 
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Chinese colonists are every where to be found, they will certainly succeed, in No. XCVII. 
some degree, and possibly in a very great degree, in securing to themselves a eG Stadae 
participation in that trade, which has been heretofore exclusively confined to the ton’sConside~ 
of . : ‘ 4 : tations on the* 
port of Canton. Thevarticle which they will be enabled to procure. will, most China Trade. 
probably, be neither so*good, nor so suitable to our taste, as that imported 
directly from China; but as it will have been procured under an evasion of a 
considerable portion of the Chinese export duties, and sold, possibly, under an - 
~ entire evasion of the English import duties, the Company’s regular and Jawful, ~ 
trade in the same article must necessarily be undermined by such a competition, 
as far as it may extend. : : 
_. As the experiment has never yet been tried, it is impossible to say how: far 
it would prove successful, how far, in short, it would be practicable, to supply 
the British market with Chinese produce by indirect channels, even if opened by 
__us to private adventurers in the freest manner. ; : 
“It is most probable, however, that the supply, though very prejudicial in its 
effects to the Company’s interests and arrangements, would be but inconsiderable 
‘and contemptible in itself. The advantage to the individual trader would, almost 
in any case, be but small and precarious ; while the injury to the Company and to 
the regular China trade (and ‘consequently, as has been already shewn, to the 
nation at large), would be certain, and also, possibly, of serious magnitude. 
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COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
Held on ‘Tuesday, the 28d March 1813, 


; The Chairman laid before the Court a copy of the resolutions submitted to : No, 
“the House of Commons yesterday. by Lord Castlereagh, which copy was then XCVIII, 
delivered by his Lordship to the Deputy Chairman, ; ; ; court 


i : Court of 
And the said propositions were_read (See No, CHI). : ; pees 
se 7 3 : 93d Mare 
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COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
Weld on Weduesday, 24th March 1815. fa 


A note from T. P. Courtenay, Esq. to the Secretary, dated 22d March, 
No. XCIX. was read, transmitting, by direction of the Co:nmissioners for the Affairs of 
Counot Jndia, for the iniormation of the Court of Directors, copies of the several 
Directors, *resolutions intended to be proposed on that day in the House of Commons, and 
sere aca which resoludions were accordingly submitted to the House of Commons on - 
that day by Lord Castlereagh, and were read in Court the 23d instant. 
- Draft of the Secretary’s letter to Mr. Courtenay, in reply, was read and 
approved. : ‘ 
The Court then adjourned to attend the General Court. (See No. CII.) 
And being again met, ee: 
Draft of a petition to the House of Eords, similar to that presented to the 
House of Commons on the 23d ultimo, was read and approved ; (sce No. CVIL) 
as was also, . 
The draft of a petition to the House of Commons, praying leave to examine 
evidence’ at the bar of the House. (See No. CVIIL) 
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Nort from T. P. Courtenay, Esa. to Mr. Secretary Ramsay, noticed 
in the preceding Minutes. ; 


Mr, Courtenay presents his compliments to Mr. Ramsay, and by direction 
___” of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India transmits him, for the information 
Mr.Courtee of the Court of Directors, Copies of the several resolutions intended to be 
bay's Note. proposed to-day in the House of Commons. (See No, CILL) ; 
7 Whitehall, 22d March 1813, 
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~ 
Lerten from Mr. Assistant Secretary Cozs to T. P, Courrenay, 
Esq. in reply, also noticed in the preceding Minutes. 
Sir, - E East-India House, 24th March 1813. 


I have it command from the Court of Directors of the Eart-India 
Company to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 22d instant, transmitting, 
by direction of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, for the information 
of the Court of Directors, copies of the several resolutions then intended to be 
proposed in the House of Commons, and which resolutions were on that day 
proposed accordingly by Lord Castlereagh, who had. the goodness, at the same 
time, to communicate a copy to the Deputy Chairman. 

And I am further directed by the Court to request, that you will be pleased 
to offer to the Right Honourable the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India their thanks for the communication of these proposed resolutions, which 
will immediately engage the Court's most attentive consideration. 

J have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 








(Signed) James Coss, 
Thomas Peregrine Courtenay, Esq. . Assistant Secretary. 
No. CII. 
ATA : 


GENERAL COURT OF PROPRIETORS 


OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING TO- 


THE EAST INDIES, 
Held on Wednesday, the 24th March 1813. 
The Chairman acquainted the Court, that it is made special, for the purpose 
of laying before them the propositions submitted to the House of Commons by 


- Lord Castlereagh on the 22d instant. Ae 
Ba The 
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No. CIf. © The said Propositions were then read. (See No. CII.) 
Pera The Court proceeded to take the same into consideration 3 dpon which, after 
Court, 24th a Jong discussion, : ; : 
March 1813, : It was moved, and on the question,“ 
- Resolved unanimously, That this Court concur in 2 Petitiva te the. House of 
Lords (sce No, CVII.), similar to that which has been presented to the House of 


Commons.:: 
It was also moved, and on the question, 


Resolved unanimously, That the Court of Directors be empowered to affix 
the seal af the Company to Petitions to the Right Honourable the House of 
Lords and the Honourable the House of Commons, to be heard by counsel, 
and to examine evidence at the bars of the Houses of Lords and Commons, 

- Should such measures be deemed necessary or advisable. by the Court of Di- 
rectors. , . 
It was then, on another motion, 

Resolved unanimously, That in consequence of the important services ren- 
dered by Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart., during the present negociation with Wis 
Majesty’s Ministers for the renewal of the Company’s Charter, it is recommended 
to the Court of Directors, after the election of Directors on the lath of April 
next, to solicit the aid and assistance of the said Sir ugh Inglis, Bart., during 
the remainder of the negociation, and that he now be added to such Committee 
or Committees as may be appointed for that purpose, 


SSS EE 
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Resonutions proposed in the House of Commons by Lorn Viscounr 
CasTLerEaGH, on the 22d March 1813, noticed in the preceding 
No.Clll. Minutes. COS 








Peclotions I.—That it is expedient, that all the privileges, aathcrities and immunities 
the House of granted to the United Company of Merchants trading to the East Indies, by 
Commons. virtue of any act or acts of parliament now in, force, and all rules, regulations 


and 
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and. clauses affe ting the same, shall continue and be in force for the further N 
term.of twenty years; except as far as the same may hereinafter be modified 


0. ‘Cur 





Resolutions 

and repealed. : : ce 7 proposed in 
L—That Seeste te : + A H the Honse of 

I That the existing restraints, respecting the commercial intercourse Cotamens. 


‘with. China, shall be cotxinued ; and that the exclusive trade in tea, shall be 
preserved to the said Company, during the period aforesaid. : 
IlI.—That, subject to the provisions contained in the preceding Reso- 
lution, it shall be lawful for any of His Majesty’s subjects to export any goodsy 
“wares, or merchandize, which can now or may hereafter be legally exported. - 
from any port in the United Kingdom, to any port within the limits of the 
charter of the said Company, and that all ‘ships navigated according to law, 
proceeding from any port within, the limits of the Company’s charter, and being 
provided with regular manifests from the Jast port of clearance, shall respectively 
be permitted to import any goods, wares and merchandize, the product and: 
manufacture of any countries within the said limits, into any ports in the 
United Kingdom, which may be provided with warehouses, together with wet 
docks or basons, or such other securities as shall, in the judgment of the Commis- « 
sioners of the Treasury in Great Britain and Ireland, respectively be fit and . 
proper for the deposit and safe custody of all such goods, wares and merchandize, 
as well as for the collection of all duties payable thereon, and shall have been 
so.declared by the orders of His Majesty in Council in Great Britain, or by the 
order of the Lord Lieutenant in’ Council. in Ireland: Provided always, that 
copies’ of all such orders in council: shall be laid before both Houses of Parlia- 
ment in the session next ensuing: Provided also, that no ship or vessel of less 
than 350-tons registered measurement, shall be permitted. to clear out from any: 
port in the United Kingdom, for any port or place within the limits aforesaid, 
or be admitted to entry in any port of the United Kingdom from. any place 
within those limits: Provided also, that no such ship. which shall have so 
navigated, shall be admitted to- entry in any. part of the United Kingdom, 
without a regular manifest, duly certified. according to such regulations as may 
“hereafter be enacted: Provided also, that no article manufactured of silk, haix 
or wool, or any mixture thereof, shall be entered. or taken out of aay wares 
house, except’ for exportation, anless the same shall have been brought into the 
: 7 _ t : port 


No, CHT. port of London and deposited-in the warehouses of the said Uruted Company : 
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and such articles shall by them be cxposed to public sale by puction; in order 
to ascertain the duties payable thereupon ; and in all other sorts as well as the 


the Elouse of port of London, such articles, when entered and takenout for exportation, 


Commons, 


shall be charged according to their value under the regulations legally appli- 
cable in other cases to duties payable ad valorem. - : 7 
IV. —That as long as the government of India shall be administered under 
the authority of the said ‘Company, according to the provisions, limitations 
and regulations hereafter to be enacted, the rents, revenues and profits arising 
from the territorial acquisitions in India, shall, after defraying the expenses of 
collecting the same, with the several charges and stipulated payments to which 
the revenues are subject, be applied and disposed of according to the following 
_order of preference: * : ee 7 
In the first place, in defraying all the charges and expenses of raising ae 
maintaining the forces, as well European as native, artillery and marine, on the 
establishments in India; and of maintaining the forts and garrisons there, and 
providing warlike and naval stores: Secondly, in the payment of the interest 
accruing on the debts owing, or which may hereafter be incurred, by ‘the said 
Company in India: Thirdly, in defraying the civil and commercial establish 
ments at the several settlements there: Fourthly, that the whole or any part of 
any surplus that may remain of the above described rents, revenues and profits, 
after providing for the several appropriations, and defraying the several charges 
before-mentioned, shall be applicd to the provision of the Company’s inyest- 
ment in India, in remittances to China for the provision of investments there, or 
towards :the liquidation of debts in India, or such other purposes as the Court 
of Directors, with the approbation -of the Beard of Commissioners, shall from 
time to time direct. ‘ ‘ 
V.—That the receipts into the Company’s Treasury in England, from the 
proceeds of the sales of ‘their goods, and from the profits arising from Private and 
privileged trade, or in any other manner, shall be applied and disposed of as 
follows: First, in payment of bills of exchange already accepted by the Com- 
pany, as the same shali become due: Secondly, for the current payment of debts 
{the principal of the bond debt in Esigland always excepted) as well as interest, 
* and 
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“and the comn n grcial charges and expenses of the said Cane Thirdly, in 
payment of a cividend of ten pounds per cent. on the present or any future 
amount of the ciital stock of the said Company, also in the payment of a 
further dividend of ¥ea shillings per cent. upon such capital stock, after the 
separate fund upon which the’ same was originally charged by the 124th clause 


of $3 Geo, IIL. 52. shail have been exhausted ; the said payments respectively 


to be made half yearly: Fourthly, in the reduction of the principal of the 
debt in India, or of the bond debt at home, as the Court of Directors, with 
the approbation of the Board of Commissioners, shall from time to time 
direct... | : : * 


No. Cill. 
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Vi.—That when the pr incipal of the debt bearing interest in India, shall _ 


_ have been reduced to the sum of ten millions of pounds sterling, calculated at 
the exchange of 2s, the Bengal current rupee, 8s. the Madras pagoda, and 
2s. $d. the Bombay rupee, and the bounded debt in England shall have been 
‘yeduced to the sum of three millions of pounds sterling, then and thereafter the 
surplus proceeds which shail be found to arise from the revenues of India, and 
the profits upon the trade, after providing for the payments aforesaid, shall be 
’ applied to the more speedy repayment of the capical of any public funds or 
securities which have been or may be created for the use of the said Company, 
‘the charges of which have been or may be directed to be borne by the said 
Company in virtue of any act or acts of parliament ; and that any further surplus 
that may arise, shal} be set apart, and from time to time paid into the receipt 
of His Majesty’s E. xchequer, to be applied as Parliament shall direct, without any 
interest to be paid to the Company in respect or for the use thereof; but never- 
theless to be considered’ and declared as dn effectual security to the said Com- 
pany for the capital stock of the said Company, and for the dividend of ten 
‘and a half per cent. per annum, in respect thereof, not exceeding the sum of 


_ twelve millions of pounds sterling; and that of the excess of such payments, = 


if any, beyond the said amount of twelve millions, one sixth part shall from 
time to time be reserved and retained by the said Company for their own use 


and benefit, and the remaining five sixths shall be deemed and declared the. 


property of the public, and ‘at the disposal of Parliament: Provided also, that 
if the Company’s debts in India, after the same shall have been reduced to ten 
millions 
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millions sterling, shall be again increased beyond that amount, re if their bond 
‘debt in England, after the same shall have been reduced to th. ee millions, shall 
be again increased beyond that sum, then and so often asgither of these cases 


shall happen, the surplus proceeds shall be appropriated tg wie reduction of such: | 
new debts respectively, until the debts in India shal¥ ba again reduced to ten 


“amillions of pounds sterking, ‘and the bond debt in ae as to three millions of 


pounds sterling. 

VIL.—Thatit isexpedient that ships built within the British territories in the 
Fast-Indies, and employed inthe commerce between India and the United King- 
dom, shcéuld, during the present war and for eightecn months after the conclu- 
sion thereof, be permitted to import any goods, wares or merchandige, the pro- 
duce or manufacture of any countries within the limits of the East India Com- | 
pany’s charter, except as aforesaid, or to export any goods, wares or merchandize _ 
from this Kingdom to the British Settlements in the East. Indies, or to any of the 
places within the said limits, in the same manner as ships British-built, and duly 
registered as such; and that after the expiration of the period aboveementioned, 
the said India. built ships should be liable to such other provisions as Parliament 
may from time to time enact, for the further increase and encouragement of — 


.- shipping and navigation; and that effectual provision should be made, at the 


charge of the owners and commanders of such ships, for the maintenance, while 
in the United Kingdom, of the Asiatic sailors employed in the navigation there- 
of, and for the return of such sailors to their native country. : 

VIII.—That it is expedient to make provision for further limiting the grant- 
ing of gratuities and pensions to officers, civil and military, or increasing the 
‘same, or creating any new establishments at home; in such manner as may 
effectually protect the funds of the said Company. — 

1X.—That all vacancies happening in the officeof Governor-General of Fort 
William in Bengal, or of Governor of either of the Company’s presidencies or 
settlements of Fort St. George or Bombay, or of Governor of the forts and . 
garrisons of Fort William, Fort St. George, or Bombay, or of Cothmander-in- 
Chief of all the Forces in India, or of any provincial Commander-in-Chief of 


‘the Forces there, shall ‘continue to be filled up and supplied by the Court of 
Directors of the said United Company; subject nevertheless to the apptobation 


of 


Cates. .< - oa 


of His Majesty, to be signified in writing under his royal sign manual, countere No, CII, 
signed by the President of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 

X.—That thesnumber of His Majesty’s troops in India, io be in future ae 
maintained by the saicsCompany, be limited, and that any augmentation of force, » “Gommante 
exceeding the number so limited, shall, unless employed at the express requisl- 7 
tion of the said Company, be at the public charge. 

XI.—~That it is expedient that the church sntetitaicichel in the British terri- 
tories in the East Indies should be placed under the superintendance of a bishop 
and three archdeacons; and that adequate provision should be made, from the 

' territorial revenues of India, for their maintenance. 


a, 








No. CIV. 
ATA 
COURT OF DIRECTORS, 


Held on a Feidey, the 26th March, 1813. 


A letter from Thomas Pellatt and John Wilks, Esqts., Secretaries to the No. CIV. 
Protestant Society, dated the 24th instant, being read, soliciting, on the grounds ; 
therein represented, an early reply to their letter of the 11th instant, transmitting Dien, 
therewith sundry resolutions of the said Society, which letter and resolutions were ice aa 
read in Court on the 12th instant; oh 
vaft of the Secretary’s letter, in reply thereto, was read and approved. 





+ 


No. Xt. 


~ on 


No. CV, 
Messrs. 
Pellatt and 
Wilks's 
Letter, 
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No. CV. 


Lerrer from Messrs. Purtarr and Wixxs, Secretaries to the 
Protestant Society for the Protection of Religious Liberty, to the 
Cuairman, noticed in the preceding Minute. ; 


Sir, No. 18, Finsbury Place, March 24th 1818. 
" "For the Committee of the Protestant Society for the Protection of 
Religious Liberty, “ we have the honour to remind you of a letter which we 
addressed to you on the 11th instant, and which you politely acknowledged, and 


‘promised to submit to the consideration of the Directors of the Honourable East- 


India Company. : 

As the subject of that letter has already excited the most anxious solicitude in 
the minds of persons, far superior in numbers, and certainly equal in influence, to” 
those. who desire to partake in the commercial advantages which the Honourable 
Company have long enjoyed, we did venture to hope that we should have 
received an early and a satisfactory reply. : 

The observations made by Lord Castlereagh on this subject, on Monday 


last, by which he continued to refer the regulation of Christian Missionaries to 


your unlimited controul, have, however, created an unparalleled alarm, and 


* will, we apprehend, produce general meetings in the metropolis and the coun- 


try, hundreds of petitions to parliament, and the most strenuous efforts from 


‘friends to religion of every denomination throughout the empire, unless the 


Directors liberally, nobly, and promptly interpose, and prevent any possible 
imputations upon them, by speedily announcing their disposition to secure to 
Christian Missionaries the facilities and protection which, according to the reso- 
lutions transmitted by us, they may reasonably require... _ . 
An early communication from you we therefore take the liberty urgently, 
but ‘respectfully, to intreat, assuring you that we are influenced to that-request 


_ by no unftiendly ‘dispositions to the Honourable Company, and by our desire to 


* prevent 
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prevent that ge-eral “agitation, discontent, and opposition, which, from con- No. CV, 
tinued inattention 9r a final refusal, will certainly result, 








We have the honour to be, Sir, : polatand 
“A. Your most obedient humble servants, Wilks's 
: : " > Leer. 
(Signea) _  ‘Tnomas Petcart, 
Joun Winks, 
. Secretaries to the Protestant Society. 
Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart., i 
&c. &c. &c, 7. 
s 
No. CVI. 
Lerrer from Mr. Assistant Secretary Cons to Messrs. Pe.tatr and 
Wis, in reply, ulso noliced in the preceding Jinute, 
GenTLeMaEN, ‘East-India House, the 26th March 1813. 
- Ihave the honour to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter, under date No. CVI, 
the 24th instant, soliciting an early reply to your former letter, transmitting Miateat 
5518) 


sundry résolutions of the Protestant Socicty for promoting Religious Liberty. Secretary's 
Both your letters, with the resolutions transmitted with the men have been “Etter 
duly laid before the Court of Directors: and I have reccived their commands to 

acquaint you, that the subject, to which your letters refer, is now under the 
consideration of the Legislature; the Court do not therefore, under this circum- 

stance, fecl themselves at liberty to enter at present into the important subject 


in question. 
Iam, Gentlemen, 


Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) James Coss, 


. . Assistant Secretary. 
Thomas Pellatt and John Wilks, Esqrs. 


F2 
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— Now VIE, 


Fi 


Copy ef a Pestrion from the Kasr-Inpia Céarany to the Right 


* Honourable House ov. Lonps, noticed in the preceding Adinutes. 
(Nos. XCEX and CID. ; 


No. Cv. To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of the United 
: Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled, 
Tere ae The humble Petition of the United Company of Merchants of England 
Lords. ' trading to the East-Indies, . : ; 
‘SHEWETH : 2% : ; 
That as your Petitioners have reason to believe, that the system by which the. 
‘relation between Great Britain and the East-Indies is now regulated, will 
, Shortly be taken into consideration by your Lordships, your Petitioners hope 
they may be permitted to state the outlines of the history of the establishment o¢ 
your Petitioners, as well as their present situation as to their property and rights, 
their functions, and obligations, . : eg 
(The rest of the statements and allegations in this petition are the same, in 
" substance, with those contained in the petition to the House of Commons,. 
(Seq No. LXXXVIID)}. oe ee 
aS _ Your Petitioners, therefore, most humbly pray, that your Lordships, ' 





touching the premises, will be pleased to continue the government 
of the territorial acquisitions in the East-Indies in your Petitioners 5 
and that your Lordships will be pleased to settle the trade to the 
East-Indies and China, and other places, from the Cape of Good 
Hope to the Streights of Magellan, according to the present system 5 
and that your Petitioners may be heard by their Counsel, and admitted 
to. adduce proofs, touching the matters aforesaid; and that your Lord- 
ships will be pleased to grant to your Petitioners sitch relief in the 
premises, as their case may require, and as your Lordships shall see fit, 
And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c, 


eS 
in any, arrangement which. your Lordships may see fit to make, ©” 
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No. CVIE. 


Copy ofa Perrrion Jrom the Easr-Inpia Company to the Honourable 


Hovss of Commons, also noticed in the preceding Minutes (No. 
“XCIX). 


: To the Honourable the Cries of the United Kingdom of Great Britain sd 
Treland, in Parliament assembled, 
The humble Petition of the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East- prndice 
SHEWETH : 


That it appears: by the votes of this Honourable House, that a Com-. 


| mittee of the Whole House is now sitting, to consider of the affairs of your 
Petitioners. : 


That your Petitioners hope they may be peimitted to ‘adduce evidence, 


touching the matters under the consideration of the said Committee. 


No. CVIIT. 
Petition to 
the House of 

Commonn 


Your Petitioners, therefore, most humbly pray, that they may be 
heard by their Counsel, in order to adduce evidence to this Honourable 


” - House, tauching the matters under the consideration of the said 


‘Committee. 
And your eer as in duty bean wake ever pray, &c. 





No. CIX. 
ATA 
COURT OF DIRECTORS, 


Held on Friday, the 26th March, 1813. “ 
; No. CIX. 


The Court now again took into very mature consideration the Propositions ee 
submitted by Lord Castlereagh. to the House of Commons on the 22d instant, Court of 


; : Directors, 
. respecting the renewal of the Company’s Charter, and which were read in Court 26th March, 


on the 23d instant. 1813, 








: No. CX. 











ATA 
- COURT OF DIRECTORS,- 
Held on Wednesday, the 19th May, 1813. . » No, CX: 
¥ ° Draft of a Letter to Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart. transmitting a copy of the : Court of 
Geheral Court’s resolution of the 24th March last, was read and approved... waite Bay 
mts . cece |; ABIES 
No. CXI. : . 
Cory of a Lerrer from.Mr. Assistant Secretary Coss fo Sir - 
’ Huan Ineuis, Burt. noticed in the preceding minute, 

Sin, © East India House, 191b Muy 1813. No. CXL 





In obedience to the commands of the Court of Directors, I have the 
. honour to transmit to you the ericlosed copy of an unanimous resolution of the gs ain ° 
No. NU. ; 3 Geneial : 
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No. CXI., General Court, held on Wednesday, the 24th March last, recimmending to the 
Mr. Cobb's Court of Directors to solicit your aid and assistance, duriag the remainder of 
Letter. the negotiation with His Majesty’s Ministers for the rep:wal of the Company’s 
Charter, and resolving that you be added to such Committee or Committees as 

may be appointed for that purpose. 
Iam further directed by the Court to express their regret, that in conse- 
quence of the pressure of business, so long 4 delay has occurred in making this 
, official communication ; a duty which they have the utmost satisfaction in 








‘fulfilling, eee ; 
; ~ I have the honour fo be, Sir, 
. Your most obedient humble servant, _ 
; (Signed) » James Coza, 
. Assistant Secretary. 
Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart. -- 
&e, &e. &. | = 
. No. CXIL 
. ATA 
SECRET COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE, 
hee : The 25th May, 1813. 
No. CXIE, . The Committee taking into consideration the present state of the nego- 





caer clation for the renewal of the Company’s Charter, deem it advisable, after 
ee: i. . . } : 

Foitice, gst, mature deliberation, that a letter should be addressed to the Earl of Liverpool 
May, 1818. upon the subject. : ° 








No. CXIUI. 
. * AT A . ‘. = 
_. SECRET COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE, i 
; The 26th May, 1813. é : 
Secret Com- ’ Draft of aJetter to the Earl of Liverpool, prepared in consequence of the 
mittee, 26th OC. mmittee’s resolution of yesterday, was read and approved. 


No. CXIIT. 


May, 1813+ 
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No. ‘CXIV. 
AT A 


SECRET COURT OF ‘DIRECTORS, 
~ Heldson Wednesday, t the 26th May, 1813. 


‘The Cheirnat from the Committee: ‘of Correspondence laid before the 
Court, draft of a proposed letter to the Earl of Liverpool, which was read an 
approved. : 


Tt was then 
Ravted: That the said letter be transmitted by ‘the Chairs to the Earl of 
’ Buckinghamshire, accompanied by a copy for his own use, with a request that. 
his Lordship will be pleased to forward. the same to Lord Liverpool. 





No. CXV. 


Cory of a Lerrre from the Cuarman and Deputy CrarrMax 


. to the Right Honcurable the Earu of Livervoot, noticed in the 


__ preceding Minutes. -. 


" My Lorp, > 18s - East-India House, 27th May, 1813. — 
* In obedience to the orders of the Court of Directors, we have the 
honour of submitting to-your Lordship, as being at the head of His Majesty’s 
Government, this. letter, containing the Court’s sentiments in the present momen- 
tous crisis of the East-India Company’s affairs. 
The consideration of the Resolutions sometime since submitted to the 
House of Commons for the renewal ofthe Company’s Charter is now announced 
to be fixed for Monday the 31st Instant. 


The third of those Resolutions bears, that the trade Betaveen this country: 


and India, which has,. for more than two centuries, becn confined to the port: 
No. XIE. B of 


No. CXIV. © 


q Secret Coutt,- 


26th May, 
1813, ~ 


No. CXV. 





Chairman 
and Deputy’s 
Letter. 
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No. CXV. of London, shall, as to exports, be open'to all the ports of the United King. 
Chairman dom, and as to imports, to all the ports which shall be deciared fit and safe for 
and Deputy’s their reception. LO 
Letter. We have stated in our correspondence with the President of the Board of . 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India, the ruinous consequences that would be 
produced by this great innovation. The course of evidence since adduced before 
the House of Commons, and through the protracted inquiries of the opponents 
of the Company only just closed, has aburalantly confirmed our statements, by 
shewing: 





That a large influx of Europeans into our Indian territories (an influx 
which will unavoidably follow the permission of an open and general trade) 
must prove dangerous to the peace and security of those invaluable posses- 
sions, now so highly improved under the Company’s administration. 

That, at the same time, after an intercourse of three centuries between 
Europe and India, there is not the least prospect, or rational hope, of inducing 
the vast mass of the Indian population to use.our manufactures, as the mer- 
chants of this country had fondly imagined, and as must be pre-supposed, 
in order to any considerable or steady extension of the import trade from 
India. ‘ 

‘That the limited demand among some of the natives, particularly those 
connected with Europeans, for a few articles of British production, as 
well as the demand for European consumption in India, is superabundantly 
supplied by the present channels of trade with India, at very low rates; 
and that, if the natives could be inspired with a taste for our manufac- 
tures, they would be plentifully furnished by European artizans settled there, 
and their native assistants. 

That all the shores, gulphs, and islands of the Indian Seas have been 
explored by British residents in India, and that an active trade is now 
carried on from the British settlements there to all those regions, in articles, 
Indian and European, as far as demand for them can be found ; and from 
those regions, in every commodity for which a vent can be discovered in 
India or Europe. 
7 That, 
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That, with respect to the trade between Great Britain and China, not 
: @nly would the loss of that trade be imminently hazarded by laying it open, 
as the merchants also desired, but that, by admitting an unlimited inter- 
course between this country and the islands in the China Seas, the smug- 
gling of the valuable article of tea into the ports of the United Kingdom 
would unavoidably follow, to an extent which could not fail to reduce, not 
merely the public revenue, but that commercial profit which, by supplying 
the Company witli a dividend gn their capital stock, enables them to per- 
form their political functions. 

That, by opening the import trade of India to the Out- -ports, however 
little beneficial this privilege would eventually prove to those ports, the 
system of the Company’s pubii¢ sales would be broken down; a system on 
which the regularity, order, and advantage of their import commerce de- 
pend, and which has materially contributed to improve the commercial in- 
tercourse between this country and foreign Europe. And, in regard to the 
trade of foreigners, particularly ‘Reaeneate: with India, in which the latter 
were highly privileged by His Majesty’s Government, and of which so 
rouch has been erroneousiy said, the truth often before stated has been 
confirmed, that the extension of this trade was cwing to the belligerent 
state of Great Britain and the neutral character of North America; that the 
trade which the citizens of it carried on, the subjects of this country, during 
the course of the present peculiar war, could not have enjoyed ; and that, 
on a return of peace, the greater part of that trade must revert to 
Britain. - 

Thus, my Lord, the great mass of most valuable and important evidence 
which has been brought before the House of Commons completely establishes 
the propriety and policy of continuing the Company in all the efficiency of its 
functions, political and commercial. Thus, also, the sanguine speculations of 
the merchants and manufacturers of this country (speculations from which they 
have eagerly expected to find new and vast sources cf commerce for the nation, 
as well as to improve the old, and upon which they have sought to overturn the 
long established system of the Company, and all its extensive commercial rela~ 
tions) are found to be groundless and visionary, as the other allegations advanced 

Ba im 


No. CX¥. 


Chairmao 
and Deputy's 
Letter. 
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No. CXV. 
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and Deputy’s 
Letter, 
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in their petitions were before disproved. The agents of the Out-ports have not 


“attempted to bring forward evidence on their part, in support either of the. theo- 


ties or facts advanced by them; and it is hence clear, that it is not on this species 
of support they depend for success. : . 

Since then, my Lord, the confident expectation of new unbounded com- 
mercial resources formed the grand plea on which the merchants required the 
abolition of the Company’s commercial privileges (privileges essentially connected 
as often shewn, with the important politicakgunctions of the Company), and since 
it is proved, that those. expectations have, in reality, no salid foundation, we 
take the liberty earnestly to.ask, why the Company’s systema must be broker 
down, by adopting innovations which, instead-of being likely to promote, can 
scarcely fail of proving injurious to the national interest? 

But if, after so many years of experience in Indian commerce, a new and 
more ample trial is necessary, a very large one, far beyond what has ever yet been 
open to individuals, may be made, without destroying the system of the Com- 
pany ; that is, by admitting, under certain restrictiong, the ships and goods of 
all the subjects of the United Kingdom to go from the Port of London to certain 
ports in India, and to return to London, where their imports shall be sold at the 
‘public sales of the Company. This experiment we think compatible with the 
preservation of the Company’s system; and, my Lord, since the hazards, ‘politi- 
cal and commercial, of an entire revolution in the system of Indian commerce 
thave been shewn to be great, we humbly and earnestly submit to your Lordship 
and to His Majesty’s Ministers, whether it will not be, in every view, more 
prudent and salutary to make this experiment for some years, and_to await the 
result of it, instead of beginning by destroying the existing system, without the 
least assurance of substituting any thing good in its place. ; vos 

But if this proposition should not have the good fortune to be acceptable ta 
His Majesty’s Ministers, we must then request your Lordship’s attention to the 
situation in which the Company would be placed by the adoption of the third of 
the Resolutions now before the House of Commons. ; 

The Court have already shewn, that the Company’s dividend, on which 
their credit, and hence their efficiency to perform their political functions, depend, 
is derived from their China Trade, and that the profits of this trade will, in the 

‘s case 


¢ 923 +) 
ease of an open intercourse with India from the Qnt-ports, be liable to material 
diminution. They have stated, that if they could be assured that such defalca- 
tion could be supplied from any other source, one of their great objections to 
the proposed change would be removed: We beg leave, therefore, now most 
respectfully to inquire, whether His Majesty’s Ministers can suggest the means 
by which the Company may procure such a resource, and will be pleased to com- 
municate their sentiments on this most important point? Again, for the usual 
political payments which the Company have to make in England on account of 
the Indian territory, amounting to near a million; for the extraordinary demands, 
amounting to a million and a half a year, henceforth falling upon the home 
treasury; for the payment of the interest or principal of territorial debt, and 
for the usual exports of goods, about two millions more; altogether composing 
fn aggregate of between four and five millions; the Company must make punc- 
tual provision. This can be done no way, but by proportionably increasing their 
investments from abroad ; and if their commercial system is broken down, where 
is the hope, that they cansrealize the proceeds of imports from the East, so as to 
be able to meet these heavy demands upon them, with the punctuality requisite 
to maintain the credit essential to so great an establishment ? This point also, 
my Lord, most important in the consideration of the measures to be adopted 
for the future system of the Company, we most earnestly aubmit to the attention 
of His Majesty’s Ministers ; and resort to their judgment to inform us, how the 
Company can be provided against the failures and disappointments likely to hap- 
pen under the proposed system,. in realizing the imports of the Company ? The 
jdea which has been suggested, that the Company should depend on the bills of 
individuals drawn from India on this country, or on the still more casual resource 
of receiving money here for bills on the treasuries in India, is inadmissible, as 
such a dependence would be altogether precarious, resting on the degree in 
which the Indian trade should be prosecuted, and on the credit and success of 
individuals, Such a plan might, indeed, suit speculators, who would by it be 
‘enabled to trade on a capital furnished by the Company, but wauld be utterly 
unequal to the regular supply of the Company's demands, and the maintenance 
_ of their credit. ; 


My Lord, we beg you to believe, that in stating these points for the consi- 
‘ = deration 


No, XV. 
Chairman 
and Deputy’s 
Letter. 


No. CXV, 


Chairman 


( 324 ) 


deration of His Majesty’s Government, 3ve are actuated by a deep sense of the 
responsibility under which we stand, and by a most anxious concern for the 


an Depatys grdat interests which are confided to our care. We entirely disclaim any inten- 
wetter, 4 


tion or idea of acting from obstinacy or pertinacity, in Opposition either ‘to 
government or to popular opinion. We are influenced by am honest conviction 
of the truth and importance of the objections, those especially which we here 
urge to the opening of the Out-ports, and by a deep apprehension that the 
Company would not be enabled te goon under the proposed system, but that, 
in a few years, its resources would, by the operation of that system, be so 
impaired, as to lead to the supercession of the Company altegether; an issue 
which, though avowedly desired by some, we deprecate as fatal to the public 
interests of India and Britain, and to the interestsof innumerable individuals, 

Men in our situation may, in the opinion of some, be ikely to act, in such 
a crisis as the present, from a wish to cling to their places and their patronage, 
This is a motive we equally disclaim: and, indeed, the line of conduct we have 
pursued through the whole of the negociation for fe renewal of the Charter, 
and to which we still adhere, may free us from. such a suspicion, ertainly we 
cannot hear with indifference of those violent schemes of innovation, respecting 
the great interests with which we stand connected, and of the possibility: of a new 
order of things which should entirely separate us from those interests ; but we 
hope. to possess, in any event, the Consolation of Having maintained those 
Opinions, and followed that conduct, which have been prescribed by our own 
conviction and the upright discharge of the trust reposed in us, 


We have the honour to be, My Lord, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servants, 
(Signed)  Roszrt Tuorwron, ‘ 


W. F. Expurystone. 
The Right Honourable the Earl of Liverpool, 
First Lord of His Majesty’s Treasury, 
&e. &e, &e. 
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No. CXVI. 


Cory of a Lerrer from the Cuarrman and Deputy CHarrMan, 
to the Right Honourable the Kanu of Bucxincuamsuire, also 
noticed in the preceding Minutes. 


My Lorp, East-India House, 27th May, 1815. 
By desire of the Court of Directors we have the honour of trans- 
mitting to your Lordship a letter addressed by us, under the present date, to the fot Dos 
Earl of Liverpool, accompanied with a request that you will have the goodness —_ Letter. 
to forward it to his Lordship, We also enclose a copy of that letter for your 
Lordship’s own use, and entreat your, favourable consideration of its contents, 
We have the honour to be, My Lord, . 
" Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servants, 
(Signed) Rosert THornton. 
W. F. Exrximstone. 


No. CXVL. 


The Right Honourable the Earl of Buckinghamshire, 
&c, &c. &c. 





No. CXVIL 


COURT OF DIRECTORS, 


Held on Wednesday, the 26th May 1813. 
No. CXVH. 
‘A letter from Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart. the late Chairman, dated at Milton court of 


Bryant, the 21st instant, acknowledging the receipt of the Assistant Secretary’s pees 


May 
letter 1813. 
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No. XCVIL letter of the 19th, conveying, by desire of the Court of Directors, the unani- 
Courtof mous resolution of the General Court of Proprietors of the 24th March last, 
aon Mee recommending to the Court of Directors to request his aid and assistance during 

1813. the remainder of the negociation with His Majesty’s Ministers for the renewal 
of the Company’s Charter; and Sir Hugh expressing his best thanks for the, 
terms in which the said Resolution has been communicated to him. 








No. CXVIIL 


Cory of a Lerrer from Sin Hue Inows, Bart. to Mr. Asststant 
Secretary Coss, noticed in the preceding Minute. 


Sra, Milten Bryant, 21st May 1813. 
No.CXVIE- T have had tHe honour to receive your letter of the toth instant, con- 
Sir He Inglis's veying, by desire of the Court of Directors, the unanimous resolution of the 
Letter, General Court of Proprietors of the 24th of March last, recommending to the 
Court of Directors to request my aid and assistance, during the remainder of 
the negociation with His Majesty’s Ministers for the renewal of the Company's 
Charter. 

I beg, Sir, that you will present to the Court of Directors my best thanks 
for the terms in which they have been pleased to communicate a resolution, 
doubtless highly gratifying to me, and which has added much to the obligations 
I owed to the respectable body of East-India Proprietors, for a long course of 
indulgence, kindness, and confidence, previously to the new and flattering 
testimony of their favorable opinion. Sincerely lamenting, as I do, the inade- 
quacy of my abilities to render any essential service to the Company in this 
arduous crisis of their affairs, I request you will acquaint the Court, that I shall 
consider it my indispensable duty, zealously to assist their endeavours to procure 
a renewal of the Charter, on such terms 4s may promise to secure the prosperity 


of the Company; these, in my apprehension, being the only terms en which 
: the 
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the arrangement, when concluded, is likely to prove advantageous to the interests No.CXVLII. 
of the empire at home and in India. gir Inglis's 
I have the honour to be, ae Letter. 
With much esteem, Sir, 
Your very obedient. humble servant, 
(Signed) Hveu Ineuis. 
James Cobb, Esq. 


Assistant Secretary, 





No. CXIX. 
ATA 


SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
Held on Monday, the 31st of May, 1813. 


The Chairman laid before the Court a copy of the Propositions intended to No. CXIX. 
be submitted to the House of ‘Commons this day, which he had received from Sactet Coait: 
Lord Buckinghamshire. 3ist May;: 

The said Propositions were then read. 12s 

The Chairman also laid before the Court a Letter from the Earl of Liver- 
pool to the Chairs, dated the 29th instant, stating that, after thoroughly con- 
sidering the subject of their Letter of the 27th, his Lordship saw no ground for 
recommending any alteration in the course of proceeding now before Parliament, 
relative to the renewal of the Company’s Charter; that the topics adverted to in 
the commencement of that Letter had already undergone repeated and most 
ample discussions ; but that, if the Chairs should be desirous of having any further 
conversation with his Lordship on any part of this important question, but more 
particularly on the points stated in the latter part of their Letter, the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire and himself will be happy to see them on Monday next, for 
that. purpose. 

The Chairman then stated, that himself and the Deputy Chairman, in con- 

No. NIT. Cc sequence, 


No. CXIX, 


Secret Court, 
31st May, 
1813, 


No, CXX. 
Ear! of 
Liverpool's 
Letter, 


( 328 ) 


sequence, waited on Lord Liverpool at Fife House, where they also met Lord 
Castlereagh and Lord Buckinghamshire, and had a very full conversation with 
their Lordships upon the subject of the Court’s Letter, and upon the present state 
of the Propositions for the renewal of the Company’s Charter; from which con- 
versation it appeared, that there was no intention, on the part of the Noble 
Lords present, to recommend to his Majesty’s Government or to Parliament, to 
alter any of the Propositions intended to be submitted to Parliament this 
evening. . 





‘No. CXX. 


Cory of a Lerrer from the Right Honourable the Eart or Liverroo. 
to the Cuatnman and Deputy Cuarrman, noticed in the preceding 


~ . 
Minutes. 


GENTLEMEN, Fife.House, 29th May, 1813. 


I have had the honour of receiving your letter, in which, according to 
the orders of the Court of Directors, you have submitted to me the sentiments 
of that Court, in the present momentous crisis of the East-India Company’s 
affairs. 

After thoroughly considering the contents of this communication, I can see 
no ground for recommending any alteration in the course of proceeding now 
before Parliament on the subject of the renewal of the East-India Company’s 
Charter. 

‘Lhe topics to which you advert in the commencement of your letter have 
already been the subject of repeated and most ample discussion between the 
Prince Regent’s Servants and the Committee of Correspondence ; but if you are 
desirous of having any further conversation with me on any part of this important 
question, but more particularly on the points stated in the latter part of your 
letter, the Earl of Buckinghamshire and myself will be happy to see you on 

: Monday 
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Monday next, or on any other day at the beginning of next week, which may ee CXX. 








be more convenient to you. nage hae 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, Liverpool's 

- Your most obedient and humble servant, Lanter: 
. (Signed) Liver root. 
The Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
of the East-India Company. a 
No. CXXI. 
ATA 


SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
Held on Tuesday, the 1st June, 1813. 


The Court met for the purpose of taking into further consideration the No, CXXtI. 
several Propositions which were last evening submitted to the House of Commons = —— 
for the renewal-of the Company’s Chatter. peril 
> 


Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors of the 18th December 18f2 were 1813. 
read. 





No. CXXIH. 


q ATA 
SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS, 


Held on Wednesday, the 2d June, i813. N : 
JING. 


The Court deliberated further upon the Propositions, now under the consi- a 
deration of the House of Commons, for the renewal of the i a s. Charter. Secret Court, 
C2 2d June, 
No. “1813. 
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‘No. CXXUL 


AT A é 
SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
Held on Friday, the 4th June, 1813. 


Paes The Court having resumed the consideration of the Propositions, now before 
—suthe House of Commons, for the renewal of the Company’s Charter, 
ne cas) It was, on a motion, 
1813. Unanimously Resolved, That a Deputation'of the Court, consisting of 
, The Chairman, 
The Deputy, 
Mr. Mills, and 
My. Grant; - 


. be requested to solicit an interview with His Majesty’s Miaisters, in consequence 
of the Present momentous crisis of the Company’s affairs. 


———_—_———_= 


No. CXXIV. 


SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS, 


- -Held,on Tuesday, the 8th June, 1813. oo 


OXI. | -Resolued Unanimously, That Sir Hugh Inglis,. Bart. be “requested to accom- 


pany the Deputation, which, by the Court's resolution of the 4th instant, was 
Secret Court, 


sth June,” 2Ppointed to wait.upon His Majesty’s MINN, at the present momentous crisis 
1813, - of the Company’s affairs. 
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No. CXXV. 


ATA + 
SECRET COURT OF. DIRE CTORS,’ 
Held on Thursday, the 10th June, 1813. 


The Chairman acquainted the Court, that the Deputation, appointed on the = No, 
4th instant to wait upon His Majesty’s Ministers, had this morning, accompanied CXXV: 
by Sir Hugh Inglis, an interview with the Earls of Liverpool and Buckingham- gecret Court 
shire and Lord Castlereagh, at Fife House. Lee 

The Chairman then communicated the substance of the conversation which 
took place at this meeting between His Majesty’s Ministers above-mentioned and 


the Members of the Deputation. __ 





No. CXXVI. 
ATA 
SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS, 


Held on Saturday, the 12th June, 1813, : a No. 
( CXXVI. 





‘The Court met, and took into further consideration the present'state’ of ‘the 
* Secret Court, 


Company’s affairs. eee 
une, 
o "1813." 
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* AT A a 


SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
on Held on Tuesday, the 15th June, 1813. 


No. The Chairman laid before the Court a note from Lord Buckinghamshire, dated ~ 
a he 13th instant; in which his Lordship states, that in returning the memorandum 
Secret Conrt, the received from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, with some not very material 
eee alterations, he would observe, that it refers to a conversation of nearly two 
hours, and therefore cannot be considered as touching upon all the particulars 
that might be deemed of importance : but that, having communicated with the 
Lords Liverpool and Castlereagh upon the subject, his Lordship is enabled to 
convey their opinion, as well as bis own, that the substance of the canversation 


in question is carrectly stated in the accompanying paper. 


The memorandum abaveaentioned was then read. 





r No. CXXVIIE. 


Cory of a Nore from the Right Honourable the Ear or Buckine- 
Hamsuire fo the Cuatrman, noticed in the preceding Minutes. 








No. Tord Buckinghamshire presents his compliments to Mr. Thornten, and in 

Paes returning the memorandum he reccived from him and the Deputy Chairman, 

Earl of Buck- with some not very material alterations, he would observe, thar‘ie refers to a 

. eee cenversation of nearly two hours, and thereforé cannot be considéred as touching 
upon all the particulars that might be deemed of importance, 

Having, however, conimunicated with the Lords Liverpool and Castlereagh 

vpon the subject, Lord Buckinghamshire is enabled to convey their opinion, as 

welk 
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well as his own, that the substance of the conversation in question is correctly 


stated in the accompanying paper. 
Hamilton Place, June 13th, 1813. 








No. CXXIX. 


Memoranpum of a Conversation between the Lorps Liverproor, 
Bucxincuamsuire, and CasrLeREaGH, and a Deputartion of the 
Court of Directors, consisting of the Cuarrman, Deputy 
Cuarrman, Str Hocu Inexis, Mr. Minis, and Mr. Grant, 
on Thursday, 10th June, 1813, noticed in the preceding Minutes. 


The Chairman opened the conversation by observing, that the time was 
approaching, in which the Court of Directors must meet their Constituents on the 
subject of the important measures now depending in Parliament, respecting the 
Charter: tha‘, to enable them the better todo this, there were some very 
material points, on which it was desirable that they should have a clear under- 
standing with His Majesty’s Ministers; particularly the question respecting the 
realization of funds in this country to meet the increased demands payable 
here on account of the Indian territory, and the security of the dividend, in case 
the profits of the China trade should, from the effects of smuggling, be greatly 
inypaired, 

With regard to the first head, Ministers dwelt upon the necessity of allowing 
a fair experiment to be made by the private merchants, and not using the power 
of the Company to cramp the efforts of individuals, and particularly not to carry 
ona losing trade for the purpose of remittance. 

To this it was answered, that the Company ought to be allowed te use their 
own resources in their own way; that, in doing this, they could not be stated, 
with any justice, to cramp the trade of individuals, a trade which they never 
had ; and that it would be hard to require them to furnish any part of their funds, 

an 
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‘ih order. to serve as a capital for those-individuals, which ‘also. wai not requisite 


in order to a fair experiment. 

His Majesty’s Ministers replied, that it wag not iotended to tie the Company 
down to any particular mode of remittance to meet the territorial demands here ; 
but that it would be better for the country and themselves, that they should limit 
their Indian trade. 

To this the Deputation did not assent; and a question arose about the pro- 
fits on the Company’s Indian. trade, and the funds by which it had been carried 


‘on: on Which subject the Deputation maintained, in opposition to Lord Castle- 
reagh, the arguments already used by the Court. But it was thought unnecessary 


to go at-large into the question ; and, in conclusion, Ministers declared, that if 
the Company, without any fault, of their's; were brought into difficulty by, the 


‘demands here on account of the territory, the Government would certainly feel it 


proper, under such circumstarices, to recommend to Parliainent to assist the 
Company to the extent of their resources. available in India. 

With regard to the dividend, Ministers said, that the surplus Indian revenue 
was applicable to it, as well as the commercial profits, ‘and ‘that they did not ap- 
prehend much injury from smuggling; but if any difficulty should occur, in this 
respect, it would be time enough to interfere when the difficulty occurred, 

It was suggested to His Majesty’s Ministers, that certain staple articles of 
Indian produce should be left wholly to the Company, as piece goods, raw silk, 
and indigo, and that all raw materials should be left to the private merchants : 
but this‘was opposed, as not affording the fair experiment intended ; and it was 
urged, that it would be for the interest of the Company, in the eye of the public 
and the Parliament, that they should fairly lend themselves to this trial. It was 
asserted, on the other side, that undoubtedly, if the Company were to act under 
anew Charter, they would fairly come up to the intention of the Legislature ; 
but that, én the other hand, they must not suffer from the suspicions or misrepre- 
sehtations which might arise in any quarter: and His Majesty’s Ministers ad® 
mitted, that the Company were to be at liberty to import any Indian commodi- 
ties, ‘and to afford supplies to the China investment from India; though Ministers 
also‘said, as matter of opinion, that it would be better. for the Company to 


eeudee their Indian trade, - or. to confine themselves wholly to that of China, 


which 
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which observation, advanced con: incidentally was combate by the other oe 

side. : ofa ee we eee 
Ministers, on the wet, ‘iofeseed a ee aediet to uphold the an on mn Memortn 

the proposed system, and that it was their intention to do their utmost to carry versation. 

the Charter for the term of twenty years; but stated the difficulty of accomplish- 

ing this object, especially if it were supposed that the Company did not mean te 


give the experiment intended, a-fair trial.” 





: No. CXXX. 


SECRET COURT; OF DIRECTORS," 
Held on Monday, the : Q1st ieee 1813. 


The Chairman from the Committee of Correspondence laying before the “No. * 








CXXX. 
Court a minute proposed to be submitted to the General Court to be. held. . REX. ; 
to-morrow. +. #Seoret Courky: 
“ Qist June, * 
The said minute was teas oa approved. < 1913, 
No. CXXXL 


* Minute of the Court of Dinzctors, containing an Hess of: ‘the 

Proceedings which have taken place, relative to che Renewal of the 
Company's Charter, since the 24th Murch, 1813,, noticed in the 
preceding Minute. 


«The Court of Directors have to lay before their Constituents, pn Tuesday thé eaeue 
: ‘gd instant, an account of the proceedings which have taken places relative to 
the renewal of the Company’s Charter, since the Jast meeting of the General Bechoee os 


: Ma: Court of 
No. XIU. D Court * Directors, 
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cae Court on the 24th of March, and these proceedings Will be exhibited by the fol- 
ey -Jowing documents. © ge gO TES as tg es ae 

_Mipnte of _. The Minutes at large of evidence adduced on behalf of the Company before 

-"Duscton. the Houses of Lords and Commons, between the 30th of March and the 27th of 
; “May lates eR ee ; 
we A letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Earl of Liverpool, 
- \His Majesty’s Principal Minister, dated the 27th of May last. : 
‘. a ae Minutes of a conversation between His Majesty’s Ministers and a Deputation 

” fromthe Court of Directors, on the 10th of the present month. 

A copy of the Resolutions which were conclusively passed by the House of - 

. Commons on the 16th of the present month, containing the terms on which the 

_Company’s Charter should be renewed, and which Resolutions have since been 
communicated by the House of Commons to the House of Lords, for their Lord- 

* ghips’ consideration. » ae. . ; 

.. ‘These documents, with the various papers previously submitted to the Pro- 
prigtors, will bring under their view the whole of the negociations and proceed- 
ings, concerning the most important business now in question. vi 
: Tt is obvious, ‘that the grand point in dispute between His Majesty’s Govern- 

* ment and the Company, has been the opening ofthe. trade to and from India to 
_ the Out-ports of the United Kingdom. . al 
Against this novel and alarming measure the Company have argued, first and 
chiefly, on political grounds, but also on weighty considerations of a commercial 
~ nature, insisting mainly,— fe bat Es a, 
1st.—On the dangers to which the people and Government of British 
‘India, and the inhabitants of the Eastern Islands, would be exposed, bya . 
-large and continued influx of Euro,eans into those countries 5 
2dly.—On the injuries to which the Company’s China trade would be 
subjected by a great resort of British vessels to the Eastern Seas, and by the 
consequent smuggling of the valuable article of tea into the British domi- 

“ ‘pions and to other patts of Europe,‘to the diminution of the Company’s 
profits on that trade, on which profits the payment of the dividend on their 
capital stock, and hence their efficiency for the performance of the political 
functions assigned to them, essentially depend. a 





4 


3dly. 


, cea) 
"+. -Bdly.—On ‘the evils which would result from interfering with, and. ~ No. 
. thereby breaking dows, the long established system of the Company's pub- oe goers 
ic salesat home: evils affecting, not only the interests and property of the, Minute of 
Company, but those of the very numerous descriptions of persons and estab- Bae ‘. 
Jishments connected with their system ; and * ee, re 
Athly.—-On the encreased demands on the Company's finandes ‘at hottie”. 
by the recent transfer to England of very large annual payments on account, 
of the principal or interest ‘of the territcrial dgbt ; which payments require aug~:: 
mented investments from India, to serve as a provision for them here; whereas - 
_ the opening of the trade goes to prevent an increase of sales on account of the 
Company at home ; and the danger of a defalcation in the Company's funds 
there to meet this political object, forms an’ additional reason against: bper- + 
_ ing the trade, and an additional difficulty in. the execution of the system. 


x 


|. proposed by the terms of the new Charter. pon Ses ‘east 
_+ All these objections, separately and collectively so strong, have been sup- 
-ported by an argument fundamental in itself, that there was not the stnallest’ 
probability of introducing, in any material degree, the use of the manufactures: 
.of this country among the native population of India, no such effect having been « 
.produced by the commerce of three centuries between Europeans and the East’; 
nor in our own experience in the last twenty years, when the trade has been 
sufficiently open for experiment, has there been any sensible augmentation of 
our exports to India for-native consumption, the increase having been in articles 
"for the use of Europeans. © < a = 
This: argument, and the objections contained under the first three of the 
eforegoing heads, have been abundantly confirmed by the- body of evidence 
which has been adduced by the Company before the two Houses of Parliarhent s. 
.evidence so great in its amount, so excellent in its matter, and so conclusive in its 
.facts, as whilst it does the highest honour to the servants of the Company, ‘and 
to the intelligence of other gentlemen who have lived undér their Government 
_abroad, or are employed.in public situations at home, triumphantly, and with- 
:out any counterpoising evidence, establishes the casé of the Company as main- 
stained in their correspondence with His Majesty's Ministers.” : 
_ With regard to the fourth head of objection above-mentioned, which is of more 


D2. Pee ; . recent 
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tecent dccurrence, the elucidation of it depends upon estimates and: Galeulaons 
of the receipts and payments of the Company at home; and these have been 
‘formed by experienced officers, on such data as give the best result which can 
be expected, in a case where some things cont! ngcat are to be stated as of a de- 


‘terminate , amount. 


‘Therexpectation of a vast accession of new sources of commerce for this coun- 
By. having bgen the original cause of attack upon the Company’s privileges, it 

med an afgravation of their case, that the reduction of those privileges 
should stil be insisted on, after it had been shewn that there was no rational 
prospect of any such commercial ady antages. 

But, i in order to afford the fullest opening for a new and still larger experiment 
on this head, if all the past should not be deemed sufficient, it was proposed, on 
the part.ofthe Company, that the trade to and from India should, for a time 
sufficient, be open to all .the ships and subjects of the kingdom, to and from 
the port of London only, passing through the warehouses of the Company: an 
enlargement which, though far greater than has ever yet-been made, might 


‘be tried without breaking | down the commercial system of the Company. . 


‘All'the arguments and evidences, however, produced by the Company, re. 
jnaining, as they still do, unanswered, have not sufficed to uphold their cause; 
nor has the reasonable proposal, just mentioned, been at all regarded. Popular 
prejudices and popular interests, ill understood, have prevailed to introduce into 
the propositions for the new Charter, conditions which essentially alter the 
System under which the Company has subsisted more than two centuries; con- 
ditions which will very materially abridge the commercial privileges of the Com- 
pany, and may be expected, also, proportionably to impair the.efficiency of their 
administration. : 

Tt is proper, therefore, to view more distinctly the situation in which the 
Resolutions passed by the House of Commons propose to place the Company, 
omitting the notice of minor points, as not necessary to the present purpose, and 
attending only to articles of chief i importance. ng ‘ 

The Political administration of British India to be continued to othe 
Company’ for the further term of twenty years, with no material alteration 
of the conditions on which it was given by the Charter of 1793; together 
‘with the government of the Indian army. The 
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_. "Phe monopoly of the trade to and from Chisi-to be also. continued to = No, 
~, the Company, for the saixie further term of twenty’ years; but it appears @AXNT. 
that China commodities, tea excepted, may be introduced into this country- Minute of 
circuitonsly. a : : Sgn oe 
The surplus revenue of, India to be, among other purposes, applicable 
to the provision of the Company’s investments; but this to be subject iéthe . 
discretion of the Board of Controul. Oot as 
Fyom the sales of goods and the profits arising from private and privt- ’ 
leged trade, or from any other source, after payment of bills alread ytaccepted, 
and provision for current payments (the bond debt in England excepted), 
and after payntent of interest and commercial charges and expences, a bivi- 
dend of ten and a half per cent. shall be paid on the present or any future 
capital stock of the Company. ; ae 
After the reduction of the territorial debt to ten millions sterling, and 
the home bond debt to three millions sterling, all surplusses of revenue and 
trade, after satisfying the appropriations recited in the Resolutions, to be set 
apart, and accumulate as a security for the capital stock of the Company, until 
“the same shall amount to twelve millions sterling. Of any futher accumu- - 
lation, the public to have five-sixths and the Company one-sixth. : 
_'The.number of His Majesty’s troops in India, to be in future main- 
tained by the Company, shall be limited. *: 
The Company no longer possess any exclusive privilege in the trade to 
and from India, though they are still to have the right of continuing their 
investments to and from that country; but all privaie ships, of not less than 
350 tons burthen, may be permitted to proceed from any port.in the United 
Kingdom to.any place within the limits of the Company’s Charter, and to 
return to the Out-ports’ as welf as London : such ships to go first to one of 
. the Company’s principal settlements in India, being furnished, 7¢ jure, with 
alicence from the Court of Directors.’ Ships which are ty proceed ‘thence 
to other parts being also furnished with licences by the Court, with the ap- 
probation of the Board,—and if not given of their own choice, to be given by 
direction of the Board of Controul; and ships may be licenced to proceed to- 
any place within the limits of the Company’s Charter by the especial autho- 


rity 
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rity of the said Baad it being understood that licences to places not lying 
between the longitude of the Indus and of Prince of Wales Island are to be 
granted by the Board without the intervention of the Company. 

That the Court of Directors shall also, on application of any person, 
to proceed to India, either license such person, ot the Board of Controul 

4 _ may do so, if it think fit; and that the Court shall grant a certificate, in a 
form prescribed by the said Board, signifying that such person has proceeded 
under the sanction of the Court ;“and that all such certificates shall protect 
the persons to whom they are given, in their several pursuits in India, 
whilst they conduct themselves properly. 

The Company to separate entirely the accounts relating to their terri- 
torial and political affairs from those of a commercial nature, and the 
arrangement of accounts to be thus made shall be submitted to the appro- 
bation of the Board of Controul. 

From this short, but it is believed, correct recapitulation, it is evident, 
That all the enlargements at first required by the Out-ports, in the trade to 
and from India, are granted under certain modifications ; and that private ships 
and individuals may proceed thither, without any power of limitation on. the 
part of the Company, the discretion of such limitation being exclusively vested 
in the Board of Control. ‘That the Company’s Indian trade, and indeed 
their China trade also, is subject to be limited entirely by their commercial 
capital and means, any aid to be derived from the surplus revenues being left to 
depend on the discretion of the Board of Controul: on which head it is to be 
observed, that although, during the period of the last Charter, the territory, 
instead of furnishing any capital for the commerce, has, on the whole, been 
considerably indebted to it; yet the interchanges and mutual aids afforded by 
the one to the other, from time to time, have proved very advantageous to both. 
———And that it appears further the intention of His Majesty's Government, — 
ot to permit an extension of the Indian investment beyond the present, scale, 
| at by the commercial means of the Company, although the increased demands 
on their home’ treasury for the discharge of territorial debt, will require large 
encreased supplies from India to England; the reason assigned for this intention 


being, that they would not have the experiment of a free trade interrupted, or, 
as 








# 
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as it was expressed, overlayed by the weight of the capital of a great Company : 
atthouglrjt is not for any such purpose, but for the supply of their own necessary 
occasions, that an increase in the Indian trade is contemplated by the Company : 
and it seems hard that, instead of being permitted to use their own funds for this 
end, the idea should be entertained, as it appears to be, of making these funds 

available to aid the capital of new adventurers in this trade. : 
These great changes will lay the Company open to the dangers they at first 
apprehended ; namely, an invasion of their China trade by the smuggling of 
tea; embarrassment and difficulty in making provision at home for the, punctual 
“Jschatge of the increased demands payable there on account of the Indian 
rritory ; breaking down or destroying the benefit of the Company's system of 
public periodical sales at home, and, as a consequence of this, superseding the 
use, and greatly reducing the value, of several parts of the Company’s present 
establishment of shipping, of warehouses, and other dependencies of their com- 
mercial system ; exposing the Company to continual misrepresentations from the 
new adventurers, and continual assaults on their remaining privileges, proceed~ 
ings which may be expected to involvetheir Executive Body, and their servants, in 
frequent disputes and conflicts, injurious to the conduct of the Company’s affairs: 
and to their reputation in this country, where popular prejudice has already done 

so much injustice to their cause. 

On the other hand, in so momentous a crisis the Court of Directors ought 
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to conceal nothing which may be properly urged on the other side ; and it seems 


fair to admit, that, in consequence of the irresistible weight of reasoning and of 


evidence which have been adduced since the delusive hopes of unbounded fields 


” of commerce in the East first burst forth, the general opinion of commercial men 


appears, at length, to be so much sobered and lowered on that head, as to render 
it probable that there will be no great spirit of adventure, no rushing of numerous 


-----ghips to the Eastern Seas on the opening of the trade, consequently thatthe 


dangers at first reasonably apprehended on this score, from the enthusiasm then 
prevalent, will be proportionably reduced: and if, after all, contrary to present 
probability, the Company's China profits should be so much deteriorated in con- 


sequence of smuggling, as to affect the fund for their dividend, this consequence 
; : _ having 


4 
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having been’ so distinctly pointed out to His Majesty’s Ministers and to Pavlia- 
‘ment; the public will be equitably bound to make eesnion to the C Hapeey’ for 
‘the injury they may thus sustain. fess gh i 








With respect to the financial danger to which the Cparaity may be sub- 
jected at home, it will be seen that His Majesty’s Ministers, in the late conference ~ 


with them, have Bone so far as to declare, that if embarrassment in this way 
“should arise without the fault of the Company, they will use their influence with 


' Parliament to afford the necessary rélief, as far as us Company: possess equiva, 


Jent meahs in India. 

Supposing, however, from the circumstances now mentioned, the commer- 
cial profits and the home funds of the Company to be preserved from falling 
into a state that would interrupt the currency of their affairs, it is still to be 
expected that from so great a change as the opening of the Indian trade, from 


; the dispositions of the new adventurers, the restrictions on the Company’ s Indian 


investment, and the interference with their public sales, very serious derange- 


ments and inconveniences must ensue; and of these evils the executive body 
may reckon on experiencing a full share. A distinction, ‘howéver,. may equi- 
tably be’allowed bétween such disadvatitages es would niilitate’ essentially agaisat 
the Company’s system, and those which would prove only of an inferior natares 
and-perhaps some distinction may be made between the Company’s undertaking 
to execute a system proposed by themselves, anda ae ‘prescribed to them by 
the will of the Legislature, : 
On a question, however, of such unspeakable importance as the present, 


all the interests beM#nging to it, or connected with'it, ought to be brought-into 
- view; not only the interest of the Proprietors, which is the nearest and moét 


immediate concern ; not only the numerous interests belonging to, or connected 
with, the Company at home ; but the interests of the Indian empire which they 
have raised, and its vast native population which has flourished so much under 


‘their government; and-the interests of the civil and military servants who: have 


administered so excellently, and with a character that adds lustre to the British 


name, the affairs of that empire; the peculiar constitution and genius, also, of 


the system from which such. great effects have arisen, and which seems- alooe 


fitted 
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fitted to continne thet; nor let the Company be supposed, on such an occasion, 
to leave ‘out of their contemplation what has always been an object of their 
regard, the interests of the United Kingdom at large. . 

Upon all these considerations, with the others here mentioned, and upon 
the fitness of the Company’s situation at the present moment for a final settle- 
ment with the public, the Proprietors, to whom the Executive Body, without 
presuming to interpose any opinion of their own, respectfully submit this short 
exposition, will have to determine. _ 


a 
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No. CXXXIL. : 
AT A . 
GENERAL COURT, 


OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING 


TO THE EAST-INDIES, 


Held on Tuesday, the 22d June, 1813.- . 


The Chairman acquainted the Court, that the Court of Directors had com= 
municated to Sir Hugh Inglis, the unanimous resolution of the General Court 
of the 24th March last, requesting his aid and assistance, during the remainder 
of the negociation for a renewal of the Company’s Charter. . 

Sir Hugh’s letter, in reply, was read. : : 
~The Chairman also acquainted the Court, that it was specially summoned, 
in consequence of the reason which the Court of. Directors had to expect, that 
previously to this day the opinion of the Honourable the House of Commons, 
upon the subject of the Company’s Charter, would have been so far ascertained, 
as to enable the Court to communicate the same for the consideration of their 
Constituents. 


No. Xil, E The 


No. 
CXXxXI. 





Minute of 
the Court of 
Directors, 


No. 
CXXXIL 
General 
Court, 
22d June, 
1813. 
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No. The Chairman then laid before the Court a copy of the Resolations of. the 
CXXXIL House of Commons, as to the affairs: of the East-India Company, upon which. 
~ General the Bill introduced into that House has been framed, and the same were read: 

Pape The Chairman further laid before the Court the undermentioned papers, | 

1913, which were read, viz. 

A letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Earl of Liverpool, 
of the 97th May last. 

Letter from the Earl of Liverpool in reply, dated the ag of the same month, 

Minutes of a Conversation between His Majesty’s Ministers and a Deputa- 
‘tion from the Court of Directors, on the 10th of the present month, 

Note from the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Chairman, dated the 13th 
instant. ame 

Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, dated the 21st instant, containing, 

An account of the proceedings which have taken place relative to the re- 
newal of the Company’s Charter since the last meeting of the General Court, on. 
the 24th March. 

The Chairman likéwise laid before the Court the minutes at atilatge of the: 
evidence adduced onaehalf of the Company ‘before the Houses of Lords and 
Commons, between the 30th of March and 27th of May last, which have been. 
printed and delivered to the Proprietors. — 

The Court then proceeded to take the above papers into consideration; 
when; after a debate of considerable length, 

It was . 

"Resolved; That the facther consideration thereof be adjourned till Salday 
next, the 26th instant. . ae o 

The Court then adjourned accordingly. 


No. CXXXIII. 


_.. Resonutiows (communicated by the Honorable the Housz or Com- 
mons to the Right Honorable the Houss or Lorps at a Conference) 
respecting the Affairs of the East Inpia Company. 


Resolwed, ‘That it is expedient that all the privileges, authorities, andimmu- _No. 
nities granted to the United Company of Merchants-trading to the East Indies, ©XXXII- 





ace by virtue of any Act or Acts of Parliament now in force, and all rules, regula~ Resolutions 


‘tions and clauses affecting the same, shall continue and be in force for a further pe ai 


Term of twenty years; except as far as the same may hereinafter be modified 
‘and repealed. a : 
Resoleed, That the existing Restraints respecting the commercial intercourse 
-with China, shall be continued, and that the exclusive trade in Tea shall be’ 
preserved to the said Company during the period aforesaitl. - ; 

” Resolved, That subject to the provisions contained in the preceding 
‘Resolution, it shall be lawful for any of ‘His Majesty’s subjects ‘to export 
any goods, warés or mterchandize, which can riow, or’ may hereafter be 
‘legally exported from any port in the United Kingdom to any port within 
the limits of the Charter of the said Company, as hereinafter provided, . 
‘nd that alls hips navigated according to Law, proceeding froni any port 
within the limits of the Company's Charter, and being provided’ with regolar 
manifests from the last port of clearance, shall respectively be permitted to import 
_any. goods, wares or merchandize, the product and manufacture of any countries 

. within the said limits, into any ports in the United Kingdom which may be pro- 
vided with warehouses, together with wet docks or basins, or such other secu- 
Tities as shall, in the judgment of the Commissioners of the Treasury in Great 
Britain and Ireland respectively, be fit and proper for the deposit and safe cus- 


tody of all such goods, wares and merchandize, as well as for the collection of all 
. E2 duties 


“No. 


CXXXIIL 


Resolutions 
of the House 
of Commons.. 
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duties payable thereon, and shall have been so declared by the Orders of His 
Majesty in Council in Great Britain, or by the -Order of the Lord Lieutenant 
in Council in Ireland : Provided always, that copies of all such Orders in Councit 
shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament in the Session next ensuing. 

Provided also, that no ship or vessel of less than 350 Tons, registered measure- 
ment, shall be permitted to clear out from any port in the United Kingdom, for 
any port or place within the limits aforesaid, or be ddmitted to entry insey 
port of the United Kingdom, from any place within those limits. ‘ 

Provided also, That no ship or vessel shall proceed to any’ place within the- 
limits of the Company’s Charter, without a licence to be granted for that purposes: 
and that no ship or vessel clearing out from.any port within the United Kingdom, 
shall proceed to any port or place within the limits of the Company's Charter, 
and under the government of the said Company, except to one of their principal 
settlements of Fort William, Fort St. George, Bombay, and Prince of Wales’s 
Island ; and that every ship so proceeding shall. be furnished withia licence for’ 
that purpose from the Court of Directors. 

Provided always, That nothing herein: contained shall be construed to‘ prevent 
any ship or vessel*from proceeding to any-place-upon the Continent of Asia, 
between the river Indus and the nearest point to Prince of Wales’s. Island, and 
not one of the principal Settlements under the especial authority of the Com- 
missioners for the Affairs of India, but that all applications. for licences. to pro-. 
ceed to any such place shall be made to the Court of Directors, who, unless 
they shall have thought fit to grant the same, shall, within fourteen days from 
the. date thereof, transmit the same to. the: Board of Commissioners fur the 
Affairs of India, with any representation which the said Court may think proper 
to make upon the subject of such application; and that the said Court, if’ 
directed so to do by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, shall issue their 
licence or licences accordingly. E 

Provided also, That no ship or vessel clearing out from any port within the 
United Kingdom shall proceed to any port or place within the limits of the 
Charter of the said Company, and not being upon the Continent of Asia, bee 
tween the river Indus and the nearest point to Prince of Wales’s Island, without: 

a4 
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a Ticewce from the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, and that the said ___No: 
uses : . ‘ - CXXXUD 
Commissioners shall, from time to time, make known the rules ‘and regulations 


—_—— 


ander which such licences shall be granted, and that, in any case of such licence Resolutions 
being granted, otherwise than under. such rules and regulations, the special or ene ome 
circumstances under which such licence shall: have been granted shall be recorded 
in the books of the office of the said Commissioners. & ; 
Provided also, That no ship shall be permitted to clear out from any port of 
the Uuited Kingdom for India, unless attested Jists in duplicate shall have been 
delivered to the principal Officer of the Customs at the port of clearance, speeify- 
ing the number and description of all persons embarked on board: of the said 
ship, and all arms laden therein; and that: all persons ‘proceeding -upon such 
an ~ships shall, upon their arrival in-Tadia, “be subject to all the existing regulations 
of the local governaents, “asd tial other-tules and regulations that may here+ 
after be established,:with regard to the European subjects of His Majesty, 
resident in India. 
Provided also, That upon any application made to the Court of Directors, by 
‘or on behalf of any person desirous of proceeding to India, the Court of Directors 
(unless they shall think fi¢ to grant a licence for that purpose) shall transmit 
every such application; within the term of one month from the delivery thereof, 
to the Commissioners for the Affairs of India; who, if they shall see no objection 
thereto, may, and they are’ hereby authorized to direct that such person or 
persons should, at the special-eharge of him or them, be permitted to proceed to 
India; and that any such person or:persons so desiring to proceed, shall be 
furnished with a certificate by the Court of. Directors, according to such form as 
shall be prescribed. by the said Comshissioners, signifying that such person or 
persons have so proceeded with the cognigaues.and under the sanction of the 
said Court of Directors ; and that ail suéh ‘sestifieates shall be considered by the 
* Governments in India as entitling such persons; while they shall properly con+ 
duct themselves, to. countenance and protection. in their, several pursuits; subject 
to all such provisions and restrictions as now are dig:fggce, or. may hereafier be: 
yudged necessary with regard to persons residing bs ‘Andina, iprovided always,” 
that the said Court shall be at liberty to offer. such ieepempestations. to the said 
0) PSs Commissioners 
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CXXSIL, Commissioners, ‘respecting persons so applying for permission to reside in Indig, 
—— ° as.they may at any time think proper, 
Resolutions -Provided also, That nosuch ship which shall have praneedad as aforesaid, 
of the House 
..of Commons. Shall be admitted to entry in any port of the United Kingdom, without a regular 
‘Manifest, duly certified, Some to such regulations as may hereafter be 
-enacted. : 
Provided also, That no article manufactured of silk, faite or cotton wool, 
-or any mixture thereof, shall be entered-or taken out of any warehouse, except for 
exportation, unless the same shall have been brought into the Port of London, 
-and deposited in the warehouses of the said United Company ; and: that all such 
articles shall by them be exposed to public sale by auction, in order to ascertain 
:the duties payable thereupon ; and in all other Ports, as wellas the Port of London, ~~~ 
‘such articles, when entered and-taken out for exportation, shall’ be charged 
aceording to their value, under the regulations legally applicable in other cases 
to duties payable ad valorem. 5 
Provided also, That on the return of every ship ese India, lists of her Crew 
specifying the number and description of all persons embarked on board the 
-said ship, and all arms laden therein, shall ba delivered to an officer of the 
Customs at the first port at which she shall arrive, and shall be by him trans- 
mitted to the Court of Directors, according to and subject to such provisions as 
vmay be made, with a view to the discovery of any British subject who may 
shave gone to, or remained in India contrary to law. ~ 

Resolved, That as long as ‘the Government of India shall be administered 
-under the authority of the said Company, according to the provisions, limitations 
‘and regulations hereafter to be enaetcd, the rents, revenues, and profits arising 
‘from the territorial acquisitions in India, shall, after defraying the expenses of 
-collecting. the same, with the several charges and stipulated payments to which — 
the revenues are subject, be applied and disposed ‘of, according to the — 
-order of preference :— 

“In the first place, in defraying all the eharges and expenses of raising ad 
-maintaining the forces, as well European as Native, artillery and marine, .on the 
-establishments in India, and of maintaining the forts and garrisons there, and 

, providing 


A 
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providing “warlike and naval stores’: Secoridly, in’ the payment of the interest ea 
accruing on the debts owing, or which may hereafter be incurred by the said ~_. ‘ 
Company in India: Thirdly, in defraying the civil and commercial establishments Resolutions 
at the several settlements there ¥ Fourtbly,: that the whole or any: part of any of ee 
" gurplus: that may remain of the above described rents, revenues, and profits, ; : 
after providing for the several appropriations, and defraying the several charges: 
before mentioned, sha}l be applied to the provision of the Company's investment: 
in India, in remittances to China for the provision. of investments there, or: 
towards the liquidation of debts in India, or such other purposes as the Court of: 
Directors, with the approbation of the Board of Commissioners, shall from time: 
to time direct. * * ec ree eC Ge et a ae a 
>. Provided always,.That the appropriation aforesaid shall not extend, or be con-» 
 gtrucd to extend,. to-prejudice’ or affect the undoubted Sovereignty of the Crowns 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; in and over the said terti-a 
torial acquisitions ;. nor-to preclude the said United Company from the enjoyment:: 
- of, or claim:to, any rights of property they now have, or to which they may here-- 
after. be entitled, within the territories aforesaid.) © 60% ++ ee ab pet ats 
wit: Resolved, That the receipts into the Company's treasury in England, 
from ‘the ‘proceeds of the sales of their goods, and. from the profits arising: 
from. private and, privileged trade, or in any other manner,-shall be applied: 
and: disposed’ of as follows:—First, in payment of Bills of Exchange al-» 
ready accepted by the Company, as the same shall become due:.Secondly,. 
for the current payment of: debts (the principal of the bond debt-in England: 
always excepted) a8 well as interest, and the commercial charges: and expenses< 
of the said Company :- Thirdly, in payment of a dividend of ten pounds per cent. 
on the present, or any futureamount of the capital stock of the said Company 5+ 
alga inthe payment.of a further dividend of ten shillings per cent. upon such. 
capital stock, atter the separate fund upon which the same was originally charged. 
by the 124th clause of the 33d Geo. IH. cap. 52, shall have been exhausted 5. 
the said payments respectively to be made half-yearly ; Fourthly, in the reduc-.. 
tion.of the principal of the debt in India, or of the bond debt at home, as the« 
Beth Sth ge ; ee? Courts 


Meet 
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cx nS, Court of Directors, with the approbation of the Board of Commissioners, shall 
—— from time to time direct. 
ae Resolved, That when the principal of the debt bearing interest in India 
ofCommons, Shall have been reduced to the sum of ten millions of pounds sterling, 
calculated at the exchange of 2s. the Bengal current rupee; 8s. the Madras 
pagoda; and .2s. 3d. the Bombay rupee; and the bonded debt in England 
shall have been reduced to the sum of three millions of pounds sterling ; 
then and thereafter the surplus proceeds which shall be found to arise from 
the revefiues of India, and the profits upon the trade, after providing for the 
payments aforesaid, shall be applied to- the mote speedy repayment of the 
capital of any public funds or securities which have been, or may te creat- 
ed for the use of the said Company, the charges of which have been, or-.—~ 
may be directed to be borne by the said Company, in virtue of any-Act or Acts 
of Parliament; and that any further surplus that may-arise~Shall be set apart 
and from time to time paid into the receipt of His Majesty’s Exchequer, to be 
applied as Parliament shall direct, without ‘any interest to be paid to the Com- - 
pany, in respect or for the use thereof; but nevertheless to be considered and 
declared as an effectual security to the said Company, for the capital stock of the 
_ said Company, and for the dividend of 103 per cent. per annum, in respect 
thereof, not exceeding the sum of twelve millions of pounds sterling ; and that 
of the excess of such payments, if any, beyond the said amount of twelve 
millions, one sixth part shall, from time to time, be r served and retained by the 
said Company for their own use and benefit, and the remaining five-sixths shall 
be deemed and declared the property of the Public, and at the disposal of 





‘ Parliament. 
Provided also, That if the Company’: debts in India, after the same shall 

have been reduced to £10,000,000 sterling, shall be again increased beyond that 
amount, or if their bond debt in England, after the same shall have been reduced 

tu £3,000,000, shall be again increased beyond that sum, then, and so often 

as either of these cases shall happen, the surplus proceeds shall be appropriated 

to the reduction of such new debts respectively, until the debts in India shall be 

again 
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again reduced to .£10,000,000 sterling, and the bond debt in England to 
£3,000,000 sterling. , 

Resolved, That the said Company shall direct and order their books 
of account, at their several Presidencies and Settlements in India, at their 
factory in China, at the Island of St. Helena, or elsewhere, and also in 
England, to be so kept and arranged, as that the same shall contain and 
exhibit the receipts, disbursements, debts and assets, appertaining ‘to, or 


connected with, the territorial, political, and commercial branches of their: 
affairs ; and that the same shall be made up in such manner that the sgid books- 


shall contain and exhibit the accounts of the territorial and political departments, 
separately and distinctly from such as appertain to, or are connected with, the 
commercial branch of their affaits ; and that the arrangement of accounts, so to 
be matty.shall be submitted to the approbation and sanction of the Board of 
Commissioners for-the Affaits of I ndia. 

Resolved, That .it is expedient te make provision for further limiting ‘the 
granting of gratuities and pensions ’to officers, civil and military, or increasing 
the same, or creating any new establishments at home, im such manner as may 
effectually protect the funds of the satd Company. 


Resolved, That all vacancies happening in the office of Governor General: 


of Fort William in Bengal, or of Governor of either of the Company’s Presi- 
dencies or Settlements of Fort St, George, or Bombay, or of Governor of 
the Forts and Garrisons of Fort William, Kort St. George, or Bombay, or of 
Commander in Chief of all the Forces in India, or of any provincial Com- 
mander in Chief of the Forces there, shall continue to be filled up and 
supplied by the Court of Directors of the said United Company, subject, 
nevertheless, to the approbation of His Majesty, to be signified in writing 
under His Royal Sign Manual, countersigned by the President of the Board of 
~ Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 

Resolved, That the number of His Majesty’s feapei in India to be in future 
maintained by the said Company, be limited ; and that any augmentation of 
force exceeding the number so to be limited, shall, unless enrployed at the 
express requisition of the said Company, be at the public charge. 

“No. XIL E ® Resolved, 
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Resolved, That it is expedient that the Church Establishment in’ the 
British territories in the East Indies, should be placed under the superintendence 
of a Bishop and three Archdeacons; and that adequate provision should be 
made, from the territorial revenues of India, for their maintenance: 

Resolved, That it: is expedient’ that the statutes and regulations framed, 
or to be framed, by the Court of Directors, for the good government of the 
College established by the East India Conpaay: in the County: of Hertford, 
and of the Military Seminary of the said Company, in the County of Surrey, as 
well as the establishment of offices connected therewith, or the appointnient of 
persons to fill sach offices, be subject to the controul and regulation of the 
€ommissioners for the Affairs of India; and that the power and authority of the 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of Indi, shall be constraed' to extend — 
to. the issuing or sending orders or instructions to the Court of Directd¥s, for 
the purpose of their being transmitted to India, respectitiy the rules and’ 
regulations and establishments of the respective Colleges at Calcutta and Forty 
St. George, or-any other Seminaries which thay be Hereafter eaeaiahieg unde 
the authority of the. locét Governments. ; 

Provided always, That no Writet:shall by ‘ppdinted into “thie Service of the” 
ssid Company, at any. of the Piesidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George, 
and Bombay, who shal} not have seceived & Coutse of Instruction at is said 
College of Fertford. 


“ 


wo 
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No. CXXXIV. 


Birr for continuing in The East India Company, for a further Term, 


"the Possession of the British Territories in India, together with 

" certain exclusive Privileges ; for establishing further Regulations 

for the Government of the said Territories, and the hetttr ddmi- 

nistration of Justice within the same ; and for regulating the Trade 

_ to, and from, the Places within the Limits of the eae eas uk ys 8 
Lgoter. , Pst June 1813.] 


ee 
F Wuereas, by an Adtotihe Parliament of Great Britain, pasied i in the thirty« 
third year of Lis present Majesty’s ‘Reign, for continuing in the East India 
Company, for a further term, the possession of.the British Territories in India,toge- 
ther with their éxclusive trade, under certain limitations, and for other purposes ; 
tthe possession and government of the British Territories in India, together with an 
exclusive :traile .in, to;.and from, the East Indies, and other the limits described 
in.an Act made in the ninth year.of the reign of King William the Third, or in 


a certain Charter of the fifth day of September in the tenth year of the same : 


King, were continued in the United Company of Merchants of England trad- 


Preamble. 
33 Geo. IIL. ¢.52. 
als 7le | 


* 


9 & 10 Wm, IL. 
a. 


. 


"ing to the East Indies, for a term thereby limited, under certain aa and 


conditions: « 

“And whereas, by an-Act of the Parliament of Ireland, passed in the same thirty- 
"shied -year of .His present .Majesty’s reign, for regulating the trade of Ireland to, 
and'from, the East Indies, under-certain conditions and provisions, :for a-time 
- therein-mentioned, the .exclusive privileges granted to the said United Company 
tby the said Act.of the Parliament of Great Britain, were. confirmed, subject to cer- 
tain-conditions and restrictions : : 

_And whereas it is expedient that the fertitotial acquisitions ‘mentioned in 
the said :Act.of. ip Parliament. of Great Britain of the ey thi year of His 

F2 present 


Trish Stat, 
$3 Geo. 1; 31, 
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present Majesty, together with such other territorial acquisitions on the continent 
of Asia, as are now in the possession and under the government of the said 
United Company, with the revenues thereof, should, without prejudice to the 
undoubted sovereignty of the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, in and over the same, or to anv claim of the said United Company 
to any rights of property therein, remain in the possession and under the.govern- 
ment of the said United Company, for a further term; subject to such powers 
and ‘authorities for the superintendence, direction. and controul over all acts, 
operations, and concerns, which relate to the civil or military government or 
revenues of the said tegrirories, and to such further. or other powers, authorities, 
rules, regulations, and restrictions, as have been already made or provided, by 
any Act or Acts of Parliament in that behalf, or as now are, or hereafier-shall be 
made, and provided by the authority of Parliament: a 


eee 


And whereas it is expedient that from and after the _, _-- 


. the right of trading, trafficking, and 
adventuring in, to, and from, all ports and places within the limits of the said 
United Company’s present Charter; save and except the dominions of the. Em= 
peror of China ; should be open to all His Majesty’s subjects, in.common with: 
the said United Company, subject to certain regulations and provisions; but that. 
the existing restraints respecting the commercial intercourse with China should 
be continued, and the exclusive trade in tea preserved to the said Company, 


Pad 
during the further term hereby limited : 


May it therefore please Your Mayzsry, 
bela territorial That it may be enacted ; and be it enacted by the King’s most excellent Ma: 
sitions Im . : : - oe s 
“Todia, with late jesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
acquisitions on the and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
continent of Asia, 


tocontinueinthe same, That the territorial acquisitions mentioned in the said. Act of the thirty- 
government of the 


Fast India Com- third-year of His present Majesty, together with such of the territorial acqui+ 
pany, fora further sitions, since obtained upon the continent of Asia, as are now in the possession 


an of, and under the government of the said United Company, with the revenues. 
thereof respd@tively, shall remain and continue in the possession and under. the 


government 


t Cc $55 )y 
- government of the said United Company, for a further term, to’ be computed 

from the said 

until the same shall be determined, by virtue of the proviso hereinafter con- 

tained. ; - ¢ 

And be it further enacted, That the sole and exclusive right of trading, peemion at es 
trafficking, and using the business of merchandize, in, to, and from, the dominions of other acts not 
of the Emperor of China ;.and the whole, sole, and exclusive right of trading aii ie 
and trafficking in Tea, in, to, and from, all islands, ports, havens, coasts, cities, act, continued, 
towns, and places, between the Capé of Good Hope and the Streights of Ma. 
gellan, in such manner as the-same rights now are or lawfully ma? be exercised 
or enjoyed by the said United Company, by virtue of any Act or Charter now in 
force, but not further or otherwise; and all and singular the profits, benefits, 

» aFPimagagprvege, franchises, abilities, capacities, powers, authorities, rights, 
remedies, méthads gf suit, penalties, forfeitures, disabilities, provisions, matters, 
and things whatsoever, granted to or vested in the said Company by the said Acts 
of the thirty-third year of lis present Majesty, or either of them, for and during 
the term limited by the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, and all other 
“the enactments, provisions, matters and things contained in the said Acts of the 
“thirty-third year of his present Majesty, or in any other Act or Acts whatsoever, 
which are limited, or may be construed to be limited, to continue for and ‘during 
the term granted to the said Company by the said Act of the Parliament of Great 

Britain of the thirty-third year of his present Majesty, so far as the same, or any 

‘of them are in force, and not repealed by or repugnant to this Act, shall continue 
,and be in force during the further term hereby granted to the said Company; sub- ; 7 
ject to such alterations thegein as may be made by any of the enactments, provi-. 

sions, matters, and things in this Act contained. 

Provided always, and be it further enacted, That at any time: upon On the expiration 
years notice to be given by Parliament after the notice by Parlie- 

2 A ° ; : and upon mens any time 
payment made to the said United Company, of any sum or sums of money, payment of vibet 
which according to the provisions of a certain Act of the thirty-third year of the ' aati ope F 
reign of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for placing the Stock, called Lye heir exchie 
® Hast India Annuities, under the management of the Governor and Company “6 trade to ceace 


and be determined, 
“ of 


. the Company, or 


“¢ 356°) 


a3 Geo, It. c. 4y. “of the Bank of England, and engrafting the same on the three pounds per 

' * centumreduced annuities, in redemption of a debt of four millions. two. 
“ hutidred thoasand pounds, owing by the public to the East India:Company ; 

“© and for enabling the said Company to raise a sum of money by a further 
* increase of their capita! stock, to be ‘applied in discharge of certain debts of. 
“ the said Couspany,” shall or may, upon -the expiration’ 6f-the stidk 
years, become payable to the said‘Company, according to the true intent and 
meaning of the said Act, then and from thenceforth, and not before or sooner; the 
said tern hereby granted to the said United Company, and all right,« title, and, 
interest of tMe said United Company, to or in any exclusive ‘trade continued 
to the said Company under the provisions of this Act, shall cease and dé- 
termine. is an 


ee 


‘Not to determine Proyided also, That nothing in the said proviso last hereinbefore coltdined? or. 


re Gorberation of in any-proviso in the said Act of the ninth year of King Wilfam ‘the Third, or iit 


" their right to trade the said Charter of the fifth day of September in the tenth year of his xeign, or 


a 


aber "in any other Act or Charter contained, shall extend, or be construed ‘to extend 


to.determine the Corporation of the said United Company, or to hindet, prevent, 
or preclude the said Company or their successors, from darrying on at all times 
after such determination of their exclusive ‘trade:as aforesaid, a free-trade in, ‘to, 
-and from the East Indies, and limits in the said last mentioned Act’or Charter ‘con- 
tained, with all or any part of their joint stock in trade, goods, merchandizes, 
estates and effects, in common with other the subjects of his Majesty, his heir§, 
. and successors, trading’to, in, and fromthe said parts or limits. oo ane 
Notice by the And be it further enacted,eThat any notice in, writing, signified by thé. 
7 el Speaker of the House of Commons for the time being, by order of the said House,’ 


House of Commons 


to be deemed a due shall be deemed and adjudged a'due and proper notice by Parliament; to and for 
notice by Parlia- 


meut, all the ends, intents and purposes, for which any notice is by this Act ‘directed to 
“83 Geo, II. be given to the said United Company. 
c. 82. 8.75, 


: . And be it further enacted, That from and after 

Avy of His Ma. , ; é . . ° * ays Lis 
jesty's subjects may it shall and may be lawful for any of his Majesty s subjects, in common with the 
trade to and from ..* + 4 . eS? ye < - 7 : 
the United King- said United Company, to export in ships navigated according to laws from any 
dim, from and to port within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, to all ports and 
bor alae eta places within the limits hereinbefore referred to; save and except the dominions 

of. the Emperor of China ; any goods, wares, and merchandize, which can now, 


Be ne) 
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‘or may, y at any time or times hereafter be legally exported; and alsa, in common pany’s present 
with. the said Company, .to import in ships navigated as aforesaid, from any port ae eine 
| Within the limits aforesaid, save and: except as aforesaid, inté&the $aidUnited Ships navigated ac 
cording to lawy 
Kingdom, any goods, wares, and terchandize, (the product or manufacture of 
any of the countries within the said limits,) which can now, opmay ‘at any time 
or times hereafter, be legally:imported ; subject, névertheless, to the several restric- 
‘tiolisf conditions, and ‘limitations in this act contained. hk , 
. = And whereas by a certain Act passed in the twelfth year.of the reign of King 
’ Charles the Second, intituled, « ‘An Act for the encouraging and ingreasing of Navigation Aet,. 
wee Shipping g.and Navigation,” it is enacted, that no goods or pa ae a that 12 Car. II, ¢. 18, 
“dre of fureign growth, production, or manufacture, and which are to be brought ° 
_into England, Ireland, Wales, the islands of Guernsey and Jersey, or Town of 
"PRANK. -npon-Tweed,.in English buitt shipping, or other shippingbelonging to 
5 some of” raloresaid places, and navigated by English mariners, as in the said’ 
Act mentions Geshipped or brought from any other place or places, coun- 
try or countries, but only from those of the said growth, production, or manu- 
facture, or from those ports where the said goods and commodities can only be or 
; are or_usually have been first shipped for transportation, arid from some other 
* places ¢ or countries ; be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for His Majesty’ 's 
y subjécts,* in ships navigatedaccording to law, to import, under the autHority of 
this “Act, into the said United Kingdom, from all parts and places within the 
, limits of -the ‘said -Gompany’s Charter’; save and except the dominions of the 
Emperor of Chinas any goods, wares, or merchandize, the product and 
, Manufacture of any country within. the limité¥of the - said Company’s Charter, 
avant _tea,, althoogh, such ‘goods, Wwareg or merchandize may not be of the 
ass” productions or manufacture, * of the place or country from which the 
Jie shall have heen shipped or brought, or have been shipped or brought from 
“the port wheje such goods or commodities can only be, or are, or usually have 
“been, first shipped, for transportation 5 3 the said Act, in any other matter or thing 
to the contrary notwithstanding, - 2 : : 
Provided always, and be’ it further enacted, That it halt: not be lawful for None but the Cems 4 : 
any person or.persons, save only the said United Company, or such’as shall ob-. Tete import 
“tain their special leave and license in writing for that purpose, to ship, carry Tea. : 
or ésibe on hoard any aie in the East Indies or other parts within the limits aforee 
ants : : te * said, 


( 85&"} 
‘said, or to import into the said United Kingdom from any port-orplate whatsoever,’ 
. any Tea; any thing in this Act contained to the contrary notwithstanding. -, . ..- 
Nor export military Provided always, and be it further enacted, ‘That it shall not’ be lawfak, 


stores to their set- 
. Reese suse for any person or persons to carry any mijitary stores to any ‘of the said Company’s: 
nent babiveen cer. principal setélerhents, or toany place upon the continent“of Asia between the: 
re vale bad river Indus and the nearest’ point to Prince of Wales island, save only the said: 
Q export mi-” 
‘itary stores to any United Company or such as shall obtain their special‘leave and licence in wtiting . 
tee Ceres, bli for that purpose; or to any apher place -within the limits of the said Company's: S 
by licence from a Chartergsaye only such persons as shall obtain special leave and licence in writing: 
apactetery of State. for that purpose from one of His’ Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State. °* 4. x 
" Ships in’ private + Provided also, That it shall not be lawful for any private person or persons to“ 
eee ecole export any goods, wares, or merchandize, to any port or place within the limits: 
ane United King- of the said Company’s Charter, except in some ship or “ships to be cleared: out. 
Shed te Sate from some port'or ports of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and ireland, or 
foie e ronght to import any goods, wares or merchandize from any port -oF F place, within the | 
persia the United limits aforesaid, except only into such ports of the said United Kingdom as shall, 
Pa arian be provided with warehouses, together with wet docks or basins, or such other, 
ceclar.d fitby * securities as shall in the judgment of the Lord High Treasurer, ‘or of the Lords: 
Orderin Council. Commissioners of the Treasury for the time being, or any = — -\ or more of, 
them, in Great Britain and Ireland respectively, be fit and proper for the. deposit * 
and safe custody of all such goods, wares, and merchandize, as well .as for, ithe, 
collection of all duties payable thereon, and shall have -been duly declared 80, 
"to be by the Order of His Majesty in Council in Great Britain, or by the Order: 
“of the Lord Lieutenant in Council, in Ireland: Provided always, that copies, 
of all such Orders in Council to be issued as- aforesaid, shall have been published 
times at least in the London or Dublin Gazette, as the case may be ; 4 
and copies of all such orders shall be ‘aid before both Houses of Par: rament, ing, 
the session next after the issuing of the same respectivelysese |. ‘m et 
Ships not to go to Provided also, and be it further enacted, That no ship or Yessel-shall ptotied 
the poe nn to any place within the limits of the said Company’s Charter Without a.licence to 
Company's (har- be granted tor that purpose ; and that no ship or vessel clearing-out.-from any 
Serer pert within the United Kingdom, unless specially authorized as hereinafter.men- 
% tioned, shail proceed to any {port or place within‘the limits of the Company’ S 


, Charter,”, 
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Charter, exéept to one 6f their principal settlements of: Fort William, Fort St... 7 
George, ‘Bombay, and Prince of Wales Island: And when and_as often as any 
application shall be madg to the said Court of Directors for a licence on behalf of Ship going to» - 


“any ship or vessel about to proceed frem the ‘said United Kingdom to any of the government of the 
Company, must 


-said Company’s principal settlements, according to thé provisions of this Act, the go to their’ princi- 


: pal settlements, for 
paid Company shall and they are hereby required forthwith to issue their licence Mhich the Diree« 


for that purpose, according to such form as shall hereafter: be settled by the said tors shall give li« 
“Court of Directors, with the approbatiort cf the said Board of, Commissioners for “8°! 


“the Affairs of India : And when and as often as any application shall be made to But may go to sy. 
part of the conti- 
“the said Court of Directors. for a licence specially authorizing any private ship or Poe Gr Asia, bee - 


Nessel engaged i in any voyage authorjzed by this Act, to proceed to any place tween the river 
Indus and the near- 


upon the continent of Asia, between the river Indus and the Rearest point to eg point of Priuce 
Prince of Wales Island, not _ being one of the Company's “principal | settlements; ratios Island, 
‘the Court of” Directors shall, within days-from the receipt thereof, unless duhrity adied 


th vt he s to) Court of Directors . 
they shall think fit to oreompiy’' therewith, transmit the same to the Commissioners seer eae 


for the Affairs of India, together with any representation which the said Court troul; who may 
direct the Company 
-may think proper to make upon the subject of such application; and in case the bnvgtai licence, 


said Board of Commissitners shall think fit to direct the said Court of Directors 

“to issue any such licencefor licences, the said Court of Directors shall and they 

“pre hereby required forthwith to issue the same, upon such terms and conditions 

as the’ ‘said Court of Directors, with the approbation of the said Board of Com- 

; missioners, ‘shall from time t6 time think fit. an 

a Provided also, and be it farther Enacted, That no ship or vessel, except "Wo sh'pte go to 
ships and vessels belonging to or freighted by the said Company, or hired or taken ¢)7 Cane 
up or employed by the said Company as ‘packets, clearing out from any. “port Sana and not 

; f a 

. ivithin the United Kingdom, . shall proceed to any port or place within the limits be rrr ariaa ni 7 
of the Charter of the said Company, not being upon the continent of Asia, be- an eee from 

ie 0aT! woo 

tween the rivet Indus'and the nearest point to Prince of Wales Island, without a are to frame te 
licence from the Cammissioners ‘for thé Affairs of India; and the said Commis: Sue Tahini anki 
stoners shall ‘and they are hereby required from time to time to frame and pubi ish the rules, the spe- 
such rules and regulations for the granting of licences in that behalf, as they shall ede 
think fit; andin all cases in which any licence shall be granted by the said Com- ~ 

_niissioners, otherwise than aceviding to such rules and regulations, the special 


“No nes ee * : _ G re. circumstances 


- circumstances under which such licence shall have been granted, shall be recorded 
in the books of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India. , 
No ship aur to, Provided also, That it shall not be lawful for any ship or vessel, the regis- 
, clear ont for or bg tered measurement whereof shall be less than 
ee ent other than such ships or vessels as may be employed by* the said Coeies any’ for 
the conveyance of dispatches,’ to clear out from any port in the United Kingdom, 
for any port or place within the limits aforesaid, “or be admitted to enter into 
any port of the United Kingdom, from any place within those limits. 
No ships to clear Provided also, and be it further Enacted, ‘That no ship or vessel shpiged in 
poe ae Naas any voyage authorized by this Act, shall be permitted to clear out from, or be ad- 
mitted entry at, any port or place within the United, Kingdom, or limits of the 
said Company’s Charter, until the master or other person having the command 
- of such ship or vessel shall have made out and exhibited a true “ut perfect inaani+, 
fest of the cargo of such ship.or vessel, to such person or permne, according te 
such form, and subject to sucly regulations, as may be prescribed by any Act or 
Acts to be passed for that purpose. - 
No ship to clear Provided also, and be it further enacted, That no ship or vessel engaged in: 
out, or enter, till ony voyage authorized by this Act, shall be permitted to clear out from any port 


an attested list of - 
all persons, and of of the said United Kingdom, or any place within the limits of the said Com- 


ati bene pany’s Charter, until the master, or other person having the command of- such 
delivered to the "ship or vessel, shall have miade out and exhibited to the principal officer of the 
principal officer of . eis! 
the Customs, Customs, or other persons thereto authorized, at sugh port of clearances upon 
* "oath (which oath such officer or other person is hereby authorised to administer) 7 
atrue and perfect list, specifying and setting forth the names, capacities, and 
descriptions of all persons embarked or intended to “Be embarked.on board such 
ship or vessel, and all arms on board or intgnded to be put on board the same, 
or be admitted to enter at any port’in the said United Kingdom, or any port 
within the limits of the said Company’s Charter, until the master, or other per- 
son having. the command of such ship or vessel, sKall in the like manner have- 
made ‘out and exhibited to the principal officer of the @ustoms, or other person 


_ thereunto authorized, upon oath (which oath such officer or other person is hercby 


£ authorized to administer) a true and perfect list in writing, specifying the names, 
" capacities, and descriptions of all persons on board, or who shall have been on 
ae eee board 


ote Seme 8 
6 G61) 
board such ship or vessel, from te time of the sailing thereof to the time of ar- 
rival; and all, arms on board, or which shall during such time have been on 
board such ship. or vessel ; and the several times and places at which, euch of the 
_said > persons.ass may have died or lefthe said ship or vessel, shall have so died, 
or left such ship or vessI, or such of the said arms as may have been“ disposed of * 
“have been so dispos sed_ of s+ which said list shall be made out in such form as shall 
fron time to time be directéd-by the said Court of Directors, with the approba- 
tion of the said Board of Commissioners. i * x 
. Provided also, and be it further enacted, That in every case where a any y such Lists received in 
: fet shall be received in any port of the said United Kingdom from ady master, ae pee 


“or other person having the*command ‘of any such ship or vessel, the officer or Secretary of the 


é P othies person receiving the same shall; ‘and h@is hereby required, with all rea- eae 


a a to transmit one copy thereof to the secretary of the Court of State; and if re- 
$ Direct 


eived in India, 
of the aid. United Company, and another copy thereof té*the Secretary. ese of ie . 


_ of the said © Léioners for the Affairs of India; and in case such list shall be ‘e Goverament, * 
: _received in any port in-the-East Indies, or other place within the limits of the 

‘ said Company’s Charter, such officer or other person receiving the same shall, and 

~he is hereby required, in like manner, to, transmit a copy thereof to the chief 
meccretary of the government to which the port or place in which such list shall 

be received shail be subject. ” 

* “And be it further enacted, That no articles manufactured of silk; hair, or Arficles of silk, 

,cotton wool, or any mixture thereof, imported under the authority of this Act, mie ae 
“sfsom anv port or place within-the limits of the said Company’s Charter, shall be gntered or takert 
eniccoomie taken out of any warehouse, except, for exportation, unless the same ea Pele 
4 shall haxe been brought into the port of London, and deposited in the ware- tiom unless brought 

~ houses! of the said United Company; and that for the purpose of ascertaining does oadueared 

the duties payable upon all such articles.which shall be deposited in the ware- in the Company’y 

houses of the’said Unitted,Company, the same shall be sold openly and publicly ae ; 

‘by, inch of candle, or by way_.of public auction, and in no other manner, under pub 

the order-and authority ef the Court of Directors of the said Company, . on 
“account Of the proper owne?s thereof ; and that when any of such goodg 

". bought in by’ the owners, the whole consignments so bought in, 
w be dglivered out to them with all conyenient speed after the 

G2 
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* payment of the duties and other charges to whigh the same shu Be liable, with: 


out the.actual payment of the gross prices or sale amount of ‘the said goods; and 


“that afl sygh articles imported on board any such ship, and deposited ia the 


. warehousegef the said Company, and the sales thereof, shall be’ in Ail respects 


Such articles, when 
entered, and taken 
out of warehouses 
for exportation, 

10 be charged ad- 
yalorem, 


subject to the byg- laws “ofthe said Company; and the several provisions of the 
said Act of ‘the Parliament of Great-Britain of the thirty-third year of His Mas 
jesty’s reign made and provided for the management of- private-trade'i save only 
and except as is othetwise directed, provided, gr authorized by this act, +a] 

4 And, be it further enacted, That as’ welf in the port of London. as.,in <all , 
other ports, all articles manufactured of silk, hair, cotton wool, or any. mixture’. 
thereof, which shall be imported under the authority ‘ ‘of this act, from ‘any port ’ 
or place within the limits of the said Company’s Charter, and shall be entered * 
and taken out of any warehouse for exportation, shall be, charged according” to, 
their value, under all such ‘rules and regulations, and subject to the-saine penale 
ties and forfeitures, as are prescribed, directed, and imposed, for ascertaining and 
collecting duties to be paid according to value, by an. act passed _in the 
twenty-seventh year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled «An Act-for 


“ repealing the several duties of Customs and Excise, and gtanting thet 


“Provisions may 
“hereafter be made, 
“snlarging, ree 
“or regu 
“vate 


“* duties in lieu thereof*and for applying the said duties, together with other 

*" composing the public. revenue, for permitting the importation of coitak 

** goods, wares, and merchandize, the produce or manufacture of the European 

‘© dominions of the French King, into this kingdom, and_ for - applyiig certain 

unclaimed monies, remaining in the Exchequer for the payment of annuities 
on lives, t ‘o the reduction of the ‘ational debt,” or by any, other stibx - qe ant Act 

or Acts now in force. 

Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall. extend or ‘be con- 
strued to extend to prevent the making, during the further term hereby granted 
tothe said Company, such further provisions by authority of,Parliament as may 
from time to time be deemed necessary, for enabling, His Majesty’ s subjects, to 

on trade between the said United Kingdom, “or any ports or-places within 

~ fits of the said Company’s Charter ; save and except the dominion’ of the. 
China, and all ports and places without the limits of the said Com- 


a 


‘ 


a 


‘ 


a 


. And 
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‘And be ii’Mrther enacted, That so much of the said Act of th 
the reign of King William’the Third, or of any other Act or Acts, as ‘requircs that 
all goods and ‘merchandize belonging to any private trader to the East Indies, , 
which shal. be impotted into England ‘or Wales, shall be sold openly gat pudlicly 
by inch of candle, shal be, and the same is hereby repedjeg. 5 
‘Andbe it furthengnacted, That so much of an At, made in the thirty 
of his presetft Majesty's feign, intituled “ an act for indemnifying all persons who 
« Rave begn Conceine’ in advising, or caryrs into execution, a certain order of 
“ counsil,’ tespecting ‘the, importation of" limited quantity of saltpetrqs4for 
« fepeuling thé, dutiessnow payable upon the importation of sultpetreg and for 
& granting other duties in lieu thereof,"fas requires the said Company, at their 
public sales, to put up ¢ertain quantities of saltpstre at ceriain rates, or to reserve, 
.and feliver into the stgces of Hig Majesty, his heirs, and successors, certain quan- 
dities of saltpetre af'certain rates, shall be, and the game is hereby repeated. 
And bé it further enacted, ‘That so much of the said Acts of the thirty-third year 
of His present Majesty, or either of them, as requires the Court of Directors of 
the yaid Company to lay yearly before the Board of Comiassioners for the Affairs 
, of Thdia, an invoice of the quantities and sorts of cordage, pitch and tar, and tie 
Snumber and gjzes of masts and spars, and the numbep,and weight of anchors 
* exported, or inteaded to be exported by the said C mpany ; or as relates to the 
admission of “Gndividyals, by authority of the said Board of Coainrissioners, to 
export or import any goods, wares or merchandize on board the said Cumpany’s 
ships or to thé providing or appropriating by the-said Company of tonnage for 
fie private frade,-of to.the me of freight to be ghirged thereon ; or to the notices 
to be given to. the Chief Secretary of thé said Company, or to the Chief Secretary 
of the Presidency in India, by persons‘inteqding to export or inport goods; or to 
‘the registering of private trade goods,‘gr to the granting orlers or licences for 
jstiipping sysh goods in the ships of the said Company ; or as requires one or more 
:of the.outward bound ships of the said Company to touch at the port of Cork 
between ‘thé month of October and the month of February in every year shall 
ibe, and the same is,hereby repealed. ons 
yo ae And be # further enacted, That all goods, wares, and merchandize, exporte 
“pt impeyted by virtue of this Act, by or on account of ,any private merchants, 
traders, 





-first year 


d: 


iy 


e ninth year of So much of 


g William TIT. as 
requires that gouds 
of Private ‘Traders 
imported intu Eng- 
land or Wates, 
shosld be gold by 
inch of cade, 
repeated. 


31 Geo. IL. c. 42. 
8.7, 41, & 12, ree 
lating to Saitpetre, 
repealed, 


. 
So much of Geo. 
MI. c. 52, as ree 
quires the Directors 
to lay before the 
Bourd, invoices of 
cordage, &c. or as 
telates to tonnage, 
charges of freight, 
notices, or regise 
tering of private 
trade goods, or 
granting licences 
for tin same, re- 
peaied. 


Goods imported by 
private merchants 
to be subject to dus 
ties, 
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_traders, or other persons, shall be subject to the payment ef the like re 
-customs and duties of import and export, in alf ports and placegunder the govern- 
_Mnent.of the said Company in the East-Indies, or other places within the limits of 
the said Company’ s Charter, as the goods, wares, and.merchandizes: of tlte same 
kinds or gorts, of or belonging to the said Company, are or shall be wubject ar 
liable to be charged ith, 2 ang to no other rates, customs; $r duties Wiigtever.. 


" No daties imposed And be it further enacted, That from and after the- ° * ae ee : 
7 gree by + _ “no new or additional imposition « of any dilgor tax, 
the : the etait ¥ import of any.*zoddsy wares,’ or merchandize vhatsoever, 


aa oy to be made by authority of the Governor General or Governor” in + 
Council, of any of the said Company’s‘presidencies* or settlements int the East, 
Indies or parts aforesaid, shall be valid or effectual, until the same-shall ae" 
been sanctioned by the Court of Directors of the said United Company. 
Baty to Company And whereas, by virtue of the said Ast made in {8 wninth year of King 
‘ pala ys Gr William the Third, the said Cempany were authorized to receive a duty of five ‘ 
All. c, 52, repealed. pounds for every hundred pounds of the true and real value of -all goods, wares, £ 
o and merchandizes, ofthe growth, product, or manufacture of the East-Indies, or 
other. parts within the limits aforesaid, imported or brought into the kingdom of 
England in private trade, towards defraying certain charges in the said Act mens 
tioned and specified gAad whereas the said Company, before the‘passing. of the 
said Act made in the thirty-third year of the reign’of his present Majesty, had, 
over and besides the said duty of five pounds per centumh ‘been accustomed to 
charge and receive, for their own use, after the rate of two pounds per cehtumt 4 
on the gross sale amount of all gopds, wares, and merchandize;‘imported into the*’ 
kingdom of Great Britain from the East-Indies in.private trade, in recompense « a 
and satisfaction of the charges and expenses of unshipping and selting the same, # 
© and Otherwise in the care and management thereof: And whereas by t the said3 
83 Geo, III.c,52, Act made in the thirty-third year of his | present Majesty, it was enacted,.* that 
puee: from and after the first day of March ore thousand seven* hundred ‘and ninety- 
fours the said duty of five pounds per centum shpulé be répealed, and the sai ve 
charge of two pounds per centum discontinued, aid'that in lieu thereof respec- 
, tively, there should be rendered and paid to the said Company, during the. furthe Ms 
" term by the said last-mentioned Act granted to them, in their exclusive trade,., F 
ote” “duty” 














~ 
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. duty or allowanee ¢ after the rate of three pounds per centunr on the gross sale 


amount of all'g ds, wares, and merchandizes, imported or brought into this 



















kingd n. from the East-Indies in private trade, including in such value or,aceount, = 
all duties and charges payable in respect thereof ;” Be it further enggted, That 3 
-  from@and’afeer #* os Rare aes 4° 
the said. i anicé in respect of goods, wiates, or'merchandize, imported e 
i in oh be; and the same is hereby wholly repealed. . 
vid and be it cna at peither the said repeal of the said But not to extend ' 
3 to Goods imported? 


tajhed inthe said Act of thé ninth year of King William the Thigd}nor jai the port of 












‘ © in this Act contaiped, shall expr to release the payment of tht duty or Louden and depo=, 
of three pounds per centum in respect of any goods, wares ot mer- Fuse Warcontex 
rs hich: shall‘be brought into the port of London in private ships, and pachadeni'k< ope 
wt ee the wasghouses of the said United Company, nor of the said duty of affect copeveiaiony 
y Be per céntum, or the said charge be pounds per centum on any rite their Captabes 
mt “or merchandize which shall be brotght home and imported in any and officers, 
+ 4 hips of the said Company or in their service, from China; nor to affect 
ERE « hats or engagements now subsisting, or hereaffer to be made by or 
fe/said Company, or on their behalf, with the masters and commanders 
a m pavy's. ships,, or with any“other of the offic r servants of the said 
f om “ins whateyer employment or capacity they ‘may happen to be; but 
ig that all an yesteh covenants and agreements shall be, and be held, deemed 
i taken 32 ‘oF the same force and effect as if the said repeal had not been 


d,, ES oa been made;, the said repeal, or any other matter or thing to, 3 


tkee, one ary t withstanding; 7 ‘: 
se "SMa 'be.it farther enacted, That w hén.and as often as any application shall be When the Court of 
HE AE 5, Be hesaid’C . of Di : “a behalf of » a Directors refuse 
or , ade‘to-the,sar Court rectors, * Bf on be alf of any person or persons CE- permission to any, 
¢ Of proceeding to any place upon*the continent of Asia, between the river Lecbeacbe vice. 


-afid the nearest point to Prince of Wales Island, or to Prince of Wales tions to.be trans- 
igs id ; mitted'to the 
kd permission, so toxdo,. the said Court shall, unless they shall thiny fit to Board, who ssa 
therewith, transmit.every such application within Mithe direct certificates to: 
oe it thiéreof to the saids Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India; and pe geen’ me ee 
<“Galease the said Commissioners shall not see any sufficient objection thereto, ify 


“Gaal! — lawful for the said Commissioners to dirgct that such person mw 2 
d ~~ oe ‘ cs + - 


es” 
iH 


persons: 


: % 
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s-Rovided -always That no. person. whose certificate or licence shall have been.so Petens nt pd ig 
vacated: by order of any'of the governments. of the. said Company as aforesaid, siding peice a lis 
shall. be subject or liable to any prosecution: for residing or. being found in the. “n° re Rae 
East Inidiegtor parts afuresaid, without licence or authority for that purpose, Until notic@of the order, 
Ptr or months, after notice of such order shall.have been aie such os 
-. by de <a t6 such person of a copy thereof, or by publication of 
such order in the gazette of the presidency, where such order shall be made... : 
fats be it fdrahér enacted, Thatt shall and may be law ful for one.of His Ma- Soonetats of State 
Secrélaries of State, by licefice in writing for that purpose,.upon pon 1b prose 
§ and,conditions as he. may think fit, to authorize any person or persons to pote aga ae 
and residé at any place or places within the limits.of the said Company’s within the Com- 
being upon the continent of Asia, between the river Indus and the Pry’ Charter. 
.to..Pripcé of Wales Island, or .one.of the said Company’s.prin- 


pe aby ae snaticns or = Atle whatsoever to the contrary notwith-. 
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= sidion or going to 
ecessors “of or pnne, to any of His Majesty’ 's eS situate without India, otherwise 


and. limits of the satd Company’s Charter, other.than, such as shall than as allowed by — 

y, the:said United Company, or otherwise thereunto lawfully. autho- we 2 Peat 

rized, | at bny, time before. the determination: of Pier term hereby lawfully tradedyand 

ss * de subject to all the 

granted to. Company, « directly or indirectly, sail fQ, visit, haunt, ‘frequent, penalties imposed 
padventure to, in, or from the, East Indies or parts aforesaid, or go, % illicit traderss 

1 repair. the to, or be found therein, in any other. manner than is prescribed. 

ed 4 the provisions. of this Act, andthe terms and conditions of any * 

f certificate.to be granted. by ‘virtue thereof, all and every such. person 

5. shall be deemed and tak have unlawfully traded and trafficked ' 

all such. persons, and all shipsand vessels found in the custody of any 

m or persons, or engaged or concerned in such, unlawful trade or traflic,, Ste 

owners, masters, and crews thereof, and all goods, merchandize, treasure, . 

shipped or ladenthereon, or taken out of the same, or found { 2. 

any such person or persons, shall be subject and liable to all such and we HK 

ains,.. penalties, forfeitures, disabilities, and methods of suit, as are con: s, 129, and ikea / 
said Acts.of the thirty-third year of his present. Majesty, or either of ent sections, 

Ui. H 2 them 
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them, or in any Act or Acts now in force; and which pains, pénalties, forfeitures, 
disabilities, and methods of suit, were enacted for the purpose of securing to the 
said Company the sole and exclusive right of trading to the East Indies, and other 
parts within the limits of their Charter, during the continuance of such sole and’ 
exclusive fight, and of restraining clandestine and illicit trade in, to, and from the 

g East Indies and parts aforesaid; and all such and the like, powers, provisions, — 
clauses, matters, and things as are contained jn the said Acts of the thirtysthird year 

- of his present Majesty, or either of them, or in any Act or Acts now in force, and. 
which were enacted for the purpose aforesaid, shall be deemed and taken to be in, 
force, and to apply to all such unlawful trade and traffick as aforesaid,. contrary to." 
the provisions of this Act, or of the terms and. conditions of any licence or certi- ° 
ficate to be granted by virtue thereof, and shall be put in execution during the 
further term hereby granted to the said Company, for the purpose of preventing! 
any such unlawful trade or traffick, as fully and effectually as.if the same powers, 
provisions, clauses, matters and’things, were severally repeated at large, and re+ 
enacted in the body of this Act, and applied to and for the purpose last aforesaid: 

"Application of the . And be it further enacted, That for and quring the continuance of the -pos- 


fom the ei ON session and government of the said territorial acquisitions and revenues in the 
acquisition in said United’ Company, the rents, revenues, and profits arising from the said 
India, * territorial acquisitions, after defraying the charges and expenses of collecting the 
same, shail be applied and disposed of, to-and for the uses and purposes hereinafter 
‘expressed, in the following order of preference, and to or, for no other use or 
__ purpose, or in any other manner whatsoever, any Act or Acts of Parliament now ; 
Sige in force to the contrary notwithstanding (that is to say) In the first place, in. dé~ 
fraying all the charges and expences of raising and maintaining the forces, as well 
European as native, military, artillery, and marine, on the establishments in the: 
East Indies and parts aforesaid, and of maintaining the forts and garrisons there, : 
acevddly.inpagt and providing warlike and naval stores : Secondly, in payment of therinterest 
ment of interest of accruing on the debts owing, or which may be hereafter incurred by the said 
seid, inde. Company, in the East Indies, or parts aforesaid : Thirdly, in defraying the civil 
fraying expenses of and commercial establishments of the said Company, at their several settlements 
arte us! in. there: Fourthly; The whole or any part of the surplus that may remain of the 
Vestments, orto- said rents, revenues, and profits, after providing for the ‘several appropriations: 
= . “and 
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and defraying the ‘charges before mentioned, shail be applied to the provision of area ee Se 
8 . 
the Company’s investments of goods in India, and in remittances to China, for the Court, with the 


the. provision; of investments of goods there, or towards the liquidation of the 
debts-of, the said Company in India, or to such other purposes as the said Court of 
Directors, with the approbation of the Board of Commissioners for thé’ Affairs of 
India, shall from tinie to time direct; any Actor Acts of Parliament to o the © 
contrary thereof. notwithstanding, 4 : ad 
Provided always, and. be it further enacted, That the sopeiptistign aforesaid 
shall not extend, or be construed to extend, to prejudice or affect the undoubted 
* govereignty of the Crown ofthe United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
in and over-the said territorial acquisitions ; ner to preclude the said United Com-~ 
pany { from she enjoyment of or claim to any rights of property which they now 
“have, ‘or to which they may hereafter be entitled i in the territories aforesaid. 
_ And be: it further.enacted; That for and during the continuance of the pos- 
. session and government of the said territorial atquisitions and revenues in the 
*eaid United Company, the net proceeds of their sales of goods at home, with the 
duties and allowances arising by prjvate trade, and all the profits of the said Com. 
any‘ ii Great’ Britain, shall be applied and disposed .of in manner following ; 
(that i is to say) First, In providing for the payment of bills of exchange already 
accepted by the. said Company, as the same shall become due: Secondly, In 
providing for't the ‘current paymént of other debts (the principal of the bond debt 
in England always excepted) as well as interest, and the commercial outgoings, 
charges, and expenses of the said Company: Thirdly, In payment of a dividend 
after the-rate of per centum per annum, on the present or any future 
, amount, of the capital stock of the said Company, for and during such time asa 
1 _ certain fund: of the said Company hereinafter mentioned, called ‘* The Com- 
pany ‘3 Separate Fund,” shall be sufficient to. pay a dividend after the rate of 


pore eyery hundred pounds per annum, on the present, or any future amount of the 
« -capital stock of the said Company; and when, and so soon as the said last-. 


~nentiongd fund, shall be exhausted, then in payment of a dividend at the Yate of 


Bi 





or ture awe stock of. the said Company ; provided that no greater dividend 
* hall be paid i in the whole, in any one year, than at the said rate of -- 
Hog i oA 


per 


‘per centum per annum on the then existing, . 


approbation of the 
Board, shall directs 


33 Geo. III. ¢. 52, 
8. 107, and sub- 
ie sections. - 


Not to prejudice 
the King's sove- 
reignty, or affect 
rights of the Com- 
pany. 


Application of the 
Profits of the Com- 
pany ia Great Brie 
tain: . 


First, in paying 
Bills of exchange ;: 

Secondly, in pays 
ing debts; except 
principal of bond 
debt 5 

Thirdly, in pay- 
ment of dividend of 
ten per ceni- till 
separate fund ex- 
hausted and then 
40} per sent. 
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Ber cehithit per aninini, “ifHoh He present of FutuFe Capital Stdck’of thie said Com 
Boa sree PANY? Fourthly, In reduction of the principal of the debt in the East Indies, or 
PA of a parts aforesaid, .or of the bond debt at home, as the said Court of Directors,’ with 
5 = se is bond debt; the approbation of the said Board of Commissioners, shall from time to time direct ; 
any Act or Acts of Parliament to the contrary notwithstanding. |: cis eicin 
Application of fe"? And be it further enacted, That whemthe principal debt ef the said United 
surplus of territo~ Som pee bearing interest in India, shall have: been-reduced  ‘to- the!” str 
rial revenues, and - geal 
home profits: f beh, Bagot a site” toe sterling, calculated 
‘at fie sechange'bk of two shillings for the Bengal current rupee, eight shillings for 
thé Madtas pagoda, and two shillings and three-pencé for the Bombay rupees ry 
the bonded debt in Great Britain shall have been reduced to the sum of “4... 
Wher winetes ca 4 sterling, then and thereafter the surplus ee: 
which. shall be fens to arise fas the said rents, revenues, and profits, of.the said 
territorial acquisitions, and from sales of the goods, and the profits of the trade of 
seweow. . 1 the said Company, or in any’ other manner, after providing for the payment, 
‘ a reba sth the aforesaid, shall be applied to the more speedy repayment of the capital of any. 
fends cient for public.funds or securities, which have been or’ may be created’ for the use of the 
pace said Company, the charges. of which have been or may be directed to be borne’ 
Bese, ee ME by the said Company by virtue of any Act or Acts of Parliament ; and that. any 
and further surplus, further surplus that may ‘arise shall be set apart, and’from time to ‘time paid-into 
Sepak ue ithe receipt of His Majesty’s Exchequer, to be applied as Parliament shall direct, 


Exchequer, to be a 
Sabena! Bi und, without interest to be paid to the Company in respect or for the-use thereof; but 
+ wwelve ‘millions ; j~ nevertheless it ishereby declared that all such ‘sums of money: :as shall be so. paid 
:.# .....«, into the feceipt of His: Majesty’s-Exchequer ‘as aforesaid; not exeeedifiy twelve 
millions of pounds sterling, shall be deemed and taken to be a fungi for. securing 

. to the said United Company the + capital oc ¥ the said United *d Company, and 

One sixth of excess also a dividend at the rate of -- , : toga! “ per’ canta’ 


tobethe Company's » 
anil tembining Ayer De annem, in respect whereore and of the excess of wich aayaientas if ee be- 





_ixths to belong to: yond the said amount of twelve millions cf pounds sterling, =!“ re. y = : 
Abe TobliCy as, part shall from timé to time be reserved. and retained by thesaid United Compt 
for their own use and benefit, and the remaining eta 6 ot y ishallg 
be deemed: and shall be the Re aes of the ee and at the dicpoual ofe 
Parliament. ne aye Eee aE Cae foe tah ging ore 


Provided 


Ca) 


~ Provided also; atid ‘be it further enacted, That ifthe del“.s of the sid Coin. If the debts, after 


Be Ste duction, shall 
‘pany in ee after the same shall have been reduced to.) 0 ts 3 Fain ineicaied ead 
fine. wand, wd o be ean ne woe use. ® sterling, calculated as sori: yond certain sums, 


duct t 
, shall be ‘abate’ franc’ aaa ida atiount, or. if fede bond bids in Great ake pee again. te 


Britain, after the same shall have been reduced to ~ 2 oe fe 
ewe Gl Pokies oe ae eee “opts eset ee eine t “sterling, ® * 
shall be again-increased beyond that sum; thin, arid so “often as either ‘of those *” 
:.cases shall happen, such surplus proceeds shall be appropriated to the reduction 
sof the said new debts respectively, until the whole ofthe debts ‘of the said 


ate 





<@#Company in India shall. be again redueed to : os .4*- sterling, 
: i as aforesaid, and their bond debt in Great Britain to ° - : 
ee at : se iieslings 3 any thing i in id Act contained to the contrary notwith 
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(ees z 
var And: be it farther enacted: Thet so er si ie said re made in oe 80 saad of 
thirty-third year of His present Majesty, as relates to the payment of a sum; ee see 
.mot exceeding five hundred thousand pounds in every year, into the receipt, of ment of a sum into 
His Mbjesty’ s Exchequer, to be applied as Parliament shall direct, or to the pee re 
Fecovery from the said United Company, or their successors, by action or other= th the payment into 
wise, of such money, in case of failure of the said United Company or their ¢ a ank, repeal 
«successors, in any payment:thereof,: or-to the payment into the Bank of England 

:of money to ‘be placed to the account of the said Commissioners appointed by 
; ‘the said Act passed in the twenty-sixth year of His Majesty’s reign, or to an 

“accaunt to be raised and kept by sthe Governor and. Company of. the Bank of 

England, to be entitled, * The Account of the Guarantee Fund of the United 

““ Company, of Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies,” or to the 
‘i said Guarantee Fund, or to an account to be made by the said Governor and 

©. Company: ‘of the Bank of Eaginds of or ng MESS, shall: be and the same 

gishereby repealed... * 
17 y And whereas by the said Act Gane in the thirty. third year of His greveht Ke ice of ten 
_¢ Majesty; taking notice of a; certain fund, therein called * The Company's Separate shillings per cent 
vg Fund, “it was enacted, ‘¢ that after payment should be made by the said ie aeeeata Tuna 
» ‘Company into His Majesty’s Exchequer, of certain instalments (which said pay~ till exhausted. 
Sous were. duly made}, it should be Jawful for the said Company, out of. the 

a. ‘ said 






e, , 


wt. ye 
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said’ Separate Fond, ‘and the interest or grawing income thereof, ‘to make and 
“_ declare a dividend of ten shillings per centum. per annum on. the then present 
orany future amount of their capital stock, which said dividend or dividends 
‘ should be paid and payable by the said Company, over-and above any other 
dividends which should become due in respect thereof; and that after the 
< . expiration of the further term by the said Act granted in their exclusive trade, 
3 Geo. UI. c. 52, it should be lawful ,for the said Company to retain-and dispose.of what should 
nae then remain of the said Company’s separate fund, or of the. monies constituting 
the. same, and the interest or other annual proceeds thereof, in such manner as 
; they shoud then think fit:” And whereas by a certain other Act made ix thee 
37 Geo. IIL, c.31, thirty-seventh year of His present Majesty, intituled, “* An Act to‘enable the 
9. “ East-India Company to saise money by further increasing their capital stock, 
"and to extend the provisions now existing, respecting the present stock of 
* the said Company, to the said increased stock ;”- after reciting, that the pay- 
ment of their said dividend of ten shillings per centum, to the proprietors of the 
.. increased stock, to be raised by virtue of the said last-mentioned Act, out-of the 
 gaid separate fund, as’ in the said -recited Act’ of: the thirty-third year’ "of. His 
_"Majesty’s reign ismentioned, would exhaust the same long before the expiration 
of the then existing term in the said exclusive trade, it was enacted, for the 
reasons therein mentioned, “ that the said dividend of ten shillings per centum,, 
« which under the authority of the said Act of the thirty-third year of His present 
- Majesty would be payable to the proprietors of the said increased stock out of . 
the said separate fund, should be paid to them out of the annual profits of. the 
" said Company,’ in the same manner and at’the same times as the dividend of 
“ ten pounds per centum, in the said -Act mentioned, was to be paid to. the », 
proprietors of the stock of the said Company, and for that purpose a sum equal — : 
to the amount of such dividends should from time to time be debited to the * 
~ annual account, as a charge on the said trade, and carried to the account of, the 
said separate fund : And whereas the said Company have not increased their 
capital stock pursuant ‘to the authority and power given to them by the said 
Act of the thirty-seventh year’ of His said. Majesty’s reign: And whereas" the 7 
said separate fund is still sufficient to pay the said dividend of ten shillings sor | 
centum per annum, upon the present capital stock Be the ‘said Company for a 
* certain” 


“ghall--be sufficient for that purpose ;. and. when the said separate fund shall. 
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certain time, but not sufficient to pay such dividend Upon the said present capital . 


stock during the whole of the further term by this Act granted to the said 
United Company, in the said territorial” boweeione and revenues: Be it there- 
fore enacted, That from and after the »- “© there shall 


be paid out of the said separate fund, a dividend aftet ae rate of fen shillings. 
‘per centum per annum, on the present or. any future amount of the said capital * 
stock-of. the said Company, for and during such time as the said separate fund *: 


become insufiicient for the payment of the whole of the said dividend, so much 
as shall remain of the said separate fund shall be paid and applied totwards the 
payment of such dividend of ten shillings, and the residue of such dividend 
shall be paid out of the net proceeds of the said Company’s profits in the 


manner hereinbefore mentioned ;. any thing in the said. Act of the thirty-seventh: 
year of His: eae Malays or dias other act, matter, or thing to the Contras: 


notwithstanding. 2. 0b" 
»4- “And be it farther enacted, That so duh of the said Act of the thirty. 
seyenth fyear -of His present. Majesty,as directs that tle said dividend of ten 
shillings per centum per annum, upon: the increased stock to be raised by virtue 
of the ‘said: last-mentioned Act, shall be paid out.of the annual profits of the 
said Company, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. Bk es 
-And be it further enacted, That from and after the: 
«the said Court of Directors of the said Company shall, and they ar are 
hereby required to direct and order, that the books of account of the said Com- 
pany at‘their: several presidencies and settlements in India, at their factory in 


« China, at the island of Saint Helena,. and in all. other places, as well abroad as 


ae England, be so kept and arranged, as that the same shall contain and 
# exhibit the receipts, disbursements, debts, and assets appertaining to or con- 
nected with the territorial, political, and commercial: branches of their affairs 


respectively ; and that. the same shall be made: up in such manner, that the said: 
books shall contain and exhibit the accounts of the territorial and political depart-: 
* maiits separately and distinctly. from such as appertain to or are connected with: 


“the commercial branch of their affairs; and the said Court of Directors are 
hereby required, forthwith, after the - - 


to prepare a plan for an: 


arrangement.of. the accounts of the said Company i in the mannet aforesaid, and: 
te. 


37 Geo, ut. c 31,. 
8.9, repealed. 


« Directors to order 


distinct accounts to 
be kept of their ter- 
Titorial, political, 
and commercial 
affairs 5 and to sub-- 
mit a plan for such 
an arrangement of: 
their accounts to 
the Board, for their 
approbation, 
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to, submit the.same. to. the said: Board of Commissioners for the affairs of India, | , 
‘for their approbation ;. and it shall be lawful for the said Board of Commissioners 
from time to. time to make such alterations and amendments therein, and such 
additions thereto, as they shall think fit ; which said plan, so approved, ‘altered, 
_ amended, Or added to, by the said Board of Commissioners,’ the said Court “of 
A - Directors shall direct and order to. be carried into execution, — - 
ek a And be it further enacted, that the several accounts required by. the” ‘said 
countsto be laid Act of the thirty-third year of His present Majesty, to be annually laid before 
LS ba, both Houses of Parliament, shall be henceforth prepared and arranged in con+ 
* a. 126, formity te the principles of separation hereinbefore directed, of the terriforial ~ 
and. political branch from the commercial branch of the affairs. of ue. said 
United Company. 
Charging: duties on And be, it further enacted, That all rates, customs, and duties of export Ga 
Loser oe import, which. shall. be charged upon any goods, wares, or merchandize, of or 
belonging to the said Company, shall, and they are hereby required to charge in 
the books of account of the said Company to the debit ofthe commércial 
branch. of their affairs ; and all such rates, customs, and duties, which Shall F’ 
J charged upon any goods, wares, or merchandize, of or belonging to the 
Be Company, or which shall be received by the said Company in the East” Tadies 
or parts aforesaid, upon any goods, wares, or merchandize of any private mérchant, 
. trader, or other person, shall be placed in the books of account of the said’ Com- 
; pany.to the credit of the territorial revenues of the said Company ; and all such 
“ 3 rates, Customs, and, duties, so, placed. to the credit of the territorial révénues 
of the said Company shall be deemed and taken to be part of such tetritorial 
revenues, and shall be subject to the controul of the said’ Board ‘of Comi- zs 
: missioners, in like manner, into all intents and purposes, as any | other partof gp 
: territorial revenues. 
pecs ie _ And be it further enacted, That from and after the 2 
propriation of any the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India shall, by forcaMMatid 
Picea virtue of this Act,,have, and be invested with full " power and authority to” ‘Site * 


ta commercial pur- _ perintend, direct, :and controws, all orders and instructions whatsoever, which in” 
* poses. 





Se Pees ee 


a 


a 
: 





: anywise relate to or concern the amount of appropriation to any se 
oS other commercial purposes, of any ee of the reyenues of ux said” _ territories 
or 


e- “RS 
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er acquisitions in the East Indies or parts aforesaid, or of any” monies arising’ 
from any loan raised or to be raised in the East Indies or parts aforesaid, or. of 
any securities issued or to be issued by any of the Governments of the said Com= 
pany, in the same manner, to all intents and purposes, and under and subject 
to all such’ and the like regulations and provisions, as if the said orders’ or in- 
structions immediately related to and concerned the civil or military government; 
or revenues of the said territories or acquisitions ; any thing’ in the said Act of the 
thirty-third year of His present Majesty, or of any other Act or Acts tothe con- 
tran i Deceapatel ° 
‘And be it further enacted, That from and after the ‘ Court of Directors 
the Court of Directors of the said Company for the time being, shall, soar to ber 
and they are hereby required, from time to time to deliver to the'said Board, Procaidieee bochin 


copies of all minutes, orders, resolutions and proceedings of all Courts of Pro- pepo receivs 
relating to the 


prietors, general or special, and of all Courts of Directors, within appropriation of 
days after the holding of such Courts respectively ; and also copies of all letters, {> rwestmonn® 


advices and dispatches, which shall at any time or times be received by the said : 
Court of Directors, or any Committee of Directors, from the East Indies, or, 
from any.other of their settlements or factories within the limits of their Charter 
ot from afty of the servants of the said United Company stationed at Saint Helena, 
Bussora, Suez, Aleppo, or other parts beyond the seas, in anywise relating to or 
concerning the appropriation fo any investment, or other commercial purposes, 
of any part of the revenues of the»said territories or acquisitions, or of any monies 
arising from any loan raised or to be raised in the East Indies, or parts aforesaid, 
or of any securities issued or to be issued by any of the Governments of the said 
«Company, immediately after the arrival and receipt thereof. 
* And be it further enacted, That from and after the ‘No Dispatches te- 
lative thereto, to be 

no “orders or instructions. whatever: relating tothe appropriation to any invest- sent to India, till 
meéht or other commercial purpose whatsoever, of any part of the revenues. of we es 
the said territories or acquisitions in the East Indies, or parts aforesaid, or of any © 
* pagpies arising from any loan raised or to. be raised in the East Indies, or parts 
* ‘aforesaid, or of any securities issued or to be issued by any of the Governments of 
_ the) said Company, shall be at any time sent or given to any of the governments 
or settlements in India by the Court of Directors of the'said United Company, 

No? XIL I :. ae or 





Instead of being 
limited to 

days, Eoard to re. 

turn proposed dis- 
‘patches with all con- 
- yenient dispatch. 


33 Geo. II. c. 52.. 


“#12, 
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or by any Committee of the said Directors, until the same shall have been suhe 
mitted to the consideration of, and approved by,: the said’ Board, and for that 
purpose, that copies of all orders and instructions which the said Court of Direc; 
tors, or any Committee of the said Directors, shall propose to be sent to India» 
shall be by them previously laid before the said Board ; and that after the receipt 
of such proposed dispatches,the said Board shall, with all reasonable dispatch, re- 
turn the same to the said Court of Directors, or Committee of Directors, either 
with their approbation thereof, certified undy the hand of the chief secretary to the 
said Board by the order of the said Board, or if the said Board shall disapproves 
‘alter, or ‘vary in substance any of such proposed orders or instructions, in évery 
such case the said Board shall give to the said Directors in writing under the: hand 
of the chief secretary of the said Board, by order of the. said Board, their reasons at 
large in respect thereof, together with their instructions to the said Directors in rela« 
tion thereto; and that the said Directors shall, and they arehereby required forthwith 
to dispatch and send the letters, orders, and instructions, in the form approved by - 
the said Board, to the propergovernment orofficers in India or other limits aforesaid, 
without further delay, unless, on any representation made to them by the said 
Directors, the said Board shall order any alterations to be made therein ; and that 
the Directors of the said Company for the time being shall, and they are hereby 
tequired to pay obedience to, and shall be governed and bound. by such orders 
and instructions as they shall from time to time receive from the said Board of 
-Commissioners, touching or concerning such Sree ot: Se cornine, to the ter 
for and true intent of this Act. , = ms 
And whereas it is provided by the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain ‘ 
of the thirty-third year of His Majesty’s reign, that copies of all orders and instrua, 
tions which the Court of Directors, or any Committee of the Court of Directors 
of the said Company shall propose to be sent to India, shall be by them previously 


_Jaid before the said’ Board, and that within the space of fourteen days afterthe 


receipt of such proposed dispatches, the said Board shall return the same to the- 
said Court of Directors, or Committee of Directors, in the manner directed :by 
the said act ; and whereas the said limitation of fourteen days for the return of 
-such proposed -dispatches may be found inconvenient, 'be it therefore enacted, 
That so much of ite said act of he thirty-third year of His present Majesty, -as. 

: Fequires, 
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requires such proposed dispatches to ‘be -returned by ite said Board within 
fourteen days, ‘shall be and the same is hereby:repealed ; and that from and after 
the .. ae ae it shall be ‘sufficient for the said Board to return all sach 
proposed dispatches to the said Court of Directors, or Committee of the said 
Court of Directors; and’ the said Board is peishy eaNieg to return the sames 
with all reasonable dispatch. ~ -- ee : ane. ge 
- * - And be it further enacted, That from and shee the ’ © Board’ tay require 
the Commissioners for the Affairs of dudia, or any of the officers of the Board of se ee 
Commissioners for the Affairs’ of India, by the order and authority of the said ee by the 
Board; shall not only have free access to the books, papers, letters of Gorrespon- 
dence, evidences, and other records of the said Company, and be assisted in their . 
searches for the same, and furnished with copies or extracts, in the manner pre- ‘ 
scribed by the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, of the thirty third 
year of Tis Majesty’s reign, but shall and may call for and direct to be prepared, 3 
all such accounts, statements, and abstracts, relating to the affairs of the said 
Company as the said Board shall think fit ; and the said Court of Directors shall, 
with all reasonable dispatch, cause to be prepared and transmitted to the said 
‘ Board, all such accounts, statements, and aie betrace, as the said Board shall so ~ ~ 
direct to be prepared. oe 
% .*. “And whereas by the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, _ ds en at the 
thirty-third year of His Majesty’s reign, it is enacted, that the several oiders spar the hae 
and proceedings of the Presidencies of Fort William, Fort Saint George, and ‘dency, by the prin 
Bombay, should previously to their being published and put in execution, be fede: a 
2 signed by the chief secretary to the Council of the Presidency, by the authority bar alert ia 
* of the Governor General in Council, or Governors in Council, as the case may the Chief Secre- 
. bet and’ whereas inconvenience may arise to the public service, unless some *Y- ; 
other person, besides such chief secretary, be authorized to sign such ordersand ~. ‘.. ”. a 
proceedings ; be it therefore further enacted, That all such orders and: proceedings 33 Geo, INT. ¢. 52)", 
‘of the several governments and presidencies in India, shall or may, previously to % 39 
* their being published or put in execution, be signed in manner aforesaid, either 
~ by’ the chief secretary to the government of the said presidency, or in the absence 
of such chief secretary, by the principal sécretary of the department. of, such 
presidency to which such orders and proceedings relates any thing to the contrary 
notwithstanding. : e : 
12 : a And 
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Vacancies of Gos. | “And be it further enacted, That from and after the . 

manders in Chief, all vacancies which, from and after the S ee Ae a 

Leia LL ees shall happen in the office of Governor General of Fort. William, or of Governor 

tors, subject to His of either of the Company's presidencies or settlements. of Fort Saint George, or 

sjenty! § approbae Bombay, or of Governor of the forts and garrisons of Fort William, Fort Saint 
‘George, or Bombay ; ‘or of Commander-in-chief of all the. forces in India; or.of 

“*. ‘any provincial Commander-in-chief of the forces there, shall be filled up and 

supplied by the Court of Directors of the said United Company ; subject nevers 
theless to the approbation of His Majesty, to be signified in writing under his 
royal sign® manual, countersigned by the President of he Board. of Commis. 
sioners for the Affairs of India. 

Vacancies in India. And be it further enacted, That from and after the. - 

Coe oh toe ete it shall not be lawful for the said Court of Directors, either siavisionally or r others 

Conocil, Comman- wise, to nominate or appoint any person to succeed to any office or employment. . 

ders in Chief, Gee 4 ss sp . + : . : 
in the civil or military establishments of the said Company in the East-Indies, ox 


nerals on the Staff 
aud Taw Officer), parts aforesaid s save and except to the offices of Governor-general, Governor of 


the Gente antsle the several presidencics'and settlements of the said Company, the Commanders, 
India exclusively. 54) chief of all the forces in India, the several provincial commanders-in-chief, 
the Members of Council, Genera! Officers on the staff; and Advocate and Attorney. 
general, at the said ‘several presidencies and settlements ; and that when and as 
often as any vacancy shall happen in any such office_or employment (except as» 
aforesaid) holden by any officer or servant of the said Company in the East. 
Indies or parts aforesaid, such vacancy shall be supplied by the sole authority of 
the government of the. presidency or settlement to which such office or employ- 
ment shall belong; any thing contained in the said Act of the thirty-third year 
of His Majesty’s reign, or any other Act or Charter, or, other matter or ARE 
: whatsoever, to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Restoration’ of diss “And whereas by a certain Act, made in the fiftyefirst year of His Majesty's. 3 
; Sens ree reign, intituled, “* An Act for making further provision for the payment of sa- 
military, not to be * Jaries, and other charges in the Office of the Commissioners for the Affairs of 
tate cca & Indias and for enabling the East-India Company to restore to the service ‘of. 
51 Geo. tbs ¢. 75, # the said Company, military officers removed therefrom by sentences of Courts 
Bea Bie $ Martial; and to authorize the said ese in cases of ai emer, 


.. gency, 











is ‘ . . 


. 
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7 *. 
“ gency, to take up ships by private contract 3? it was declared dnd enacted, 
~'¢ that it was lawful for the Court of Directors of the said United Company, to’ 


testore to the service of the said Company,-any. military officer who should have 
‘been or should be dismissed or suspended therefrom by the sentence of a Court 


Martial, provided that no such restoration should be in any ways valid or effectual, 


‘Without the approbation and consent. of the. Board of Commissioners for the 
“Affairs of India, for that purpose had and obtained «”. And whereas it is expedient 
that the restoration by the said Court of Directors to the service of the said 
Company, of such of the said Company’s servants, civil and military, who shall 
be dismissed or suspended by the authority of any of the governmenjs or presi- 
dencies of the said Company in India, 
and consent of the said Board. of Commissioners ; be it therefore further 
enacted, That from and after the : ; : , no 
restoration’ by the said Court. of Directors to the service of the said 
Company, of any servant of the said Company, civil or military, who shall 
have been dismissed or suspended by the authority of any of the said Company’s 


governments or presidencies in the East-Indies, or parts ‘aforesaid, shall be valid 


or effectual, without the approbation and consent of the said Board of Commis- 


stoners, for that purpose firsthad and obtained.) |. ieee 
_* ~ AND whereas by the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain of the 
thirty-third year*of His present Majesty’s reign, it is enacted, “ that all the 
_ givil servants of the said United Company in India, under the rank or degree 
of Meniber of Council, shall have and be entitled to precedence in the service 
of the said Company at their respective stations, according to the seniority of 
4 their appointment :” And whereas the several governments of the said Company 
ate often prevented from appointing meritorious servants of the said Company ta 
be Members of Courts, Boards, and other official establishments, where offices of 
employments are exercised by several servants of the said Company collectively, 
lest by such appointment one. or more Members of such Court, Board, or other 
bitdation should be superseded ;° BE it therefore Enacted, That it shall and may 
‘be lawfal for any Governor General or Governor in Council of the said Com- 


pany, if he shall think proper, upon application in writing for that purpose by any 
g appointed a Member of any 


‘civil servant of the said Company desirous of bein 
such Court, Board, or other establishmen by special order to direct that such 
; : 4 seryant 


4 


x 


should be subject to the like approbation _ 


Persons may be 
appointed to offices, 
though not accorde - 
ing to precedence. 
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eservant t of the said Company, on being appointed to any office or employment in 


Payment for King’s . 


troo:'s by the 
Company, not to 
exceed 


men, unless greater 
number sent on 
their requisition, 


‘any such Court, Board, or other establishment, shall -take precedence at or in 


such Court, Board; or other establishment, according to the seniority of his ap- 
‘pointment as a Member of such Court, board or ‘other establishment, although 


‘such civil servant, in respect of whom such order shall be made, may thereby not 
‘take precedence at or in such Court, board, or other establistiment, according to.the _ 
‘seniority of his appointment’ to the ‘service of the said Company ; and such civil’ 
‘servant shall ‘thereupon take precedence at such Court, board, or other establish 
‘ment accordingly; the said Act or any other matter or thing to the’ contrary 


‘notwithstanding. Uh, ee he . an aig tt aS 
'! AND. whereas it is sgnedicnt: in’ “the present circumstances, ‘that the numbe¥ 
of His Majesty’s forces, for which payment should be made out of the revenues 
‘arising from the British territories and possessions in the East Indies, should be 
Esceriauted and fixed; BE it cares enacted, That from and after the 
BONE : : “ *. +t shall not be lawful os 
the Coniaimacds for the Affaire Tada to give or approve ‘orders or directions,” 
that there shall be paid defrayed, and allowed,’ out of the revenues arising from 
the said tertitories' and possessions, in respect of His Majesty’s forces sent or tg - 
be sent to the East Indies or parts aforesaid, for the security « of the said territories’ 


and possessions, ‘any sum or sunts of money in respect of any greater numbet of 


' His Majesty’s forces, than shall amount in the whole to “i: ° @ ee War eas: 
“men, including the ‘Commissioned and Non-compiissioned Officers ; unless any, 


No Gratuity above 
to be good 
unless confirmed by 
the Board. 


33 Gro, IIL. ¢. 52, 
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greater number of His Majesty’s forces:shall be sent to the East Indies and parts 
aforesaid, on the requisition of thesaid Court of Directors; in which last-case it? 
shall arid may be lawful for the said Commissioners to give and approve such 7 
orders and directions, for paying, allowing and defraying such sums.as aforesaid,” 
in respect to such additional doers of ee setae so ane sent on the. fequisition 
of the daid Company. ao 

AND whereas by the said Act.of itis: Pashianicat of Great Britaip os the: ‘thirty 
third year of His present Majesty, it was enacted, “ that mo graift or resolution” 
of the said Company, or their Court of Directors, ta be made after the passing of 
that Act, “and during the continuance of their right in the exclusive trade thereby’ 
granted, enereby the funds of the said Company. might _ become shengtailes with 
any. 


(C BSL). 
any neiv salary,: ox increase. of salary, gr any, new or additional. edebichuncte of - 
officers or servants, or any hew pension or incréase of pension, to any one person, .: 
exceeding two. hundred pounds. per annum, should be available i in law, unless. 
such grant oz resolution should he approved and confirmed by. the Board pf Com-. 
missioners for tlie’ Affairs of ‘India, attested under the hand of the ‘President of; 
the said Board:”. And whereas, for further protecting the funds of the said Com-; 
a pany, during the continuance of the further term hereby granted to the said Com.» 
pany, it is expedieng that the said Company should be put under reasonable limi- 
tations, in'respect-to the granting of P Bracuihes BE it therefore further enacted, 
That from and after the fey , it shall not be lawful fgr the said. 
Company to charge the funds of the said Company with the payment of any. 7 
tuity, to any officer, civil or military, exceeding thesum of ... sages 
unless the: grant or resolution:for that purpose shall have been approved and con- 
. firmed by-the Board of Cothmissioners for.the Affairs of Indians) {Ls y 2 yas . ; 
». AND whereas doubts have been entertained, whether the, governments of the Gayernor-Generak 
said Company established at Fort William, Fort Saint George, and Bombay re- cae ore 
spectively, have legal authority to impose duties and taxes, to be levied within William, Madras,. 
the several towns of Calcutta and Madras, and the town and Island of Bombay;:or and Bombay, may 


impove duties of 

duties and taxes, to be paid by any persons subject to the jurisdictions of the se~ Customs and other 

veral Courts of Judicature, called the Supreme Court of Judicature at’ Fort pe Se a 

William in Bengal, the Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras, or the Court of big diy of 

the Recorder of Bombay and also, whether the Provincial Courts, having juris- Died by the ‘ 

diction in matters of revenue, €an lawfully exercise ‘such jurisdiction within the ed Sea niile 
said several‘towns and island, or over any persons subject to the jurisdiction of the same manner ae in. 

"said geveral Courts of Judicature at Fort William, Madras, and Bombay respec- eneriaaa anche 

tively ; ‘and also, wh€ther the said governments can erect Provincial Courts, to. . 

exercise jurisdiction in matters of revenue, within the said several towns and island, 

and over the persons subject to the jurisdiction of the’several Courts of Judicature, 

at Fort William, Madras, and» Bombay, respectively ; agd-also,. whether persons 

being natives of India, in the service of the United Company of Merchants of 

England trading to’ the East Indies, or of any of. His Majesty’s subjects, -are, 

amenable to the jurisdiction of the Provincial Courts established in the East Indies 

for crimes committed within ‘the local jurisdiction of such last-mentioned Courts ¥ 
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aot whether such persons, being natives of India, in the service of the said United 


* Company, or of His Majesty’s subjects, are not exclusively amenable to the juris-: - 


diction of the said Courts at Fort Wiliam, Madras, and Bombay, respectively ; 
and it is expedient that such doubts should be removed; BE it therefore enacted 
and declared, That it was, and is, and shall be lawful, to and for the Governor 
General in Council of Fort William in Bengal, and to and for the Governor in 
Council of Fort St. George, and to and for the Governor in Council of Bombay, 
within the ‘respective Presidencies of Fort William, Fort Saint George, and 
Bombay, to impose all such duties. of customs and other taxes, to be levied, 


. raised, and paid within the said towns of Calcutta and Madras, and the said town 


And may give > 
jurisdiction in 


and island of Bombay, and upon and by all persons whomsoever, resident ot 


being therein respectively, and in respect of all goods, wares, merchandizes, ‘ 


commodities and property whatsoever also being therein respectively ;- and also 


upon and by all persons whomsoever, whether British born or foreigners, resident | 


or being in any country or place within the authority of the said governments 
respectively ; and in respect of all goods, wares, merchandizes, commodities, and 
property whatsoever, being in any such country or place, in as full, large,: and 
ample manner, as such Governor General in Council or Governors in Council 


respectively may now lawfully impose any duties or-taxes to be levied, raised, on’ 


paid, upon or by any persons whomsoever, or in any place viable within 
the authority of the said governments respectively. * 


And be it further enacted and declared, That it was, sad is, and shall and. 


a 
Matters of revenue May be lawful to and for the said Governor-general in Council, and the said 
toprovincial courts, Governors in Council respectively, within the said presidencies rémpactively, ta: 


to be exercised ove 
places and persons 
within such juris- 
diction. 


r 
erect and establish provincial courts, with jurisdiction in matters of revenue. 


-and to give and annex jurisdiction in matters of revenue td‘any provincial court- 
now in existence, or hereafter to be erected, to be exercised as well within the’ 


said towns of Calcutta and Madras, and the said town and island of | Bombay, 


and over all persons whomsoever, whether British born, foreign, or natives of 
India, and over all things whatsoever, or to whomsoever belonging, in as full, 
large, and ample manner, as such Governor-general in Council and Governors in 
Council respectively, within the said presente eepectivelyacte can now lawfully. 

: : ; os: erect 
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erect dr eétablish any provincial court, or give or annex any jurisdiction what:* 


Soever to any provincial court whatsoever. : ; 
*> And be it further enacted and declared, That all persons whomséever, being 
natives of India, who have been, now are, or hereafter may be employéd, by 
orin the service of [His Majesty, the said United Company, or of any of His 
-Majesty’s subjects, were, and are, and shall be subject and amenable to all pro- 
wincial ‘courts of competent jurisdiction for all crimes and misdemenors, and 
in all actions and suits whatsoever, of which such courts respectively could take 
cognizance, if the persons having committed such crimes or misdeameanors or 
-egainst whom the causes of such actions or suits shall have arisen, had? not been 
employed by, or had not been in the service of His Majesty, or the said United 
Company, or any of His Majesty’s subjects; any law, usage, or practice to the 
contrary thereof in any ways notwithstanding: Provided always, that nothing 
-herein contained shall atiywise oust the said supreme courts of judicature of Fort 
. William ‘and Madras, and the said court of the Recorder of Bombay respectively, 
of any jurisdiction over any natives of India, which such courts may now lawfully 
exercise ; but such supreme courts of judicature of Fort’William and Madras, 
and the said Court of the Recorder of Bombay respectively, as well as the provin-= 
cial courts herein referred to, according to their several jurisdictions, shall have a’ 
concurrent jurisdiction-over natives of India, employed by or in the service nf the 
"said United Company, or any of His Majesty’s subjects.” =" es Bak 
s/! 1 And whereas it is expediegt that the Governor in Council at Prince of Wales 
“Island should be -invested with the like power and authority, in respect to the 
imposing duties of custom and other taxes, in all places within the limits of his 
-authority, ‘a8 are possessed by the Governor in Council of Fort Saint George, 
® and the Governor in Council of Bombay, within their réspective presidencies ; 
- Be it therefore further enacted, That it shall and may ;be lawful for the Governor 
‘in Council of Prince of Wales Island to impose all Such duties of custom and 
,other taxes to be levied, raised, and paid, in all places within the limits of the’ 
authority of the Said Governor in Council of Prince of Wales Island, upon or by’ 
_-all'such and the like persons, and in respect of all such and the like matters and* 
things, as the said Governor in Council of Fort Saint George and the Governor in’ 
{Council of Bombay, may lawfully impose in their respective presidencies. 
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- AND whereas the courts established by the said United Company have “no 
jurisdiction over crimes maritime, and doubts have been entertained whether 
the admiralty jurisdiction of His Majesty’s courts at Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, extends to any persons but those who are amenable to their ordinary 
jurisdiction, by reason whereof failures of-justice may arise.; Be it therefore 
enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for His Majesty’s Courts at Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay, exercising admiralty jurisdiction, to. take cognizance of 
all crimes perpetrated on the high seas, by. any person. or persons whatsoever, — 
in-as full and ample a manner as any other court of admiralty jurisdiction. esta~ 
blished ly His‘Majesty’s authority in any colony or ee be 
‘longing to the Crown of the said United Kingdom, © 2 se: se 

AND whereas it is expedient that provision should be made for empower- 
ing the several Governments ofthe said Company in India, to restrain by: sum- 
maty convictions, British subjects residing in India without: licencator certifi- 
cate, or beyond the terms of such licence or certificate, in cases where:-such 
governments may not deem it advisable to exercise the powers vested in them 
of prosecuting such persons: for-a misdemeanor; or sending them to the United 
Kingdom; Be it therefore.enacted, That upon information being exhibited by 
‘the Advocate General, or other principal law officer‘of the said Company, at any 


-of their presidencies, in the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, the 


Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras, the Recorder’s Court’ at Bombay, 
or the Recorder’s Court at Prince of .Wales Islagd, that any such subject of His . 
Majesty thas been found in any part or place of the. Hast Indies, or parts afore~ 
said, to which the jurisdiction of the court in which such information may be 
filed extends, without being duly licensed or otherwise authorized for that pure 
pose, it shall and may be jnveful for the court in which such information may be* 
filed, ‘to cause such person to be arrested and brought before such court ; and 
upon proof being duly made before such court, of the substance. of the matter 
stated in the said information, such person shall be-required to produce, or prove, 
the licence or other authority under which he came to, and résides in, the East 
Indies, arid under which he resorted to, or was remaining, or found at the‘place 
where he shall be proved to have been; and in case he shall fail to produce or 
pare any a licence or avons or duly to account for the non- ee 

a) 
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or want of proof thereof, or if upon production or proof theréof it shall appéar to 
the said qourt, that the residence of such person in the East Indies, or his re- 
sorting to, or remaining in the place where he shall be- proved to have been, 
was not within the true intent and meaning of such licence or authority,. it shall 
and may be lawful for such court, in a summary way, to. convict such offender 
of having been found on such a day, at such a place, within the East Indies or 
parts aforesaid, without being duly licensed or otherwise authorised for that purpose; 
and to order such offender to pay such fine, not exceeding oo. Tupees, as 
thé said court shall think fit, and also to. commit such offender to the gaol of the 
presidency ‘fo which such court'shall belong, for a period not exceeding* 

rE Bey months, unless such fine shall be sooner paid ; and. in case such person 
shall a second time be convicted of a like offence, either before the same or any 
other court, it shall and may be lawful for such court before which such person 


_ thall-be so-convicted a second time, to order such offender to pay such fine, not 


exceeding ii. ©. i ..u.:- rupees, .as the said court shall think fit, and also 
tocommit such offender to the gaol of the presidency to which. such court shall, 
belong, for a period not.exceeding :;.: *. : months, unless such finé 
shall be sooner paid. : 
-« Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall extend, or be cons 
strued to extend, to repeal, alter, or annul, any enactment or provision contained 
in any. former Act or Acts, whereby any person so being found in the Fast Nottopreventsuch 
Indies or parts aforesaid, with out. having a licence. or other authority: for that po ee 
purpose, is or may be subjected to a prosecution for a misdemeanor, or whereby ate page 
such person is or may be liable to besent to the United Kingdom... ~:~ home; 

«. Provided nevertheless, That no person who shall have been convicted as But not tobe so 
aforesaid, shall be Jiable to be prosecuted for a misdemeanor, or sent to England, Neco 
in respect of any residence in the East. Indies or parts aforesaid, Prerousy to the viction. 


date of such conviction. 2) go teh HN a aii ke, . ch ie : 


« And for preventing any delay of justice, or the unnecessary detention of persons - 
charged with offénces ; be it-further enacted, That all His Majesty’s Courts ex: : 
ercising criminal jurisdiction within the said several Presidencies of the said Com- King's Courts re- 
pany, shall, and they are hereby required, =: .. times at the’ least in every Se 


Sessions times 

year, on such days, and at such. convenient intervals of times as. the. Judges of in every ar 
t 

the said Courts respectively shall appoint, to hold their Sessions, for the purpose wc 

of taking cognizance of all matters relating to pleas of the Crown, - 
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Fox Misdomeandis - And whereas great inconvenience and expense have hitherto been experienced . 
committed by Bri- in cases of prosecution under the authority of the Advocate General or others 
tish subjects more 
than miles principal Law Officer of the said Company: at their,several Presidencies of Fort. ° 
er ae William, Fort Saint George, and Bombay respectively, for misdemeanors com-r 
be filed ex officio, . mitted at a distance from the said several Presidencies, by the ordinary course of- 
eared indictment, or information filed with leave of the Court; be it therefore enacted, 
, Bench in England, That it shall and may be lawful for the Advocate General, or other principal Law: 
a Officer of the said Company at their several Presidencies, in-all cases of misdes., 
meanors alleged to have been committed by any British subject at a distance -of: 
more thane miles from the Presidency within the limits whereof such offence: 
shall be alleged to fave been committed, to file an information ex. officio in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, the Supreme Court of Judica-. 
ture at Madras, or the Recorder’s Court at Bombay, as the case may be ; and alls 
such proceedings shall and may be used and had upon such information as may 
lawfully be used and had in cases of information filed ex officio by His Majesty’s> 
‘Attorney General in His Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench in England 3 ae 
matter or thing to the “contrary notwithstanding. fon 
Persons may be And whereas it may be doubtful, whether the Governor General of Fort: 
arrested and seat to William in Bengal, or other persons authorized by the said Acts of the thirty~ 
Peet: third year of His present Majesty’s reign, to take, arrest, and seize such persons~ 
as may be found within the East Indies, and other limits of the said Company’s*+ 
Charter, without licence or other lawful authority for that purpose, have power! 
to remit or send any such person or persons to the said United Kingdom, except 
for the purpose of being’prosecuted for a misdemeanor: And whereas it mays 
be sufficient in many cases to remit and send such persons to the United King~ 
‘dom, without subjecting them to further punishment ; be it enacted, That it shalt: 
and may be lawful for the said Governor General, the Governor of any of the” 
said Company's Presidencies, the chief officer of the said Company resident at: 
any British settlement in the East Indies or parts aforesaid, the Company’s Couns 
cil of Supracargoes at the town and factory of Canton, within thé Said town and 
factory, and upon the river of Canton, or other part of the coast of China,’ and 
-such other persons as may be from time to time especially deputed and authorized ° 
for that purpose by the Court of Directors of the said United Company, to” 
take; arrest, seize, and cause to be taken, arrested, and seized, at any place or: 
: » : places : 
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places within the: East Indies. or parts aforesaid, and tosend tothe United 
Kingdom, all such persons- so being found at any such place or places in. 
the East Indies or parts aforesaid, without license or other. lawful autho- 
tity. for that purpose, and to remit and send such person or persons on board any: 
ship or ships, ef or belonging to, or in the service of the said United Company ; 
and the masters or other persons having the command of a!l such ships, shall and; 
they are hereby authorized and required safely and securely to keep all and every 
~ such person and persons wlio shall be sent on board any ship or ships for the pur-, 
” pose aforesaid, uniil such person or persons shall be landed in some port or ports, 
of the United iXingcom: Provided always, That every person who shgll be so: 
put on board any such ship for the purpose aforesaid, shall be entitled to be dis- 
charged in such part of the United Kingdom, in which such ship shall be moored, 
in safety, as such person shall think fit. : ee 
-» «And whereas His Majesty’s British subjects resident in the.British territories 
in India, without the towns ot Calcutta, Madras, and the town and island of Bom- 
bay, are now, by law, subject only to. the jurisdiciion of ilis Majesty’s courts at 
’ Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay respectively, and are exempted from the juris- 
diction of the courts established by the said United Company within the said 
territories, to which ail other persons, whether natives or others, inhabitants in 


the said territories, without the limits of the towns aforesaid, are amenable: and. 
whereas it is expedient to provide more effectual redress for the native inhabitants. 


of the said terrirories, as well in the case of assault or trespass which may be com- 
mitted by British subjects at a Aistance froas the places where his Majesty’s Courts 
are established, as in case of civil controvessies wich such British subjects; be it 
therefore enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any native of India, resi- 
* dent in the East Indies, or parts aforesaid, and without tie said towns, incase 
of any assault or trespass, alleged to have been done against his person or pro-. 
perty by a British subject, to complain of. such assault or trespass to the magis- 


Justices of Peace in, 

the Provinces shall 

have jurisdiction, in -- 
case of assault and 
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trate by the zillah or district, where tie alleged offender shall be resident, or in» 


which such assault or trespass shali have been done; and that such magistrate 
shall have power and authority to take cognizance of such complaint, to hear 
parties, to examine witnesses, and, having taken in writing the substance of the 


complaint, defence, and evidence, to acquit or convict ihe preson accused ; and 


in case of conviction, to inflict upon such person a suitable punishment by fine. 


not’ ; 
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“nat exceeding to be levied in casé of non-payment’ 
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a_ British sub- °° 
~ . * ‘ a A : eRe NO 
India resident in the East Indies or parts aforesaid, and without the jurisdiction of: 


by Warrant under the hand of the said magistrate, and upon any property of the 
party so convicted, which may be found within the said district; and if no such 
property shall be,found within the said district, then it shall be lawful for the 
said magistrate, by warrant also under his hand, to commit'such offender to some 
place of confinement within the said zillah or district, which i in the judgment of 
the said magistrate shall be fit for receiving such offender ;° or if there shall be -no 
fit place of confinement, then to the gaol “of the Presidency, to remain there fot 
a period not exceeding . , unless such fine shall be sooner paid; and 
it shall bg Jawful for the said magistrate to award the whole or any portion of sucli 
fine to the party aggtieved, by way of satisfaction for such injury: Provided’ 
always, that in all cases of conviction of a British subject, under the provision 
herein-before contained, the magistrate before whom such conviction shall take 
place, shall forthwith transmit copies of such conviction, and of all depositions and 
other proceedings relative thereto, to the government to which the place wherein 
the offence was committed is or shall be subordinate: Provided also, That all such — 
fines shall be paid in the first instance to the magistrate before whom the party 
offending shall be convicted, and the amount thereof, after making ‘such: satis- 
faction to the party aggrieved, as aforesaid, if any, shall be transmitted by such 
magistrate to the clerk of the crown, or other officer to whom it belongs to 
receive fines in His Majesty’s Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery for’ 
the province within which the offence shall have been-committed; and such fineg 
shall and may be disposed of in the same manner as other fines imposed by such 
court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery : Provided also, That all such con« 
victions shall and may be removable by writ of certiorari into. the said Courts of 
Qyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery respectively, in the same manner and’ 
upon the, same terms and conditions, and shall be proceeded upon in the same 
manner in every respect as\is directed in the said act of the thirty-third year of 
His Majesty’s reign, with regard to other convictions before justices of peace in’ 
the British settlements or territories in India. ™~ od 
And be it further enacted, That in all cases of debt not exceeding the sum of 
» tupees, alleged to be due from any British subjects to any native of 


ake: -seyeral Courts of Request established at Calcuttd, Madras, and Bombay _ 


respectively, 
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respectively; it shall and may be' lawfal for the magistrate of the zillah or ¢iptrict 


where such British subject shall be resident, or in which such debt shall -have been - 


contracted, to take cognizance of all such debts, and'to examine witnesses upon 
oath, and ina summary way to decide between the parties, wixch decision shall 
be final and conclusive to all intents and purposes ; and in all cases where any such 
debt shall be found to be due from any Beitish subject to any such native of 
India; the amount thereof shall and may be levied in the same manner and 

_ subject to the same regulations and provisions in respect to the commitment of 
the debtor, as are hereinbefore made and provided in respect to the levying of 
fines in case.of the conviction of a British subject before such magistrate. 

And be it further enacted, That from and after the ‘ : 
all British subjects of His Majesty, as well the servants of the said United Com- 
pany as-others, who shall reside, or shall carry on trade of other business, or shal] 
be in the occupation or possession of any immoveable property in any part of the 

_ British territories in India, at the distance of more than * miles from the 
several Presidencies of Fort William, Fort Saint George, and Bombay respec- 
tively, shall be subject to the jurisdiction of all Courts which now have, or here: 
after may have cognizance of civil suits, either originally or by way of appeal, 
within the districts or places where such British subjects shall so reside, or carry on 
trade or business, or possess or occupy immoveable property, in allactions and pro= 
ceedings of a civil nature (except as hereinafter excepted,) in the like manner as 
natives of India, and other persons not British subjects, are now liable to the 
jurisdiction of such Courts by and under the regulations of the several Govern- 
ments of Fort William, Fort Saint George, and Bombay respectively: Provided 
always, That no British subject shall be liable to be sued in any such Court in 
respect of residence, unless he shall have his residence within the jurisdiction 
thereof at the time of commencing the action or proceeding against him; or that 
the cause of action shall have arisen within the jurisdiction of the said Conrt, and 
the action shall be brought within years after the cause thereof shall have 
arisen, and also’ within months aftér the defendant shall have ceased to 
teside’withia such jurisdiction ; nor shall any British subject be liable to be sued 
in any such Court in respect of his carrying on trade or business within the 
jurisdiction thereof, unless the cause of action shall have arisen within such juris- 
diction, and shall relate to the trade or business so carried on 3 nor tobe sued in. 
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“ respect of any inimoveable property possessed or occupied by him, unless such 


property shall be situated within the jurisdiction of the Court in which he shall 
be so sued, and such suit shall be brought to recover the possession or occupation 
of such'property gor for rent, or cther demand arising out of the possession ar 
occupation of such property by such British’subject : Provided also, That where 


‘by the laws or regulations in force, or hereafter to be in force, within the pro- 


vinces respectively subject to the Governments of Fort Wiliam, Fort St. George, 
‘and Bombay aforesaid, it would be competent to a party to any finat judgment or 
decree of any subordinate Civil Court of Judicature, to.appeal therefrom to the : 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or other Court however denominated, exercising 
within those provinces respectively the highest appellate jurisdiction in civil suits, 
it shall be competent to British subjects of His Majesty, in suits brought against 
them under the provisions of this Act, instead of appealing to the said Sudder © 
Dewanny Adawlut, or other Court so exercising the highest appellate jurisdie- 
tion as aforesaid, to appeal to the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, 
or Fort St. George, or the Recorder’s Court at Bombay, according as the action 
may have been brougift in the provinces subordinate to either of the said Presi- 
dencigs ; and such Court shall have the same powers as to suspending or allow- 
ing execution of thé judgment or decree appealed against, and as to taking 
security for costs, or for the performance of the decree or judgment of the said 
subordinate courts, as the said Sudder Dewanny Adawlut or other such Court as 
aforesaid would Have had, and shall, also make rules of practice for the conduct — 
of the said ‘appeals, in all other respects, conforming in substance and effect as 
nearly as possible to the course of procedure of the said Sudder Dewanny Adaw- 
lut, or other such Court as aforesaid in cases of appeal: Provided also, That 
nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to fake away the 
jurisdiction of the said Supreme Courts of Judicature at Fort William and 
Madras, or the said Recorder’s Court at -Bombay respectively ; but that all 
persons having cause of action against any British subject may, at their election, 
instead of suing in such provincial courts as hereinbefore provided, commence 
and prosecute their said suits in the said Supreme Courts of Judicature, and the 
said Recorder’s Court respectively, in the same mannet as before the passing of 
this Act. : : bee : ett 
And" 
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And be it further enacted, That every British subject of His Majesty, not British Subjects, 


in the service of Tiis said Majesiy, or of the said United Company, who shail at 
any time aficr the go to and reside in any 
part of the British territories in India, distant more than a miles from the 
Presidency to wiich the same shall be subordinate, with the permission of the 
Government of such Presidency, or who shall, after the said day, change his 
residence from one paft thereof to another, distant as aforesaid, with such per- 

nission, shail procure from the Chief Secretary of the said Government or other 
officer authorized for that purpose, a Certificate signed by the said Chief Secretary: 
or other Oficer, expressing that such British subject has the perinission of such 
Government to reside at such place, specifying the same, and expressing also 
whether such permission has been granted during-the pleasure of such Govern- 
ment, or for any limited time ; and the said certificate shall be deposited by such 
British subject in the Civil Court of the district in which he shall so go to reside, 
within after his taking up his residence there, and shall be kept 
among the records of the said Court, of which Certificate so deposited, a true 
copy attested by some officer of such Court thereto authorized, shall be given to 
the party depositing the same, and shall be deemed and taken in all Courts of 
Justice, and on all occasions whatsoever, to be good and sufficient evidence of 
such Certificate, unless the contrary shall be shewn: And no British subject not 
in the service of His Majesty, or of the said United Company, going to reside 
in any such part of the British territories, or changing his re§idence from one 
part thereof to another, after the said day, shall be allowed, while he so resides, 
to have or maintain any civil action or proceeding (other than in the nature of an 
appeal) against any person whomsoever in any Court of Civil Jurisdiction within 
the British territories in India, until he shall have filed, in the Court in which 
such action or proceeding is commenced, a copy of such certificate, signed by the 
Judge of the Court wherein the same is deposited ; and if it shall be proved to 
the Court in which such action is brought, that such British subject is residing at 
any place within the said territories, distant more than miles from the Pre- 
sidency to which it is subordinate, otherwise than according to the permission 
contained in such Certificate, or that such permission has been revoked, or that, 
being for a limited time, it has expired and has not been renewed, and that such 
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British subject is therefore residing without permission at more than miles 
distance from such Presidency, such British subject shall thereupon be non- 
suited. s 
Justices of the And wherei$ great inconvenience has arisen, from requiring the civil ser- 
ae vants of the said United Company, and other persons stationed at a distance from 
Oaths in any the Presidencies, to attend and take the oaths in the Courts of Oyer end 
Court of Justice he 


within the Pro. Terminer of the said Presidencies, as prescribed by the said Act of the Pariia- 
ven Ul. ¢.59, Ment of Great Britain of the thirty-third year of His Majesty’s reign; Be it 
5. 152, * therefore enacted, That all persons who shali be nominated and appointed in 
any such tommissions of the peace as are in the said Act mentioned, shall be 
capable of acting as Justices of the Peace in every respect, according to the 
tenor of such commissions, upon taking and subscribing in any civil or criminal 
Court of Justice, within the provinces in and for which such commissions shall 
have issued, before any other Justice of the Peace, the like oaths as are 
appointed by the said Act to be taken in the Court of Oyer and Terminer of 
the province or presidency for which such persons shall be appointed to act as 
Justices of the Peace; and the subscription of such persons to the said oaths 
shall be deposited and kept with the records of the Courts of Justice in which 
the said Oaths shall have been administered, 

Provincial Courts of And whereas it is expedient that the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, and Niza 
Se et mut Adawlut, or other provincial Courts, however denominated, exercising the 
civil or criminal highest jurisdiction within the provinces respectively subject to the governments 
Sevres of Fort William, Fort St. George, and Bombay, should have power and autho- 
withstanding theju- rity to execute process of arrest, either civil or criminal, within the towns of 


ne of BS Calcutta and Madras, and the town and island of Bombay, notwithstanding the 
jurisdiction of His Majesty’s Courts established at those places respectively ; be it 
therefore enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the said court of Sudder 
Dewanny and Nizamut Adawlut, or other provincial Courts aforesaid, to execute 
or cause to be executed upon all persons subject to the jurisdiction of such 
Courts respectively, all manner of lawful process of arrest, within the respective 
limits of the towns of Calcutta and Madras,and of the town and island of Bombay, 
in the same manner as the said Courts respectively may, by virtue of any power 


now 
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now vested, or hereafter to be vested in them, lawfully execute, or cause to be 
executed, such process in any place situate without the said limits; any#Act, 
Charter, or other matter or thing whatsoever to the contrary notwithstanding: 
Provided always, That all sach process which shall be executeg within the limite 
aforesaid, shall be in writing, and shall have underwritten or indorsed theregn, 
or otherwise annexed thereto, a translation thereof, or of the substance thereof, 
in the English langage and character, signed by one of the Judges of the 
Court from whence the same shall issue. : 
And whereas it is expedient, for the protection of property and trade in the 
East Indies, and other places between the Cape of Good Hope and thg Streights 
of Magellan, that the stealing or taking by robbery of securities for the payment 
of money within the East Indies and other places aforesaid, should be made 
and should be punishable as and also, that further pro- 
visions should be made for the punishment of the crime of forgery, and of 
uttering forged instruments, and of counterfeiting the current coin, and uttering 
such counterfeit coin in the East Indies or other places aforesaid ; be it therefore 
enacted, That if any person or persons within the local limits of the criminal 
jurisdiction of any of His Majesty’s Courts at Fort Willia®, Fort Saint George, 
Bombay, or Prince of Wales’ Island, or of any other Court erected or to be 
erected by any charter of His Majesty, his heiss or successors, in the East Indies 
or elsewhere, between the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan ; 
or if any person or persons, personally subject to the jurisdiction of any of the 
said Courts, at any place in the East Indies or elsewhere, between the Cape of 
Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan, at any time after the 
shall steal, or take by robbery, any bond, bill of 
exchange, promissory note, treasury note, banker’s note, order, acknowledg- 


ment, or other security or warrant for the payment of money, or entitling any 
person to the payment of money, being the property of any other person or 
persons, or of any corporation, notwithstanding any of the satd particulars are 

termed in law a chose in action, it shall be deemed and construed to be 
, of the same nature, and in the same degree, and with or without the 
benefit of Clergy, in the same manner as it would have been if the offender had 
stolen or taken by robbery any other goods of like value with the money due on 
‘La . such 
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such,bond, note, biil, order, acknowledgment, warrant, or other secuyity respec- 
tively, or. secured thereby, and remaining unsatisfied ; and such offender and 
offenders shall suffer such punishment as he, she, or they would or might have 
done, if he, she, of they had stolen other goods of the like value wit: the monies 
due on such bond, note, bill, order, acknowledgment, warrant, or other security 
respectively, or secured thereby, and remaining unsatisfied ; any law to the 
contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 
And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons, after the said 
within the local limits of the said Courts, 
or if any person or persons, personally subject to the jurisdiction of any of ‘he 
said Courts, at any place in the East Indies, or els*where, between thc Cape of 
Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan, after the said 
shall falsely make, forge, counterfeit, or alter, or cause or procure to 
be falsely made, forged, counterfeited, or alteret, or willingly act or assist in 
the false making, forging, counterfeiting, or aliering any deed, or any written 
instrument for the conygyance of any property or interest in any land, house, or 
goods, or for securing the payment of money, or any will, testament, bond, 
writing obligatory, bill of exchange, promissory n-te for payment of money, 
or any indorsement or assignment of any bill of exchange or proinissory note for 
the payment of momey, or any acceptance of any bill of exchange, or any 
acquittance or receipt either for money or goods, or any accourtable receipt of 
any note, bill, or other security for payment of money, orany warrant or order 
for payment of money or delivery of goods, or any licence or certificate, 
authorizing any person to go to reside or be ta the Hast Indies, or any other 
place between the Cape of Good Hope and the Streighis of Muyellan, or any 
attested copy of such licence or certificate, with intention to defra -d any person 
whatsoever, or any corporation; or shall utter, or publish as true, or sell, offer, 
or dispose of, or put away, within the limits aforesaid, any false. forged, coun- 
terfeited, or altered deed, written instrument for the conveyance of property or 
interest in any land, house, or goods, or for securing the payment of money, or 
any will, testament, bond, writing obligatory, biil of exchange, promissory 
note for payment of money, indorsement or assignment of any bill of exchange 
or promissory note for payment of money, acceptance of any bill of exchange, 
; acquittance 
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acquittance, or receipt either for money or goods, accountable receipt for any 
note, bill, or other security for payment of money, warrant or order for spay- 
ment of money or dslivery of goods, licence, certificate, or attested “copy of 
any such licence or certificate, with intention to defraud any person or any cor- 
poration, knowing the same to be false, forged, counterfeited, or altered; it 
shall and may be lawfal for the Court, before which any such person or persns 
shall be convicted of any such offence by due course of law, to order and 
adjudge that such p:rson or persens shall be to 
such place beyond the seas, and for such term of years, as the said Court shall 


direct. ‘i 


And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons, after the said Counterfeiting cur~ 
rent coin punishable 


within the local limits of the said 
Courts, or if any person or persons, personally subject to the jurisdiction of 
any of the said Courts, at any place in the East Indies, or elsewhere, between 
the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan, shall, after the 
said counterfeit, or procure to be 
counterfeited, or willingly act or assist in counterfeiting, Any of the gold or silver 
coins of any of the British Governments in India, cr any gold or silver coin 
usually current and received as money in payments in any part of the Buitish 
possessions ‘n the East Indies, it shall and may be lawful for the Court before 
which any such person or persons shall be convicted of any such otfence by due 
course oer law, to order ard adjudge, that such person or persons shall be 
to such place beyond the seas, and for such term of years, 
as the said Court shall direct. ; 
And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons after the said 
within the Jocal limits of the said Courts 
or if any person or persons personally subject to the jurisdiction of any of the 
said Courts, at any place in the East Indies, or elsewhere between the Cape of 
Good Hope and the Streighis of Magellan, shall, after the said 
utter or tender in payment, or sell, or givein exchange, 
or pay or put off to any person or persons, any such false or coucterfeited coin 
as aforesaid, and shall be thereof convicted, every person so offending shail suffer 
months imprisonment, and shall, at the discretion of the Court 
before 
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before which he or she shall be so convicted, be sentenced to hard labour during 
the 4erm of such imprisonment, and find sureties for his or her good behaviour for 
“» months more, to be computed from the end of the said first 

months; and if the same person shall afterwards be convicted a second time.of 
the like offence, of uttering or tendering in payment, or giving in exchange, or 
paying or putting off any such false or counterfeit coin as aforesaid, knowing the 
same to be false or counterfeit, such person shall, for such second offence, suffer 

imprisonment, and also at the discretion of the Court before 
which he or she shall be so convicted, be sentenced to hard labour during the 
term of such imprisonment, and find sureties for his or her good behaviour for 

more, to be computed from theend of the said first 

and if the same person shall afterwards offend a third time in uttering or tender- 
ing in payment or giving in exchange, or paying or putting off any such false or 
counterfeit coin as aforesaid, knowing the same to be false or counterfeit, and 
shall be convicted of such third offence in any of the Courts aforesaid, he or she 
shall be sentenced to * to such place beyond the seas as the said 
Court shall direct. : 

And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons having been convicted 
of any offence or offences by virtue of this act, shall again be prosecuted in any 
Court, other than the Court or Courts wherein such person or persons shall have 
been before convicted for a like offence, whereby such person or persons would 
be subject to an increased punishment, the Clerk of the Crown, or other officer ta 
whom it belongs to keep the records of the Court where any such copviction 
shall have taken place, shall, at the request of the prosecutor, or any other person 
on his Majesty’s behalf, certify the same, by writing under his hand in a few 
words, containing the substance and effect of such conviction, for Which certifi- 
cate and no more shall be paid; and such certificate being pro- 
duced in Court shall be sufficient proof of such former conviction. 

And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons, after the said 
within the local limits of the said 
courts, or if any person or persons, personally subject to the jurisdiction of any 
of the said courts, at any place in the Hast Indies, or elsewhere between the Cape 
of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan, shall after the said 
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e have in his, her, or their custody, without lawful excuse, the praek 
whereof shall lie on the party accused, any greater number of pieces than e 
pieces of such false or counterfeit coin as aforesaid, every such person being 
thereof convicted upon the oath of one or more credible witness or witnesses, 
before one of his Majesty’s justices of the peace, or, if there should be no 
justice of the peace duly qualified to act in the place where such offence shall be 
committed, before one of the judges of his Majesty’s court there, shall forféit 
and lose all such false and counterfeit coin, which shall be cut in pieces and de- 
stroyed by order of such justice or judge, and shall for every offence forfeit and 
pay any sum of money not exceeding in value ° 





or less than in the currency of the place in which such 
offence shall be committed, for every such piece of false or counterfeit coin which 
shall be found in the custody of such person, one moiety to the informer or in- 
formers, and the other moiety to the poor of the presidency, settlement or place, 
in which such offence shall be committed; and in ggse any such penalty shiall 
not be forthwith paid, it shall be lawful for such justice or judge to commit the 
person or persons who shall be adjudged to pay the same, to the common gaol or 
house of correction, there to be kept to hard labour for the space of 
calendar:months,or until such penalty shall be paid. 

And be it further enacted, That the governments of the said presidencies Government to 
and settlements respectively shall, and they are hereby required to take order for Gn pruces ie 
the due performance of all sentences of pronounced by any execution. 
of the sgid courts, under and by virtue of this act: Provided always, That it shall eee 


to be transported to 


not be lawfui for any such court to order the transportation of any person being a *y SS aaa 
. . egrees IN. Ly 
native of India and not born of European parents, to any part beyond the seas, or degrees S.L, 


situated more than degrees north, or degrees south 
of the line. 

AND whereas the said United Company have lately established, in England, College and Milita- 
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service in India, and also a Military Seminary for the appropriate education of Directors, with the 
: 7 A “ cae ‘ A i And wl ne kt . approbation of the 
young men designed for their Military service in India : And whereas it is expe- Board, may make 
dient that the said College and Military Seminary should be further continued me ay regula- 
4 a A . ions for the same. 

and maintained, and that proper rules and regulations should be constituted and 


e established, 


Directors may make 
representations, ree 
specting alterations 
or additions by the 


Board, 


’ Bishop of London 
may exercise Visi- 
tatorial jurisdiction, 


No person to be 
appointed a Writer, 
. unless he kept 


"e 398 3 


+e 


“‘estatvished, by authority of law, for the’ good government of ‘the said College - 


‘and ‘vEitary Seminary respectively ; BE it therefore enacted, That the said 
ae * . . * “ 
Colleg? and Military Seminary shall be continued and maintained by the said | 
United Company during the further term hereby granted to the said Company, 


and that it shall and may be4awiul for the said Court of Directors, and theyar e 


hereby required, forthwith, after the : . to frame 
shel miles and regulations for the good government ofethe said College’ and 
Military Scminary respectively, as in their judgment’shall appear best adapted. 
to the purposes aforesaid; and to lay the same before the Board of Comsaission- 


_ers for the Affairs of India, for their revisal and approbation, who shall thereupon 


proceed to consider the same, and shall and may make such alterations therein | 


«¢ and additions thereto as the said Board shall think fit ; nevertheless all such rules 
, and regulations shall and may be subject to such future revision and alteration by 


the said Court of Directors, with the approbation of the’ said Board, as circum- 
stances may from time tagtime require in that bebalf ; and all such rules and. ~ 
regulations so framed, approved, revised or altered, shall be deemed and taken 
-to,be good and valid in law, and shall be binding and effectual upon all persons 
and in all matters belonging or relating to the said College and Military Scminary 
respectively ; any law, charter or other matter or thing to the contrary: not- 
withstanding: Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall prevent the 
said Court of Directors from making such representation, with respect to ‘any 
alterations in or additions to such rules and regulations which may be made by 
the said Board of Commissioners, as the said Court of Directors shall atgny time 
think fit. : 
And be it further enacted, That from and after the . son 
it shall and may be lawful for the Lord Bishop of London, to have and exercise, 
and he is hereby authorized and empowered to have and exercise such Visitatorial 
power and jurisdiction over all such persons, matters and things, belonging or 
relating to the said College, and in such manner as shall be appointed and _. 
established by the said rules-and regulations of the said College in that behalf ; 
any matter or thing whatsoever to the contrarynotwithstahding. “ 
And be it further enacted, That from and after the _ ‘ “at 
shall not be lawful for the said Court ‘of Directors to nominate, appoint’ or. send 
. to 
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‘to the FastJndies or parts aforesaid, any person in the capacity of a Writer, terms at the Cols 
: 4 . lege, and shal} pros 
unless such person shall have been duly entered at such College and have résided duce a certificate of 


.there : years according to the rules and regulations hai es 
thereof; and shall also produce to the said Court of Directors a certificate under wy 
the hand of “," of the said College, testifying the good 
behaviour of such person, and that he has for the space of years been 
a member of and duly conformed himself to the rules and regulations of the said 
College. : 

. And be it further Enacted, That from and after the Establishment of 


i 4 . : ffi in the Cols 
as well the establishment of all offices in or connected with the said Cotlege and fogs and Military 


Military Seminary of the said Company, as the appointment ofall persons to Seolnary and all 
E ~ . ., . pointments 
fill the said offices, shall be subject to the controul and regulation of the said tkereto, to be sub- 
Board of Commissioners ; and that no order for the establishment of any such Jc wera ae 
office, or any appointment of any person to fill,any office, in or connected with the Board, 
the said College or Military Seminary, shall be valid gg effectual until the same 
shall have beet approved by the said Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India. . ‘ 
AND whereas for the due performance of the public duties of Religion at puncealy sel D ie 
the said College, as well as for the maintenance of sound learning and religious Ain reiidende, 
education, it is expedient that the Principal, and some of the Professors, of the 
said College, should be Clergymen of the Established Church: And whereas it 
may be expected that among Clergymen best qualified for such situations, from 
their ch@Macter and attainments, some may be possessed of benefices in the 
_ Church; Be it enaeted, That from and after the. : . 
every spiritual, person holding the situation of Principal, or Professor, in the 
said College, and actually performing the duties of the same, shall be and he is 
hereby exempted from residence on any benefice of which he may be possessed, 
in the same manner as the spiritual persons specified in an Act passed in the the. Fe 
forty-third year of His present Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act to amend 43 Geo. III, C. 84, 
“ the Laws relating to Spiritual Persons holding of Farms; and for enforcing niet 
“the Residence of Spiritual Persons on their Benefices in England,” are by the . 
said Act exempted from residence on their respective benefices ; any Act, matter | 
or thing to the contrary notwithstanding. = BAPE ONS a st 
- No, XII M- ‘ a . And 


* 


ee Ee, 
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. %. And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful, for the said 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, when and as often as they shall 
think-fit, to issue and send to the Court of Directors, for the purpose of being 
transmitted to the several Governments of the said Company, such orders-and 
instructions as they shall think fit, respecting all rules, regulations and establish- 
ments whatever, of the several Colleges established by the said Company at. Cal: 
cutta and Fort Saint George, and of all other Colleges and Seminaries whatever 
which may hereafter be established under the authority of any of the govern- ” 
ments of the said Company ; and the said Court of Directors are hereby required 
to transmit the same accordingly: Provided always, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall extend; or be construed to extend, to restrict ‘or prohibit the said 
Court of Directors from making all such representations to the" said Boardof 
Commissioners, respecting the said orders or instructions, as the saig Court. of 
Directors shall at any time think fit. " a oP oe, ade 
AND whereas no Provision hath hitherto been made for the maintenance 
and support of such persons as may be appointed by His Majestysto superintend 
the Christian Church, and to administer holy ceremonies in the “British ter- 
ritories in the East-Indies, and other parts within the limits of the said Com- 
‘pary’s Charter; BE it therefore enacted, That in case it shall please His 
Majesty, by His Royal Letters Patent under the Great Seal of thesaid United 
Kingdom, to erect, found and constitute, for the whole of the said British terri- 


‘tories in the East-Indies, and parts aforesaid, one Bishoprick ; for the: ‘presi- 


‘dency of Fort William in Bengal, one Archdeaconry ; for the predidency. of 
Fort Saint George, on the coast of Coromandel, one Archdeaconry ; and for the 
presidency and island of Bombay, on the coast of Malabar, one Archdeaconry ; 
and from time to time to nominate and appoint a Bishop and Archdeacons to 
such Bishoprick and Archdeaconaries respectively : The Court of Directors of 
the said Company, during such time as the said territorial acquisitions shall 
remain in the possession of the said Company, shall and they are hereby required 
to direct and cause to be paid, certain established salaries to such Bishop arid 
Archdeacons respectively (that is to say) from and out of the reuenues of the said 
presidency of Fort William in Bengal to the said Bishop, “+ by the 


“year, at an exchange of two shillings for the Bengal. rupee ; and to the said 


. Archdeacon 
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Archdeacon, of the said presidency of Fort William, . +. 

by the year, at the like exchange; and from and out of fers revenues of the , 
presidency of Fort Saint George, on the coast of Coromandel, to the Anchdencon 
of the said presidency of Fort Saint George, : 

by the year, at an exchange of eight shillings for the pagoda at Madras ; “and 
from and out of the revenues of the presidency and island of Bombay, on the 
coast of Malabar, to the Archdeacon of the. said presidency and island of 


Bombay, : by the year, at an exchange of 
for the Bombay rupee. : 
“And be it further enacted, That the said salaries shall take place gnd com- When Salaries to 


. commence, 
mence, in respect to such persons who shall be resident in the said United King- 


dom at the time of their appointment, upon and from the day on which such , 
._ person shall embark from the said United Kingdom ; and that the salaries of all 
such persons who shall ‘Bt the time of their appointment be resident in India, 
shall commence and take place from and after their respectively taking upon them 
_ the execution of ‘their respective offices ; and that aif ouch salaries shall be in 
lieu of all'fees of office, perquisites, emoluments and advantages whatsoever ; 
and that no fees of office, perquisites, emoluments or advantages whatsoever, 
shall be accepted, received, or taken, in any'manner or on any account or pretence 
whatsoever, other than the salaries aforesaid. 
And be it further enacted, That the said person and persons so to be anpotiied renee a yaa 
Bishop and. Archdcacons, respectively, shall not carry on, nor be concerned concerned ia trass. 
in, or have any dealings or transactions by way of traffic or commerce of any i. 


'. kind whatsoever, either for his or their own use, benefit, profit or advantage, or 


the use, benefit, profit or advantage of any person whatsoever. 
Provided always, and be it further enacted, That such Bishop shall not have Bishop to have no » 


dicti 1 functi h: hi jurisdiction over 
or use any jurisdiction, or exercise any episcopal functions whatsoever, either in pisces or persons 
- the East- Indies or elsewhere, but only such jurisdiction and functions as shall er ¢xcept_ a8 may be 

: . os - A : - limited by Letters 
may from time to time be limited to him by his Majesty by Letters Patent under Patent. 


the Great Seal of the United Kingdom. 


And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for His Majesty, His Majesty may 
from time to time if he shall think fit, by His Letters Patent under the Great ied ey bees ; 


Seal of the said United Kingdom, to grant to such Bishop so to be nominated and sitical ruri-diction 
: = as He way fiud ne- 


M2 _ appointed cessary. 


13 Geo. IL. ©, 63. 
613.0 7 
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appointed as aforesaid, such ecclesiastical ‘jurisdiction, ‘within the Fast-Indies 
and*parts aforesaid, as His Majesty shall think necessary for the superintendence 
and good government of the Ministers of the Church within the said East-Indies 
and parts aforesaid ; any law, charter, or other matter or thihg to the contrary 
notwithstanding. : : ‘3 
And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons w womusérer shall 
be convicted of making a false oath, touching any of the matters directed or 
required by this Act to be testified on oath, such person or persons so convicted 
as aforesaid shall be deemed guilty of and shall be liable to the pains 
and penadties to which persons guilty of are liable by 
any law in force in that part of the said United Kingdom called England: And 
if any person shall corruptly procure or suborn any other person or persons to 
swear falesly in any such oath, such person being duly convicted of such pro- 


_ euring and suborning, shall for evegy such offence incur and suffer such penalties, 


forfeitures, pains sad disabilities, as persons convicted of . ve 


_are respectively liable unté, by, any law in force in the said part of the United 


Tf actions be 
brought for unlaw- 
fal arresting of per- 
sons found in the 
Enst Indies, &c. 
the defendants may 
plead the general 
Assues 


Proof to tie on the 
w plain, 


Kingdom called England. : 

And be it farther enacted, That if at any time before the further term bores 
by granted to the said Company, any suit or action shall be brought or com- 
menceé against thes said United Company, or any of their servants, or any 
persons acting by their authority, for the recovery of any costs or damages for the: 
unlawful taking, arresting, seizing, imprisoning, sending or bringing into England 
of any person or persons found in the East-Indies or other parts aforesaid, rith- 
in the limits of the said Company’s Charter, or as not being authorized tr reside 
or traffic there, the defendant or defendants to such suit or action may plead ihe 


‘general issue, and give the special matter in evidence for his or. their de‘ence ; 
* > 


and the proof shall lie on the plaintiff or plaintiffs upon the trial of the issue, 
to shew that, at the time or times of arresting or seizing such person or persons 
respectively for the causes aforesaid, in the manner in which such ariesting or 
seizing shall be laid or charged to have-been done in or by the declaration or 
declarations in such suits or actions, the person or persons so arrested was cr were 
in the military or marine service of His Majesty, His Heirs or Successors, vr 


was or were under covenant to serve the'sid Company in India, or was or were 


* . z ~ - duly 
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duly possessed of a licence or Peas) certificate or certificates in writing, 
authorizing him or them to go to or reside and traffic in India, or other the 2 iprts 
aforesaid, or that the person or persons, not being ia His Majesty’s service, was: 
ar were, at tle time or times of his or their being so seized or arresteil, ‘entitled 
or authorised, by -the * stipulation of such covenants, licences or. certificates 
respectively, to remain and continue in India or other the parts aforesaid ; and. 
in failure of such proof, the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall becoine nonsuited ; and in 
‘such case, or in any other cases wherein the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall becone 
nonsuited, or wherein judgment shall be given against such plaintiff or plaintiffs 
upon demurrer, or where a verdict shall pass for the defendant or defendants, he 
or they shall have *" costs awarded to be paid by the respective plaintiff 
or plaivtiffs t in such suit or action ; any law, statute, or provision to the contrary’ 
notwithstanding. : . 
And be it further enacted, That all suits and., prosecutions for any thing done Limitation of Suits. * 
under or by virtue of this‘Act, shall be commedited within the space of 
years after the cause of complaint shall have arisen # or, being done in Great 
Britain, in the absence of any person beyond sea aggrieved thereby, then with- 
in the space of years next after the return of uel person to Great Britain.. 
_ And be it further enacted, That so much and such parts of this Act,.in Commercement: of 
respect whereof no particular time or times of commencement is or are herein the parts of the . 
: % eae é Act, for which no: 
named or appointed,. shall have commencement in Great Britain particular time is: 
A appointed, 


rk, and in the East-Indies, and other. 
parts and. limits aforesaid, from the 
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No. CXXXYV, 


A Bux {as passed by the Honourable the House of Commons] Jor 
"continuing in The Hasr-Invia Comrany, for a further Term, the 
“. Possession of the British Territories in India, together with certain 
exclusive Privileges; for establishing further Regulations for the 


Government of the said Territories, and the better Administration 


of Justice within the same ; and fax regulating the Trade to, and 
Srom, the Places within the Limits of the said Company’s Charter. 
[13¢h July, 1813.) - 


Wuerzas, by an Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, passed in the thirty- 
third year of His present Majesty’s Reign, for continuing in the East India 
Company, for a further term, the possession of the British Territories in India, toge- 

‘ther with their, exclusive trade, under certain limitations, and for other purposes ; 
the possession and government of the British Territories in India, together with an 
exclusive trade in, to, and from, the East Indies, and other the limits described 

. in an Act made in the ninth year of the reign of King William the Third, or in 

a certain Charter of the fifth day of September in the tenth year of the same 

King, were continued in the United Company of Merchants of England trad- 

ing to the East Indies, for a term thereby limited, under certain regulations and 

conditions: : ‘ a 


And whereas, by an Act of the Parliament of Ireland, passeg in the same thirty- 
"third year of His present Majesty’s reign, for regulating the trade of Ireland, to 
and from oe Indies, under certain conditions and provisions, for a time 

: A 2 : therein 


. 


Preamble. 
33 Geo. If. ¢.52. 


9*10Wm. UY 


* 


c, 44, eft 


93 Geo, ITE. ¢ Ste 
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: therein mentioned, the exclusive privileges granted to the said United Company . . 


by the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, were confirmed, subject-to cer- 
tain conditions and restrictions: ; 2 ; 


And whereas it is expedient that the territorial acquisitions mentioned’ in 
the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain of the thirty-third year of His 
presgnt Majesty, together, with. such: other territorial acquisitions on the continent 
of ‘Asia or in any islands situate tp the north of the equator, as are now inthe : 
"possession ‘and under the government of the said United Company, with the reve. 
- nues thereof,should, without préjudice to the undoubted ‘sovereignty of the Crown 
: of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in and over the same, or to 

any claim of the said United Company to any rights, franchises, or immunities, 
““gémain inthe possession and under the government of the said United Company, 
for a further term ; subject to’such powers and authorities for the‘superintendence, 
direction and controul over all acts, operations, and concerns, which relate to the 
civil or military government or revenues of the said territories, and to such 
further or other powers, authorities; ' rules,“ regulations, and restrictions, as have 
been already made or provided, by any Act or Acts of Parliament in that behalf, 
or are made and provided by this Act. : = 


And whereas it is expedient that from and after the tenth day of April, one 
thousand, eight hundred and fourteen the right of trading,’ trafficking, and 
adventuring in, to, and from,, all ports and places within the’ limits of ‘the said 
United Company’s present Charter; (save and e&cept the dominions of the Em- 
peror of China ;) should be open to all His Majesty’s subjects, in common with 
the said United Company, subject to certain regulations and provisions; but that 
the existing restraints respecting the commercial intercourse with China should 
‘be continued, and the exclusive trade in tea preserved to the said Company, 
during the further term hereby limited : 7 SBR SS IES a 


May 


oan 
May it ane please Your’ Majzsty, 


That ft may ie -enacted ; au ‘be -it- enaeted by the King’s most gxcsilen Ma. 
jesty, by and with the adviee and consent-of the Liords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present. Parliament assembled, and: by.the authority of the 
- same, That: the territorial. acquisitions- mentioned in. the said Act. of the 
Parliament. of Great Britain of the thirty:third year of His present Majesty, 
- together with such :of. the territorial acquisitions, since obtained upon thé con- 
‘tinent of. Asia, orsin any islands situate to “the north of the Equator, as are 
now in the possession of, and under the government of the said United Com- 
pany, with the revenues thereof respectively, shall remain and continue in the 


possession “and under the government of the: said United Company ; subject Pest leds Cais: 


“pany, for a further. 


‘to such ‘powers and authorities for the superintendence, direction, and. controul, 


over all acts, operations, and concerns, which relate to the civil or military. gos 


‘vernment or revenues’ of the said territories, and’: to:such: further. and other 


Former territorial 
acquisitions in 
Tidia, with late 


- acquisitions on the 


continent of Asia, 
or in any. island. 
north of the 
Equator, to con= 
tinue in the 
government of the 


term, 


“powers, authorities, rules, regulations, and restrictions,-as -have been already. * 


made or provided; by any‘Act or Acts of Parliament in that: behalf,: or:are made 
and provided by this Act; 


for a. further-term to be computed from the: 


‘said tenth day of April, one thousand eight -hundred and fourteen, until the. 


same shall be determined, by virtue of the proviso hereinafter contained. 


‘1. "And be it further enacted, That the sole and exclusive: right of ‘trading, 
trafficking, and using the business of merchandize, in, to, and from, the dominions 
-of the Emperor of China ; anduthe whole; solé,: and exclusive right-of trading 
‘and trafficking in tea, in,'to;.and from, all islands, ports, havens, coasts, cities, 
towns, and places, between the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights. of Ma- 
-gellan, in such manner as the same rights now7are or lawfully may be exercised 


or enjoyed by the said United Company, by virtue of any Act or Charter now in. 
force, but not: further or otherwise; and all and singular the profits, benefits, 


Exclusivetrade with’ 
China, and trade 

in tea; andgpro-- 
visions of ‘former 
Acts not repealed - 
by or repugnant to 
this Act; continued : 
during. further 
term. 


advantages, privileges, franchises, abilities, capacities, powers, authorities, rights, . 


remedies, methods of suit, penalties, forfeitures, disabilities, provisions, matters» - 


‘and things whatsoever, granted to, or vested in the said Company by the-said Acts 
of the thirty-third year of His: present Majestyoreither of them, for and during 
: the 


é 3g 
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sthe term limited by the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, and all other 
‘. the enactments, provisions, matters and things contained in the said Acts of the 
-'thirty-third year of His present Majesty, or in any other Act or Acts whatsoever, 
- which are limited, or may be construed to be limited, to continue for and during 
‘the term granted to the said Company by the said Act of the Parliament of Great 
Britain of the thirty-third year of His present Majesty, so far as the same, or any 
of them are in force, and not repealed by or repugnant to this Act, shall continue 
” ane be in force during the further term hereby granted to the said Cumpany ; subs 
ject to such alterations therein &¢ may be made by any of the enactments, provi- 


sions, paatters, and things in this Act contained. *. Ph ghey ne 
#-Od the expiration Provided always, and: be it, further enacted, That at any time upon 


“dies by Warllamel three years notice to be given by Parliament after the tenth day ‘of 
saya Pie April one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one, and upon, payment made 
ofa = to the saf@ United Company, of any sum or suins of money, which, . ac- 
"Public to the Com- cording to the provisions of a certain Act of the thirty-third year of the 
pany, the term — reign of His present Majesty, intituled, ** An Act for placing the Stock, called 
and the exclusive 2 ass 
trade to cease « East India Annuities, under the management _of the Governor and Company 
and be determined. c¢ of the Bauk of England; and engrafting the same on the three pounds per 

» 88 Geo. Il, c. 47. * centum reduced annuities, in redemption of a debt of four millions. two 

; © hundred thousand pounds, owing by the pubtic to the Bast India Compary ; 
« and for enabling the said Company to raise a sum -of money: by a further 
« increase of their capital stock, to be applied in. discharge of certain debss of 

_ the said Company,” shall-or may, upon whe expiration of the: said: three 

» years, become payable to the said Company, ‘according to.the true intent and 
meaning of the said Act, then-and from thenceforth, and not. before or sooner, the 
said term hereby granted to the said United Company, and alt right, title, and 
interest. of the said United Company, to or in any exclusive trade, continued 

‘ to the said Company under the ‘provisions of this Act, shall cease and de- 
termine. : pel as as teen, Yh Matec etn 





Not to determine Provided also, That nothing ‘in the said proviso Tast hereinbefore contained, or 
; the, Corporation of in any provisg in the said Aci. of the ninth year of King William the Third, or in 
‘ aie ED AEROS IES EE oT Fey ata 8 the 
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the said Charter of the fifth day of September in the tenth year of his reign, or iis Company on 
in any other Act or Charter contained, shall extend, or be construed to extend in ewnanon wit 
‘fo determine the Corporation of the said United Company, or to hinder, prevent, orberse 

-or preclude the said Company or their successors, from carrying on, at all times 

fe after such determination of their exclusive trade as aforesaid, a free trade in,. to, 

“and from the East Indies, and limits in the said last mentioned Act or Charter cun- 

- tained, with all or any part of their joint stock in trade, goods, merchan tizes, 
estates and effects, in common with other the subjects of His Majesty, hiseirs, 
and successors, trading to, in, and from the an parts or limits.. 

And be it further enacted, That any notice in writing, signifid’ by the Notice by the 

“ Speaker of the House of Commons for the time being, by order of the said House, Pl eeeeale yee 
shall be deemed and adjudged:a due. and proper notice by Parliament;. to and for tebe ton ie 
all the ends, ‘intents and purposes,: for which any notice is by this Act directed to ment, sia 


_ be given to the said United Company. : ; ‘ 


Any of His Mae ' 
And be it further “enacted, That’ from: and’ after the: said’ tenth day of jeiiy vaubjects aflar 


April one thousand eight hundred: and fourteen, it: shall and may be 10th Apri, t914, 
-Tawful for any of his Majesty’s subjects, in common with the said United Lk Ai ay 
« Company, ‘to export, in ships navigated according to.law, from any port or Eevee sue 4 
ports within the United Kingdom of: Great Britain and Ireland, to all portsand places male the 
“ places within the limits hereinbefore referred-to ; save and except the dominions foneen 
of the Emperor of China; any goods, wares, and merchandize, which can now, China, in Ships 
> or may at any time or times hergafter be legally exported ; and also, in common PhO sil 
with the said Company, to import in ships navigated as aforesaid, from any pogt 
‘or ports within the limits aforesaid; save and except as aforesaid, into the 
said United’ Kingdom, .any goods, wares, and merchandize, (the product: or 


“manufacture of any of the countries within the said limits,) which can now, or 


‘may, at any time or times hereafter, be legally imported ; subject, nevertheless, to, 
_the several restrictions, conditions, and limitations in this Act contained,. 


: *, : . , ve 
And whereas by a certain Act passed in the twelfth year of the reign of King: Navigation: Act, 
Charles the Second, intituled, “© An Act.for the encouraging and: increasing:of - “Teporsaaéo. of: toe. 

i "4 
Me Shipping aoe Navigation,” it is enacted, that no goods or commodities, that Goods, tbe produgs- 


are 
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of'any places are oftfereign growth, production, or manufacture, and whichjare.to.be, brought 
Tithe eaiee. into England,” Ireland; ‘Wales, the islands of Guernsey, and Jerseys or town of 
any other places Berwick upon: Tweed, ‘in English built shipping, or other shipping belonging t to 
ae mba some of the aforesaid places, and navigated by English mariners, as in the said 
Act: mentioned, shall'be shipped or brought from any other place or places, coun- 
12. Car. II, ©. 18. try or countries, put only from those of the said growth, production, or manu- 
facture, or from those ports where the said goods and commodities can.aply be, or 
* are, or usually have been first ed for transportation, and from none other 
places or countries; provided the said Act, or any. thing therein contained, 
should net.extend or be meant to restrain the importing of any East India com- 
modities, loaden in English built shipping, and whereof the master and’three. 
fourths of the mariners at least are English, from the usual place or places of - lading 
of them in any part of those seas to the southward and eastward of Cabo Bona 

Speranza, although the said ports be not the very places of their growth; 
* be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for His Majesty’s 
subjects, in ships navigated according jto. law, to,import, under the authority of 
this Act, into the nid: United Kingdom, from, all ports and places. within the 
limits of the said Company’sCharter;,save andexcept the dominions, of the 
' Emperor of »China; any goods, wares, or merchandize, the product or 
manufacture of any country within the jlimits of the; said Company’s Charter, 


except tea, although such goods, wares ar merchandize may not be of the- 


growth, production, or manufacture, of the .place. or country | from _which the 
¥ same shall have been shipped.or brought, or haye.been shipped ; or brought from 
dhe port where such goods or.commodities, can ‘only, be, or are, ,or usually have 


been, first shipped for transportation; nor the usual place for lading the same 
the said Act,. or any other,matter or thing. to the contrary notwithstanding.. 


None but the Com- Provided always, and be it further enacted, That’ it shall not be lawful ‘for 
ee ens any person or persons, save only the said United Company, or such as shall ob- 
Tea: tain their special leave and license in writing, or a special leave and license in 
-writing under their authority, for that. purpose, to ship, carry or put on board 
any ship, in the, East Indies, or other parts within the limits aforesaid, or to import 
into the said United Kingdom, from any portor plage, whatsoever, . ANY, teas 2ny 
thing in this Act contained to the contrity notwithstanding. 


Provided ; 


we 


¢ mi) 


“4; (Provided also and be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any Nor export “Mili- 
tary Stores to cere 
tain places, . 


person or. persons :to carry. any military stores to apy place upon the continent 
of Asia between the river Indu$}; and the town of Malacca on the Peninsula 
of Malacca inclusive, or in» any island under the government of . the said 
Company,: situate, to-the north of the Equator, or to the said Company’s 
factory. of Bencoolen’in the Island of Sumatra or“its dependencies; save only 


the'said United Company or such as shall obtain their special leave and,license 


in writing, or.a-special leave and license igawriting under their authorify, for 
that purpose, . 

Provided also, That it shal} not be Jawful for any private person or” persons to 
export any goods, wares, or merchandize, to any port or place within the limits 
of the said Company’s Charter, except in some ship or ships to be “cleared out 
from some port or ports of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or 
to import any goods, wares or merchandize from any port or place, within the 
limits aforesaid, except only into such ports of the said United Kingdom as shall 
be provided with warehouses, together with wet docks or basins, or such other 


Ships in private 


trade to clear out 


from_some port in 
the United King- 
dom ; and all goods 
imported in private 


trade, tobe brought . 


to same. ofp the 
pee in the. United 
1 


ngdom. which 


shall 


have been 


securities as shall, in the judgment of the Lord High Treasurer, or of the Lords declared ft. by 


Commissioners of the Treasury for the time being, or any three or more of M*#ét i# Counsil. 


them, in Great Britain and Ireland respectively, be fit and proper for the deposit 
‘ and.safe custody of all such goods, wares, and merchandize, as well as for the 
“ collection of all duties payable thereon, and shall thavye been duly declared 50 
to bé by the order of His Majesty in Council in Great Britain, or by the order 
of the Lord Lieutenant in Council in Ireland ; Provided always, That copies 
of allsuch Orders ia Council, to be issued as aforesaid, shall have been published 
three times at least in the London or Dublin Gazette, -as the. case may be; 
and copies of sall.such orders shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament, in 
the session next after the issuing of the same respectively, . a 


Provided also, and be it further enacted, That no ship or vessel engaged Ships in private 


in private trade under the authority of this Act, shall proceed to any place’ 


trade not to go 
within certain 


within the limits of the said Company’s ‘Charter situate on the continent of limits, without a 


Asia, from the river Indus*to the said town of Malacca incltsive, or in any 
No, XIII. B ; “island 


licence from the 
Directors ; 
pie . 








, 
» 


» the Continent of 
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oe > 
island under the government ofthe said: Company’ Tying -to the ‘north of the= 
Equator, or to: the said Company’s: Factory. of Bencoolen or its dependencies; 
without a licence tobe granted for that purpose from the Court. of. Directors. of 
Nor to any places, the said United Company ;: and thatno such ship-or vessel unless-specially:autho- 


~ except principal 


Settlements, with- rized as hereinafter mentioned, shall proceed to-any- port: or: place within the 
out aspecial license. Jimnits last mentioged, exc&pt: to some, or one of the principal. settlements, of 
. Fort William, Fort St.. George; Bombay, and. Prince of Wales Island: And 
Ditegtors to give when and as. often. as any: application shall. be made. to. the said Court of 
a peiaelpal Sette, Directors for a licence on behatt ty such ship or vessel about to proceed from 
ments, the said [United Kingdom to: any of the said Company’* principal: settle- 
ments, the said Company shall, and they are hereby required forthwith to- 


issue their licence for that purpose, according to such form as shalhhereafter | 


be: settled by the said Court of Directors, with the approbation cf the Board 

Special licenees for of Commissioners for the Affairs of India: And when and as often as any appli- 

Asia, Wetween the cation shall be made to the said Court of Directors fora licence specially autho- 

Indus.and Malacca, rizing any ‘such ship or vessel to proceed to any place or places upon the 

snares Continent of Asia, from the river Indus to the said town of Malacca inclusive; - 

pee ern ieee ie or in any island under the government of the said Company lying to the ‘north of 

the Directors, sub- the Equator, except the said Company’s principal Settlements, or to the said‘ Coms 

paraahin tae: pany’s Factory: of Bencoolen or its dependencies, the said'Court of Directors shall, 
Commissioners, within fourteen days from. the receipt. thereof, unless they shall: think fit to, 
_ sehtodlpeaedy comply therewith, transmit the same to the. said Board of Commissioners for’ ~ 

the Affairs of India, together with any. representation which the said’Court ‘may 

think proper to make upon the subject ef such application ; and in‘ casethe said’ 

Board of Commissioners shall think fit to direct the said Court of Directors’ to 

issue any such licence or licences, the said Court of Directors shalkand they are 

‘? hereby. required, forthwith to issue the’same, upon'such terms and conditions as 

the*said Court of Directors, with the approbation-of the said Board of Commis- 

sioners,. shall: from, time. to time: think fit; Provided. always, that in. all. cases: 

in which the said Board,of. Commissioners shall direct. the said Court of Directors 

; to issue any such licence, which they. shall. have declined to issue without such 

te direction, the special. circumstances, inducing them: to give such direction, 

e ~ shall be recorded in the books of the said Board. es 

Provided: 


ny 


oe 


a 
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e* 
‘Provided also, ‘and be it further enacted, That no-ship or vessel, engaged Licences for - 
other places, more 


in’ private trade ‘under the authority of this Act, clearing out from any port or porth than J1 dégi> 


ports within the United Kingdom; shall proceed to any place or places situate piste Ae aka a 
. ; 5 
more’ to the ‘northward ’than eleven degrees of south latitude, and between the deg. eastilong. tobe 
4 2 ka . . granted by the 
sixty-fourth and one hundred ‘and fifticth degrees of east longitude from London $o" iV" - Conrail; 


(save and except ports and places upon the Contiffent of Agia, from the river who -are’ to iframe 
Indus to the said town of Malacca inclusive, or in any Island under the govern: ate ent 
ment of the’said'Company lying to the oo the Equator, and also oat and filing hes “at 
except the said’) Company’s Factory at coolen and its dependencies,) circumstances to 
without a licencé from thé said Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of alist ang 
India ; and the said Commissioners shall, and they are hereby required, from the Directors: 
time to time to frame and publish such rules and regulations for the granting 

of licences in that behalf, as they shall think fit ; and in all cases in which .any 

licence shall be granted by the ‘said. Board of Commissioners, otherwise 

than according to such rules and ‘regulations, the special circumstances under * 
which stich’ licence shall have been granted, shall be recorded in the books of 

the said Boatd and communicated to the:Court of Directors. 


Provided also, That it shall not be lawful for any ship or vessel, the regis- No ship, under.350 


tered measurement whereof shall be less than three hundred and: fifty tons, (0%, ‘?. clear out 


. other than such ships or vessels as may be employed by the said Company ‘as toentry.at any place 


within the limits of — 


packets, to clear out from any port in the United Kingdom, for any porteor the Company's 

place within the limits: of the said Company’s Charter, or be admitted to entry Charter. 

at any port of the United Kingdom, from any place within those limits. PA 
‘Provided also, and be it further enacted, That no ship or vessel engaged No ship in private 

in private ‘trade under the authority of this Act, shall be permitted to clear ain parr 

out’ from, or be admitted to entry at, any port or place within the ‘United manifest. 

Kingdom, or limits of the said'Company’s Charter, until the master or other person 

having the command ‘of such ship or vessel shall have made out and exhibited a 

trae and perfect manifest of the cargo of such ‘ship or vessel, to'such person or 

persons, according td such form, and subject to such regulations, as now ate, a 

Ba ; oe 
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, or hereafter may be prescribed’ by oe Act or Acts passed, or to-be passed for 
“that purpose. : eile. jit 


‘No. ship in-private Provided also, and be it further enacted, ‘That no ship or yessel engaged 


poe gia d in private trade undet the authority’ of this “Act, shall be permitted ‘to ‘clear 


- giving an. attested out from any port “of th® said. United Kingdom, or any place or» places 


list of 
ise i osrhidi trom under. the government of His Majesty, ‘or of the said» Company, situate 


fog for them. more™fo the Northward than eleyen degrees of South Latitude, and between 


the. sixty-fourth and one bundfd and. fiftieth degrees’ of. East Longitude 


from London, until the master, orother person having» the command of. such’ 


ship or vessel, shall have madé out and exhibited to the principal officer of the 
Customs, or other person thereto authorized by such government as afore» 
said, at such port of clearance, upon oath (which oath such officer or other 
person is hereby authorised to‘administer) a true and perfect list; in such form 
as shall from time to time be settled by the said Court of Directors, with the 
approbation of the said Board of Commissioners, specifying and sétting” forth 
the names, capacities, saad descriptions. of all persons embarked or ‘Intended. to 
be embarked on board such ship or vessel, and all arms on board or intended to 
be put on board the ‘same, or be ‘admitted to entry at any port in the said 
United Kingdom, or any such port within the limits last mentioned, until 


the master, or other person having the command of such ship or vessel, shall, in . 


the like manner, have made out and exhibited to the principal officer of the 


Customs, or other. person thereunto authorized as aforesaid upon oath (which ” 


oath such officer or other person is hereby authorized to administer) a true and 
perfect list, in form to be settled as aforesaid, specifying the names, capa- 
cities, and descriptions of all persons on board, or who shall have been on 
board such ship or vessel, from the time of the sailing thereof to the time of ar- 
rival; ‘and all arms on board, or which shall during such time have been on 
board such ship or vessel ; and the several times and places at which such of the 
said persons as may have died or left the said ship or vessel, shall have so died, 
or left such ship or vessel, or such ‘of the said-arms:as may ‘have been disposed of, 
= been so disposed of. 


bas 


Provided 


we 


Pars 
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+ Provided. also, abe further enacted, That in every case where any-such Copies of Lists re- 


list, shall. be received in any port of the said United Kingdom from any master, te be tara eas 

or other person having the command of any such ship or vessel, the officer or the Secretaty of the 
hall, a's he b d, h Court of Directors; 

other. person-receiving the:same shall, and he. is hereby required, with all-teason- anq of tyoge récete = 

able-dispatch, to transmita copy of such list to the Secretary of the Court of &4 in Tn othe 

ecretary of the 

Directors ofthe said: United:Company; and in casé€uch list shall be received Goroiage 

in-any port in the East’ Indies, or other-place within the limits last mentioned, such 

officer or other-person 'réceiving. the same. shall; and-he is hereby requif€,. in i 

like -manner, to’ transmit)a-copy-of ;such -lists"¥o the Chief Secretary of the go- 

vernment to which the port or place in which such list shall be received: shall 


be; subject. 


And be it further enacted, That no articles manufactured of silk, hair, or Articles of silk, 
cotton wool, .or any mixture thereof, imported under the authority of this Act, ae oS 


from any. port or place within the limits of the said Company’s Charter, shall be entered or taken 
entered or taken out of any warehouse, except for exportation, unless the same scopt Paina 
shall have been brought into the port of London, and deposited in the ware- tion, unless brought 
houses of the said United Company; and that for the purpose of ascertaining Rh sehen: 
the duties payable upon all such articles which, shall be deposited in the ware- in the Company's, | 
‘ houses of the said United Company, the same shall be sold openly and publicly Nasehournt ‘foie 

by inch of candle, or by way of public auction, and in no other manner, under publiiy pile-tp ate 
‘the order and authority of the Court of Directors of the said Company, on the 

account of the proper owners thereof ; and that when any of such goods shall be 

bought i in by the owners, the whole consignments so bought in, shall and may 

be delivered out to them with all conyenient speed after. the sales thereof, upon 

payment of the duties and other charges to. which the same shall be liable, with- 

out the actual payment of the gross prices or sale amount of the said goods; and - 

that all such articles imported on board any such ship, and deposited in the 

warehouses of ‘the said Company, and the sales thereof, shall be in all respects 

subject to the bye-laws of the said Company, and the several provisions of the 

said Act of the Parliament of Great-Britain of the thirty-third year of His Ma- - 

jesty’ Ss reign made and provided for the management of private-trade ; save only 

and except as is otherwise directed, provided, or authorized by this Act. 

Provided 


gee) 
ao 
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. bp Bavot itis Pion ‘Provided always, ‘and’ be/it furtherenacted, a and may be lawful 


sury may authorize for the Lord High Treasurer or Lords Commissioners of the ‘Treasury for the 
éuch Articles, when 

brought to Out —‘time being, to permit “any articles manufactured:of silk, ‘hair, cotton wool, or 

ae a any mixture ‘thereof, «which may have been ‘imported under the authority-of this 

of London, tobe Actinto any part “of the United Kingdom other ‘than the port of. London, to 

be:removed from:such porf importation. to: the said’ port of London, for the 

‘purpose * “of sale for ‘home consumption, under such: and the like regulations 

_ as any goods, wares or merchandize, may: be removed from the:port in. Great 

Britain’where-first warehoused, "f6 any other warehousing port, by virtue. of an 

‘Act-passed inthe fiftieth year of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled,.* Am 

80'Geo, III. c.64. § Act ‘to permit the Removal of Goods, Wares and. Merchandize, from: the 

“ port in Great Britain where first warehoused, to any other warehousing port, 

“© for the purpose of Exportation :” and all such articles so removed, shall. be 

-Aeposited in the warehouses of the said United Company, and sold in the same 

smanner and under the same regulations and provisions, as if the same had been 

originally imported into the port of London, arid deposited in the warehouses of 


the said United Company. - 


Consumption, 


‘ = % 





“Such articles, when And be it further enacted, That as well in the port of London as in alk 3% rt 


oar Hleenirag other ports, all articles manufactured of silk, hair, cotton wool, or any. mixture 
for exportation, thereof, which shall be imported under the authority of this act, from any: port 
bac ansgl ad cor place'within the limits of the said Company's Charter, and. shall be entered. 
and taken out of any warehouse for exportation, shall be charged> according to 

their value, under all such rules and regulations, and. subject to the same penal- 

ties and forfeitures, as are prescribed, directed, and imposed, for ascertaining and 

collecting duties to be paid according to value, by an Act passed in the 

27 Geo, II. ¢, 1. twenty-seventh year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for 
“ repealing the several duties “of Customs and Excise, and granting other 

y * duties in lieu thereof, and for applying the’said duties, together with others 
«composing the public revenue; for permitting the importation of certain 

“goods, wares, and merchandize, the produce or manufacture of the European 


« dominions of the French King, into this kingdom; and for applying certain . 


* unclaimed monies, remaining in the Exchequer, for the payment of annuities 
“ on 


““onlives;tothereda ‘ofthe national:debt ;”” or by any other subsequent Act’. 
“orsAets now:in force.” 4 ‘ i eaiee 
ie) _ Provided-always, That nothing herein contained shall extend, or be‘ con* Provisions may 
strued to'extendjsto: prevent the making, during the further term ‘hereby granted fee 
to'the said Company,. such further: provisions by:authority of Pagliament ‘as’ may, Private Trade: 
from time tortie; be deemed necessary, for eiabling His Majesty's subjects to piety pri oe 
earry on trade» and trafick; Girectly or. circuitously, -as well: between all ports tween places with. 
and places’situate without the limits-of the said’ Jompany’s Charter, and all-ports Eelieng nee = 
and places (except the dominions of the Emperor-of China) situate: within’ those Nirsleyntic eg 
Timits,as between the said: United Kingdom, .and all the last-mentioned ports Kingdom and the 
and places, except asiaforesaid 5. but without’ prejudice to any of -the restrictions oo 
or’ provisions vhereincontained, as to the. resort. to. and residence of any. persons: : j 
inthe East Indies and parts aforesaid: .' % : 
eoiAnd >be it farther:enacted; that’'so: much of an Att passed’in the thirty- 31 Geo, 111. ¢. a. 2 
first year of His present Maijesty’s reign, intituled,<*An’ Act for indemnifying’ relating to Salte- ? "> 
~* all persons who have been concerned in advising or catrying into execution a pean srsacuser = 
ae | certain Order of Council, respecting the importation ‘of: a limited quantity of 
“«€>galtpetre for'repealing the duties-now. payable upon the importation ‘of salt- 
‘Sspetrey and. for. granting other’ duties in liew thereof,” as requires the ‘said: Com-- 
« Pany, at ‘their’ public’ ‘sales, to put.up certain quantities of saltpetre at certain: 
Fates’; or to’ reserve:and deliver into ithe. stores of His Majesty, his heirs and: 
successors, certain quantities: of saltpetre at.certain rates, shall be and the same: 


ishereby:repealed: : 





And be it:fartherenacted, That'so much of the said Act of the ninth’ year of iat ‘of 2 Wil. A 
the reignof King’ William the Third, or of any other Act or Acts, as requires that requires ia gitbe 
all'goods/and merehandize belonging to’ any: private trader to the East Indies, of Private, Traders . 
imported into Eng. - 


which’shall-be imported into England or Wales, shall be sold openly and publicly, land or Wales, 
. “should be sold ‘by; 


byinch of candle, shall be, and.the same is hereby repealed. >: t inch of candle, , 
wr Ofte 4h ; : 2 repealed. .. ‘ 
H . And. a 
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Sotnach af sae And be it further enacted, That so much of the : oF the thirty-thirdyear _ 

quires the Directors Of His present Majesty, or either of them, as requires the Court of Directors of 

fas | oe the said Company to lay yearly before the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 
: cordage, &c. or as Of India, an invoice of the quantities and sorts of cordage, pitch and tar; and the 
pric rar a4 number and sizes of masts and spars, and the number and weight. of anchors 
| notices, or regis- exported, or intended to ve exported by. the said Company,; or as:rélates. to ithe 
pt a admission of individuals, by authority of the said Board of Commissioners, «to 
granting licences export or import any goods, wares or merchandize on board the said Company’s 
for the same, oras |. eae aa : 
requires an outward ships; or to the providing or appropriating by the said Company of tonnage for 
poh touch the private trade, or to the rate of freight to be charged: thereon ;. or to the notices 
a merce given to the Chief Secretary of the said Company, or to the: Chief Secretary 
¥ ne of the Presidency in India, by persons intending to export or import.goods; or to 
F the registering of private trade goods,:or to the granting orders: or: licences for 
shipping such goods in the ships of the said Company ; or as requires one or more 
of the outward bound ships of the said Company to touch at the port of Cork, 


between the month of October and the month of February in ‘every year.;:shall 


be, and the same is hereby repealed. P ae 
“Goods exported or And be it further enacted, ‘That all goods, wares and merchandize, of or ; 


imported by th ‘ : 5 . 
Geapets; fats belonging to the said Company, exported. or imported from or.into any.ports or’ 


E vax spacer places under the government of the said Company: in the East Indies, or other: 
luties as those ex- eae ee . * . + 
4 ported or imported places within the limits of the said Company’s Charter, shalli-be subject; 
; in private trade, tthe payment of the like rates, customs and:duties of import -andyexport, as 
the goods, wares, ‘and merchandizes of the same kinds or sorts, exported »or- 
imported in private trade, tnder the authority of this Act, are or shall be subject 
* or liable to be charged with. , 


eae eee oe 


~ ghee eee 


= Baas iepored ~\ And be it further enacted, That nonew or additional impositioniof any duty or 
: till satictioned by. tax, upon the export,’ import, ‘or transit of-any.goods, wares, or merchandize. 
pea og ‘ whatsoever, made or to be made by authority of the Governor General or Governor 
Bouya of Control. in Council, of any of the:said Company’s presidencies or settlements in the Bast 
" i ‘Indies or parts aforesaid, shall be valid or effectual, until the same shall have 


a : been 


a 









fe 
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“ eén sanctioned’ by x. of Directors of the said United Company, with 
the approbation of the said Board of Commissioners; which sanction and 
approbation shall be signified to the said goveraments respectively by some 
public dispatch from the said Court of Directors, describing each regulation for 
the purposes aforesaid, which shall be so sanctioned and approved by its title at 
full length, and expressing that the same is so sanctioned and approved ; and 
all such regulations when promulgated in the East Indies by the said governments, 
shall contain express mention that the same are made with the sanction of the 
said Court of Directors, and with the approbation of the said Board of Commis- 
sioners for the: Affairs of India; and such mention shall be taken as acest 
oe of such sanction and approbation in all Courts of Justice. 


~ And whereas, by’ virtue of the said Act made in the ninth year of. King 
William the Third; the said Company were authorized to receive a duty of five 


pounds for every hundred pounds of the true and real value of all goods, wares, 


and merchandizes, of the growth, product, or manufacture of the East Indies, or 
other parts within the limits aforesaid, imported or brought into the kingdom of 
ngland in private trade, towards defraying certain charges in the said Act men- 
tioned and specified: ‘And whereas the said Company, before the passing of the. 
said’ Act made in the thirty-third-year of the reign of His présent Majesty, had, 


- over and besides the said ‘duty of five pounds per centum, been accustomed to 


charge and receive, for their own use, after the rate of two pounds per centum 
on the gross sale amount of all goods, wares, and merchandize, imported into the 
Kingdom of Great Britain from the East Indies in private trade, in recompense 
and satisfaction of the charges'and expenses of unshipping and selling the ‘same, 
and otherwist in the care and management thereof: And whereas by the first 





Duty to Company 
on Private Trade, 
granted by 33 Geo, 
ILI. c, 52, repealed, 


* 


mentioned Act made in the thirty-third yearof his present Majesty, it was enacted, 33 Geo. III. e. 52. 


‘that from and after the first'day of March, one thousand séven hundred and ninety- 
four, the'said duty of fivé pounds per centum should be repealed, and the said 
‘charge of two pounds per centum discontinued, and’that in liew ‘thereof respec- 
tively, ‘there should be rendered and: paid to the said Company, ‘during’ the 
further term ‘by the’ same Act granted to them, in theit exclusive: trade, ‘a 
‘@uty or allowance, after the rate of three pounds per centum on the gross sale 

No, XII, ; Cc amount 
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amount of all. goods, wares, and merchandizes, i 4 or. brought into.this 
kingdom from the East Indies in private trade, includingin such value ‘or account, 
* all duties and charges payable in respect thereof; Be it further enacted, That 
the said duty or allowance in. respect of goods, wares, or merchandize, imported 
in private trade, shall be, and the same is hereby wholly, repealed. 3 3 
* 

But not.to extend Provided always, and be it enacted, That neither the said repeal of the said 
creel nt ae duty, contained in’the said Act of the ninth year of King William the Third, nor 
Fer tog! and. a any thing in this Act contained, shall extend to release the payment of the duty 
pany's Warehouses, OF allowance of three pounds per centum. in respect of any articles of . silk, 
mac setopere rom pit, cotton wool, or any mixture thereof, which being brought into the port 
affect engagements of London by private merchants, traders, or other’ persons, may be depo- 
patrete rte Sraina sited in the warehouses of the said United‘Company, nor of the said duty of 
and officers, five pounds per centum, or the said charge of two pounds. per centum, on any 
5 goods, wares, or merchandize which shall be brought home and imported in any 
of the ships of the said Company. or in their service, from China; nor to affect 

any covenants or engagements now subsisting, or hereafter to be made, by or, be- * 

tween the said Company, or on their behalf, with the masters or commanders» 
of the Company’s ships, or with any other of the officers,or servants of the said 
Company, in whatever employment or capacity they may happen to be; but 
that all and every such covenants and agreements shall be, and be held, deemed, 

and taken to.be of the same force and effect as ifthe said.repeal had not been . 

enacted, or this Act been made;, the said repeal, or any other matter or thing to 


the contrary notwithstanding. ~ - * 
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ee hin 44 And for more effectually securing to the East India Dock Company, the 
e Kast india . 

Company, by 43 rates and duties granted and made payable to them by two several Acts, one 
Pe LIL te be aid passed in the forty-third year of His present Majesty, intituled, * An Act for 
petore goods are the further improvement of the port of London, by making docks and other 


pode hag the — & works at Blackwall, for the accommodation of the East India shipping in the 
Consiguees. « said port,” and the other passed in the forty-sixth year of the reign of His 
present Majesty, intituled, “« An Act for altering and enlarging the powers of 


«. an Act made in the forty-third year of the reign of His. present Majesty, for 


1 tea 
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@ the further spre the port of London, by making docks and otlier 
&: works at Blackwall, for the accommodation of the East India shipping in the 
said ‘port ;”. Be it further enacted, That all the rates and duties by the said Acts 
granted and made payable to the East India Dock Company, for or in respect of 
any ‘goods, wares, or merchandize, shall be fully adjusted, settled, and paid to ae 
thé said East India Dock Company, or their collectots or receivers, before such ee 
goods, wares, or merchandize, shall be delivered to the owner or owners, or con- * 

dence ‘or consignees ‘thereof. i 


-- Provided always, and be it further enacted, That in case any goods, war és If rates on goods 
ble randtize, shall be cleared or discharged from any ship or vessel before the intel a nathine 4 
rates and duties payable to the said East India Dock Company, in respect of the Conant Saran 
same, shall have been fully dischatged, then it shall be lawful for the said East fhe past = rae 
India Dock Company to cause such goods, wares, ot merchandize, to be sent to Dock Comowav 
3 A . 4 may send thém to 
and deposited in the warehouses-of the said United Company, and to be sold the Company's 
undef the order and authority of the Court of Directors of the said Company, Mi pee Sis! 
+ on the account of the proper owners thereof; and the rates and duties payable’ to: shall be deducted 
| ©~ the’ said East India Dock.Company, in respect of the same, and the’ reasonable eB eis 
“a expetises of sending and depositing the satne, as aforesaid, shall be deducted and 
im paid to the said East India Dock Company, their receivers or collectors, “in ‘such 
-manner as’ is directed by the said Act of the. forty-third year of His present 
Majesty, with respect to the rates or duties thereby made payable; any thing 


a contained to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding, 





\ 


And whereas by an Act passed in the~thirty-fifth year of His Majesty’s Authority to the 
reign, intituled, “An Act for allowing for a limited time the importation of goods pee ape hand 
« from India and China, and other parts within the limits of the exclusive trade of till 1st August, 

« the East: India Company, in ships not of British-built nor registered as such ; tide peel ry 
: ** and for the exportation of goods from Great Britain by the‘satme ships, under ey ag rr Se 
“ certain restrictions,” it was enacted, that if, during the continuance of the then 
present war, and for eighteen months after the conclusion thereof, any ship 
freighted by the said United Cotnpany, with the approbation'of the:said Board of 


Commissioners, with home’ investment-of goods from India or China, or other 


C2 : ports ™~ 

















42 Geo, III, c. 20. 
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ports within the limits of the said Company’s trade; Was arrive in the ports of 
Great Britain, it should and might be lawful, upon representation made by or on’ 
behalf of the said Company, to His Majesty inCouneil, for His Majesty, by and: 
with the advice of His Privy Council, to authorize the importation -and entry. of; 
such goods, subject to the like duties and no other, as if they were: imported:in. 
British-built ships, though such goods should be brought in ships which might 
not be British-built, nor have been registered as British-built ships, nor navigated 
as required by the laws then in force ; provided the said ships should have been» 
built within the territories belonging to the said United-Company, or in the ports 
under the immediate protection of the British flag in the East Indies ; and also 
to permit Such ships to export from Great Britain to the British Settlements. in 
the East Indies, or to any of the places within the limits before mentioned, with: 
the licence and consent of the said Company, any goods, wares or merchandize 
whatsoever, ordnance and military stores excepted; and it was thereby further 
enacted, that such ships should not be liable to forfeiture, nor should any persons 
whatever be liable to any penalty or forfeiture on account of any importation of 
goods, wares or merchandize, in pursuance of the said Act, or oftany order or. orders. 
of His Majesty in Council, which might be issued in virtue thereof : And whereas: 
by an Act passed in the es of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An: 
« Act for making perpetual so much of an Act made in the nineteenth year of 


“ the reign of His present Majesty, as relates to the allowing a drawback of the.. 


“ duties of rum shipped as stores to be consumed on board Merchant ships ‘on 
“ their voyages, and to continue several laws relating to the permitting the ex-, 
« portation of Tobacco-pipe Clay from Great Britain to the British Sugar Colo®® 
“ nies in the West Indies, until the twenty-fourth day of June one thousand eight 
‘ hundred and eight ; to the giving further encouragement to the importation of 
«* naval stores from the British Colonies in America until the twenty-ninth day of: 
«« September one thousand eight hundred and twelve ; to the regulating the pay- 
“ ment of the duties on Cinnamon, Cloves, Nutmegg.and Mace, to the allowing 
«« the importation of certain Fish from Newfoundland and the coast of Labrador, 
“ until the twenty-fourth day of June one thousand eight hundred and eight, and, 
“to the allowing the importation and exportation of goods from and to India‘ 
«and China, in ships not of British-built, during the continuance of the exclusive 
« trade 


‘tee.’ 
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“ trade toand from ‘the East Indies, granted to the East India Company by an 
“ Act of the thirty-third year of His present Majesty’s reign,” the said Act of 
the thirty-fifth year of His Majesty’s reign was further continued, during the term: 
granted to the said United Company by the said Act of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, of the thirty-third year of His Majesty’s reign; Be it enacted, That 
the same shall continue and be in force until the first day of August one * 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, unless any~ provision shall be made 

respecting the same in th2 next session of Parliament; and that it shall 

and may be lawful for His Majesty, during such time, by any .Order His Majesty in 

or Orders.in Council to be made for that purpose, to authorize any. of his pli ele 
Majesty’s subjects to import into the said United Kingdom from the East to use India bailt | 
Indies, and other places within the limits of the said Company’s Charter, save’ SbiP® forliketerm. 

and except the dominions of the Emperor of China, paying the like duties only 

as if such importation were made in British ships ; and to export from the said 

United Kingdom to the East-Indies and places aforesaid, save and except as 

aforesaid, goods, wares and merchandize, except Tea, in all such ships as above- 

mentioned, subject to such regulations and conditions as His Majesty shall think 

fit ; any Act, matter or thing to the contrary notwithstanding : Provided always,, 

that all ships which may have commenced their voyage from India at any time 

before the expiration of one year from the passing of this Act, shall be deemed 

and taken to be equally entitled to the benefit of the provisions herein-before Oe 
contained, as if such ships had arrived in any port of the United Kingdom: 

during the said twelve months. , Z 

e a 


say 


And be it further enacted, That such ships shall not be liable to forfeiture, Ships so authorized: 
nor shall. any persons whatever be liable to any penalty or forfeiture, on account al enone 
of any importation or exportation of any goods, wares or merchandize, in pur- = 
suance of this Act, or of any Order or Orders of His Majesty in Council, which. 
may be issued in virtue theregf. . 


‘And whereas it is necessary to encourage the fishery carried on to the Shipsengaged in 


otithward of the Greenland Seas, and: Dayis’s Streights, by exténding the limits Fahey at a % 


now ss 
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between the Cape of now prescribed for the same; Be it enacted, That, { and may be lawful for 
Sedat oe fd any ship or vessel, fitted and clearing out, conformably oan Act passed in ‘the © 
Magellan, thirty-fifth year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, « An Act for the further en- 
‘ « couraging and regulating the Southern whale fisheries,” to sail and pass for the 
purpose aforesaid, in all the Seas to the eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, 
‘Bat tohave Licens and, in all the Seas to the westward of the Streights of Magellan: Provided 
Tate, ean Board always, that no such ship or vessel shall sail or pass in any Seas further to the 
of Controul, northward than eleven degrees of south latitude, and between the sixty-fourth 
< _ and one hundred and fiftieth degees of east longitude from London, without a 
licence from the said Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, specially 
No ship under 350 authorizing such ship or vessel so to proceed: Provided also, that no such ‘ship 
ta or vessel, the registered measurement whereof, shall be less than three hundred 
Board, and fifty tons, shall sail or pass in any of the seas to the eastward of the Cape of 
. Good Hope, or to the westward of the Streights of Magellan, without a licence 
South Sea Whalers from the said Board of Commissioners, specially authorizing the same: Provided 
zlpeat enaebe also, that it shall not be lawful for any such ship or vessel to go to, touch, or 
—— from the _ stay, at any port or place upon the Continent of Asia, from the River Indus to 
Directors. « . . * ¢ ’ 
the said town of Malacca inclusive, or any island under the government of the 
said Company to the north of the Equator, nor the said Company’s factory at 
Bencoolen or its dependencies, nor the dominions of the Emperor of China, 
without a license in writing from the said Court of Directors of the said United - 


Company, specially authorizing the same. 






And whereas it is the duty of this country to promote the interest and 
happiness of the Native Inhabitants of the British dominions in India, and such 
measures ought to be adopted as may tend to the introduction among them of 

; useful knowledge, and of religious and moral improvement, and in furthe- 
rance of the above objects, sufficient facilities ought to be afforded by law to 
persons desirous of going to and remaining in Indiaj. for the purpose of accom- 
plishing those benevolent designs, so as the authority of the local Governments, 

; : respecting the intercourse of Europeans with the interior of the country 1g 

fe preserved, und the principles of the British Government, on which the Nativ 
" Or 
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. 
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| for the free exercise of their religion, be inviolably 


. 







of India have-hitherto 
maintained : And: wh 
mission to persons d ‘going to and remaining in India for the above 


purposes, and also to persons desirous, of going to and remaining there for other 
lawful purposes; Be it therefore enacted, That when and as often as any ap- 
plication shall be made to the said Court of Directors, for or on behalf of any 
person or persons. desirous of proceeding to the East Indies for permission 
89 to do, the: said Court ,shall, unless they shall think fit to comply there- 
with, transmit every such application, within one month from the receipt 
thereof, to the said Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India; and 
in case. Ge said Commissioners shall not see any sufficient objection “thereto, it 
shall and. may be lawful for the said Commissioners to direct that such person or 
persons shall, at his or their own special.charge, be permitted to proceed to any of 
the said) principal. settlements of the said Company, and that such person or 
persons shall be furnished “by the said Court of Directors with a certificate or 
certificates, according to such form as the said Commissioners shall prescribe, 
signifying that such person or persons hath or have so proseeded with the cogni- 


is expedient to make provision for granting per-— 


When the Court of 
Directors refuse 
permission to any. 
ro to proceed 
to the East-Indies, 
applications to be 
transmitted to the 
Board, who may 
direct certificates to 
be granted by the 
Directors, autho- 
rizing such persons 
to proceed to any of 
the principal Settle- 
ments, 


zance and under the sanction; of the said Court of Directors ; and that all such“ 


certificates shall entitle the persons obtaining the same, so long as they shall pro- 
perly.conduct themselves, to the countenance and protection of the several go- 


_yernments of the said Company in. the East Indies and parts aforesaid, in their 


respective pursuits ; subject to all such provisions and restrictions as are now in 
force, or may hereafter be judged necessary, with regard to persons residing in 
India, 
Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall extend, or be con- 
strued to extend, to restrict or prohibit the said Court of Directors from offering 
such representations to the said Board of Commissioners, respecting persons so 
applying for permission to proceed to the East Indies, as the said Court of Direc- 
tors may. at any time think ft, 
* 
Gx Provided also, and be it further enacted, That all persons who shall pro- 
eeed to the East Indies. shall, upon their arrival at any place within. the 
any 





Direetors may 
make repr tas 
tions thereat 
the Board. 


Allpersons proceed= 


ing to the East- 
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tothe regulations. limits of the said United Company’s government, - 


of the local govern- 
sab es regulations as now are or hereafter may be in fore 








t.to all such rules and 
10s limits, 


Serergna® ns Provided also, and be it further enacted, That if any person having obtained 
det, aele y wife a_cettificate or licence from the said Court of Directors, authorizing «such 
Sate person to proceed to the East Indies, shall at any time so conduct himself as 
shall appearto . in the judgment of the Governor General, or Governor of the ‘Presidency 
pin het a within which such person shall be found, ‘to have forfeited his claim to the coun- 
have been granted, tenance and protection of the government of such Presidency, it shall and may be | 
Serres ee lawful for such Governor General or Governor, by order, to declare that the 
eae and protec-. certificate or licence so obtained by such person shall be void from a day to be 
: named in such order ; and from and after such day so to be named in‘such order, 
such person shall be deemed and taken to be a person residing and being in the 
East Indies without liceuce or authority for that purpose, and may be sent forthwith 
to the United Kingdom ; any matter or thing whatsoever to the contrary notwith- 
Persons not tobe - standing, Provided nevertheless, That no person whose certificate or licence shall 
ey vubect wy. have been so vacated by order of any of the governments of the said Company as _ 
cence, until two aforesaid, shall be subject or liable to any prosecution for residing or-being found 
months after notice , : . ‘ 2 : 
Of tHe orders in the East Indies without licence or authority for that purpose, until two months 
“after notice of such order shall have been given to such person, by delivery to such 
person of a copy thereof, or by leaving the same at the last place of abode of . 
such person, or by publication of such order in the Gazette of the Presidency, 


where such order shall be made, 


Governments’ in And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any of the 


India pot to sanc- . ’ ° A ets S “ 
ton Residence Governments of the said Company at their several Presidencies,’to license or 


Majesty's otherwise authorize, the residence at any place or places within the limits of the 


Buena athe said Company’s Governments, of any subject of His Majesty, who shall go 


» without the Autho- thereto after the 40th day of April one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 


rity of the Directors, 
coer under spe- ” unless such person shall have been previously furnished with a licence or certificate 


cial circumstances. from the Court of Directors of the said Company, or have otherwise been 
rized by law to reside within the said limits: Provided nevertheless, 
Governor General or Governor of any of the said Presidencies, for extraordinary 
reasons 
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. Minutes of Council, may authorize by Special 
License the residen pject of His Majesty in apy place or places under 
the Government oI "residency, until the pleasure of the said Court of 
Directors shall be known in that behalf; and that such Special Licence shall be 
deemed and taken to’ be of the same: force and effect asa License of and from 
the said Court of Directors, until notice of the -pleasure of the said Court to the 
contrary shall have been given to such person, by. delivery thereof to such person, 


Feasons to be entered: 






or by leaving the sate at his last plate of-abode, or by publication thereof in the 


Gazette of the Presidency by which such Special License shall have been granted : 


“Provided that a copy of such License, and of the reasons for granting the same, — 


aécompaniéd with an application for a License from the said Court of "Directors, 
shall be. transmitted’to the said Court of Directors forthwith after the granting 
thereof, 


And be it further eflacted, That it shall and may be lawful. for the said 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, by license in writing for 
that purpose, upon such terms and conditions as they may think fit, to authorize 
any person or persons to proceed to and reside at-any place or places situate more 
to the Northward than eleven degrees of South Latitude, and between the 


Board of Controul 
may authorise any 
person to proceed to 
and reside within 
the limits of the 
Charter, except 
between the Indus 
and Malacca, and* 


sixty-fourth and one hundred and fiftieth degrees of East Longitude from London;sislands north of the 


and not being upon the continent of Asia, between the river Indus and the town 
of Malacca inclusive; nor in any island under the government of the said 
Company, lying to the northward of the Equator ; nor at the said Company’s 
Factory at Bencoolen nor its dependencies ; nor within the dominions of the 
Emperor of China; any Act, matter, or thing whatsoever to the contrary not- 
withstanding» 


And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be Jawful for any 
subjects of His Majesty to proceed to and reside at any place or places 
situate more to the Soythward than eleven degrees of South Latitude, or more to 
Testward than sixty-four degrees, or more té the Eastward than one hundred 
ty degrees of East Longitude from aiid for any lawful purposes, 
o, XIII, D without 






Equator, Bencoolen 
and China. 


His Majesty's 
Subjects authorized 
for lawful purposes, 
to go to and reside 

at places without 
eleven degrees 

south latitude, and 
64 and,150 degrees © 
east longitude. 
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deemed to have 





Unlicensed persons “And be it further enacted, That if any.of t 
trading to or going > ; 
within the limits of OF SUCCessors, of or belohging to any of Hi 


(498. 


‘without any license whatsoever.; any, 
Charter contained to the contrary notw 












gother. Act, or. in any 


s Majesty, his heirs 
dominions, Situate without 


i °! ‘ P Ps 
the Company's _ dpe Indies and limits of thes any’s Charter, other than such as shall 
Charter, otherwise ” 7 ; i Ee . ae ar ts se eae es 
than as allowed by be licensed by the said United Com otherwise thereunto lawfully autho- 
this Act, shallbe — sized, shall at any time before: the, de ation ‘of the furthér term. hereby 


unlawfully traded, granted to the said Company, directly or fndirectly, sail to, visit, aunt, ‘frequent, 


: id be subj : ‘i 
CY Be are Bcd trade, traffic, or adventure to, in, or from the: East Indies or parts al 


sed on illicit tras | 


TS, 











*~ * quent sections. 


#- 








s, 129. and subse- 


said, or go, 
sail, or repair thereto, or be found therein, in any, other manner than. iggprescribed 
‘or allowed by the proyisions of this Act, and the terms and condition: of any 
‘license or certificate to be.granted by virtue thereof, all and every, ee person 
and persons shall be deemed and taken to have unlawfully traded alld trafficked 
there ; and all such. persons, and all ships and vessel8.found. in the custo-ly: of any 
» such or persons, or engaged or concerned in such unlawful t ior trafiick, 
and Hepner, masters, and crews hereof, and. all goods, mercha dize, treasure, 
* and effects shipped or laden thereon, or taken out of. the same,,or found in the. 








custody of any such,person or persons, shall .be subject and Jiable to. all such and 
@the like’ pains, penalties, forfeitures, disabilities, and. methods of suit, as are con- 
33 Geo. Ill. ¢. 52. tained in the said Acts of the thirty-third year of His present Majesty, or either of 


them, or in any Act or Acts now in force, and which pains, penalties, forfeitures,” 
disabilities, and methods-of suit, were enacted for the purpose of securing to the 
said Company the sole and exclusive right of trading to the East Indies, and’ other 
parts within. the limits of their Charter, during the.continuance of such sole and 
exclusive right, and of restraining clandestine and illicit trade in, to, and from the 
~ East. Indies and parts aforesaid; and all such and the like powers, provisions, 
clauses, matters, and:things as arecontained inthe said Acts of the thirty-third year ° 
of His present Majesty, or eithér of them, orin any Act or Acts now in force, and 
which were enacted for the purpose aforesaid, shall be deemed and taken to be in 
force, and to apply to all such’tnlawful trade and traffick as aforesaid, cortrary t 
the provisions of this Act, or of the terms and conditions of any license 
ficate to be granted by virtue thereof, and shall be put in execution dunt 














° : £ 
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«. Cas 
further term Hereby | said’ mpany, for the’ “purpose of preventing *, 
any such unlawful t ek; asfully'and effectuallysas if the ‘same powers; 
provisions, clauses, ma ings, were severally repeated at large, and re- 
enacted in the bo d dpplied to and for the purpose last aforesaid. 
sR 
Provided always,vand be it enaéte fF any shigs or vessels shall’ Ships driven by 
re . ,. stress of weather or Be, | 


pen, by stress of. ‘weather or other inevitable ‘accident, to be driven or fore other inevitable ace 
more to the rthiward than eleven de uth latitude, and between the Cae Se 
sixty-fourth a1 ‘one hundred ahd fiftieth dégrees of East longitude from London; not to be liable to " 


‘driven or so forced shail feturn within the said limits, with as much forfeitures, € 







convenientspeed asthe safety of such ship or vessel or other circumstances will . * ‘ | 
admit, ‘such*ship or vessels shall not, norshall‘a any of | 2 goods, merchandize,. 
treasure,-o effects shipped or Jaden on board: the same, © subject to forfeiture, 





owners, master, or crew thereof, or any « other person on board the. 
same, b diable to any of the pains, penalties, forfeitutes, or disabilities herein- 
before mentiéned, on account of being’ or having ‘been. within the imits: « 
Provided nevertheless, that the proof of such'ship or vessels having ‘driven | 
or forced beyond the said limits by stress of weather or other inevitable accident, “a 
and of having returned within the said’ limits with as much convenient speed 
as the safety | of the said ship or vessel, or other circumstances would admit, sha 

lie on the- party claiming the benefit of such ‘exemption ; any thing in this or ~ s 
any other Act contained to the contrary notwithstanding, vie 


‘Anais’ it farthée enacted, That the said Board of Céinmigionied for Colleges and Semi- 
the Affairs of India, by force and virtue of this Act, shall have, ‘and’ be we the tae 
invested witlr full power and authority to superintend, direct, and controul all troul of the Board. 
orders and instructions whatsoever, which in any wise relate to or-concern any oe 
tules, regulations or establishments whatsoeveryof the several Colleges established 
by the said Company ‘at Calcutta “or Fort Saint George, or of any Seminaries 
which may be established-under the®iuthority of any of the Governments of the 
said‘Qompany, in the same manner, to all intents and’purposes, and under and 


to all such and the like regulations and provisions, as if such ordérs and : q 






nstructions immediately related'to, and concerned the government and revenues © 
of the said territorial acquisitions in the East Indies. e 
D2 *, ” And 














Prevision for 
Schools, Public 
Lectures or other 
Literary Institu- 
tions in India, for 
the benefit of the 
Natives, to be re- 
gulated by Govern- 
or General in 
Council, subject to 
controul of the 
Board ; but Ap- 
pointments to 
Offices therein to 
be made by the 
LocalGovernments, 


College, and Mili- ° 


tary Seminary in 
England, to be con- 
tinued ; and the Di- 
rectors, with the 
‘approbation of the 
‘Board, fo make 
rules and regula- 
tions,for the same, 
%* 


e” 


or 


And be it further: enacted, That \it+ shall 
General in Council to ‘direct, that, out of anyes las which may remain. of 
the rents, revenues and profits, arising from the said'territorial, acquisitions, after 
defraying the expenses of the military, civil, and commereial;establishments, and 
paying the interest of the-debt, in manner hereinafter provided, a.sum of not less 
than one lack of rupees in each year, shall be’ set “apart and applied. to the 
revival and improvement of literature’ and the encouragement of the learned 
natives of India, and for the introduction and promo ion of aknowledge of 
the sciences among the inhabitants of the British territories in India: And 
that any, Schools, public Lectures or other Institutions for. the purposes 
aforésaid, which shall be’ founded* at» the Presidencies of Fort William, 
Fort Saint George, or Bombay, or™in any otlier parts of the British terris 
tories in India, in virtue of this Act, shall be governed by «such regulations 
“aS may from time to time be made by the said Governor General in 
Council; subject nevertheless to such powers as are herein. yested’in the said 
Boardsof Commissioners for the Affairs of Indiay respecting Colleges and Semi- 
naries ; Provided always, that all appointments to offices in such Schools, ‘Lece 
tureships and other Institutions, shall be made by or under the authority “of the 
Governments within which the same shall be situated, , ; 







for the, Governor 


service in India, and also a Military Seminary for the appropriate education of 
young men designed fof their Military: service in India: And whereasit is expe- 
dient that the said College and Military Seminary should be further continued 
and maintained, and that proper rules and regulations should be constituted-and 
established, by authority of law, for the good government of the said College and 
Military Seminary respectively 5 Be it therefore enacted, That the said College 
and Military Seminary shall be. continued” and maintained by the said United 
Company, during the further term hereby granted to the said Company, and that 
it shall and may be lawful forthe said Court of Directors, .and they are. the et 
required, forthwith after the passing of this Act, to frame such rules, and? 
gulations for the good government of the said College and. Military Seminary, 

respectively 






And whereas the said United Company have lately established” in. England 
a College for the appropriate education of young men designed. for. their Civil” 


( 431 9 


respectively, as in th ent shall appear best adapted to the purpcses 

aforesaid; and to layethes : 9efore the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 

of India, for their revisal~ d approbation, who shall thereupon proceed to 

consider the same, and shall and may malke-such alterations therein and additions 

thereto’ as they shallthink fir; nevertheless, all such rules and regulations: shall 

and may be subject to:such future revision and alteration by the said Courts dj 

Directors with the approbation of the-said Board, as circumstances may 

time to time require im,that behalf ; and all such rules and regulations, efantl, 

approyed, revised or Moc, shall be deemed and taken to be good and valid in 

law, and. shall be binding and effectual upon all persons and in all matters 

belonging or relating to the said College and Military Seminary respectively; any 

law, charter; or other matter or thing, to the contrary notwithstanding : Provided Directors may 

always,” that nothing herein contained shall prevent the said Court of Directors make representa« 

from making such representation, with respect to any alterations in or additi inert 

to such rules and regulations which may be made by the said Board of Com iy by the 
oaid, 

sidners, as the said Court of Directors shall at any time think fit. 


"And be it'further enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, it Bishop of London 
shall and may be lawful for the Lord Bishop of London for the time being, to to exercise visita 
torial jurisdiction, 
have and exercise, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to have and exer-g 
_ cise suchsyisitatorial power and jurisdiction, over all such persons, matters and 
things, belonging or relating to the said College, and in such manner as shall be 
appointed and established by the said rules and regulations of the said 
College in that behalf ;.any matter or thing whatsoever to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 
And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the said wo person tiie 
Court of Directors to nominate, appoint, or.send, to the Presidencies of Fort #ppointed a Writet, 
unless be shall have 
William, Fort Saint George, or Bombay, any person. in the capacity of a Writer, kept four terms at 
unless such person shall have been duly entered at such. College and have resided cheit ate « 
t ereiefour terms according to the rules and regulations thereof; and shall certificate obng 
produce to the said’Court of Directors a certificate; under the hand of the sorely: tore 


ncipal of the-said’College, testifying that he has, for the space of four terms, 
been 
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i 
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; y been.amémber of, and ditly conformed himoyll ne 
the said College, Fe oe. 5 ? 
Fistablishment of And be it further enacted, That no order for the ras gaia any te ; 


he Col- 
ae inary or the appointment of any person.to fill the situation of Pri cipal ‘at ‘the said 


Seminary, and prin- Colle ge, OF Hlead Master of the Military Seminary, shall be validor effectual 


cipal appointments 


thereto, to be sub-. until the same shall have been approved by the said Board of A ee 


ject to the controul 
of the Board. A for the Affairs ofgieyic. F : hd vs Siaas | He 


e! 
Principal and Pro- And wheres? for the due performance’of the public 
fessors exempted 
from parochial 


residence, education, it is expedient that the Principal, and@some of the Professors ofthe 
said College, should be clergymen of the Established Church : “And* whereas it 
y be expected that among clergymen best qualified»for such situations, from 
‘ete character and attainments, some may be Pgssessed of bénefi¢es in. the 
. Church’; Be it enacted, That every spiritual person holding: the ‘situation, of | 
"Principal, or Professor, in the said College, and actually performing the ‘duties . 
_ of the same, shall be* and he is hereby exempted from residence .on any. 
: “ Benefice of which’ he may be possessed, in the same manner as ithe’ spiritual 
43 Geo: INL; 84, persons specified in an Act passed in the forty-third year of His present Majesty's 
reign, intituled, « An Act to amend the laws relating to spiritual persons*holding 
- « of farms ; and for enforcing the residence of spiritual persons on their ‘benefices .. 
e «in England,” are by the said Act exempted from residence on* their répe 
benefices; any Act, matter, or thing to the contrary notwithstanding 


Ifa Bishop and And whereas no sufficient provision hath hithierto bedi --, “for the 
errs Ration site maintenance and support of a church establishment in the British territories 
attire inte in- the East ‘Tadies, and other parts within the limits of the said Company's 
patent ; Charter; Be it therefore enactedsThat in case it shall please His Majesty, by his. 
royal letters patent under. the great seal of the said United Kingdom, to erect, 
” found, and constitute, one Bishoprick for the’ whole of ‘the said British territories 
in the East Indies, and parts aforesaid ; one Archdeaconry for the Presidency, 0 of 
Fort William in Bengal; one archdeaconry for the “Presidency. of Fort. 
George on the coast of Coromandel; and one archdeaconry for the. Presider 
and Island of Bombay on the coast of Malabar ; and from time to time to nomi-+ 
nate and appoint a Bishop and Archdeacons to such bishoprick and archdeaconries 
respectively : 


duties of religion at 
the’said College, as well as for thelmaintenance of sound™learning andoreligious 


« 
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respectively ; the CaseesDieeessrs of thersaid Coniifiny; during suéh*time as Their salaries te 
‘the said territorial acquisitions shall remain in the possession of the said Com- 
“pany, shall, and they are hereby ‘required to direct and cause to be paid, Certain 


be paid by the 
Company. 


established. salaries to such Bishop and Archdeacons Fespectively (that is to say) ; 
fromand outjof thie revenuesjof the said presidency of Fort William i in Bengal, * 
to the said Bishop, five thousand pounds by the year, at an exe ange of 
two shilling: for the Bengal current rupee ;-and to the said Archdeacon of 
the said presidency * Fort William, two thousand pounds’ by the year, at 
theclike exchange; an Pfom and out of the revenues of the’ presidency of Fort ~ 


. Saint George on the coast of Coromandel, tothe Archdeacon of the said presi- 


dency cfFort Saint George,. -two thousand pounds by ‘the year, a at an ex- 


‘change of eight’ shillings for the pagoda at Madras; and from and out of the 


Tevenues' of, the presidency and island of Bombay, on the coast of Malabar, 
the Archdeacon ‘of the saidypresidency and island of Bombay, two shousall 
pounds by,the year, at an exchange of two shillings and three-pence for the _ 


- Bombay pee. ‘ 4 a . 


-Tespective offices; and that all such salaries’ shall be in View of all fees of 


° © 

And be, it further enacted, That the said salaries shall take place and come. Salaries to coms 
mence frofn and after the time at which such persons as shall be appointed Ofice, pbeias 
to. the said offices respectively, shall take upon them the execution of their — when func. - 
tons cease, 
office, perquisites, emoluments and advantages whatsoever ; and that no fees of 
office, perquisites, emoluments or advantages whatsoever, shall be accepted, re- 
ceived or taken, in any manner or on any account or pretence whatsoever, other 
than the salaries aforesaid ; and that such ‘Bishop and Archdeacons, respectively, , 
8 all be entitled to ‘such salariesso long.as they shall respectively éxercise the 
fanttions of their several offices in the East Indies or parts aforesaid,’ and no ° 
longer. BS 

Provided always, aia be it further enacted, That tack Bishop shall not eee he to,have ne 

urisdiction 
haye or use any jurisdiction, or exercise any episcopal functions whatsoever, seen acon 
in the East Indies‘or elsewhere, but only such jurisdiction and functions ag such as may be 

shall or may from time to time be limited to him by his Majesty, by letters patent ser by ictters 
under the great seal of the United Kingdom, 


And 








oa ee et el 


His Majesty may 
grant'to the Bishop, 
by letters patent, 
such ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction as he 
may find necessary. 


‘Warrant for letters 
patent, respecting 
the bishoprick or 
archdeaconry, to be 
_ countersigned by 
the President of the 


Board. 


His Majesty may 
grant pensions to 
Bishops and Arch- 
deacons who shall 
have discharged 
their functions in 
India for fifteen 


years, 
e 


2 


Application of the 
revenues arising 
from the territorial 
acquisitions in 
Tittia, © 


~ 


wikia. be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawfal for His Majesty, 
from time to time, if he-shall think fit, by his letters patent undet the great seal 
of the said United Kingdom, to grant to such Bishop;.soto be nominated andw’ 
appointed as aforesaid, such ecclesiastical jurisdiction, andthe exercise of such 
épiscopal functions, within the East Indies and: parts aforesaid, as His Majesty 
shall think nécessary for the administering holy ceremonies, and for thie 
superintendence and good government of the ministers of the church esta- 
blishment within the East Indies and parts aforesaid; any law, charter, or other 
matter or thing to the contrary notwithstanding. \d 


And be it further enacted, That when and as often as it shallplease His 
Majesty to issue any letters patent respecting any such Bishoprick or Archdeaconry 
as aforesaid, or for the nomination or appointment of any person thereto, the 
Warrant for the bill in every such case shall be countersigned by the” President of 
the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 


“And be it further enacted, That it-shall and may be lawful for His Majesty, 
by warrant. under his royal sign manual, countersigned by the Chancellor.of the 
Exchequer for the time being, to grant to any such Bishop ahd’ Archdeacons, 
respectively, who shall have exercised in the East Indies or parts aforesaid, for 
fifteen years, the office or offices of Bishop or Archdeacon, or either of them, 
the following pensions, that is to say; to any such Bishop, as pension not 
exceeding ‘fifteen hundred pounds per annum, and to any such Archdeacon a 
pension not exceeding eight hundred pounds per annum; which. said. pensions 
shall be paid and defrayed quarterly by the said Company, and shall be deemed 


_and taken’as part of the political charges of the said Company. .. . 


And be it further enacted, That for and during the continuance of the pos- 
session and, government of the said territorial acquisitions and revenues in the 
said United Company, the tents, revenues, and profits arising from: the said 
territorial acquisitions, after defraying the charges and expenses of collecting the 
same, sltall be applied and disposed of, to and for the uses and purposes hereinafter 
expressed, in ‘the following order of preference, and to or for no other use or 
purpose, or in any other manner whatsoever, any Act or Acts of Parliament now 

in 


’ 
‘ 
t 
* 
eres | 








. we _¢ ry 

a : 
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ins force to the contrary: notwithstanding ; (that is to say) In the frst places ih de> - First, in opto, | 

fraying all the charges and: nses of raising and maintaining the forces, as well ‘siting forces; * j 

eee as native, military, artillery, and marine, on the establishments in the » ae | 

t Indies and part8a aid, and of maintaining the forts and garrisons there, ; ; 

and providing. “warlike- nayal stores: Secondly, in payment of the interest Setondly,inpay- 


t of i 
accruing on the debts owing, or which may be hereafter incurred *by the said india debty = 


Company, in the East adics or parts aforesaid, including that proportion 


thereof for which. bills,shall be demanded, payable in England, and for which ‘ ; 
provision shall at all times be made by consignments or remittances to England, | 
»as the said Gourt of Directors, with the approbation of the said Commissioners “4 
for the Affairs of India, shall from time to time direct: Thirdly; in defraying , Thirdly, in de- S| 
the civil and commercial establishments of the said Company, at their several caaalionn! “4 


settlements there +» Fourthly, towards the liquidation of the territorial debt of Fourthly, to- 


the: said. Company, or of the. bond debt at home, or to such other PUrposesy. ea, 


subject to the provision hereinafter made, as the said Court of Directors, with wierd debt, ale 
the approbation of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, shall Sencha ot ths 
from time to time direct ; any Act or Acts of Parliament to the contrary thereof Board, shall direct ; 
* eee. subject as after- 
sgainecsrag mentioned. 


* 


And whereas it is not reasonable that.the commercial funds of the said: A sun’ equal to 
Company. should be exposed to embarrassment by payments made in Europe.on Sinn le 


acéount of territorial charges ; ‘Be it therefore enacted, That a sum, equal to 2t home, on ace 
count of Territortal 


the actual payments which shall have been made from the commercial: funds at Charges in preced- 


BREN Mile a a Par Woe 









home on account of ‘territorial charges in the year preceding, after deducting ng i hia arter? Gee : i 
ig amount’ of 

therefrom the charges of the commercial éstablishments and all the commercial pavments abroad a 
charges in India, which may have been paid from the territorial reveriues in the Chie neh noe | 
samé year, shall in each and every year be issued in India, for the purpose of annually applied to “4 
the said Company’s China or India investment; sor of remittance to England on ete eg fs | 
account of the said Company, at the option of the said Court of Directors: ertion of the Dir 2 
Provided always, that any excess';which may happen to be so issued in any year, poy FOF be Re | 
for. the: purposes of investment, beyond the actual “payment: which: shall have pea Sec o 4 

‘made: in the same year by the said’ Company in Europe, on actount of E 
tertitorial charges, shall be taken’ into account in diminution of the sum to be sel | 
applied to the purposes of investment for the year following. 8 9) ae ; 
_ No, XIII. eee And 


Application of. the. d.be it farther enacted, That. for and ignores 


2 pti he Ay d government of the said territorial acq s and revenues in the. said’ 
Hig: United Company, the net, proceeds of their-sales.o} ‘goods at:home,. with theduties , ~ 
Sas; allowances arising by ‘private trade, and: all the. <commercial), profits = cand 
er receipts. of the said Company: in.Great Britain, shall be applied: and. dise . 
First, in. paying ea of in'manner following ;. (thatis to say) First, in. providing for the.pays ‘ 
ae PEATE | ment of bills of exchange already accepted and hereafter to:-be accepted: :by 
inure. pay- the said Company, as the same shall become due : Secondly, in. providing for thé 
rina of bord current payment of other debts (the principal_of the bond debt in'England always 
Hebts excepted). as well as interest, and the commercial outgoings, charges, and exs* 
Thirdly, in pay- penses of the said Company;. Thirdly, in payment of a dividend, afterthe rate-of 
ment of dividend of. 
ten per.cent. til] ten. pounds per, centum per annum,.on the. present or-any-future amount of the 
re ahi 9 capital stock of the said Company, for and during such time as acertajn fund.of 
10} per cent, Ahe said Company hereinafter mentioned, called “ The Company’s Separate Fund,’? * 
seeemape shall be sufficient. to pay.a. dividend, after the. rate of ten. shillings. for every 
hundred pounds per annum, on.the present, or any. future amount of the capital 
stock of the said Company ; .and.’When, .and.so . soon..as..the said: Jast-men- 
tioned fund shall be exhausted, then in payment of a dividend, at the-rate.-of 
ten pounds ten shillings per centum perannum, on the thenexisting, or future 
capital stock of the, said Company-;: provided. that:no greater dividend ‘shall be i 
paid in the whole, in any. one year, than.at. the said. ratesof ten pounds, ten shile * 
lings per centum per anpum, upon the present or. future. capital sto 
Fourthly, in re-. Company :. Fourthly, in reduction of the principal of. the debtin the Tian lesion? 
pour ireees or parts aforesaid, or of the bond debt.at home,.as. the said Court of. Directors,. 
at home, with the approbation of the-said Board of Commissioners, shall from time to. tied 


direct 5 any Act or Acts of. Parliament-to.the contrary. nownisapainds: eae 
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H 1e Pi fits not» i a 
liable to Territorial And Sheree it is not caaeede that the Company’. comgneciiaa ta 
Charges, till after ery 
Divided provided should be liable annually to the payment in. Europe.of, territoral charges, till 
- for ; except to Bills the said dividend,» after thejrate.of ten.pounds,and_ten shillings. »per-centum per. 


and Certificates for 


value recéived in. 22m), shall. have, been paid: and discharged ;» Be> it therefore providedgand:, 


Iodia,_and to In- enacted, That th@snet proceeds: of the-sales of goods, and other. comi 
terest and Sinking ae P 5 p: 
Band on Loan of profits of the Company in Great: Britain as aforesaid, shall snot. besliable: to: i 
4812 fiom the liquidation of any charge on account of the territorial or political government of: 
Public. to the Com=. > : . 


o pany, { ; See ~ India 
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“Fadia: in’ neainiapt of any Bills. of Exchange or Corte 
on-account of: the territorial ‘ofpolitical charge in India; till after the 

» on the capital’ Stock of ‘the said Company shall first have been agi 
for’; Excepting “always*such bills and certificates, for the amount of which, 
y¥alue’shall have’ been ® previously paid. in' India“ from >the: territorial or politic 
funds, and consignments or remittances made thereof to England, for the Aiqui- 









dation of the said bills and certificates; Excepting likewise the amount of the’ - 


interest and ‘sinking fund ‘on the loan advanced by the Public. to the said Com- 
pany,» as’ provided in an*Act passed in ‘the fifty-second year of His present 
* Majesty,intituled, «An Act for advancing two millions five hundred thousand 
“« pounds 'to'the East India Company, to enable them to discharge part of the 
“East Indian debt ;” which ‘said “interest and sinking fund shall nevertheless 
continuie-to’be deemed a territorial charge, and shall be accounted for as'such out 
” ofthe’ produce of' the’ revenues of India: Provided also, that in case sufficient 
funds shall: not temain'in the hands of the said Company, :after payment of the 
dividend, to discharge all such bills as shall be drawn for the interest of any. Joan 
in India, underconditions’ now subsisting, or which may be contracted at any 
“time” before the tenth day of April, one thousand eight hundred’ and fourteen, 
entitling the holders of such loan ‘to receive bills on the said Company for the 
payment of the'interest thereof, the fesidue of such bills, so long as such interest 


may” be demanded in England, shall be discharged in such manner as Par- 


. lidment shall, from time to time direct : Provided ‘also, that if any monies shall 
be received into the: treasury of the Company at home upon the credit of bills to 
be drawn upon the Company’s territorial or political funds abroad, or in liquidation 


* of bills: of exchange remitted, or of any other security for advances made 


in India from* the: said territorial or political funds, “or of any advances made 
from such funds, on account of His Majesty’s government, or any other 
account, the ‘said monies: shall be.set apart and applied to defray the terri- 
torial: or ‘political charges ‘to which. the said Company is liable in Europe; 


_ and. the excess of such funds shall be subject’ to such further “appropriations as 
Erovided also, that: 


.the “territorial revenues are liable to by virtue of ‘this Act : 
ine the event of the commercial profits of the said Companysat home being in- 
sufficient i in any: ‘year aay to defray the said dividend; it bait and-may be daw 

Beast ; : 2. to 


eS 


If Home Funds ina 
sufficient after Dy= 
vidend to'diécharge 
Bills drawn for In 
terest of existing 
Indian Debt, Defiz 
ciency to be paid 
as Parliaméut shall 
direct. 


Monies received -at 
Home on Credit of 
Bills drawnon ‘Ter 
ritorial Funds or for 
Advances in India, 
to be applied to 
payment of Terri= 
torial Charges in 
Europe. 


And if commercial 
profits at home not 
sufficient in any 

year for dividend}: 
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* surplus territorial Inf 
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dod any such deficiency out of any surplus revenue that ‘may‘have arisen 
preceding year of account out of the territorial revenues, after the payment 


ance Sed yerr___ of all charges, interest of debt included. 





deficiency to be , 
made good out of Me 


Pa ¥ 


Application. of the - ‘eed And be it further enacted, That when the principal debt of the'said’ United 
conten vt ape a Coatpany: bearing integest in India, shall have been reduced to the sum of 
home profits : ten millions of pounds sterling, calculated at the exchange of two shillings 
for the Bengal current rupee, eight shillings for the Madras pagoda, and two 

shillings and three-pence for the Bombay rupee, and the bonded debt im Great 

Britain shall have been reduced ‘to the sum of three millionsof pounds sterling, 

then and thereafter the surplus proceeds, which shall be found ‘to arise fromthe 

: said rents, revenues, and profits, of the: said ‘territorial acquisitions, and from’ 

. © © ‘sales of the goods, and the profits of the trade of the said’ Company, or’ in any: 


other manner, after providing for the payments aforesaid, shall be applied to ~ 


In repaymentofthe the more speedy repayment of the capital of any ‘public funds’ or securitiés, 
ri code are ang which have been or may be created forthe use of the said Company; ‘the charge 


funds created for 


- Company ; of which have been of may be directed to be borrie by the said’ Company “by: 


and farther surplas virtue of any Act or Acts of Parliament ; and that any further surplus that may 


died mkigt we, arise shall be set apart, and from time to time’ paid into the receipt of His) 


‘Guarantee Fund, ~Majesty’s Exchequer, to be applied as Parliafnent shall direct, without interest:to) 


not exceeding 


twelve millions; be paid to the Company in respect or for the use thereof; but’ iat it, is. 


hereby declared, that all such sums of money. as shall be'so’ paid -into‘the receipt’ « 
of His Majesty’s Exchequer as ‘aforesaid; not exceeding twelve millions: of 
pounds sterling, shall be deemed and taken to be a fund for securing to'the:said: 


United Company the capital stock of the said United Company, and also’a divi+) ’ 


dend at the rate of ten pounds ten shillings per centum per anndm, in’respect: 
One sixth of excess thereof; and of the excess of such payments, if any, beyond the said amount of 
ee ee twelve millions cf pounds sterling, one-sixth part’ shall from time to timeobe: 
sixths to belong to reserved and retained by the said United Company for their own use and benefit, 
~ a and the remaining five-sixth shall be deemed and shall be wwe Re uh of i 


public, and at th disposal of Parliament. 






¥f the debts, after Provided also, and be it further enacted, ‘That if the debts of the said: is 


ee ama be pany in India, after the same shall have been reduced to ten millions of pounds 
sterling, 
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nt, yond certain sums, 
"y ” reduction again to- 


sterling, louie’ as aforesaid, shall be again increased. beyond th 
to take place. 


or. if. -their-bond debt in Great. Britain, after the same shall have been: Bs 
three millions of pounds sterling, shall be. again increased beyond “that sum, 
then, and so often asseither of those cases shall happen, such surplus proceeds 
shall: be ‘appropriated to the reduction of the said new debts respectively aniil 
‘the. whole ofthe debts of the said Company. in India shall be again reduced 
to ten ‘millions of pounds sterling, calculated as Moresaid, and their bond 
debt in Great’Britain to three millions of pounds sterling; any thing in this 
Act contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Aina, be it further enacted, That so much of the said Act of the Par- pas ph of Mors 
Jiament of Great Britain of the thirty-third year of His present Majesty, as asrelates tothe pay- 
relates to the payment: of a sum, not exceeding five hundred thousand pounds the Exchtaype; the 
dn every year; into the receipt of His Majesty’s Exchequer, to be applied as recovery Staley sak 
Parliament shall direct, or to the recovery from the said United Company, or into the Tek te: 
their.successors, by action or otherwise,.of such money, in case of failure of penied, aig 
the said United Company or their successors, in any payment thereof, or to the 

* payment into the Bank of England of money to be Placed to the account” 
of the Commissioners, appointed by. the Act passed in the twenty-sixth 
year of His Majesty’s ‘reign, intituled, “ An Act for vesting certain sums” 
Peiae Commissioners at the end of every quarter of a year, to be by 

- #§them applied.in reduction of the national debt,” or to an account to be 
raised and, kept by: the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, to 
be intituled, “The Account of the Guarantee Fund of the United Company of 

“ _«-Merchants.of England trading to the East-Indies,” or to the’said Guarantee 
Fund,-or to an account to be made by the said Governor and Company of 
the Bank of England, of.or relating thereto, shall.be and the same is hereby 


ecponiisl 


a. And iebeneaal by fis said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, of A dividend of ten 
shillings per cent, 


_ thes thirty-third year of His present Majesty, taking notice of a certain fund, jo’ OA Gut %E. 
therein called «The Company’s Separate Fund,” it was a that after pay- the Separate Fund, 
ment should’ be made. by ‘the said Company into” His Majesty’s Exchequer, ‘i! wed. 

bin ; Soe 








, "C440. 
er ; Cee : ; 
sof ; instalnients (which said payments were duly made), it, shouldbe, Seo 
ss lay the ‘said Company, out of the said Separate Fun 





; f pete: abe SoPe and . the, 
*.. 2 interest - | growing income ‘thereof, to make and declare a dividend of. 
© syten shillings per centum per annum ‘on the then present or any future. * 
=e “gf amhount of: their ‘capital. stock, which sdid dividend or dividends stould be, 
is paid’ and payable by the said Company, over .and above any other divi. 
-. dends which should beeéme due in respect thereof; and that. after the ex * : 
33 Geo, IIL. c. 5?-*piration of the further term by the said Act granted in their exclusive trade, ; 
£ » — it should be lawful for the said Company to retain and dispose of what should, 


“ee then remain of the said Company’s separate fund, or of the monies constituting. 








FY . the same, sand the interest or othér annual. proceeds thereof, in such Manner. as_ 
2 ore * they: should: then think fit: And whereas by a certain other Act,made in the,. 
. 87, Ge, HI. c.,B1s ‘thirty-seventh year of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to enable the. 
2 * Me East-India Company to: raise money. by further increasing their capital stock, 
a 3 «and to extend the provisions now existing, respecting the present stock of. 
a : . ¢ the said Company, ‘to the said increased stock ;” after teciting, that the, pay: : 
= ment of their said dividend of ‘ten shillings per.centum, to the proprietors of the, 
a * , increased stock, to be raised by virtue of the said last-mentioned Act, out of the, » 
a said separate fund, as in the said recited Act of the thirty-third year of His. 
ie Majesty’s reign is mentioned, would exhaust the same long before the expiration. 
$ of the then existing term in the said exclusive trade, it ling pct 
& reasons therein mentioned, “ that the said dividend of -ten shillings | centums» 
Bs which under the authority of the said Act of the thirty-third year of His present, 
Majesty would be payable to the préprictors of the said increased stock, out-of ; 
fe, the said separate fund, should be paid to them out of the annual profits of the: 


said Company, in the same manner, and at the same times, as the dividend of: 


. ten pounds per centum, ‘in the said Act ‘mentioned, was to be paid tothe 
proprietors of the stock of the said Company, and for that. purpose a sum. equal. 
to the amount of ‘such dividends should from time to time be debited to the. = 
«, “nual account, as.a charge on the said trade, and carried te the account of the 
a “said separate fund : And whereas the said Company have not increas 
28 “yo _ capital stock ‘pu ant to the authotity and power given to them by the 
“es Act of the ne yeat of His said’ Majesty's reign: And wherea th 
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said ‘séparate™ fand is still sufficient -to. pay the said disideed of tens! 
¢éntum per annum, upoh the present capital stock of the said Company for a 
certain time, but not sufficient to pay such dividend upon the said present Capitals “g: Pie PS I 
stock during. the whole of the ‘further term by this Act. granted to-the. ee 3 sh ie 
United Company, in the said territorial possessions and revenues: Beit theres. ae 
fore ‘enacted, That from and after the passing of ghisiAct there shalkzbe  » : = 
paid out of the said_separate fund, a dividend. after. the; rate. of ten shillings** oS 
per centum perannum, on the present!/or. any future amount of the said’capital * “ 
stock-of the said Company, for and during such time as th® said separate fund) 28" 
shall be 'stficient for that purpose ; and. when. the said: separate: fund. shalk 
bécome insufficient for the payment of the whole of the said dividénd, somuch ,* 
ag shall remain of the said separate fund shall be paid and applied towards the a 
payment of such’ dividend of ten shillings, and the. residue of:such dividend ~~ 9) - % ¢ 

' shall be paid out of the net proceeds of the said Company's. profits in’ the i 
manner hereinbefore mentioned ; any thing in the said Act.of the. thirty-seventh. 

year of His present Majesty, or any sia. te matter, or sittin to, the contrary. 

2 Sharer ; 

®. * 

“And ‘be it further enacted, That so. much of the pie. Act of the thietye! 37 Geo, IIT, 8h 
serait’ year of His. present Majesty, as directs that the: said dividend of ten #9 repealed. 
shillings per'céntum per. annum, upon: the increased stock. to be raised; by’ virtue. 
of the said: Tast-mentioned Act, shall. be paid out of the: annual profits. of, the: 
said Company,” shall be, and. the same. is hereby repesless: 


‘ 


And be it further enacted, That’ fekn: and afier the passing of this “Act Directors to order”: 


the” ‘said Gourt*of Directors. of the said Company shall, and«=-they are hereby: felon chars 
required to direct’and order, that the books of account of the said Company territorial. political,., 
at their several presidencies and settlements: im» Indiay.. at. their factory: in snd comnmierciat af? 


China, at the island of Saint Helena, ‘and :in: alls other places,:as well:abroad as‘ plan for such an. 






in “En land, bi Be 80. Kept.and_ arranged, as.that the samenshall: contain andi thcircoment nn 

exhi receipts, ‘disbursements, debts, and: assets spogiainig to-or con- S tae for theirs 
TO! 10N,. 

nected with the territorial, political, and. commercial. -b of stheir affairs ee 


eaeer 3 and that the same’ shail be made ‘up in such manner, that: the said,’ 
: books. 








@ontain and exhibit the accounts of the territorial and political depart- 
ments, separately and distinctly. from such as appertain to or are connected with 


Sythe commercial branch of theit affairs; and the said’ Court. of Directors are 









' ej. . am arrangement of the accounts of the said Company in the manner aforesaid, and 
to-submit the same to the said Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India 


a >. 
Sh ea Mie ete “for their approbation ; and it shall be Jawful for the said Boatd of Commissioners; 
Pai ‘’ from time to time, to make such alterations and amendments therein, and such 
Se “gw, additions thereto, 48 they shall think fit; which said plan, so approved, altered, 
+ amended, or added to, by the said Board of Commissioners, the’said Court of 
Eo ®- Directors shall direct and order to be carried into execution. 


This incile to "And be it further enacted, that the several accounts required by the said 
é stent tobe laid Actof the Parliament of Great Britain of the thirty-third year of His ‘present 
: before Parliament. Majesty, to be annually laid before both Houses of Parliament, shall be-hence- 


93.Geo. III. ¢. 52. forth prepared and arranged in conformity to the principles of separation 


hereinbefore directed, of the territorial and political branch from the com- 


mercial branch of the affairs of the said United Company. 


‘Copies of regula And be it further enacted, That from and after the passing of this’ Act, 


smade under 37 G.3. : ae 
‘c. 142, 39-and 40 together with the accounts directed by the said Act of the Parliament of Great 
G. 3.¢.79, and Res of the thirty-third year of His Majesty’s reign, and by this Act, to be 
47 G. 3. Sess. 2. y y 2) g 'y 
-c, 68, to be laid Jaid before the said Houses by the said Court, one copy of all the regulations 
annually with ac- 3 ‘ 3 Fi 
-counts before Par= made by their several governments in India, and transmitted to them under and 
Liamente ‘ in pufsuance of an Act made in the thirty-seventh year of His Majesty's Reign, 
intituled, “ An Act for the better Administration of ‘Justice at Calcutta, Madras, 
“and Bombay, and for preventing British subjects from being. concerned in 
«< Loans to the Native Princes in India ;” and also of a certain other Act, made 
in the thirty-ninth and fortieth year of his said Majesty, intituled, “ An act. for 
at establishing fuaigy Regelations for the Government of the British Territories 
« in India, and the bétter Administration of Justice within the same 5” and also 
‘of a certain other Act, made in the forty-seventh year of His Majesty’s Reign, 
: ~ intituled 





eke? po PF < “o@gtthereby required, forthwith, after the passing of this Act, to prepare a, plan ‘for 


ations abroad, . the said Court of Directors shall annually lay before both Houses of Parliament, ... 





“—e 


iptituleds, -* An Act for the better Boxerninent of the Settlements jot 9 $ 
« George and Bombay, for the-Regulation of Public Banks ; and fot ing mS 


a so much of an Act, passed in the thirty-third year of his present Majesty,” as ge : Se 
* relates to the Periods.at which the Civil Servants of the East-India soa if 
« may béemployed i in their Service abroad.” 






ANG be it father enacted, That all rates, customs, and duties on one a ‘Duties § in Indifon 


3 S goods of theeCom?, 
import, which. shall be charged | in the East-Indies or other places under tiie: pany go'be debited 


government or. the said Company,-upon any goods, wares, or merchandize ,\o commerce ;. and —* 


‘of or ‘belonging to the said. Company, shall be charged in the books ics und 


‘of account of the said Company to the debit of the commercial branch A Peal ay be 

‘of. their affairs; and all such rates, customs, and duties, which shall be so toFial aaa ol 
be subject to. the 

‘charged upon any goods, wares, or merchandize, of or belonging to the said et oft te : 

‘Company, or which shall be received by the said Company in the East Indies Board ¥ 

or parts aforesaid, upon any: goods, wares, or merchandize of any private merchant, . 


trader, or other’ person, shall be placed inthe books of account of: the said Cowi- 


ue 


_ pany to ‘the credit ‘of the territorial revenues of the said Company ; and all such 


tates, customs, and duties, so placed to the credit ofthe territorial revenues ® 
of the said Company, shall be deemed and taken to be part of such territorial 
Tevenues, and shall be subject to the controul of the said Board. of Com- 


ii like manner, to alli intents and purposes, ‘as any other part of such 


‘territoria enues, 


am 


“And be it further enacted, That the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs cant to — cons 
of India shall, by force and virtue of this Act, have, and be invested topchatios et easy 


with full power and authority to. superintend, -direct, and controul, all-orders Patt Mirae 5 
and instructions whatsoever, which in anywise relate to -or concern the amount cept ‘sums issued in 
‘of appropriation to any investment, or other commercial purposes, of uny. part Pearhcscoo = 
of the revenues of the said territories or acquisitions, in the East Indies or accountof territorial 
‘parts. aforesaid, other than, except such sum as by this, Act is directed to be Fe sig India “4 
issued i in India, ‘for the purpose of making good from the dian revenues pay~ Commercial pure 
‘ments to be made at home‘on account of | ertitorial charges =or of .any monies — 

“arising from apy. Joan raised or to. be taised in, the East Todies, or. of any 


No. XU." ane acta securities 


ey 


* 


ote 


> 
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ae Ving Ce) Been, 
J a ee” ee Se PO - Be vie tao ‘ , eS abt 
: ae a oF to be issued by any of the Governinent of the'satd Come 
~ pany, in the! saine’matiner, to all intents and’ purposés;-and ‘under: and’ subject 


¥ 2540 aall'such ‘andthe like regulations and provisions, as if thé said “Orders oF int 
__-Structions immediately related to’and’ concérned: the civil or military ‘govertiment 
or revenues of ‘the ‘said territories or’ acquisitions} any thing’ in! the “said ‘first 
thee? festa Act of the thirty-third year of His present Majesty, or of -any-other 

“ask Act or Acts, to the contrary notwithstanding. A fas} ot ee 





Hein nat eik 


Court of Director And be “it further enatted,’ That the Court’ of Directors of the said 
Boned cbphe of all Company” shall, and they are hereby required, from ‘time ‘to time, to deliver 
Desi ae ‘to the’ said “Board, copies of ‘all’ minutes, Orders; résoltitions ‘and proceedings - 
ed, relating (o the “of ‘all’ Cotirts of Proprietors, ‘general’ or “special,” and” of all ‘Coutts’ of Die 
Ap Re AN rectors, within “eight days after the’ “holding “of “such® Courts’ respectively 
- to investments, and also ‘copies of’ ‘all letters, advices; and dispatches, which “sha}l “at® any 
: “ ‘timeor times’ be réceived bythe” said Court’ of “Directors, or? any’ “Coni- 
mittee of “Directors; from’ ‘the East-Indies,” or, from" any other ‘of ‘their 











x 





eS Settlements or factorié$ within the’ limits of ‘their Chatter, or from any of the » 
ss Servants of ‘the said°United Company stationed at Saint Helena, Bussora, Suez, 
P Aleppo, or ‘other parts beyond the seas, in anywise relating to’ or concerning 
" the appropriation ‘to “any investment, or other commercial ‘purposes, of “any 
eet ot part of the revenues of the’said tetfitories or acquisitions; or of any monies arisifig - 
* from any loan raised, ‘or to be raised in the East Indies, or of “aity” sectifities 
; issued or to be issued by any of the Governments of the said Company, imiie+ 
q Giately after the arrival and réceipt thereof. : ; 
fe : ig ot fi t64in AO eS tefl ers ce 35 iad ’ 
No Dispatches re- And “be “it farther enacted, That ‘io orderd of intedetidnS whatever, res 
i yee ee lating to the’ appropriation ‘to’ any investment or other “commercial «purpose 
E approved by the whatsoever, ‘of any part of the revenues of the’ said territories or ‘acquisitions 
: Seal in the East’ Tvidies,’or of any monies “arising from ‘any ‘loan’ raised or to” 
i. be raised in ‘the “East Tadies, “or of any securities ‘isstied ‘or to be issued 


ments of the said Company, shall ‘be at any time sent 
: he ‘governments or’ settlements in the East-Indies’ ‘by. the 
Court of Directors @F the said United Company, or by any Committee of the said 
ee ; 2 ‘ ‘Directors 





‘ * 
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tte Directors, until, the. same shall have been, stibmitted to the. considerati of and 
approved by; the said Board; and for that purpose, that.copies of all orders and 
instructions, which the,said Court of Directors,..or any Committee: of.the said Di- 

_ sectors, shall. propose. to be sent tothe East-Indies, shall be by them previously laid” ee 
before the said Board ; and that.after the receipt.of such proposed dispatches, the * ©” : 
said, Board shall, with all reasonable dispatch, not,exceeding.twomonths, return _ 
same to the said Court,of Directors, or.Committee of Directors, either with theig’ = pore 
approbation thereof, certified under the hand of the chief or assistant secretary © 
tothe said Board by the order of the said Board; orif the said:Bgard shall disapprove, .. er 
alter, ,orvary in. substance any: of such proposed orders, or instructions,. in every.” » 
such. case the said‘ Board shall give to the said Directors in writing, undet the hand . .. e 
of -the. chief ;or assistant..secretary of the said Board, by order of the.said + 
Board, their reasons:at;Jarge,in respect, thereof, together with their instructions to 
the said: Directors in relation thereto 5 and. that.the said Directors shall, and they 
are hereby required forthwith to dispatch and.send the letters, orders, and instrucs 
tions, in the form approved by the said Board, to the proper government or officers 
in the East. Indies, without further “delay, unless, on any representation 
made to. them, by. the said, Directors, the said Board shall order any alterations ; 
to. be, made. therein 5: and. that the said. Directors. shall, and they are hereby 
required.to pay obedience, to, and shall be governed and bound by such orders 

-and instructions as/they shall from time to, time receive from the ‘said Board. of 
Commissionets, touching..or concerning such. appropriation, according to. the 
tenor,and true intent of this Act. i 





And whereas it is provided by the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain Instead of being 


limited to fourteen 


of the thirty-third year,of His Majesty’s reign; that.copies of all orders and instruc: Gays, Board, to re- 


tions which the, Court of Directors, or.any Committee.of :the Court. of Directors turn proposed dis- 


of the said Company, shall propose, to.besent to India, shall be, by. them previously Tecenbe moma 


Jaid‘before the said Board, and that within the space of fourteen days after. the not exceeding two 
receipt of such, proposed dispatches, the said Board:shall return the same to the oe 
said Court of Directors, or Committee of Directors, in th nner, directed by cme 
the said Act; and whereas the said limitation of fourteen for, the return OF 53 Geo, If, ‘sit 

“*.. guch proposed dispatches. may be found inconvenient ; Be erefore enacteds < 
; ‘ F¢ That 
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That Sdimivel of the said’ Act of the thirty-third year of His pretent Majesty, ad 
require ch: proposed ‘dispatches’ to be returned by the said Board’ within 


fourteen days, shall be and the same is hereby repealed ; and that;/ffom and’after 


. 


* 


Proceedings ofthe - 


Boaru. may be * 
signed, either by the 


' Cilef or Avsiggnt 


Pecretary. 


hs the = with all arvrenagin sre not en two: diseaitir 


the’ passing “of this Act} “it! shall be™ sufficient for’ the ‘said Board’ ‘to - return’ 


“allsuch proposed dispatches’’to the “said° Court “of Directors, “or! Committee of 


the said Court of Directors, and’ the ‘said Boards: hereby required’ to zeturn 


And vibes it is regeheii by atie said® Act of the: Dat of Great 
Britain of \the'thirty*third» year ‘of His “Majesty's *reiginy “that various ‘proe 
eeedings ‘of 'the said) Board of Commissioners» should! ‘be “signed by’ the°chief 
sectetary to the said’ Beard; Be it enacted, That from’ and’ after the» passing of 


» this Acty‘all proceedings of the said’ Board; to’ which: the’ sigwature ‘of the gid 


Secret Committee *' 


of Directors aot to 
disclose dispatches 
sent from the Pre- 
sidencies, relative 
to war, peace, or 
negociations, untib 
authorized by the 
Board of Com- 
missioners, 


hd 


Secret Committee 
to take the follow~ 
ing instead of 
former oath ; 


chief’ seeretary is ‘now. by law required, may: ‘be’ signed either by sich ‘chief 
secretary or by’ the assistant secretary to the ae Board's aay _ matter ‘or thing 
- Othe contrary efor i : z iS SH OY Pag St ai 

wy f ra 
“And be iit further aliakted That fim wa shes ihe: passing” of this ‘Act; 
where! any of the Governments or Presidencies in the East Indigs or parts afores 
said, shall,) under! ‘the Provisions sf the said first-mentioned Act of| the’ thirty 


thirdeyear of “Hisopresent NS ssty,: addréss ‘any ‘dispatclies “to: the’! Seeret - 


Committee cof Directors of thé* said’ United? Company; “for “the. ‘inspection “of 
such Committee, the said Secret Committee of Directors’ shall ‘wot! disclose oF 
make known the contents of any such dispatches which’ relate’ to’ the’ levying 


"War, or the making’ of! Peace; or ‘treating’ or negociating “with any of the 


Native: Princes. or States of the’ East Indies; ‘or other parts within the’ limits *Of 
the said» Company’s: Charter, ‘until they ‘shall “beatithorized: nS the Board “of 


‘ seg for the coeds of ‘India'so' to'dov? Hh Vy 


canes a it: Seiki enacted, That «instead of ‘i Oath ‘by’ the said Aa of 
thé: : Parliament 4 teat Britain. of ‘the thirty-third year of! His present 
Majesty, requi be taken: by the several: Directors who shall from time-té 


time be appoin \ Secret inte they ‘shall-take an-Oath of the tenor. 
following ; that is to say, 






c], AR 


af 











ne 
= ~ . : 
% ery | 
ri 5 Ai Bie caiaeens ‘That E-will, -accotding@to” the pest paki ‘ 
opare and judgment; faithfully execute. the several Trusts wers 
= +9 §$neposed in: me. as. a;Member ofthe Secret Committee, appointed _ : 
Pst oer « by..the Court, of: Directors: of the: United Company of Merchants™ 


yo) sa of England: trading to the East Indies 5 I will'not disclose of make * 

Ht . known: any. of the Secret Orders) or Instructions which- shall be. -- “% 
* given, communicated, or transmitted to the: said, Committee by: the’ 
“ Commissioners for the Affairs of India, nor any Dispatehes com- 
*© municated or transmitted to the said.Committee:by,-any ‘of the 








of oe se Governments’ or Presidencies'in India, which relate*to the” Jevying 

sly war, ‘or’ the making peace, or treating’or negociating with any‘of og. 

as vt a the Native Princes or States of the East Indies, \or other parts -withia 

say oe) Sf the. limits of the said. Comparty’s Charter, ‘save'-only to- the. “other « 

Qi *. Members‘of the said Secret Committee, or to: the-person.or-persons 

Bis of) who. shall sbe: duly. :nominatedand.employed. in: transcribing or * 

re) “‘/preparing the same respectively, unless’ Ishall be authorized-by the © ‘ 


abet * said Commissingets to disclose: and make known the-same. 
Fier ala Tpectay Hank : nt a iff ee me GOD." # 
— me od 04 
And be it further enacted, That) the Secretary: of the said. Court: “of New oathof: 
ss Sissies or; the? Examiner of Indian: Correspondence, corany ‘other »person by persone aoe me 
‘employed: by the Secret Committee; in’ preparing ‘or transcribing -any secret ployed in preparing 
or transcribing 
dispatches, .orders+:or. instructions, required to be transmitted by them to secret Dispatches, 
India, under, the direction’ of the. said Act of the: Parliament»of Great: Britain either sent toon: 
rhs . a ‘ : e received from India. 

of, the. Thirty-third year of His Majesty’s reigmj or.any» secret ‘dispatches 

received from the, Governments, .or. Presidencies.‘in):the» East’. Indies’ ‘or parts 

aforesaid, shall, before.,they. respectively, enter upon that duty, take and: sub- 

scribe, before: any» of the! Members» ofthe. said. Secret Committee, an Oath:of 

Secrecy, as near unto the tenor and form of the Oath hereinbefore provided and 

directed to, be taken by» the Members of-thé said Seeret:Cummittec; as the case 


will admit, in’such manner as by the same: Actuof the 








present Majesty. i is ore in ee to the Oath thereby 4 d to be taken oes 
kitys oii cig sBiekos: out sheet) fees tee se ae BE. by + 
sat 








: (448) : 
v by persons employed-in-_preparing and tmorsibng secret digas inden te cs 
be sent to India, 41S ORBEA tinnn j 
Stee US 
Hod of this ae to. hh be it further enacted,. That, in the Oath prescribed. to: be sakea ~— 
Dior-Onte " the Directors of the said Company, after their-election,. by, the said-Act. ofthe 
instead of the Oath Parliament of Great Britain ofthe thirty-third year of His Majesty's ‘reign, the 
of the 33 Geo. HE 
®, 52, <year and title of this Act shall be inserted, instead of the year. and a the» 
said Act of the thirty-third of His Majesty’s.reign. 
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In cases of equa- ay whereas by ‘in Charter. of. Incorporation of the said, United: Costa 

bac Pye ge granted under the authority of an Act passed. in,the ninth,.and.tenth. year of the 

- Courts of Directors, reign of His late Majesty King William the Third, intituled$An Act for raising 

the questions not to 

be determined by ‘* a sum not exceeding-two millions, upon a fund for payment of annuities, after 7 

Dasctevewes] « the rate of eight Pounds per centum per.annum, and for settling the trade to 

‘ ose p. cases of “* the East Indies,” itis ordered and appointed, that invall cdses'where there,shall 

pags. ban bean equality or equal number-of .votes in, any. General Court, orjin any Court 

whichare still tobe of Directors to be holden as aforesaid; the matter:shall be detefmined by. lots, 

SN which the Treasurer forthe said Company shall cause to be prepared and drawn, ey 
: ". for that purpose : And whereas it is expedient, that Such mode Ofgdegision should 

be .no. longer.continued; Be it therefore efacted,)Ehat, from and» after the* 

. passing of this Act, no question in any such.. General. Court, or Court.of Direc... 
tors, shall.be carried otherwise than:by a majority.of. votes; andi in. all cases‘of 
an equality of votes. upon any question put in any such~Genetal- Courtior Court: 

* of Directors, such equality shall be deemed.and.taken to operate as a rejection of 
the,motion or proposition on which such. quéstion. shall have: been so putz 
Provided always, that nothing herein contained shallextend or be construed’ to 
extend .to cases.of election of any person to any office or place where there shall 
be more than one candidate for such office or place, but:that in all such «cases: 
where there shall be an equality of votes in favour of: any twoor more candidates, 
such election may- be determined. by lot, in:manner directed - the said charter; 


‘any thing herein, ed. to the — Seeing: 4 vip) Sah TF 
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3 caccteds That foéen and after she passing sf shicliaiad 
j the. 


Boatd may require And be it’ 








Bie the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, or any of the officers of thie Board of accounts, abstracts, 


‘ a of Fort sia George, or Bombay, or of Goyerng 


~other person, besides such chief secretary,’ be authorized to sign such orders and 33 Geo, III. ¢. 52. 
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“Commissioners forthe Affairs of India, by the order and authority f ‘thle said be prepared by 
Board, shall not-only have: free access to the books, papers, letters of correspon- ” Tee 
dence, evidences, and other records of the said Company, and be assisted in their 
geatches for the same, and furnished with copies or extracts, in the manner pre 
scribed by the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, of the thirty’ third 33 Geo, III.,c. 52 
year of “His Majesty's reign, ‘but shall and may call for and direct to be-prepared,. 
all such accounts, statements, and abstracts, relating to the affairs of the said 
Company, as the said Board shall think fit ; and the said Court‘of Directors shall, 
swith allreasonabie dispatch, cause to be prepared and transmitted to the said ; 
Board, all such accounts, Smale: and abstracts, as the —_ Board’ shall’so gy ~ 
eaeet to be prepared. : 


Dik i I a a a NR ht ti as 


OK 


And’ whereas by fhe said “Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, ‘ soft Proceedings at the 
‘asiep third: year of His’ Majesty’s reign, it is‘ enacted, ‘that the Several’ orders ene om 5 
and: proceedings of the Presidencies of Fort William, Fort Saint’George, and dency, by the prine 
Beets. should, previously to” their being “published and put in'execttion, be nee ——, ved 

signed by the chief secretary to the Cotinell of the Presidency, by’ the authority — a ee 
pe the Govorogy General i in’ Council,-oF ‘Governors in Council; as'the’ease MAY the Chief Secreé 


be; and. whereas. inconyenience may arise to the public service; unless ~somie tary. 


act S35, 


proceedings ; Beit therefore further enacted, ‘That all such orders and proceed- 
ings of the several governments and presidencies in the East’ Indies and parts 
aforesaid, shall or may; previously to their being published or put in execution,’ 
be signed, in manner aforesaid,’ either by the chief secretary to the government of 
the said presidency, or in the absence of-such chief secretary, by the principal 
secretary of the department of such presidency to which‘such orders sane proceeds 
ings ovis aby thing to the contrary notwithstanding. 


a ai RII 3 


oa: alibi BS 


sth ie? it further enacted, That from and after the 
all vacancies which shall happen in the’ office of Gov 
William, or. of Governor of either of the Company’s’ pr 


ssing of this’ Act, Vacancies of Go- 

vernots, and Com- 

eneral of Fort manders in Chief, 

ncies or ‘settle- id Se See up by. 

* he Court of, Direc= 

‘the forts and { tors, subject to Hig 
garrisons 
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alll 2 Seaton tele 
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act: Fi apptoba- garrisons oa Fort William, Fort Saint George, or Bombay; or of Cachet _& 


Not to affect the: - 
right of Directors _ 
to recall, 


‘Vacancies in India, 
‘with exceptions,not 


» ‘to besupplied by the 


Directors without 
the approbation of 
‘the Board, 


‘Provisions of 
63 Geo. Tlh-e. 523 
respecting the . -~ 
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chief of all the forces in India or of any’provincial Commundet-in-chief of the -  * 
forces there, shall be filled up and supplied by the’ Court. of Directors «of the 
said United Company ; subject nevertheless to°the approbation of His ‘Majesty, 
to be signified in writing under his royal sign manual, countersigned by” the 
Prasident of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India: Provided 
«alway, that nothing herein contained shall éxtend’or be construed to extend to 
take: away or affect the power of the said Court of Directors, fo remove or 
recall’any such Governor General, ‘Governor’ or* Commander-in-chief; but thé 
said Court shall and may, atvall times, have® fall liberty to remove, recall,” and 
dismiss any such Governor General, Governor or Commander-in-chief, at their 
will and pleasure, in the like manner as if this Act had not been made, 


*-And be it further enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act 
it shall not be lawful for the said: Court of Directors, either provisionally or other 
wise, to nominate or appoint any’ person to succeed to any office or employ- 
ment in the civil or military establishments of the said Company in the East 
Indies, or parts aforesaid, without the approbation® of the said’ Board of 
Commissioners, other than and except as aforesaid: Provided @lways,°’That _ 
nothing ‘herein contained ‘shall prevent or hinder the said Court of Directors ftom 
nominating or appoiating, absolutely or provisionally; such persong.as they may % 
think fit to the offices of Member df Council, General Officer onthe Staff, Advocate 
‘and Attorney General, Attorney at Law of: the said Company, or Chaplain, at the 
several presidencies or settlements, or to any offices or employments in the civil or » 


‘marine establishments of the said’) Company, which may be and usually have 


been’ supplied by persons not having been covenanted: servarits of the said 
Company, previously to their nominations or appointmentsfnor to prevent the - 
said Court of Directors from nominating or appointing - Writers, «Cadets, oF 
Assistant Surgeons, in cit manner as tity have hieterofore been wae oF ac- 


customed ‘to vay * ; ETS 
And whe strict adherence to the provisions contained in the said Act 
made in the thirty-third year of His present -Majesty’s reign, in’ respect’ tothe 
: 3 : filling 
¢ > 
> * 


in tale, 


# = &% 


|B bing up and ipohiag vacancies in the civil service of the said ‘Comipany, has periods of service 
* . Been found: impracticable, without detriment to the publie’service,, or. injury to HRcatiog: a 3 
the just clai a meritorious exertions’ of individuals: And «whereas a®modi- ofHest modifed se 
fication of the said Act has beenin part adopted by the Act of the forty-seventh than £1500 per an- 
of His present Majesty, relative. to the scholars educated at Hertford College ; oaae haat Veto: 
Be it theretore enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, any offices vice in Indias Places 
place, or employment, the salary and. perquisites whereof shall. exceed thé sum, Tek Rib tao etry 
of fifteen hundred pounds, maybe granted to and conferred. upon the. said seven yearss and | 
servants who shall have been actually resident in India in the: said Company’s Li sph icge dae | 
service for. the space,of four years-at the least in the whole, antecedent to such Gane tee pee 
vacancy 3 3 and if the salary, perquisites, and emoluments. of any office, plate, or em- : 
» ployment, shall. exceed the sum of three thousand pounds per annum, such 
office may be conferred upon any of the.said servants who shall have’ been 
actually. resident in India seven years at. least, in the whole ; and if the salary, a 
perquisites, and emoluments of any office, place, or employment, shall exceed > a 
four thosand pounds per annum, such office, including that of the Council, may 
be granted to or conferred upon any of the: said servatits who. shall have been 
actually resident in India in the Company’s service fur the space of ten yeas 
at fie least ig the whole. r “ 
he ~ And whereas by a.certain, Act, made in the fifty first year of His Maienty's $ Restoration of ser 
’ reign, intituled, ‘© An Act for making further provision for the payment. of ‘sa- ent pareatecs 
#. GE larigs,s ‘and. other charges in the Office of the Commissioners for the Affairs of or removed by the 
« India; and for enabling the East-India Company.to restore to the service of Soyo ents be 
« the’ said'Company, military officers removed therefrom by sentences of, Courts Valid without con- 
sent of the Board. 
« “Martial ; aud to authorize the said Company, in) cases of unforeseen emer- 5) Gag, UL: cv 75) ° 
‘ @ gency, to take up ships by private contract;” it was. declared and:enacted, ».4. 5. 
that it was lawfulgfor the Court of Directors. of the said United Company, to 
restore to the service of the said Company, any, military officer-who should have 
been or should be. dismissed or suspended therefrom by the sentence-of a Court 
Martial, provided that no such restoration should bein anyways valid or effectual, 
without the approbation ‘and consent of the Board of Cosfimissioners for the 
Affairs of India, for that purpose had, and obtained; And wh it is expedient 
that the restoration, by. the said Court of Directors, to the ‘service of the said 
© No. XIII G : Company, 


“ sd 
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Generals and Colo- 
nels and Lieutenant 
Colonels command- 
<ing regiments, may 
Seturn to India,after 
five years absencé, 
with consent of the 
Directors andthe 
Board though their 
absence’ may not 
have been occasi- 
ened by sickness, 
infitmity, or-inevir 
table accident, 


a 
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Company; of such of the said Company’s servants, civil and military, as shall of. 


be suspended bythe authority of any of the governments or: presidencies of the 
said. Company in India, and also that the restoration to their former stations. of 
officers, civil and military, removed by the like authority, should. ‘be. subject to 
the like approbation and consent of the said Board of Commissioners ; Be it 


therefore further enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act no.restora-— 


_tion by the said Court of Directors to the service of the said Company, of any 
servant of the said Company, civil or military, who shall have been suspended, by 


the authority of any of the said Company’s Governments, or Presidencies in the - 


East Indies or parts aforesaid, and no restoration by the said Court. of Directors 
to. his stition, office, or employment in the service of the said Company, of any 
officer of the said-Company, civil or military, who shall have been removed there- 
from by the like authority, shall be valid or effectual, without the approbation and 
consent of the said Board of Commissioners, for that purpose, first had and 
obtained. 


And whereas, by,the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain, of the 
thirty-third year of His Majesty’s reign, it is enacted, that no person who shall 
hold a military station in the service of the said Company, being under the rank 
of Commander in chief of the forces, and who having departed from India by 
leave of the Governor General in Council, or Governor in Council, shall not 
return to India within five years next after such departure, shall be entitled 
to any rank, or be capable of again serving in India, either in the European or 
Native,corps of troops, unless it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the said 
Court of Directors and the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs. of India, 
that such absence was occasioned by sickness or infirmity, or some inevitable 
accident : and whereas inconvenience to the military servi of the said Com. 
pany has been found to arise, in certain” cases, from the said provision ; Be it 
therefore enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the said Court of Direc- 
tors, with. the approbation of the said Board of Commissioners, to permit any 
military. officer, g.of the rank of a general officer or colonel commanding 
a. regiment, ee lieutenant colonel commandant of a regiment, who, having 
depatied from “India. with such leave as aforesaid, shall. not. have. returned to, 

Andia. 
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© Yadia‘within five years from the time of such’ departure, to have his rank and to 


“% 


-thirty-third year of His present Majesty’s reign, it is enacted, that all the 


Ge capable of again serving in India, although such absénce may not have been : =| 
occasioned by sickness or infirmity, or any inevitable accident ; any thing in the 3 
aid Act contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And be it further enacted, That when and as often as any person having Restored Civil 
held any civil station in India, in the service of the said Company, and having prtcedanes pee 
departed from India by leave of ‘the Governor General in Council, or Governor insto their semioriy 
in Council, ‘shall be restored to the said Company’s service, after an abseiiee of ei ea 
five years from the time of such departure, such person, from and after such India. 
restoration, shall take rank and precedence only according to the time he shall 
have passed in the service of the said Company at the period of his departure 
from India; and on his return to India, if any other civil servant or servants at 
the settlement to which he shall belong, shall have then passed a greater or the 
like length of time-in'the service of the said Company as the person so restored 
had passed when he left India, the person so restored. shall be placed and take 
rank immediately below such other civil servant or servants; any matter or thing * 
fo the contrary notwithstanding. a 


And whereas by the said Act of the Parliament of Great Britain ‘of the Servants of the 
Company may 

ga) x : 7 waive their right to 
civil ‘servants’ of the ‘said United Company in India, under the rank or degree precedence,in order 


of Member pf Council, shall have and be entitled to precedence in the service leet aria 
of the said Company at their respective stations, according to. the seniority of otber official esta- 
their appointment : And whereas the several Governments of the said Company ee 
are often prevented from appointing meritorious servants of the said Company to 
be Members of Cotirts, Boards, and other official establishments, where offices or 
employments are exercised by several servants of the said Company collectively, 
lest by such appointment one or more Members of such Court, Board, or other ‘ 
establishment should be’ superseded; Be it therefore enacted, That it shall 
and’ may be lawful for any Governor General or Governor ins@ouncil of the said 
Company, if he shall think proper, upon application in writing for that purpose by 
any civil servant of the said Company desirous of being appointed a Member of any 
G2 such 
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stich Court; Board, or other establishment, by special ofder, to direct that'such. oe : 
servant of the said Company, on being appointed to any. office or employmentin 
any such Court, Board, or other establishment, shall take precedence atorifi te | 
such Court, Board, or other establishment, according to the seniority ot his aps 4 
pointment as a Member of such Court, Board, or other establishment, although 
such civil servant, in respect of whom’such order shall’ be made, may thereby not 
take precedence at or-in such Court, Board; or other establishment, accordingtothé 
‘senjority of his appointment to the service of ‘the:said Company ; and sudh civil ; 
serva lthereupon take precedence at such Court, Board) or other establish : 


ment accordingly ; the: said- Act, or any other matter“or thing ‘to’ the contrary 
notwithstanding. ; 5 f f ¥ t 





© 


Payment for King’s“: ' (And whereas it is expedient, in the present circumstances; ‘that the number 
Gone He to. Of His *Majesty’s forces, for which payment should be made out of therevenues: ‘ 
exceed 20,000 arising: from ‘the British territories and possessions inthe Bast Indies; ‘should -be xe 
nien, unless greater : : 4 * £ : fl 
numbersent on ascertained and* fixed; Be it therefore enacted, That it ‘shall “not ‘be ‘lawfil 
their requisition, for the Commissioners'‘for the “Affairs of India, to. give’ or ‘approve orders ‘or 
directions, that there shall be paid, defrayed, and allowed, out-ofthe revenues Atle 
sing’from the said territories and possessions, in respect of His Majesty's forces sent * 
~ or to be-sent to the East Indies or parts aforesaid, forwie security of the said ‘terri- 
tories and possessions, any sum or sums of money in respect of any greater number * 
of His “Majesty’s forces, than shall amount in’ the whole ‘to twenty thousand 
men, including the Commissioned» and Non=commissioned Officers  unles: any | 
great@rSnumber of His Majesty’s forces. shall: be’sent' tothe East Indies OF parts 
aforesaid; onthe requisition ’of the said:Court of Directors; in which last ¢ase, ‘it 
shall-and: may be Jawful for the said’ Commissioners to give and” approve @tich 
orders and directions, ‘for paying, allowing and ‘defraying su¢l*sums'as ‘aforesaid, 
in respect to such additional forces’of His ‘Majesty, so tobe sent on the-requi 
of the said Company. are ae 


be 7k 

DiSBae * - Pea ster el toe os 
No Gratuity above And whetgas ‘by the said Act:of the Parliament of Great Britain of the thirty: a 
plier pee third year of Fis “present ‘Majesty, at: ‘was enacted,’ that no grant or resolution 

the Board. of the said Company, or their Court: of Directors,-to’be made after the ‘passing Of 
# i ; that 





“= “granted, whereby the funds of the said.Company might become chargeable with 


then sitting ; or ifmot,-within one month after their then next meeting, : 


x 





( 435 5) 
4 s “ : 
that Act, and during the continuance of their right in the exclusive trade thereby 93 Geo, IIT. ¢. 52, 


any new. sa ; or-increase of salary, or any new or additional establishment of 
officers or-servants, or any new pension or increase of pension, toany one person, 
exceeding two hundred pounds per annum, should be available in law, unless 
such grant or resolution should be approved and confirmed by the Board of Gom- 
imissioners for the Affairs of India, attested under the hand of the. President of 
the said Board: And whereas, for further protecting the funds of the ae 
pany, during the,continuance of the further term hereby granted to ‘the said: Com- 
pany; .it as expedient that the said Company should be put.under reasonable'limi- 
tations, in respect to the granting of gratuities ; Be it therefore further -enacted,. 
That from and after the passing of this Act it shall not be lawful for the»said 
Court of Directors to-charge the funds of ‘the said Company with the payment of 
any gratuity; toiany officer, civil or military, or other person,-exceeding the sum: 
of six: hundred pounds, unless the grant:or resolutioh for that purpose shall haye: 
been sanctioned by the Court of Proprietors, and approved and confirmed by the 
‘Board of Commissioners:for the Affairs of India; and that copies of all warrants: 
ot instruments granting any salary, pension owgratuity, shall be submittedto both: 
Housesof Parliament, within one month after-such-. grant, if Parliament shalt be: 





‘ \ x 


And_ whereas by.a .certain Act passed in the thirteenth year of His present 


Majesty’s reign, intituled, ‘an Act for establishing: certain: regulations «for-the- 


« better management of the Aiffairs-of :the:East India\Company, as wellaniindia 
6 asin Europe,” it is. enacted, that. :the salaries.of ‘the Governor General-and 
Gouncilof Fert. William, :and.of the Chief. Justice and Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal,. shall take place and commence, 
in respect to all such.persons who: shall. be resident in: Great Biitain at the: time 
Of their appointment, upon and from the day on which» such: persons: ‘shall 
embark from. Great. Britain.;, and that the salaries of all such persons who shall 


at the time of their appointment be resident in India, shall oe from and’ 


after their respectively: taking» upon: them: the execution: oft 


+ 


: it offices: and’ 
qwhereas by an Act passed:in the fortieth year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, 
a . « An. 


39 and 40 Geo, IU. 
Cc 


For repealing-parts: 
of Acts reapecitiy: 
the commencement! 
of certain salaries, 
and directing the 
commencement 
thereof, and for 
payment of passage 
money to certain 
Officers. 


13 Geo, III, ¢, 63; 
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« An Act fF @iablishing further regulations for the sebbbi of. the British - 
“ territories in India, and the better administration of justice within the same,” i. cid 

a similar provision is made in respect to. the salaries of the Chi Justice ang ss 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras: And BF ereas. by an = 
$7 Geo. Il. ¢. 142. Act passed in the thirty-seventh year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, An Act-- + 4 

“ for the better administration of justice at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, and 
“ for preventing British subjects from being concerned in loans to. the native 

ves Tait: in India,” a similar provision is mad@in-respect to the salary of thé 
Reco of the -Court of «Judicature at Bombay.:. And whereas. no. such _ : 
provision» has been made respecting the commencement of ‘the salaries .of 
the Governor or Council of Fort Saint. George, or of .the Governor ot 
Council of the town and island of Bombay, or of the Governor of Prince 

of Wales Island, or of the Recorder there: And whereas it is expedient that a g 
general and moderate provision should be made in respect of all the said offices, 4 

and of others who may happen to be inthe United Kingdom at:the: time: of ; 
their ‘appointments; Be it therefore further enacted, That so much ‘of the said Be 
: Acts of the thirteenth, thirty-seventh, and fortieth years of His Majesty’ s-reign, } 
- as rélates to the commenccsient of salaries, shall be, and the same is hereby a 
repealed: And that, fromsand after the passing of this Act, the’ salaries: of the 
-several officers hereinbefore mentioned shall commence. from and: after: their 
respectively taking upon them the execution of their offices; and thesaid'Court. 
of Directors'shall, and they are‘hereby required, to pay and advance: to “all-.and f 
singular the officers and persons ‘hereinafter mentioned, who shall be:resident ih 
~ » the United Kingdom at the time of their respective appointments,: forthe pur= 
pose of defraying the expenses of their equipments and voyage, such sums of = ~~ 
| Money as are set against the names of such officers and persons respectively; 
that is to say, oe i te 

To the Governor General of Fort 
William in Bengal -. .- - - oh 

To each of the Members.of Gospel 

there - =. aah 3 


To the Commie i in Chief o a! 
the Forces in aa, - = 


- Five thousand pounds 
One thousand two hundred ne 


Two:thousand five. amine soc 





Ze. Ee P  . = 
te 
Ps To the Chief J ustice of the set 


& Giger et Port Wilhaas 2 One thousand five hundred pounds: 


He a 


To each of the puisne Judges there iret a One thousand pounds ; 
To the Goyerhor of Fort SaintGeorge -  -  - Three thousand pounds: 
To each of the Members of Council there - - One thousand pounds: 
To the Commander in Chief there -" - = - Two thousand:pounds:: 
Scien pe ble oF be ef One thousand two:hundred pounds: 
To each of the puisne Judges fre - + ©= = One thousand’ punds 2 
; To the Governor of Bombay - - = Two thousand five riondredletas : 
To each of the Members of Council there-- - = - One thousand pounds: 
To the Commanderin Chief there -. — Ohe thousand five hundred pounds : 


To the Recorder there - - te soos +. One thousand pounds: 


To the Governor of Prince of WalesY _ Onc tioteand two buadied pounds : 
Island. - eri - . 


To the Recorder there + 0012) 8's oes - One thousand pounds: , 
: To the Bishop — - = es One thousand two hundred pounds: al 
To-each of the Archdeacons. = = - « «°» Five hundred pounds, ° 
¥ 


And whereas by an Act passed’in the fifty-first year of His Majesty’s reign, Additional Provi- 

fntituled,“ An. Act) for making. further provision: for the payment of salaries sng bs Bacear ations 
~ & and other'charges in the office of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, Board-of Controul.- 

«and for enabling the Bast India Company. to restore to the service of the 

« said’ Gompany military officers removed ’therefrom by sentence of courts mar- 

“ tial,.and to-authorize the said ‘Company, in cases of unforeseen emergeney, to - 

< take. up ships by private contract,” itis enacted; that the whole-of the salaries: 

to be paid to the Membegs of ‘the said Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 

of India, and to the secretaries and officers of the same, together with all other 

contingent charges and. expences of the said Board, to be: defrayed by the 

‘said United Company,.should not exceed the sum of twenty-two thousand. 

pounils in-any.one year :» And, whereas it’ is necessary, that: an addition should‘ 

be made to’ the said sum, for the purpose of further remunerating the services. ~ 


of. the secretaries and officers of the said Board: Be’ it theréfore enacted, That. 
s £ 4 $0.2" 
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: Lae cate, sg should have power to grant allowances, compensations, remunerations, or supers - 
«+ to the officers of annuatioms, to the secretaries and other officers of the. said- Board, under. the 
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so mutch of thi¢ssaid Act as limits the sum to be defrayed by the said Company bs 4 
on account ofthe said Board, to the sum of twenty-two thousand pounds in = 
any one year, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed; andsthat from and. _ 
after the passing of this Act, the sum to be defrayed by the sai Company, on *. 
account of the said Board, shall not exceed the sum of twenty-six thousand 
pounds in any one year; and that the same shall be deemed and taken. as part 
"of the political charges of the said Cones as arid tg ge, 


a ‘ Masi nigh . : 
His Majesty em- whereas sit is reasonable that His Majesty, his heirs or successors, 





Ce RUS 


aay - conditions hereinafter, provided ; Be it therefore enacted, ‘That it shall and may , 
be-Lful to and for His Majest » his heirs or successors, by any warrant or 
é 5 yesty, % Ay 
exe ‘warrants under his or their sign manual, countersigned by the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer for the time being, to grant or allow toany of the secretaries or officers 
for the time being belonging to the said Board, such allowances, compensations, 
remunerations, or superannuations, as His Majesty,. his heirs or successors, shall "i 
Prone under and subject nevertheless to such or the like conditions, — ~ 
and in’such or the like proportions, as allowances, compensations, remunerations, © 
or superannuations, nyay now be made to: public officers, by virthe*of an ‘Act 
passed in the fiftieth year of His present Majesty’s reign, intituled, “An Att. 
“ to direct that accounts of increase and diminution of public salaries, pensions, 
-““ and allowances, shall be apnually laid before-Parliament, and. to regulate and . 
f contfeul the granting and paying of such salaries, pensions and allowances” - j 
and that the same shall be paid and defrayed. quarterly by. the. said Company, 7 
» * and be deemed and taken-as part of their political charges, + itty 
Provided always, That. where: any officer or servant sof the said Board 
under the Company . . F; . : < : 
tobe taken into Shall have been ‘in the service of the said Company, previously to this employ- . 
orjaeetiad aces intent under the authority of the said Board, the time of such service-under the 
: * said Company «shall be taken into-account, in’ computing the number. of yeats a 
sefvice under the Said Board, (in Tysaitio armenia Pee am 


. 
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‘ nd ‘whereas it is’ reasonable that the said Court of Diredtors should have Court of Directors 





ie Sal empowered tograat 
+ power to grant allowances, in the nature of superannuations, to such of their saporaatadeeien 


4 officers and Sgtvants in England, as from age or infirmity may no longer -be Company's ser- 
senlifieg: @ execution of their several offices or employments; Be it pants eR 
therefore Phacted; That it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Court of 
Directors to make-allowances, compensations, remunerations, or superannuati@ns, 
~* » to the officers and servants of theéssaid’ Company in England; subject to the 
~ restrictions and according to the COnditions.and proportions following ; Ss sed 
say) Where it-shall be proved, to the satisfaction of the said Court of ctors, 
that any’suely officer or servaat, being under sixty years of age, shall be inca- 
pable, from infirmity of mind or body, to discharge the duties of His office, 
“in’such case, if he shall have served with diligence and fidelity in thes . 
of the said Company for ten years, it shall and may be lawful to init Me, . 
by way of “apefannuation, any annual sum not exceeding one-third of the salary 
and allowed'emoluments of his office : if above ten years and less than twenty, any 

bay such sum not exceeding one-half of such salary and allowed emoluments: ifabove —__ 
twehty years, any such sum’ not exceeding two-thirds of sich salary and allowed. at 
emoluments: if such officer or servant shall be above sixty years of age, | Ean 
shall have served fifteen years or upwards, it shall and may be lawful, without 
proof of infirmity of ‘mind or body, to grant him, by way of superannuation, any 

+ -annual.sum not exceeding two-thirds of the salary and allowed emolumens of his” 

f office : if sixty-five years of age or upwards, and he shall have served forty years 
or upwards, “any such sum not exceeding three-fourths of such salary and allowed _ 
emoluments: if sixty-five years of age or upwards, and he shall have ser fty- 
years or upwards, any such sum not' exceeding the whole of such salary and allow- 
ed emoluments ? All which allowances so to be made, shall be charged in the books‘ | 

sof account of the said Company to the debit of that branch of the Company’s 
affairs to which-the said officers or servants may respectively belong; any thing 
in ‘the’ said Act of the taieey-teere year of cde Majesty’ : Seige to the contrary 


oe go eet : » 





# 


Provided asic and bé it further enacted, That an” account of all hiccctl of Supers 
aanuations to be 


sitowreices compensations, remunerations, and superannuations, which shall be 1.34 before Parla SS 
“No. XII, H f granted, : 
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ment in. the next 
Session, 


Not to prejudice the 
King’s sovereignty 

or affect the rights 
of the Company, . “ 


The Governments 
in India empowered 
to. make Laws, 
Regulations and 
Articles of War, for 
the Native Troops ; 
and to hold Courts 
Martial, 


meeting thereof. 
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granted, eithemito the officers or servants of the said Board of Commissioners,: x. 


or to the officers or servants of the said Company, a& aforesaid, during the 
preceding year, shall be laid before Parliament within fifteen “ovager the next 
a sgt : 

» Proyided-always, and be it further enacted, That nothing in this Act cone 
tained, shall extend, or be construed to extend, to prejudice or affect the 
un d sovereignty of the Crown of the Cited Kingdom of Great. Britain 
and Ireland, in and over the said territorial acquisitions ; nor.to preclude the said 
United Company, after the determination of the term hereby granted, from the 
enjoyment of, or claim to any rights, franchises, or immunities, which they now 
haxgger to which they may hereafter be entitled, , : 


And whereas doubts have been entertained whether the several Go- 


vernments of the said Company have sufficient power in all cases to:make laws.” 


and regulations and articles of war, for the order and discipline of officers and 
soldiers, being natives of the East Indies, or other. places within the limits of 
the Said Company's Charter, in the service of the said Company, and for the, 


adntiffistration of justice by courts martial to be holden. upon such officers and 
soldiers ; and it is expedient that such doubts should. be removed: Be it there- 


fore enacted and declared, That the several Governments of Fort William, Fort... 


Saint George, and Bombay, have and'shall, during the continuance of the term 
hereby granted to the said Company, be deemed and taken to have full power 
and authority to make all such laws and regulations and articles of war, as they 


may think fit, for the order and discipline of all officers and. soldiers, natives. of. 
the Hast Indies, or other places within the limits of the said Company’s Charter, . 


in. their respective services, and for the administration of justice by courts 
martial to be holden on such native officers and soldiers, and for the constitution 


and manner of proceeding of such courts martial, and for all other purposes. 


relating to or in any manner concerning such native officers and soldiers, in.as 
full and ample a manner as the said Governments respectively may make any ed 
Jaws of regulation’ for the government of the natives of the several territories 


subject to the said presidencies. Tespectively, any» Act of Parliament or other - 


matter 
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Y Mca or thing to the contrary notwithstanding : Provided Wirays, that all 
= Jaws, regulations, and articles of war, hereafter to be made fespecting any of j 
© ‘the matters or ésaidy whereby the rights persons or property of ‘any such native 
, ‘officers @r soldiers may be affected, shall be made and promulgated, in every 
respect, in the same manner as other regulations affecting the rights, persons, or 
‘property of natives or other individuals amenable to the provincial courts of*the 
presidency of Fort William in Bengal, are directed to be made, by virtue of an 
‘Act passed ‘in the thirty-seventh ‘year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, «Am Act ; 
«© for the better administration of justice at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, and ‘ % 
“ for preventing British subjects from being concerned. in loans to the native i 





* princes in India.” | 
And be it further enacted and declared, that all laws, regulations, and Former Laws, Ar. 
“articles of war, heretofore made by any of the said Governments, respecting the siebllshed Coe 
said native officers and soldiers, or the administration of justice by courts especting Native 
martial to be holden upon them, or the constitution or proceeding of such courts Trees oaeaes 
martial, or in any manner respecting the government, order, or discipline of such 
“native officers or soldiers, and also all established usages acted upon by such 
governments, respecting any of the matters aforesaid, although the same may 
_ not have originated in any written law or regulation thereof, were, and that such of 
the said laws, regulations, articles of war, and established usages as are now 
subsisting, are, and until altered or repealed by the said Governments respec~ 
tively, shall be, to all intents and purposes, valid ; and that all courts: martial 
holden according to such laws, regulations, or articles of war, or aE ca 
usages, and all proceedings of the same respectively, and all other acts or pro- 
» ceedings done or had under such laws, regulations, articles of war, or esta- 
blished usages, are hereby ratified and confirmed and declared to be valid, and 
to have beén legally had and done so far as the same respectively were and are 
conformable to such laws, regulations, articles of war, and established usages, 


x 


. 


“And whereas it is expedient that the Governments ,of* the said Com- Governor - General . 
, nati ete 3 2 . 3,2 and Governors .i 3] 
pany established at Fort William, Fort Saint George, Bombay, and Prince of Council at Fort ats 


‘Wales Island respectively, should have authority to impose duties. and William, Madras, 
: H 2 taxes, 
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d ied within the several towns of Calcutta. and: Madras, the tovensghe 27 
: ee an oe and Island ‘of; Bombay, and. Prince of Wales: Island,” “ind also. duties and ee 
bs ied Lioa of. i we to be paid by persons subject to the jurisdictions ofajpe ee Court of ©: 
Taxes, on places “Judicature at Fort William. in Bengal, the Supreme Court. of be, at p 
pes arene Madras, the Court of the Recorder of Bombay, and the Court of Judicature 
the Courts esta- at Prince of Wales Island. respectively ;. Be it therefore enacted, That 
Rees coer it shall. and may be Jawful, to and for the Governor Géneral in Council of 
those places; in the Fort@William in Bengal, and to and for the Weixernos in Council of Fort Saint 
paced pichiout nich George, and to and for the Governor in Council of Bombay, and to and for 
Jurisdiction : the Goyernor in Council of Prince of Wales Island, within the respective 
: Presidencies of Fort William, Fort Saint George, Bombay, and Prince of 
Wales. Island, to impose all such duties of customs and. other taxes, to be 
levied, raised, and paid within the sid towns of Calcutta and Madras, the said 
town and island of Bombay, and Prince of Wales Island, and upon and by 
all persons whomsoever, resident or being therein respectively, and in respect 
of all goods, wares, merchandizes, commodities, and property whatsoever also 
i being therein respectively ; and also upon and by all persons whomsoever,.'whe- 
ther British born or foreigners, resident or being in any country or place within. 
the authority of the said Governments respectively; and in-respect of all goods, 
wares, merchandizes, commodities; and property whatsoever, being in any such 
country or place, in as full, large, and ample manner, as such Governor, General - 
in Council or Governors in Council respectively may now lawfully impose ‘any 
duties or taxes to be levied, raised, or paid, upon or by any persons whomsoever, 
or in aay place whatsoever, within the authority of the said Governments respec- 
= such_Duty or tively; Provided always, That no imposition of any such duty or tax, or any: 
tetas focus ot increase of such duty or tax, within the said towns of Calcutta or Madras, the 
hang eok Walet Is" said town and island of Bombay, or Prince of Wales’ Isiand, shall be valid 
sanctioned by the or effectual, until the same shall have been sanctioned by the said Court of Dis 
baal sey pes rectors with the approbation of the said Board of Commissioners, in. manner 
Board, . herein-before prescribed, respecting’ duties and taxes of export, import, and — 
transit on goods, wares, or merchandize. ear oe 


and Bombay and. taxes,.to: be. 


+ 





Governor General -And be it farther enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
‘and Governors iz i oR E ; E i <4 et for 
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: ieefor such Governor & eneral in Council, and Governors io Cbuncit respec. Council may make: ; 
laws and regulations 
Py mete to make la nd regulations respecting such. duties and taxes, and to respen fig sacha 2 a 
“® — impose. fing P penalties and forfeitures, for the non- -payment of such du pr ties and taxes, and 
ong taxes,,onfor t 1 breach of such laws or regulations, in as full and ample n nace ries aad 





‘forfeitures for note 

k as such Governor General in Council, or Governors in «Council réspectively, payment thereof, 

may. now lawfully make any other laws or regulations, or impose any other 

fines, penalties, or forfeitures whatsoever; and all such laws and regulations 

shall be taken notice of. withdot being specially pleaded, as well gia 

| Supreme Courts and Recorder’s Court, and Court of Judicature at Prince of paar as e| 
{ ~Wales Island respectively, as in all other Courts whatsoever, within the said : 

i British territories: And that it shall and may be lawful for all persons whom- . we 
soever, to prefer, prosecute, and maintain, in the same Supreme Courts and 
Recorder’s Court and Court of J udicaturé®at Prince of Wales Island respec- e 
tively, all manner of indictments, informations and suits whatsoever, for : 

‘ enforcing such laws and regulations, or for any matter or thing whatsoevr arising 

“ee out of the same; any Act, Charter, usage, or other ihy, to the contrary not- 

re -withstanding. 

* ; : ri 

4 _ «And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Advocate Genera 

& Advocate General, or other principal law officer of the said Company, at the torastien ted _ 

3 - several Presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George, Bombay, and Prince King’s Courts, in 

of Wales Island, to exhibit, in behalf of the said Company, to the Supreme Courts pan i Pr ia 
of Judicature at Fort William and Madras, Recorder’s Court at Bombay, and oe 
: Court of Judicature at Prince of Wales Island, as occasion shall requireysagainst 
any person or persons whomsoever, subject to the jurisdiction of the said’ several 
Courts respectively, any information or informations for any breach or breaches. 
_ of the revenue laws, or regulations of any of the said Governments, or for any fine. ‘ 
es or fines, penalty or penalties, forfeiture or forfeitures, debt or debts, or sum or 

i ‘sums.of money, committed, incarred or due by any such person or persons, in 

& respect of any such law or regulations ; and such. proceedings shall be had° and 

i xpos. every such information as may, Jawfully be had or taken, in case ‘of'an 
tmation filed by His Majesty’s Attorney General in the Court of Exchequer 

» in England, for any offence committed against the revenue laws of England, or 

ee for. 
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for any fines Baty, forfeiture, debt, or sum“of money dug in respect thereof ; me . 
far as the cin tances of the case, and the course and pi e of. roceeding in oe 





a courts respectifaly, will admit: And all: finess@penaltie forfeitures, 


and sums of money, Srecovered or levied under or by virtue ofgany such 
information so to be exhibited as’ aforesaid, shall belong to the said* United 
Company, and the same, or the proceeds thereof, shall’be garried in their books 
of agent to the credit of the territorial revenues of the said’ Company, 
a, ; : 
Provision for sum- And whereas it is expedient that provision should be made for empower-~ 
Mary .conviction ing the several Governments of the said'Company in India, to restrain, by sum- 


- and punishment of So ee 3 as : < 3 
British subjects mary convictions, British subj@cts residing in India without licence: or certifi. » 


nd Be il or cate, or beyond the terms of such licence or certificate, in cases where’ such ~ 
exceéding the terms governments may not deem it advisable to exercise the powers vested in them 
of their licence, > “ 5 eae 
of prosecuting such persons for a misdemeanor, or sending them to the United 
Kingdom; Be it therefore enactéd, That upon information being exhibited by 
the Advocate General, or other priricipal law officer of the said Company, at any 
of their presidencies, in the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, *the 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras, the Recorder’s Court at Bombay, or 
the Court of Judicature at Prince of Wales Island, that any such subject of His 
Majesty has been found in any part or place of the Hast Indies, or parts aforé- 
said, to which the jurisdiction of the court in which such information may ‘be~ 
filed extends, without being duly licensed or otherwise authorized for that pur 
posep.it-shall and may be lawfal for the court in which such information may be © 
filed, to cause such person to be arrested and brought before’ such court} and 
upon proof being duly made before such court, of the substance of the: matter 
Me. in the said information, ‘such person shall be required to produce, or prove; 

e licence or other authority under which he came to, and resides in, the East « 
Indies, and under which he resorted to, or was remaining, or found:at'the place 
Penalty, where he shill ‘be ‘proved to have been ; and in case he shall fail-to- produce or 

prove any such licence or wathority or duly to-account for the non:production 
or want of proof thereof, or if upon production or proof thereof it shall-appe 

the said court, that the residence of such person in- the -East Indies, or his” 
sorting to, or remaining in the place where he“shall”-be proved: to: have "been, 

i ae “was 
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Fez a not within the trugintent and meaning of such licence or Ps a it shall! 
~~ and may be lawful for'such court, in a summary way, to conviét such offender. 
of having” foundn such a day, at such a placeg within the Hast Indi 
parts aforesaid, without being duly licensed or otherwi8e authorised for that p Bsc, 
and to order such offender ‘to ‘pay such fine, not exceeding two thousand 
rupees, as the said court shall think fit, and also to commit such offender to the gaol 
of the presidency to which such egurt shall belong, for a. period:not. ex ing 
two: months, unless such fine shall be sooner ‘paid ; 3and in case such* person. 
shall a-second time be convicted of a like offence, either before the same or any 
other court, it shall and'may be lawful for such court before which such person 
shall be so convicted a second time, to order such: Offender to pay such fine, not 
exceeding four thousand. rupees, as. the'said court shall. think fit, and also’ to: 
commit such: offender to the gaol of the presidency to which such court shall 
belong, for a period not exceeding four ine unless: such fine shall be: 
sooner Rr eee 





* Provided always, That nothing herein: contained’ shall extend, or be Con- Not to prevent such 
strued to extend, to.repeal, alter, or annul, any enactment or provision contained frase bine a: 
in“any forther Act or Acts, whereby any person so being found in the Fast cuted for misde- 
f°. Indies or parts aforesaid, without’ having a licence or other authority for. that iebiey bea 
ER “purpose,: is or may be subjected to.a prosecution for a misdemeanor, or whereby. 

é : = person is or may be liable to-be sent to the United Kingdom. 


© Provided nevertheless, That no person who shall have been convicted as But nobiye account 
aforesaid, shall be liable to be prosecuted for a misdemeanor, or sent to the United ee baer aig 
Kingdom, in respect of any residence in the East Indies or parts aforesaid, pre- viction, 


ary to the date of such conviction, 


F ash 


And for preventing any delay of justice, or tlie unnecessary detention of persons King’s Courts re= 
charged with offences; Be it further enacted, That all His Majesty’s Courts ex: Sesiiey foot tices 

sing criminal jurisdiction within the said’ several Presidencies of the said Gom- in-every year, for 
pany, shall, and they are hereby required, four times at the least: in -every heed 


offences,: 
year, on such days, and at such convenient intervals of time, as the judges of. 
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d their Sessions, for thespitcpoinda % 

ce of all matters relating to: pleas of thé’ Grown. + Ga € 


3 ie. ees HRS eta PL 
te op é . een great Pe Bvience and expense have hitherto ee 
tish subjects more in cases of prosecution under the authority of theeAdvocate General “or: other 
fysote ndved _ principal Law Officer of the said Company at their several Presidencies of Fort “ 
dency, informa- Wi , Fort'Saint George, and Bombay respectively, for’ misdemeanors coms 
tions may be filed ©. y +3 . > y . esti at. 

- ex officio, and pro- Mitte’ at a distance from the said several Presidencies, ‘by the ordinary course of 
: pia Nl indictment, or information filed with leave of the Court; Be it therefore enacted, 
im England. That it shall and may be lawful for the Advocate General, or other principal Law 
» Officer of the said Company at their several Presidencies, in all cases of misde- 

meanor alleged to have been committed by any British subject at a distance of: more. 

than one hundred miles from the Pr sidency within the limits whereof such of- 

fence shall be alleged to have been committed, to file an information ex officio in® 

. ‘the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, the Supreme Court of Judicas 

ture at’ Madras, or the Recorder's Court at Bombay, as the case may be and all tee 

such proceedings shall and may be used and had upon such information as may <4 

lawfully be used and had in cases of information filed ex officio by His Majesty’s. 

Attorney General in His Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench in England; any. 


matter.or thing to the contrary notwithstanding. : 
he -4 4 et 
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bbc, sakes in And whereas it maybe doubtful, whether the Governor General of Fort 

license, may be sent Wil ip Bengal, or other petsons authorized to take, arrest, and seize such “» |» a 

home withogibeiPs persons as may be found within the East-Indies, and other limits of the said Com- 
Charter, without licence or other lawful authority for that purpose, have 


cuted, pany’s 
powér to remit or send any such person or persons to the said United Kingdom, . 
except for the purpose of being prosecuted for a misdemeanor: And whereas it , 
may besufficient in many cases to remit andsend such persons to the United King- © 
.dom, without subjecting them to further punishment ; Be it enacted, That it shall * 
and may be lawful for the said Governor General, or in his absence from his. 
government, the Vice-president, the Governor of any of the said C —_ 
pany’s Presidencies, the chief officer of the said Company resident a” | 
British settlement in the East Indies or parts aforesaid, the ‘Company's Coun- pies | 
S . =e A) cil | 
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¥ bs of Supracargoes at the town"and factory of Canton, within t id town and 
'% ‘ factory, and upon t r of Canton, or other part of the co hina, and 
i such other persons asygnay be from time to time especially-deputed and auth ¢ 


for thatypurpose by ‘the Court of Directors. of thé® said United Comp 
| take, arrést, seize, and cause-to be taken, arrested, and seized, at an 
Ee" or places within the. East Indies or parts aforesaid, and to remit and send 
to the United Kingdom, on board any ship or ships of or belonging ap in 


' 


i 


the service of the said Compan, bound to the’ United Kingdom, all@such © 
persons so being found at any such place or places in the East Indies or parts 
aforesaid, without license or other lawful authority for that purpose ; and the 
masters or other persons having the command of all such ships shall, and they are 
hereby authorized and required to réceive and safely and securely to keep all 
and every suchpersofiand persons who shall Be sent on board any ship or ships for the 
"purpose aforesaid, until such person or persons shall be Janded in some port or ports 
j of the United Kingdom: Provided always, That every person who shall be so 
a ‘put.on board any such ship for the purpose aforesaid, shall be entitled to be dis- 
charged in such port of the United Kingdom, in which such ship shall be 


ie moored ’in safety, as such person shall think fit. ‘ 
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~* “And whereas His Majesty's British subjects resident in the British territories Justices of Peace in 
©» fn India, without the towns of Calcutta, Madras, and the town and island of Bom- Ce eect ie 
bay, are how, by law, subject only to the jurisdiction of His Majesty’s courts at case of assault and 
n . . _ trespass committed 
Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay respectively, and are exempted from the juris- by British: subjects 
diction of the courts established by the said United Company within sithe® said ata Aarives: od 
territories, to which all other-persons, whether natives or others, inhabitants in & 
the said territories, without the limits of the towns aforesaid, are amenable: And 
“ whereas it is expedient to provide more effectual redress for the native inhabitants 
- @* © of the. said territories, as well in the case of assault, forcible entry, or other 
*. injury, accompanied with force, which may be committed by British subjects 
J at a distance from the places where His Majesty’s courts are established, as in case 
et of, civil controversies with such British subjects; Be it therefore enacted, That 
f *: and may be lawful for any native of India, resident in the East Indies, 
or parts aforesaid, an without the said towns, in case of any assault, forcible 
No, XU ; I entry 
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Copy of conviction 
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be sent to the 
government, 
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Fines to be paid to 
the magistrate ; 


Application thereof, 
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on or property by a British subjecty" 


a forcible entry, % ther injury accompanied with ‘fore 
ae; to the eget the zillah or district, ieeth 
shall be resident, or in which such offence shall have been committed ; 
and that such magistrate shall have power and authority,"at the instance of 
theiliperson so complaining, to take ea of such» complaint, to. hear 
Pp , to examine witnesses, and, having ta in writing the substance of the 
complaint, defence, and evidence, to acquit or convict the person accused ; and 
in case of conviction, to inflict upon such person a suitable punishment by fine, 
not exceeding five hundred rupees, to be levied in case of non payment- by 
warrant under the hand of the said magistrate, and upon any property of the 
party so convicted, which may be ind within the said distfict ; and if no such 
property shall be found within the said district, then it shall be lawful for the 
said magistrate, by warrant also under his hand, to commit such offender to some 
place of confinement within the said zillah or district, which in the judgment of 
the said magistrate shall be fit for receiving such offender; or if there shall be>no 
fit place of confinement, then to the gaol of the Presidency, to remain there for 
a period not exceeding two months, unless such fine shall be sooner paid; and 
it shall be lawful for the said magistrate to award the whole or any portion of such 
fine to the party aggrieved, by way of satisfaction for such injury: Provided. 
always, That in all cases of conviction of a British subject, under the provision 
herein-before contained, the magistrate before whom such conviction shall take 
place, Shall forthwith transmit copies of such conviction, and of all depositions and 
other proceedings relative thereto, to the Government to which the place wherein 
the offence was committed is or shall be subordinate: Provided also, That all such. 
fines shall be paid, in the first instance, to the magistrate before whom the party 
offending shall be_convicted, and the amount thereof, after making such satis- 
faction to the party aggrieved, as aforesaid, if any, shall be transmitted by such 
magistrate to the clerk of the crown, or other officer to whom it belongs to 
receive fines in His Majesty’s Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol pee 
the province within which the offence shall have been committed ; and such S 
shall and may be disposed of in the same manner as other fines imposed by such 
court 





injury accompanied with forc®, 2 have been done Me 
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contained shall extend or be co; 


© ject may be amenable. 
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court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery : Provided also, THat all such con- Convictions re- 
vate tits : : ss . tio~ 
-wictions shall and e removable by writ of certiorari into™# id Court of rar and fakgece 
Oyer an minersand Gaol Delivery respectively, aim the sa manne and sland of 





3 . III. c. 52, 
ime ter d conditions, and shall eeded upon in tl oe e 


manner, in every respect, as is directed in the said’ ct of the thirty-third year of 
His Majesty's rei%h, with regard to other convictions before justices of peace in 
the British settlements or territories in India: Provided also, That nothin rein 

sca to extend to prevent such magistr: rom 
committing or holding to bail any British subject, charged with any such Offence 
before him, in the same manner as such British subject might have been committed 


or holden to bail if this Act had not been passed, where the offerfce charged 


shall appear to such magistrate, to be of so aggravated a nature as to_be a fit 
subject for prosecution in any of His Mali’ Courts to which such British sub- 


And be it further enacted That in all cases of debt, not exceeding the sum of Justices of thePeace 
to have jurisdiction, 


fifty rupees, alleged to be due from any British subjects to any native of jn cases of small 


India resident in the East Indies or parts aforesaid, and without the jurisdiction of debts due to natives 
from British subs 


the several Courts of Request established at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay jects, 
respectively, it shall and may be lawful for the magistrate of the zillahvor district 


-where such British subject shall be resident, or in which such debt shall have been 


contracted, to take cognizance of all such debts, and to examine witnesses upon 

oath, and ina summary way to decide. between the parties, which decision shall 

be final and conclusive to all intents and purposes ; and in all cases where®any such 
debt shall be found to be due from any British subject to any such native of > 
India, the amount thereof shall and may be levied in the same manner, and 


.subject to the same regulations and provisions, in respect to the commitment of 
‘the debtor, as are hereinbefore made and provided in respect.to the levying of 
dines in case of the conyiction of a British subject before such magistrate. 


‘And be it further enacted, That all British subjects of His Majesty, as well British subjects re= 
ie servants of the said United Company as others, who shall reside, or shall carry siding or trading or 
12 on 
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Pecapying immove: of trade ore business, or shall be in the otcupation or possession of any: 
Peers tke Pree immoveable property in any part of the British territorie ndia ats distance 


sidencies, to be sub- of, unore than ten miles ff Fort Saint 


, he several Presidencies of Foie: Willi 
ject to the local 5 : + . Son 
civil judicature, George, and Bombay res fely, shall be subject to the jurisdiction ¢ 
which now have, or hereafté® may have cognizance of: civil suits, or ma‘téeys of 
revenue, either originally or by way of appeal, within the distlets or places where 
suchijByitish subjects shall so reside, or carry trade or business, or posséés or 
occ! mmoveable property, in all actions, am proceedings of a civil nature, 
and in all matters of revenue (except as hereinafter excepted,) in the like manner 

as natives of India, and other persons not British subjects, are now Jiable to the ¢ 
? jurisdiction of such Courts by and under the regulations of the several Govern~ 
Restrictions as to Ments of Fort William, Fort Saint rge, and Bombay respectively: Provided’ 
bad Acad — the 2¥ays, That no British subject sniibe liable to be. sued in any such Court’in 
local judicatures, respect of residence, unless he shall have his residence within the jurisdiction 
thereof at the time of commencing the action or proceeding against him; or that’ 
the cause of suit shall have arisen within the jurisdiction of the said Court, and: 
. the suit shall be commenced within. two years after the: cause ‘thereof ‘shall have 
arisen, and also -within six months after the defendant shall have ceased to 
-reside within such jurisdiction; nor shall any British subject be liable to be sued 
in any such Court in respect of his carrying on trade or business within the 
jurisdiction thereof, unless the cause of suit shall have arisen within. such juris~ 
diction, and shall relate to the trade or business'so carried on; nor to be sued’in- 
respect of any immoveable property possessed or occupied by him, ‘unless such 

af property shall be situated within the jurisdiction, of the Court in which he shall . 
be so sued, and such suit shall be brought to recover the possession or occupation’ 
of such property, or for rent, or other demand arising out of the* possession or! 
Where an Appeal occupation of such property by such British subject : Provided also, ‘That where, 
is >t by the laws or regulations in force, or héreafter to ‘be in force, within ‘the’ pros 
Adawlut, or Local Vinces respectively subject to the Governments of Fort Willram, Fort'St. George; 
y byes bn dio Shb- and Bombay aforesaid, it would be competent toa party to any final judgmentor* 

His: Majesty's decree. of any subordinate civil or revenue Court of Judicature, to appeal th 

= from to the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or other Court however ‘denominated, e . 
~-ercising within those provinces respectively the highest appellate jvrisdiction in civil® 
suits, 
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suitspit shall: be competentto British subjects of His Majesty, in 
Ovisions of this Act, instead of appealing t 


er! 
other Court so exercising t 
oe to the Supreme Court 
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icature at Fort Wi 
bay, according as the Euit 


‘as 
iis comffienced 
9 the,said Sudder 
highest appellate ve 
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or Fort St. George, or the Recorder’s Court at 
may have “been Wromenced i in the provinces subordinate to either of the said: - 
Presidencies ; and such Court shal] have the same powers, as to suspending or al- 
lowing Pricion of the inde or decree appealed against, and as oe 
security for costs, of for the: per' ormance of the decree or judgment of said 
Es “subordinate courts, as the said Sudder Dewanny Adawlut or other such Court as: 
aforesaid would have had. and shail also make rules of practice for the conduct 
E ‘of the said appeals, in. all-other respectsgconforming in: substance and effect as : 
} nearly, as possible to the course of poser the said:Sudder Dewanny Adaw- . 
i, ‘Jut, or sother such Court .as: aforesaid: in Cases of appeal :.. Provided also,. That’ Not to.bar the?» ; 
nothing hereinicontained’shal! extend, or be construed to-extend, to take away the Apa cring abe 
. Gurisdiction. of the” said: Supreme Courts. of Judicature at Fort: William. and 
/ Madras, or the said’ Recorder’s Court’ at Bombay respectively ; but that all The Plaintiff may? 
be persons-having cause of action against any British subject may, at their election, ely id 
insteadof: suing in:such: provincial courts as hereinbefore provided, commence 
he and prosecute. their said'suits.in;the said Supreme Courts of Judicature, and the ; 
Jsaid'Recorder’s. Court respectively, in: the same manner:as before the passing of 
i this. Acti: Provided. also,, that nothing: herein: contained,” shall extend, or be‘ 
construed to-extend, to authorize the holding or occupying of any land or other 
_ immoveable: property, beyond the limits-of the said several presidencies, by any ’ 
British subject-of His Majesty,. otherwise than. under and. according to the per-- =e. 
mission of the’governments' of the said presidencies... 
» % . 
a : And be it;further enacted; That eyery British'subject of His Majesty, not hier dura ald- 
| in the service of His said Majesty, or. of the said United Company, who more than ten 
Big Pa: the tenth. day of April, One thousand: eight hundred and fourteen, hone ripe 
ll go to‘and reside in any part of the British territories in India; distant more cure and register 
tlfan ten miles from the Presidency to:which the same shall be subordinate, cae a — 
‘with.the permission of. the Government: of such: Presidency; -or- who: “shall, after Court of the Dite-: 
a ; gees 
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“the Ba days“change his residence from one: part thereof, to another, distant as 
aforesaid, with such permission, shall procure from the 4 of 
* "@gvernment, or other oficegauthorized for that purpose, a 
? said Chief Secretary or off flicer, expressing that such 
permission of such Go ent to reside at+such place, specifying the same, 
and expressing also whether such permission has been rantellBuring she pleasure 


of such Government,. or for any limited time; and the said certifitate shall be 
depééited by such British subject.in the cape of the district in which he 
shall so go to reside, within one month after his taking up. his residence there, 
and shall be kept among the records of the said Court, of which certificate so deposit. 
ted,atruécopy, attested by the judgeor otherofficerof such Court, thereto authorized, 
shall be given to the party depositing the same, and shall be deemed and taken in all 
Courtsof Justice,and on all occasi vhatsoever, to.be good and sufficient evidence 
a pn Sh shall of such certificate, unless the contrary shall be shewn: And no British subject, not 
produce copy of in the service of His Majesty or of the said United Company, going to reside 


such Certificate, a hes ae . A fs 
on Afilavit age. in any such’part of the British territories, or changing his residence from one 


“ counting for it. part thereof to another, after the said day, shall. be allowed, while he_so, resides, 


to have or maintain any civil action or proceeding (other than in the nature of an 
appeal) against any person whomsoever in any Court of Civil Jurisdiction within 
the British territories in India, until he shall have filed, in the Court in which 
such action or proceeding is commenced, a copy of such certificate, signed by the. 
Judge of the Court wherein the same is deposited, or an affidavit, accounting 
to the satisfaction of the Court for not filing the same ; and if it shall be proved 
to the Court in which such action is brought, that such British subject is residing 

% at any place within the said territories, distant more than ten miles from the Pre- 
sidency to which it is subordinate, without such certificate or,otherwise than 
according to the permission contained in such certificate, or that such permission 
has been revoked, or that, being for a limited time, ‘it has expired and has not 
been renewed, and that such British subject is therefore, residing without per- 
“mission at more than ten miles distance from such Presidency, such British 
subject shall thereupon be nonsuited. : 
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Natives of India, in And whereas doubts have been entertained whether persons. being na- 
ervice. . . . . . - 

A of Companys tives of India, in the service of the United Company of Merchants of England 
_ ? trading 
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to the juri e Provincial Courts established in the” East- Indies, 
uch’ petsons, being natives of India,gin the service of the sajd: 
ny; oO) His Majesty’s subjects, not exclusively amenable 
to the nme 8 the said Courts at Fort Wil > Madras, and Bombay, 
respectively’; and it is expedient’ that such doubts should be removed ; 
Be it further enacted and declared,- That all persons whosoever, being 
natives of India, who have a |S are, ot hereafter may be employé@y. by 
Ps rin the service of His Majesty, the said United Company, or of any of His 
**"Majesty’s subjects, were, and are, and shall be subject and amenable to all pro- 
vincial courts of competent jurisdiction for all crimes and misdemeanors, and 
in all actions and suits whatsoever, of whi ch courts respectively could take 
cognizance, if the persons having contac: crimes or misdemeanors, or 
against whom the causes of such actions or suits shall have arisen, had not been 
eniployed by, or had not been in the service of His Majesty, or the said United 
Company, or any of His Majesty’s subjects ; any law, usage, or practice to the 
contrary thereof in any ways notwithstanding: Provided always, that nothing 
herein contained shall anywise oust the said supreme courts of judicature of Fort 
William and Madras, and the said court of the Recorder of Bombay respectively, 
of any jurisdiction over any natives of India, which such courts may now‘lawfully 
“exercise ;, but such supreme courts of judicature of Fort William and Madras, 
and the said Court of the Recorder of Bombay respectively, as well as the provin- 
cial courts herein referred to, according to their several jurisdictions, shall have a 
. concurrent jurisdiction over natives of India, employed by or in the service of the 
said United Company, or any of His Majesty’s subjects, 
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And whereas the courts established by" the said United Company have no 
jurisdiction over crimes maritime, and-doubts have been entertained whether 
the admiralty jurisdiction of His Majesty’s courts at Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, extends to any persons but those who are amenable to their ordinary 
jurisdiction, by reason whereof failures of justice may arise; Be it therefore 
enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for His Majesty’s Courts at Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay, exercising admiralty jurisdiction, to take cognizance of 


‘trading to the East Ss or of any of His Majesty’s subjects) ae amenable “subject to provin- 


e 


cial courts, 


Admiralty jurisdic 
tion of King’s 
courts extended. 
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ail crimes . 7s on the high seas, by any persongor persons wigtiicnes, I 
in as full and ample a manner as any other court of adimiralty jurisdiction estas = 
¥ blished by His Majesty’s authority in any colony or settlem fit’ ver bes 
sade '  Jonging to the Crown o} id United Kingdom. | - ee 
ee ? = ae i See 
“Advocate General And whereas doubts have arisen whether the Advecallitcnerst, or. other 





so ale tater. Principal Law Officerof the said Company, at any of the said Company's 
: tions in King’s — Pregidencies, is by law authorized to exhibi the respective Courts of Judi- 
* Courts, for Debts a le . 5 saat & : m k 
due to His Majesty: Cature at any of the said Presidencies, for and on behalf of His Majesty, in- : 
y formations in the nature of actions at law, or bills in equity, for oran respecte 
ee ‘ of any cause or causes of action, debts, dues, demands, accounts, reckonings, 
: sum or sums of money, stores, gos ds, ch iattels, or any other miatter, cause, or thing 
whatsoever, which may have arisen 6r accrued, or which may-arise or accrue tay 
* « His Majesty; For Remedy thereof, Be it further enacted, That it shall and may 
be lawful to and for the Advocate General, or other principal Law. Officer of the 
; t said Company for the time being, at each of the said Company's. Presidencies 
respectively, for and 6n behalf of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors; to 
‘ exhibit to the respective Supreme Courts of Judicature at the said Company's 
Presidencies of Fort William and Madras, or to the Recorder's Court at Bombay, 
or the Court of Judicature at Prince of Wales Island, any: information or. infor- 
mations, in the nature of an action or actions at law, or of a bill or bills in equi 
“as occasion shall require, against any person. or persons residing within or being rs 
“amenable to the jurisdiction of the said Courts respectively, for or in respect of 
. any cause or causes of action, debts, dues, demands, accounts, reckonings, sum , 
or sums of money, stores, goods, chattels, or any other matter cause or thing what- 
soever, as fully and effectually, to all intents and purposes, as His Majesty’s At- 
tospey General for the time being is by law authorized to exhibit any such infor- 
mation or informations in any of His Majesty’s Courts of Law or Equity in this 
realm ; and that thereupon such proceedings shall be had, as far as the circum- 
* stances of the case, and the course and practice of the said Courts of Judicature 
@ at the said several Presidencies will admit, as are had upon any such informations 
exhibited by His Majesty’s Attorney General in any of His Majesty’s Courts of 
Wi ; 


" 





Law or Equity in this realm, é 
‘ And 
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be And whereas Tb rrpeny. a has arisen from requitin Refs Justices of the 


we 
pat vants of. the said Unit 


Peace may qualif 
company, and other persons stationed at” Oheacce from by taking the aes ae 


pens in any 
_ the Courts of Oyer and Hea 


Court ° 


tend and take the oaths i 
iPr sidencies, as prescribed e said Act of the Parie- wihth the Pro- 
ment of Great Britain of the thirty-third year ofMMS Majesty's ‘reign; Be it Vinces. 
therefore ah all persons who shall be nominated and appointed in .33 Geo, HE. c, 52, 
ony such commissions, of the peace as ‘are in the. said Act mentioned, shall be 
capable of acting as JuStices Peace, in every respect, according%e the 
tenor of such commisions, upon taking and subscribing in any. civil or criminal - , ’ 
BeeCourt of Justice, within the provinces in and for which any such commission shall ‘ 
have. issued, before any other Justice of the Peace, the like oath’ as are 
appointed by the said ‘Act to be taken i Court of Oyer and Terminer of e Pi 
the province or presidency for which éu sons shall be appointed to act as aN 
“Justices of the Peace; and the subscription ‘of such persons to the said oaths 
shall be deposited and kept with the records of the Courts of J ustice in which 
“she said Oaths shall have been aoipisteres, < 
“4 B : 
And whereas it is expedient that the Sudder Dewanny Adaiae and’ Niza- Provincial Courts of 
mut Adawlut, or other proyincial Courts, however denominated, exercising the ton oar ee m4 
* highest jurisdiction within the provinces respectively subject to the governments ciel or orien 
Of Fort William, Fort St. George, and Bombay, should have power and autho- faa 
ity. te ckecute process of arrest, cither civil or criminal, within the towns of inredionen ot 
Calcutta and Madras, and the town and island of Bombay, notwithstanding the ‘King’s Courts, 
_ Jurisdiction of His Majesty’ s Courts established at those places respectively ;- Be it 
" therefore enacted, That it shall and may be lawfol for the said court of Suddér 
lewANnYy and Nizamut Adawlut, or other provincial Courts aforesaid, to execute Z 
or cause to be executed upon all persons subject to the jurisdiction of such ~ 
Courts respeetively, all manner of Jawtul process of arrest, within the respective 
limits of the towns of Calcutta and Madras,and of the town and island of Ronibay, 
ip the same manner as the said Courts respectively may, by virtue of ‘any power’ 
now vested, or hereafter ta bo vested in them, lawfully execute, or cause to be 
executed, Buch process in any place situate without the said limits; any Act,’ ° 
Charter, ‘or otter matter or es whatsoever to te contrary notwithstanding | 
ale ST. K > ; _ Provided 
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* Process to be in Provided always; ‘That all such process which shall be ae within the limits: 
> writing, | with an aforesaid, shall be in writing, and shall have wie ir tok thereon, 
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character, ee by oi 
‘shall issue. 


or otherwise annexed ther a translation-thereof, or oft a subs 
in the English es 
Court from whence the sa 

And whereas it is etfpedient, for th eprotection of property and “trade im the 
East Indies, that the stealing or taking by robbery of securities for the payment 


of money within the East Indies should be made felony, and should be punish- ; 


able as felony ; and also, that further provisions should be made for ‘the punish= 


ment of the crimes of forgery, and of uttering forged instruments, and of counters. 


feiting the current coin, and utte ch counterfeit coin in the East Indies; Be 
it therefore enacted, That if any person or persons within the local limits of the 


» King’s Courts pu- criminal jurisdiction of any of His Majesty’s Courts at Fort William, Fort Saint. 
George, Bombay, or Prince of Wales’ Island, or if any person or persons, personally _ 


subject to the jurisdiction of any of the said Courts, at any place in the ‘Hast: 
Indies, or any place between the Cape of Good Hope and the Stréights “of Ma- 
gellan, where the said Company shall have a settlement, factory, or other establish- 
ment, shall steal, or take by robbery, any bond, bill of exchange, promissory note, 
treasury note, banker’s note, order, acknowledgment, or other security. or warrant 
for the payment of money, or entitling any person to the payment of money, being: 
the property of any other person or persons, or of any corporation, notwithstand- 


ving any of the said particulars are termed in law a chose in action, it shall be deemed: 


and construed to be felony, of the same nature, and in the same degree, and with: - 


or without the benefit of Clergy, in the same manner as it would have been if the 
offender had stolen or taken by robbery any other goods of like value with the 
money due on such bond, note, bill, order, acknowledgment, warrant, or offier 
, security respectively, or secured thereby, and remaining unsatisfied ; and such 
offender and offenders shall suffer such punishment as he. he, or they would or 
might have done, if he, she, or they had stolen other goods of the like value with 
the moniés due on such bond, note, bill, order, acknowledgment, warrant, or 
other security respectively, or secured thereby, and remaining unsatisfied ; any 


Jaw to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 
& And 
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And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons, Within #.. Torey gaits a. 
ie W 


personally subject to jurisdiction of any of the said Courts, at any place in the 
East Indies, *or at ¥ place, between the Cape of » 2@ood Hope and the Streights 


of Magellan where the said Company shall have a settlement, factory, or other 
establishment, shalf falsely make, forge, counterfeit, or alter, or cause or procure to 
be falsely made, forged, counterfeited, or altered, or qyillingly act or assist in 
the false making, forging, count@ifeiting, or altering any deed,-or any writteo 
instrument for,the conveyance of any property or intefest in any land, house, or 

or-for securing the payment of money, or any will, testament, bond, 


writing obligatory, bill of exchange, promissory note for payment of money, 


of any indorsement or asgignment of any 1 a Sesh ee or promissory note for 
the payment of money,. or any acceptanee of any bill of exchange, or any 
acquittance or receipt either for money or goods, or any accountable receipt of 
any note, bill, or other security for payment of money, or any warrant or order for. 
payment of money or delivery of goods, with. intention to defraud any 
pefson.whatsoever; or any corporation ; or shall utter, or*publish as true, or sell, 

offer, or dispose of, or put away, within the limits aforesaid, any false, forged, coun- 
terfeited, or altered deed, written instrument for the conveyance of property or 
interest in any land, house, or goods, or for securing the payment of money, or 


~any,.will, testament, bond, writing obligatory, bill of exchange, promissory - 


note.for payment of money, indorsement or assignment of any bill of exchange 
or,promissory note for payment of money, acceptance of any bill of exces 
acquittance, or. receipt either for money or goods, accountable receipt for any~ 
flote, bill, or other. security for payment of money, warrant og order for pay- 
ment. of money or. delivery of goods, with intentron to defraud any person 
or any corporation, knowing the same to be false, forged, counterfeited, or 
altered; it shall and may be lawful-for the Court, before which any ‘such 
person, or persons shall»be convicted of any such offence by due course of law, 
te. order and a 

such place, beyond the, seas, and for such term of years, as the said Court shall 
SURE aba at iets ice 

od 
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that. such person or persons shall be tratsported to é 


~ yimits of the erintinal 7M isdiction of the said Courts, or if any person or persons, Transporation. 
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Counterfeiting “And be it further enacted, That if any person: or persons, within the local 


* current Coin pur 
nisheble with 
‘Transportation. - personally subject to the jurisdiction of any of the said Gourts, atyany place in: 


© ~~ the East Indies, or at any plate between the Cape of Good Hope and the Streiglits 
of Magellan, where the said Company shall have a settlement, factory, or other’ 
establishment, shall counterfeit, or procure to be counterfeited; or willingly act 
of assist in counterfeiting, any of the gold or silver coins of any of ‘the 
British Governments in India, or any gold of-silver coin’ usually current and’ 
received as money in payments in any part of the British possessions in’ the 





person or persons shall be convicted of any such offence by due course’ of law,:- 
to order and adjudge, that such pgrson or persons shalkbe transported to such? 
place beyond the seas, and for such term of years, as the said’ Court shall direct, 





: he pn Shay And be it further enacted, That if any person or. persons within the 
a able;—First of- local limits of the criminal jutisdiction of the said’ Courts, or if ‘any *person: or 
Kraan “shane son. Persons, personally subject to the jurisdiction of any of thé said: Courts, “at 


ment; second, with any place in the HasteIndies, or at any place ‘between the Cape of Good: 
2 Years; third, 
with ‘Trans- hy 
portation for life. 4 settlement, factory, or other settlement, shall: utter or tender in* payment, . 


or sell, or give in exchange, or pay or put off to any person orapersons, 
; any such false or counterfeited coin as aforesaid, knowing the same to’ be so’ 
false and counterfeit, and shall be thereof convicted, every person so offending” 
E: shall suffer six months imprisonment, and’shall, at the drstretion’ of. thee 
Court before which he or she shall be so convieged, be sentenced to hard iabout 
: during the term of such imprisonment, and find sureties for his or her good beha~ 
viour fomsix months. more, to be computed from the end of ‘the said first/'six® 
months; and if the same person shall afterwards be convicted # second. time of* 
the like offence, of uttering or tendering in payment 4 giving in exchange, or’ 
paying or putting off any such false or counterfeit coin’ as aforesaid, knowing the’ 
same tobe false or cotinterfeit, such person‘shall, for such second offence, suffers 
wo years imprisonment, and also, at the. discretion of the Court before’ 
hich he or she shall be so convicted, be sentenced. to hard Jabour during the 
a a term 
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limits of the criminal jurisdiction of the said Courts, or if'any person or persons, ~ 


East Indies, it shall and may be lawful for the ‘Court before which any such ail 


VTope and the Streights of Magellan, where the’ said Company ‘shall have’ oi 
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termiof'such imprisonment, and find sureties for his or her good “behaviout for 
two years more, to be“computed from the end of the said first two years; 
and if the, same person shall afterwards offend a third time in uttering or tender- 
ing in payment or giving in exchange, or paying or putting off any such false or 
counterfeit coin as aforesaid, Knowing the same to bé false or counterfeit, and, 
shall be convicted ‘of such third offence in any of the Courts aforesaid, he or she 


> id 


shall’ be “sentenced to ‘transportation for life to sucky place beyond the seas. 


as the’said Court shall direct: > ~ ‘ 


Vo And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons having been-convicted 
-of any offence or offences by'virtue of this Act, shall again be prosecutéd in.any 
Court, other than the Court or Courts wherein,such: person or persons: shall. have. 
been before convicted for a like offence, whereby such person or persons would 
be’subject to an increased’ punishment, the'Clerk of the Crown, or other officer to 
whom if may belong to keep: the records ‘of: the Court where any such con= 
viction shall have taken place, shall, at the request: of the prosecutor, or any other. 
person on His Majésty’s behalf, certify the same, by writingunder his hand ina few 

__ words, containing the substance and effect of such. conviction, for which certifi- 
cate: one rupee and: no‘ more shall. be paids; and such certificate being pro- 

duced in Court'shall be'sufficient proof,of-such former. conviction... 

And be it further enacted; That if any person or persons, within the local 

Himits of the criminal jurisdiction of the said courts, or if any person or persons, 
personally. subject to the jurisdiction of any of: the said courts, at anyplace in 
the East Indies; or at any place between the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights 

of Magellan, where the said Company-shall havea settlement, factory, or other 

. establishment, eshall have in his,.-her,. or their’ cnstody, without lawful excuse,. 

_ the’ -proof whereof »shall lie on the yparty accused, any: greater number of 
pieces than five pieces of such false of counterfeit coin as aforesaid, every such, 
person being thereof convicted upon the oath of one or more credible witness or 
witnesses, before one of his. Majesty's justices of the peace, or, if thereshould be no: 
justice of the peace duly qualified to. act in the place where such offence shall be 


committed, before-one-of the judges. of his Majesty’s court there, shall forfeit. 
9 t « andi 


* 


* 


Certificate of 
former conviction 
in the Courts, suf 
cient proof of 

such conviction. 


Having: in possess 
sion more than five 
piéces- of coun- 
terfeit coin, with- 
out lawful excuse, 
punishable by fine:” 
or three months» 
imprisonment. 
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and ie all hele: false-and counterfeit coin, which shall be cut in pieces andide- : 
stroyed by order of. sich justice or judge, and shall for every offence forfeit and 
pay any sum of “money not exceeding» in vaiue forty sicca rupees on less + 
than twenty sicca rupees in the:currency of the: place in which such offenée 
‘shall be committed, for évery such piece of false or counterfeit coin which. 
shall be found in the custody of such person; one moiety to the informer orin- 
formers, and the other mpiety to the poor of the presidency, settlement or/place, 
in. which such offence shall be committed ; and in case any such penalty*shall 
not be'forthwith paid, it sHall be lawful for such justice orm judge,to commit the 
person orypersons who shall be adjudged:to pay the same, tothe common gaol or * * 
house of correction, thereto be kept to hard labour for the wane af pint nena > 
dar months, or until such penalty i be paid. ei YY 


* « 


‘Counterfelting Li- And ‘be it further enacted, That if any person or persons sais the: local : 

eas or  etca limits ofthe criminal jurisdiction of the said Courts, or if-any-person’ orjpersons. 

Copies thereof, personally subject to the jurisdiction-of'any of the said Courts, at any place.in: the 

ee one East Indies or dt any place between the Cape of Good”Hoper the Streights’ of 

MORE nt. Magellan, wheré the said Company shall have'a’settlement, factory, or Other estas, 

: ‘blishment, shall counterfeit, erase, alter, or falsify any licence, authorizing any ship > 
~or yessel to proceed to any'place’in the East Indies or parts aforesaid; orany-licence, 
or certificate authorizing any person to go to or reside at any'such plage, or any 
attested copy of any such licence or certificate, or shall utter or publishas true;any — 
such counterfeited, erased, altered, or falsified licence, certificate, or attested. copy, - 
Knowing*the same to be countérfeited, ‘erased, altered, or falsified, and-shall-be 
convicted thereof, every persom $0 offending shall suffer such’ imprisonment, not. 
exceeding one year, and ‘shall pay, “such fine, not exceeding in-value. one thousand, 
Sicca Rupecs, in the currencysof the- place in which such offence;shall'be-com= . 


any 3 5 mitted,’ as the Court before whichvhe ‘or she shall have been so ‘seuulenet -shalk 
; yao : é 
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‘Government to _ And be it further enacted, That the Governments of the said presidencies 


exnry sentences of 


trantportation into and settlements respectively shall, and*they are hereby tequired’to take order ‘for 
execution at 


Natives of india not the due performance of all sentences of transportation * pronounced ” any of 
the 
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-_fhiersaia courts, under and by-wirtue of this Acts: Provided alivays, That it shall Wobe A og ered = 
not be laivful forany such-court to, order the transportation of any person, being a 30 degrees N. 

native of India and hot bors of European parents, to. any patt beyond the seas, 25 degrees. i 2 
situated ‘more than ue: noe Horth,- or sweonty-five degrees south of the © : 


cline. 3 fe : 





~ And’ West further enacted: That if: any-person or ‘persons whomsoever’ shall : Persons taking falser 
Be Lolfvicted of making a false oath; touching any of the matters directetl of hee guilty af 
required by this Act tobe testified-on oath, such person or persons, so convicted’ mapper 
as aforesaid, shall be deemed -guilty. of’ perjury, and: shall be liable to the ties of Pohom ; 
© pains and penalties to which persons guilty of: perjury are: liable by’ any: law tanot aE 
in force in that part! of the said United Kingdom called England : and if any 
person shall corruptly procure-or suboro any other person“ or persons to swear 
falsely i in any such oath, such person, being duly convicted of’ such procuring: 
and ‘subpining,. shall-for every such offence: incur and Suffer such * penalgies, for- 
feitures, pains, and disabilities; a8. persons conVicted of perjury. are respec: 


_ tively liable untofby.anYlaw in force:in the said “part of the United Kingdom: an 
Mace? SS Z : 


preres it firtherbnactea}itiae if’ any suit oraction shall be brought orcom' Ta Aétions for un: 
mecded against the said United Company, or any of their servants, or any person een sae f 
or-persons,acting by their authority, for the recovery: of ‘any costs or damages for. - ~ ee San 
_ the: unlawful taking, arresting, seizing, imprisoning, sending or bringing into * 2 age Getic 
‘the United. Kingdom of any: person:or Persons found.in the. East Tndies"or other. ™** 
“parts aforesaid, within the limits of the said Company's Charter, or a3 not being: 
authorized-to teside or traffick there;.the defendant ofdefendants to such suit or: 
action»may plead the general issue, and give tlielpecial matter ‘in. evidence for 
his or their defence s.and the proof shall lie: on. the: plaintiff. or plaintiffs upon vad hs ‘on thes 
the trial of the issue, to shew that, at the time.or times of arresting or seizing _ 
Stich person or-persons-respectively, for the causes aforesaid, in the manner in- 


_ whichsuch arresting or seizing shall be-laid or charged:to have.been done in or : Sy 


by the declaration ondeclarations in such suits or actions, the person or persons~ 
Bo arrested. was or.were in thesmilitary or marine service of His Majesty, his heirs 
j 
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or successors, of was or were u. gitendat to ier the ssid-Compan in lg. 


or was or were duly possessed ofa licence or licentes, certificate of certificates i in oo 
writing, authorizing, him or them ta go to or reside and traffick in the East ae a 3 
or parts aforesaid, or that the person or persons, not being in His Majesty's ~~ 


vice, was or were, at the time or times of his o: ir being $0 seized or lb 
entitled or authorized, by the stipulation of such covenants, licences, or certificates 
respectively, to remain aad ‘continue fn India or other the parts aforesaid ; an din, ka 
we of such proof, the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall become nonsuited ; Rnd in 
ch case, or in any tice wherein the plaintiff. or_plaintiffsyshall become 
nonsuitedy or wherein judgment shall be given against such plaintif? or plaintiffs. 
3 Treble Costa, upon demurrer, or where a verdict shall. pass for the defendant or defendants, he 
4 : at "or they shall have treble casts awarded to be paid ‘by the Tespectivo, ‘plaintif? op be, 
: plaintiffs in such suit’or action; any pep be statute, or provision to spc 
ee . a f 
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And be it further Roactel That all sults as presi ti for vany ibieg 
“dine under or by virtue of, this Act, shall =be ‘commefited » -yithin the space of 
"three. years, after the cause of complaint shall have. arisen sor, being. dong * 5 
_ inthe. Dnited Kingdom, in the absence of any person beyond ae Beri red 
 shereby, then within the space of three ie: the we H ; 
re the United Kingdom, - 
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Lust OF FURTHER PAPERS $. . 


ps Te ctins te’ Noedadiouaie For a Renewal of the gin Company's i : 

yale exclusive Privileges, printed, by. Order of the Court “Directors for the : 

i Information of the Proprictorss ‘F sf 
bine : No. CXXXVI. 

< Minute ofsa,Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, the 22d June 1813. 
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2 “3 No. CXXXVIL *m - 
* hee i of a: Séeret Courter Directors, held on Saturday, the 26th June 1813. 


° 


* 4 No. CXXXVIII. 
~ Minutes of a Court pet Disses, held on Saturday, as ice June 1813. 


No. CXXXIX:, 
_Minweg Bk Genel Court of Proprietors, held on Spiieiay, the 26th June wis 


% rae ms Nove Ree = Ries dase 
Mews ef a Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, the 6th July 1813. . 


ey 


ey” oe. 0. CXLI. a Ss 
lec. a Court of Directors eld on Wednesday, the 7th July 1813. om eG ; et 


te No. CXLIL 


 aeaned of a Count of Directors, held on Thapdsy,., pe 8th July rule. * sciec ote 


= ; No, CXLUL. ae es 
Minutes of a General Court of Proprietors, held on Friday,)the 9th 7 1813. e! 


* if . 
‘: XLIV. © Soe 


Minutes of. a Court of Directors, held on ee. the oth July 1813. * ‘ Pg: ay 


ME oy se a No. CXLY. 


Minutes-of a Court of Directors, held on Monday, tae 12th July 1813.. 
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ss *. : No. CXLVL : 
Minutes of a Genéral Court of a held on’ “Puesday,,the 1 13th July 1813. = 
. 0. CXLVII. et 
. Minute of a Committed of the whole ed the 14th July 1813+», +, ’ 
: No, CXLVIL « <i 
Minutes of a Court of Directors, held on Thursday, ‘the 15th ‘Taly 1813, é + 
* 
° Ws, SOL bed 
aMinute of a Committee of the whole Court, the 15th diy, 1818, noticedin the preceding 
Minutes. : : 
No. Oy, Simin) Bigasd) Sar bad 
Minutes of a Court of Directors, held on Friday, the 16th July 1813. 
3 No. CLI. : 
: Copy of the Opinion of William Adam, Esq. the Company’s’ tending cated Fei the 
* 15th July 1813, noticed inthe preceding Minutes. 9.0. Ss * 
es No, CLI. . 
d Copy of the Dissent of Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. dated,the 16th daly 1813, also noticed in» er. 
‘ ‘ the preceding Minutes. Me : : a ni 
No. CLI. eo ee 
Copy of the Paper Sayers in by Joseph me se she er in n the prog 
Mifftttes. Ts 3 i 
s ” No. CLIV. . af 
‘ Minutes of a General Court of Proprietors, held on Friday, the ida 1818. : ‘ 
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‘ae COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
— Held on Tusiiy: the 22d June, 1813. 
ee * Ona motion, ; 


Resolved, That a Committee be appointed, for®the purpose of preparing 
“and laying before this Court, ** An Account, shewing’ the present’ state of the 
«© Company’s affairs.” . 

And that the said Committee consist of 

The Deputy Chairmgn, 
cg age ‘Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. ” 
at .» Charles Grant, Esq.: and 
> ® George Abercrombie Robinson, Esq. 





“No. CXXXVIIL 
AT A - 
SECRET COURT OF DIRECTORS,* 


eld on Saturday, dhe 26th Sune 1813. 


ae 


The Chétrindl acquainted the Court, that the Deputation, appointed on the 


Ni 
XVI 


Court of 
Diréctors, 
22d June, 

1813, 


No. 


4th instant, to confer with His Majesty inisters, ‘had yesterday, ‘accompanied CXXXVII. 


by Sir Hugh Inglis, an interview with Lord Buckinghamshire and Mr. Wansit- 
fart, at the India Board, at which Mr. Sullivan was also present, with whom the 
Deputation had a very long conversation, and maturely considered the several 
clauses of the Bill now puiding in Parliament for the renewal of the Company’s 


Gaarter 
- 


Secret Court 
26th June, 


1819. 
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Secret 
Court, 
26th June, 
1813, 


No. 
CXXXVII 
Court of 
Directors, 
26th June, 
1813, 
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{t was then, on a motion, 


Resolved, That the Bill not- having yet passéd the Committee of the House 
of Commons, it would be premature for the “Court of Directors to express a 
definitive opinion thereen ; but, when the full extent of the proposed enactments 
shall be known, the Court will, if,called-upon by their Constituents, proceed “to 
deliver the best opinion which they may be enabled to form on so important™a 
subject, 


Sa . ed 
No. CXXXVIIIL 


AT A 


COURT OF DIRECTORS, 


* 


Held on Saturday, the 26th June, 1813. 5 
The undermentiofied accounts, prepared by the Gainer on 
the 22d instant, for the purpose of shewing the state of the"Company’s Affairs, 
were laid before the Court by the Chairman of the said Committee, viz. 
« Receipts and payments of the East-India Company, from March 1818 
© to Ist March 1814. Corrected 24th June, 1813.” ~ 


2 


“ Estimate of receipts and payments, from Ist March 1814 to Ist March 


“ 1815, distinguishing political and commercial.” 

st Estimated fiiture scale of trade’ under the new system of the ‘Ghitniaiin 
*« and means by. which the capital is ta be sn independent of revenue, and 
** consequently excluding all political payments.” * 

«« Estimated account of territorial charges, payable by the East-India Com- 
se pany from their treasury in England,. exclusive of interest of In@ian debt.” 

Ordered, That the said accounts lie for consideration. Ts & 


* 
Fete 


te 


Py 


ie 





* + ~~. 
he & a ? ae 4 
oe sas 
. No, CXXXIX. ; 
ATA . 
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GENERAL COURT . a 
OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING® 
: TO THE EAST-INDIES, 


Held on Saturday, the 26th June, 1813. 


The Chaintan acquainted the Court that they were assembled for the pur- No, 
pose of} ime into further consideration the papers laid before them on the 22d CXXXIX. 
instant, respecting the Company’s Charter ; General 

*' And laid%efére them a copy of the Bill now penaSiarg in Parliament for the Coutt, 
renewal of the Company’s Charter, ; a 
And, after a debate of considerable length, 
Tt was méved,:and, on the question, 

Resalved, That. when the Bill now pending in Parliament, for the renewal 
of this Company’ s Charter, shall have: passed through a’Committee of the House 
of Commons, and the blanks of the same be filled up, thedBirectors be requested 

“to calla General Court to meet on business of the utmost. importance, and that, 
at-such meeting, the Directors, having” duly considered the provisions of the ‘ 
said Bill,’ will be pleased to deliver their respective opinions, as to ‘how far they 
think it safe and practicable for the Proprietors to act under the said Bill, with 
security to their capital, certainty as to their dividend, and general aadvatite pe to. - 
theinselves and to the Public. 
*» ~~ And the Court then, on the question, adjourned. 
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No. CXL. 


ATLA ¢ 
= 
COURT OF DIRECTORS. 
Held on Tuesday, the 6th of July, 1813. 


~The Bill now pending in the House of Commons, as amended on its second 
te-commitment, and which was ordered to be printed on the 5th of July, 1813, 
together with several proposed additional clauses, “* For'continuing in the East- 


"Indias together with certain exclusive privileges; for establishing further regu- 
** lations for the government‘of the said territories, and the better administration 
“ of justice. within the same ;,and_for regulating the trade. to ané from the” 
“places within the limits of the said Company's Charter ;” was laid before the 
Court, when the said Bill was read, and maturely considered, clause en 








ATA > 
COURT OF DIRECTORS, se 


Held on Wednesday, the 7th July, 1813. : 


ais ' ~ \) On a motions 


' Resolwed, That the Deputation apB6inted, on the 4th and, 8th ultimo, to 
solicit an interview with His Majesty’s Ministers, in consequence “of the - present 
momentous crisis-of the Company's affairs, ‘be requested to ee the Mi- 
nisters, for the purpose of helding a conference with them, on. ‘the subject of 
several clauses proposed to be added to the Bill how spending in the House of 
Commons for the renewal of the Company's Charter, and which Bill the.Court 
took into their mature consideration yesterday; and that”” 

Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. and 
George Abercrombie Robinson; Esq: ng) 
be requested to accompany the said Bepuiation: hava 


ais Company, for a further term, the possession of the British territories in 


* shes 


es 
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No CXL. “s 
“ A 
COURT: OF DIRECTORS, 
. Held on iiheday the 8th July, 1813. 


_The Chairman acquainted the Court, that in’ pursuance of thet» Resolutigg, No. -CXLI. 
of yesterday, the Deputation, accompanied by Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. and George 
Abercrombie Robinson, Esq. had waited upon His Majesty’s Ministers, and held "aigalye . 
a conference with them, relating to certain suggested alterations to be made in — 
some of the clauses of the Bill now pending in the House of Commons’ for the 


moor ti ‘Company's ices 


Court of 


° 








No. CXLUL. 


ATA : ; 
GENERAL courT®” 


OF THE. UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING 





TO THE EAST INDIES, 


ft ; S 
Mg spread “Held on  Fiiday, the 9th of July, 1813. 


bake 


= N 
“The Chairmian ‘acquainted the Court, that they are assembled for the pur- CXLIM. 
pose of taking into consideration the Bill now pending in the Honourable House 


General 
of Commons for the-renewal.of the Company’s Charter. : pre 
No. XIV, ; Bot “te1s.” 
¢ ’ 
e > 
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CXLUE 





General 
Conrt, 
gth July, 
1813, 





No, : 
CXLIV. 


Court of 
Directors, 


goth July, 
1813, 








Right Honourable ” 
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But it being expected, the Committee of that encima House will this 
day make their Report on the said Bill, a Deputation from the Court of Direc- 
tors are immediately to havea confefeice with His Majesty's Ministers, saree: 
ing several of the clauses contained in the Bill. 

It was then moved to adjourn. 

And, after a debate thereon, 5 Bi + 

The question of adjouriiient was put and carried, : 


weet 


Whereupon the Court adjourned.accordingly, a 
‘ todd 2 LA 


No. CXLIV. 


Bik «be COURT. OF DIRECTORS, 
Held on Friday, the gth July, 1813. 





The Chairman acquainted the Court, that the Members of the Court who * 
were requested, on the 7th instant, to wait on His Majesty’s Ministers, held a : 
conference with the Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
SSilllivan, yesterday ; and the Chairman communicating 
the result of the said confetence, and ‘proposing that the said — be re- . 
quested to wait again on | His Majesty’ ‘Mas “this day’: fies . 

Resolved Unanimously, That the said Gentlemen be fe ae to wait again 


vpongHis Majesty’s Ministers ‘this dayye to confer farther a important 
ndéw pending ia 








mattegs, affecting the Company’s interests, contained in ‘the Bul 
the House of Commons for the renewal of the Company's Charter. < 
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SH No. CXLV. — * 
“aT aA 
COURT or DIRECTORS, 
tal. Held on Monday, the 12th July, 1813. . 


‘The ‘Chairman acquainted the Court, that in pursuance of their Resolution 
of ‘de ‘gth instant (Friday last), the-Members of the Court, who had then been 
requested to wait on His Majesty’s Ministers, had an interview with the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, Lord Castlereagh, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. 
Sullivan, when the subject mentioned in the said Resolution was again taken into 
mature deliberation. 

Cer ew clauses, proposed to be added to the Bill now pending in the 
House of Commons for the renewal of the Company's Charter, and several 


. alterations made in the existing Clauses of the said Bil, were then read, and 


considered seriatim. 
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“TO THE 
ae 


Held on Tuesday, the 1ath July, 1813. 
Minutes of the last Court of the gth instant were read. 
The Chairman acquainted the Court, that the Bill for the renewal of the 
B2 Company’s 
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No. 
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General 
_ Court, 
13th July, 
1813. 





No: 
CXLYVI, 
General 

Cozrt, 
13th. Luly, 

1815. 
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~ Company's Charter was, with -severalclauses which had. been added toit, last 


night reported by the Committee to the Honourable House of Commons, and 
that it was expected that it would be read’a third time to-night. 

The Bill was then ¥ead to the Court. 4 : 

Whereupon it was moved, and on the question, 

Resolved Unanimously, That this Court, haying heard read the Bill “now 
before the House of Commons for the “renewal of the East India Company's 
Charter, find it perfectly impossible to decide onthe same in its present imper- 
fect state, especially as it is understood that further alterations may take place in 
the Bill; and being desirous to consider it with the deliberation and solemnity 
which the: subject demands, do request their Chairman, and such of their Di- 
rectors as are in Parliament, to move and support in their places. ‘ih the House of 
Commons, or that such other communication take place between the Court of 
Directors and. His Majesty’s Ministers as may be deemed” expedient, that the 
third reading of the Bill should be deferred, till it shall have bee 
laid before the Proprietors of this Company, giving them a reasonal 
full consideration of the same; and that an early day be named, 
of Directors to communicate to the Proprietors the result of this pibceeding. - 

Tt was then, on another motion, ; 

Resolved, That the standing counsel to the East-India Company be dishes 
to give his opinion, at the next General Court, “ Whether, in case of the - 
“ Proprietory agreeing to act under the proposed Bill, and finding, from expe- 

“ rience, that its i a is dangerous to their safety or injurious to their « 
er themselves from its provisions, without resigning 
“ their existing Charter, as” Granted by. His Majesty liam“the Third, or 
“ such other Charters as are now held by this Company, - Gedegehdently of the 
“ Act of the 33d of His Majesty.” Si eae 

 § The following motiofilit then adel 2 

«Phat the Court of Directors be requested | to enforce on the minds of 
“ His Majesty’s Ministers the necessity of entering -aclauge i in the present Bill, 
* to enable the Court of Directors to provide for the commanders and officers 
of the regular and extra chartered ships, which have,. coi may be, employed in 

; : ‘ the 








% 


” 


Ay 


~ . (any 
* the Company's service, over and above.what they may be entitled to from the * No: 
Poplar and Contingent Funds.”..-: CXUVE 
f Bhd And it-being, moved to adjourn, 0 . General 
© «., The question thereon was carried in the affirmativest ‘ ; Ata 

And the Court adjourned accordingly. Z 1613." 
No. CXLVII- 

Ieee NS ATA - 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COURT, 
lowes + © Held on Wednesday;-the 14th July, 1813. 









3 Th SC art having ‘been made acquainted, by a communication from the No. 
Chairman, that the Bill pending 1n Parliament for a renewal of the Company’s CXLVII. 


Charter was read a third time and passed last night in the House of Commons, Committee 
resolved itself into.a Committee of the Whole Court, for the purpose of taking of the whol 


: the Same into its most serious consideration ; and, after deliberating thereon till July, 1813. 
M%. a late hour, it was determined to adjourn the further consideration of this im, 4 


® 












ieee portant subject till to-morrow. 
No. CXLVUL 3% 
ATA oe ee 
r COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
’ if on Thuredly, the 15th July 1813. £ 


¥ 


Phe Court resolged itself into'a Committee of the Whole'Court, and being: No. 


again resumed, CXLVUI. 
A Report from the said Committee, dated this-day (sce No, CXLIX.) Court of 
was read. : Sees : eile cheat 
: 1 > 
Resolved, 1813. 
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= Net » Resolved, That this Court approve the said Report. =o) 
bs ag Tt was then, on a motion, Bis Fos 
Courtof ~~ Resolved, That thf oureet Directors, ‘having duly cbailde th and ino 
beets a Report from the Coi 


ttee of the Whole Sean; the weit ag “ submitted: 
1813. to the General Court to be held to-morrow. i 


* : 
enone 
: ‘No. CXLIX. 


Minute of a Comurirres of the Wuore Court, dated the 15th h Jy, 
1813, noticed im the preceding Minutes, 





No. The Committee baving resumed the consideration of the Bill for a renewal 
CXLIX. of the Company’s Charter, which passed the House of Commons on the 13th. ind 
Minute of Stant, they now proceed to detail their opinion upon it, in the form: pew 







Pip sken which, should the Court be pleased to adopt, ne — for | " 
Court. _ its being laid before the-General Court. EARS iegeg 

I. In commencing the negociation with His “Majesty's Mi ers for the’ 

renewal of the Company’s Charter; the Court of Directors proposed, that the sy8tem 


established by the preceding Charter: of 1793, for the: government andicommierce’ 


~ of India, should. be continued, at least in all its material parts ;* and as it soon . 


appeared, that a great ‘enlargement of the: private trade with India was meditated 
by Administration, thes 
which should affect:t ciples, or impair the efficiency,-of the existing system. 
Il, His Majesty’ Government, acquiescing generally in the. utility of that 
system, explicitly admitted; that. “the territorialygove 1 
in the management of the Company, and for a further 
besidesssugzesting'a most important alteratign,: since. 
Todiatteory, they insisted. on the opening of the: 
the Merehants.and Qut-ports of the United King 










‘eotnbate 


* "This, of course, comprehended the exclusive trade with China, a about which there bas. bicttow 
_ ayestion throughout this ——— between His Majesty’s Ministers and the’ Company. ~~ 


ectors contended, that no change should be introduced — 


ee aes 


' oii their writings; setting forth, at larges all ‘the ruinous consequences * No. 


= ; (>) 


. 


to: -be apprehended from it: burHis Majesty’s: Ministers, maintaining their own OXLIX.” 
‘views, introduced into:the House of Commons, on the ‘of March Jast, a set Minute. of : 


Of Resolutions;containing all'the material conditions.on which they proposed that pee 


the Chatter of the Company should be renewed. These: Resolutions went, not —_Coutt. 
‘only to open the Indian trade tovall the subjects of the United Kingdom, but to 
annihilate the independent powér of the-Company in licensing ships and persons 
‘(other than ‘those ‘appointed: to the. service) ‘to 6° to India: and, besides ‘these 
innovations in a system that liad subsisted two centuries, the Resolutions proposed 
to ‘separate: ‘the accounts aiid finances of the ‘Company's commerce from those. of 
the territorial possessions, and to subject both to new provisions and regulations. 

Il, From all these ‘changes, the Directors and Proprietors feared, not only 
‘that the tranquillity of ‘the Indian ‘posséssions would ‘be. disturbed by the influx of 
‘Ruropeatis into them, but that the Company’s trade with China would be invaded — 
im] y8mugeling ;—that-there:would consequently be a diminution of 
I profits; and ‘eventwally;-adefalcation of the fund whence was ‘ 
pabcustonted idee on zis capital stock 5, that dividend, of: which 














: ss basi addioainaek India. Tey ike inconsi- + 
+ deg arcana the iteftitorialidebt and-expenditure, and the so 
transferred payment! of so much ‘of ‘the ‘principal and interest of that debt to Ps 
y isi ‘territory would annu- 
“ally have ‘to nails. we eho pepe; in additi Bther political charges 
suia 1 in India 5 or, if 
in which: it ought: in “might not, from ‘ 
riWate trade,-and its~interference with the Company's on 
‘be realized here with:s nt regularity. To sub- 
the “prayed, and’ were permitted togbring 
i eianvents vandthe: body of ar 
en to the world, willremain a monument, not on 













iy by ewhom it aiden communicated, but of the. solidity of the’ 
sbjections ‘and ‘arguments advanced by the Company. in. support of their 
‘€atise. The Resolutions, however, were at. length passed by both Houses, 
. 4 without 
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. ete wntioae atly essential alteration’and the bill consequently brought, into the House % 4 
«+ of Commons was framed, generally, in conformity to them... Several of the . 

or catia important points hereggentionst! (those: particularly relating to the finances of the 

of the whole Company, and: other ntained in the Bill), have, however, continued to be 
Court. subjects of discussion, in writing or conference, between the Court of Directors 

and His Majesty’s Ministers, in the course of the last three months, and they have 

been contended for in all the progress of the Bill through the House. The 

Bill, however, may now be supposed to have received its last form, as. it has been 


S j read the third time, and has been passed by the Commons. 





3 

; JV. In this Bill, as it now stands, there are considerable va: iations frou “the 

— , Resolutions first laid before the House. But it will be unnecessary to go intoa 
F detail here, either of the particulars of those variations, or of the several clauses 
” f of the Bill,—even those which affect the commercial:privileges of. the Company, 


and the power flowing from them, or which affect their finances, territorial and 








commercial; ‘because these will sufficiently appear. in following, what seems to 
oa ‘Be, the course of proceeding now most proper,—that.is, to com iefly, th 
§ provisions made in relation'to these most important branches. of 4 ) 
WH affairs (passing overt. inferior points) by the last Charter, with the: brovisions, 
ms an ‘the same bPanches, contained in. the present Bill; and comparing; | 
& also, in these respects, the actual result of the last Charter, with the probable 
“j consequences of the Charter which is: proposed; That, hence, the. difference 
between the two Charters may be more-clearly seen, thé import of the proposed 










Giated, and that; from the »whole,.a judgment may. be 
of the new Charter may, ot Company, 
2 


i changes better app 
; formed, how far 









be practicabley 





; V. By the Act of 1793, the general and 
; . given,to the Board of jommissioners by the Ac : 
; in * instances extended, or rendered. nore s 
to Fila, as well as to China’ (subject ‘ome 
; ‘Segtent of three thousand tons annually, on the Cor 
~ ® to the Company. Pha I ek Ss : 
: * ; 2 The licensing ofaany private ships to proceed to India and back, or of any 
traders, beyond a few agents; was not in the contemplation of that Act, and.the . 
“a » s : . 3 "= exercise 
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ise of the power of licensing was vested Wholly in’ the Company by their 
13% al privileges. 3 3 - 
The territorial revenues and commercial profits of 
jected to certain appropriations, liable, as far as the Act léft any. discretion, to be 
controuled by the Board of Commissioners; but, under these appropriations, 
the management and use of both ‘the territorial and commercial funds, and the 
reciprocal application of the one to the aid of the other, remained, in practice, 
with the Company, to whom both properly belonged, as they-still do; and one 
sral treasury served for the whole. =~ 
“Among the appropriations was a sum of at least a million sterling annually, 
from the revenues, for the purposes of Indian and China investments» but_ the 


"No = 
CXLIX. 





- Company: were sub- Minute o€- : & 
Committee ae | 
of the whole 


- net proceeds. of investments and profits at home were, after payment of bills of ‘= 





“participation. 
_ When these payments should be satisfied, further surplusses were, after cer- 


exchange already accepted, and the payment of other current debts, interest, 
and outgoings, charges, and expenses {the bond debt excepted), made liable, 
first, to they nt annually of adividend of ten per cent. on the capital stock- 
(the otf cent. being made up from the sepatate fund); secondly, to 
the payment of £500,000 per annum for bills‘on account of territorial debt 
and, in the third place, to the. payment of £500,000 to the public, asa 

tici the territorial revenues, if the net proceeds sufficed for such 











tain reductions of the territorial and commercial det 
applied, in the proportion of one-sixth to the augment ‘dividend, and the 

remainin five-sixths to form a fund for the security apilal stock of the 

; should, with its growing “interest, amount to twelve : 
lusses, after the accumulation of this sum, were, to » 


s Of the Company, to be 










in the Indian establishments, ‘conformably to ‘ a 
» in respect to rank and salariesggested t 


: Ma By the 3 now proposed, which continues and enlarges the ce 
of controul given by former Charters, as will be hereafter. specified, the Company. 


are to.be deprived, as already noticed, of all exclusive privilege in the trade to : 
~- No. XIV. Cc : and 
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“Nol, and aes fetid and of the uncontrouled’ power of licensing pets and hips 
_ 1K.’ ‘to goto India; and both ships and persons may go thither under license, ‘of 
Mik: of, which the Board of Oginmissioners have the final determination and disposal, : 
Btn ot .from arly port of the United Kingdom. : 

Court. ~.° The territorial, and commercial accounts of the Company are to be” kept dis: 

tinct and separate, so that. each department. shall exhibit, exclusively, its own’ 
concerns. And this leads to a separation, also, of the finances’ of éach, ‘which: 
hitherto, though distinguished, have been joined together, and ‘have ‘indterially” 
assisted each other ; but, henceforth, each department i is to stand Oport’ its own’ 
-teceipts and its own payments, 

In lieu of the specific appropriation . of a million sterling, or more, from the 
revenues for investments, as in the last Charter, ” it was first intended” by His* 
Majesty’s Government to. render the surplus revenue “applicable,” among ‘other: 
purposes, to the provision of investment, under the authority and controu! of the: 








Board of Commissioners: but it is now provided, ‘that a sum to the 
actual payments made at home on account of territorial charges’ exceed 
a million sterling per adnum) s shall be allotted out “of the Indian ues, “(hat 


is, whether there. be a surplus 0 or not) for investments, ‘that this a otment is 
Sato be ‘employed by the Court of Directors in the provision of such goods a tie 


© ~ shall think fit, ‘ ; 
A dividend of ten and a half per ‘cent. on n the present, or future capj 
is also continued, pa out. ef the net proceeds in England. Accor 








> order of | payment in 
but by i Bill, 


Resolutions first le 
which the divid 
as it now. stand ( its, 
from the paymeHer eeeietl ‘charges, until the 
as to the. payment of bills and certificates for w. h ve 
Tec in India, and to the interest and s Oe 






*to be indemnified by the iavestment purchased th t 

abovementioned. And it is moreover provided, 1 s 
mercial; profits shall “‘not® suffice for the dividend, and there shall hive been any 
“territorial 





( Ay) 
territorial. surplus in the year preceding, such surplus shall go to makeup the » No. 
dividend of ten and. a half per.cent.s and if the home funds shall not, after pay- . cena: 

ment of the dividend, suffice for the payment of all such bills as shall be drawn on "Minute of 
the Company for the interest of any Joan in India befordlthe 10th of-April 1814, Committee 
Parliament is to direct the payment of the deficiency. % pa ene 
After satisfying all current demands at home, and after the reduction of the 
ten millions and the bond debt to three millions, all surplusses 
at home are to be applied to the formation of a guarantee fund for the 
capital, as. in the former. Charter, until the same amounts to twelve millions 
sterling, and all further surplusses are to go in the proportion of one-sixth to the 
- Company and five-sixths to the Public, i . f 
To look now more particularly to the powers of controul given by the pro- 
posed Charter, they may be distinguished into those which are new, or those 
of which the principle, though not expanded, is to be found in the former 
Charter, )f the first class are licensing ships and persons (saving as to agents for 
private traders, which the Board were empowered to license by the Act of 1793) 
to.go to India, either by over-ruling the Directors or by original jurisdiction. 
“Phe controul over the College and Military Seminary in England. 
aie _ Over the appointment to certain vacancies in Indian offices, which are 
not to be supplied by the Directors without the approbation of the Board. 5° 
‘ Over the restoration of suspended or dismissed servants, civil or military, 
- which restoration is not to be valid without consent of the Board. 
; Over the article of gratuities, of which noni -above £600 are to be 
. good without consent of the Board. Poe re 27% 
“Tt may. be* cont |, however, that all t 
t 4 eral powers given to 
: } fe 


territorial debt to 
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é Acts of 1784 
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<u of controul, of whieh the principle is to be found, 
-jn the former Ac ecification a8 to particular objects is new, theyfelate 
to the following pz ' 
Bes Distinct ai punts ta 
eoncerns, as already 
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ept of the territorial, political, and’ commercial 
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fg ile general controul ‘over. the appropriation “oF the territo 
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poche (excepting. the amount to be issued in: India for. territorial’, payments’in 
Mimateot | England). ily 2 Sette a ec ee eee 
sot there The Board “may require of the Directors, abstracts, accounts, and 

Court.’ statements, relating to the affairs of the Campaitiys! 8-9 oe Sea 


si 
Vacancies, of Governors and ‘Commanders-ih-chiéf are to bebfilled by 
Directors, with approbation of His Majesty. © This isnew in point of-daw, 


‘VII, It will next be proper to advert to the results of the Charter of 1798, 

‘with regard, more particularly, to the commercial privileges and thé finances of 

* ‘the Company, (the subjects which have: been chiefly controverted),” and then'to 

_ consider the different provisions of the proposed Charter, and the effects that may 
follow from them. © é a es at alk 

With respect to commerce} ‘the moderate admission given to individuals, by 








‘the former of these Charters, into‘the trade of India, so far from ‘¢ nting the 
parties thus admitted, has been used as a ground ‘on which to erect further claims, 
certainly not contemplated in the Act ‘of 1793; and these claims’ en pur. 

sued, through the period of the éxpising Charter, with continual complaints and 
2 _ ” accusations against the “Company; “complaints and accusations which have 
i ‘febeen the cause of unceasing trouble to the Executive Body,” as they have 
4 : 














‘also greatly aided the Pi general attack “now made on 
commercial ‘priviléges. * id “these considerations, with other circumstances, 















‘tended to dispose tl any themselves, in the hope of giving satisfaction'and 
obtaining peaces t gto acquiesce in a mo 





° private trade under ter, so that this en 

~ > swith the preservatic yompany’s commercial 

ciple, therefore, required that the private: trade, 
‘continue to be confined to the port of 
of theyCompany, 


With respect to the finances of the ‘Company, 
Consequetice, first,” of European war, which 
termission,: through the-periad’of the last: Charter, ‘aid ‘next, of ‘several Indian 
‘wars which have occurred within that period, the profits in England have fallen 

materially 








‘but only partly so as to. practice. os a Castros tf Tiare 


% 





: (“499 >) 
‘materially’short of thé expectation entertained of them‘in the formation of the ” 
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-@hatter; and a very large addition has been made to:the territorial debt, °the in- — 
creased interest of which, with the increased territorial charges, Civilvand mili- | Mionte%eF 
‘tary, have not only absorbed the surplus revenue; from ‘whieh a million sterling. the whol 
, Court. 


awas to be annually applicable to investment, ‘but including the political payments 
din’ Englands absorbed also, for-a course of years, the whole of the territorial in- 
aeomne: 50 that the source from’ whence the Pablic:was'to receive. £500,000 per 
annurh’ failed after thesfirst'year, and the Treasury’in England ‘had to: pay for the 
political charges, just mentioned, and, for, the principal or interest | of! territorial 
\ debtvtransferred ito England, more than it received from the territory in invest- 
‘ment, the difference having: been furnished. from the ‘funds and profits. of thé 
“ecommerce and:the credit of. the Company at home. i. , 
o> And this:state of things, produced essentially by the very great augmentation 
_ of theitertitorial'debt, that is to say, from about eight millions, at whicliat stood 
in 179383 -about, thirty, millions, has - occasioned: :all | the financial: embar- 
_nassments. ‘the: Company, through the last seven years: embarrassments :-which 
shave obliged them, repeatedly, to-have recourse to Pasliament, not:to help»out 
» their commercial funds (the profits.on the commerce having been sufficientito defray 
the commercial. charges; the dividend, and various payments on account of the 
territory) but to obtain either payment .of large advances made:by the Company 












: indndia‘pa account of the ‘Nation, or assistance.in ty ate portions 


h debt it never was, reason 
4 cial. funds should.an- 
ly’ suffice-for the: pay+ 
ia and in England, 
st the Indian revenue 


x © 


things, practicable, thatt 


_ of the:territorial debt transferred to England, for w 






; rpose in any material degree. “Hence, itgordér to 
ty itis éssentially necessary,’ that there:be-an annual sur+ 
| income, «which. shall-.serve-.as a sinking fund for that res 


» duction. - Moreover, as besides the political charges usually payable in.England, 
(HN 22 Bias a Hoke 2d) Ghabeh see Mig Sangose"s iit kee 10 
vy! eine 
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to an amount, ‘exceeding, as ‘before said, a. million stérling per atinum, thete:_. 
is farther payable here, in consequence. of Jate financial measures: in India, ter. 
ritorial interest to the amount ofa million and a half per annum, for which’ the 


wz eeabake crédit of the Company is is engaged, and for which they have no resource of their 


Court, 


own, except what the Indian revenue may furnish, bythe medium of goods 
or treasure ; they are hence, from time'to time, a asec to eee in tes 
punctually, these additional demands. 

After this view of the embatrassments under which the Company ‘have had to 
struggle through the Charter of 1793, it must be quite superfluous to add, that all? - 
hope has long ceased of realizing any part of that great accumulation which 
‘t/prospectively held forth for the security of the capital stock. 

VIII. In regard to the effects to be expected, as already noticed; faite 
measures which were proposed by. His Majesty’s Ministers as the basis of a new 
‘Charter, the Court of Directors have, in:the course of the negociation, stated, ‘with 
a particularity that must render‘further detail unnecessary, the dangers which the 
Opening of a general commerce-with India would, in their apprehension, pro- 
duce to the tranquillity of the Eastern possessions,’ to: the China, as well-as the . 
Indian Trade of the Company,: to the system of their public: home sales, to their 
home fmances, to the security of their'dividend, and in consequence of all these, to 
their political efficiency, their gerieral stability, and the safety of the present Indian” 
system, under which the vast regions subjected to the Company’s Government. - 
have been so much improved..’Strongly impressed. by these views, the Court of 
Directors, on :the ‘18th of December. last,: did state to"His Majesty’s Ministers, 
that the proposition of | ‘the Out-ports to imports from India was pregnant 
with ruin to the affairs of thé Company, and that they could page renal eae 
a proposition to the adoption of: their Constituents, ~~ + oak 

‘The apprehension | of further embarrassment to th 
large, transfer of Indian debt’ and interest, whils¢ the con 
the‘Company from India and_ their sales here were likel checked and de- 
ranged by the competition of an open trade, has also _beeny mo = recently, the | 
subject of repeated representations from the Court of Directors to His se die 3 
Ministers. . ; 

It is to be ‘peeudwledged: however, that 4 in the progress Py the isbaa z 

upon 
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wponsthese subjects, important-changes in the state of citcumstances haye taken; ° No» 


place; and it is no less the duty, than the wish, of the Court-of Directors, to. lay, Opie 


before theit Constituents; without reserve, their opinions and impressions. at the. Minute’ of; 
present moment, respecting the terms, and the probable” operation, of ,the . pro- Regier 
posed Charter, as settled bythe House of Commons. 4 ze ~~ Coutt, 
. ‘The. mpnopoly of the Indian Trade, broken in-upon-by the Act of 1793, is, 
now to be completely taken away from the Company. They will remain, indeed, 
with Aatge powers and_ resources, as-.well as rights, for. carrying on that trade ; 
~-but the=trade will be open, under certain regulations, to all-the,subjects and the 
ports of the United Kingdom. This change must operate to a reduction. of the 
commercial establishments of the Company, abroad and at home  to.a seduction * 
of one class of their ships employed in the Indian navigation 5. and, probably, « “tee 
diminution of their. profits from the. private trade; it,will interfere with. their 
system ‘of, public. sales, as far as Indian. goods.are concerned, and may, conse 
quently, lower the selling prices of those goods, and their, profit.(for several-years 
past-only, modlerate) onthe Indian trade... gu . 
~y But, as the Court have already had occasion to observe, the wild and sanguine 
expectations, at first so generally entertained, of unbounded fields:of commerce to 
be found in the Asiatic regions, appear to have, in the course of the: last .six or 
seven months, very: greatly subsided... The. writings. of the Company. and the. 
* _ general voice of men’ of Indian.experiénce,. seem indeed, at an earlier, period, to, 
have. impressed the minds.of, reflecting commercial men; _and the. unexampled 
body. of evidence-adduced by the Company before Parliament, appears to have 


completed the conviction. of the public,.and-even, ofthétzealous, partizans of the 
H ble'extent, could not 


__Out-ports, pe ai this country, to.any eon 

: inadh nor any new articles of a great ¢ imerce be found there 
he regulations, also proposed, with regard to the Out= 
sn. reduced, of ships admissible into, the trade, to the 


» 











. ports, to-the'si u 
licensing of person Nips to proceed to India, to the prevention of Europeans 
from ingress intothe. aterio r of India, and to keeping’ them under the due controul 
of the Indian Governments, must serve further:to limit the number of adventurers. : 
Fromall these causes, the apprehensions, at an earlier period, entertained by the 
Court, of an-influx of Europeans dangerous. to the tranquillity of British India, 
LA : as 
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as well as of a great resort of English vessels to. the Eastern Seas; and the tonse-: 


quent smuggling of tea, tothe diminution of the profits of the China Trade, ap- 
prehensions which drew. from them the strong resolution of the 18th December,’ 
are now materially allayed. ; 

Their fears for the security of she dividend; on which, as sae eae % lei 
obsérved, the Company’s efficiency for the discharge of their political functions 
depends, are proportionably abated. True it is, that by the abolition of .the: 
Indian monopoly, and the authority transferred to the Boatd of Commissioners.to. 
license persons and ships to proceed to India, the Company’s power will be abrid- 
ged, and that the opening of the trade will expose the Company. to the collisions, 
vexations, and misrepresentations of the private traders: but, mortifying and trouble- 
some as these things may prove, especially to the Executive Body, they are. not, 
to be classed among. those. which are essential to the existence of the Company; 
and the, degree in which they may. prevail, will depend on the. conduct of .the, 
Board of Commissioners, who, if they exercise the. new authority vested in them 
with prudence and impartiality, may very much prevent the evils bere in questi ions 
It is, moreover,.a probable event, though one on which the Court, Test, nothing 
at present, that the, experience of a few years, will suffice to convince a- good, 
proportion of those, who may still be purposing a trial of the Indian trade,, that 
it will not afford sufficient encouragement to the British . megslaatts to. perse-. 


vere in it. 


To provide for the security and sufficiency of the home finances of the Com- 


pany, formed one of the great objects of the Court of Direetors in the new 
_arrangements ; and th e oer tassment and failure to which this vital branch of 


the Company’s affits el ly to. be exposed,. early constituted one of their 
great difficulties, and has, th roughout, been a particular aan ‘of their solicitude, 





not only as the funds for the dividend might be exp bat as the 
new and large transfer of Indian debt and interest, ¢ hog provided: for by. 
adequate supplies of goods from India, might ove! he treasury here, 


because of the interruption which the opening of a gener ‘&. might give to 
the sales of those goods. And when the Court found, from the Resolutions. Jaid, 


_ before Parliament, that it. was intended by His Majesty’s Ministers to make.a 


distinct sepataon. between the commercial and. territorial funds of the Coms 
fs pany 5, 


et 
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spanyeyethat'it was ‘only ‘out of the surplus revenue, 2 surplus Uticertain,’and’at'the’ 
‘bestvery moderate, they’ were to expect anv'aid for the purchase of investments 5 
that this aid was only one of several ways in which that surplus ‘was to: be appro- 
priated, and the amount of such 'precarious aid was to depend on 'the'dis¢retion ‘of 
the Board of Gommissionérs'y that, further, it was to be left'to'the’same discretion, 
whether the additional supplies wanted for the recently transferred debt,” should 
‘geome homie in’ goods, or through the medium of bills, either granted’on India by 
the Company, or drawil by private persons from India; that it was avowed, the 
‘power ‘of the Board’ was'to be ‘extended to controul the amount‘of the Company’s 
einivestment, which !might involve also'a controul as'to the'species of goods, and 
‘the quantities ‘of each species they should provide, and this in order to»prevent, ‘as 
it’ was said, the Company’s carrying on a commerce that should be. losing’ to 
themselves, “and obstruct the operations’ of the private traders :—When the Court 
‘contemplated’ all:these circumstances, they were led seriously to apprehend, that 
even ‘supposing it to be the intention of His Majesty’s Government still to uphold 
the Company, it would not be safe for the Proprietory to undertake the execution 
ofa Charter granted on such terms. > 

‘But in the course of discussions, public and private, the bill for the renewal 
‘of the’Chatter hasbeen meliorated in several very important points, which have 
Been already noticed; “yet, for the sake “of distinctness, they may be again 


- mentioned: The commercial profits of the Company are not to be liable to any 


territorial payment until the dividend is first satisfied ; and if, in any year, the 
fund for the dividend should fall short, the surplus of territorial income, for the 
“year preceding, isto be liable to make up the deficiéncy. It has’ been earnestly 
contended, on ‘the ‘part of the Company, that the surplus of commercial profits 
in any year, ¥ paying the dividend, should-be vreserved asa fund to answer a 
deficiency ae for thé dividend in any other year but His Majesty’s Minis- 
ters have refused to length of this proposition, arguing that the Company 
Nave still the aanie tah ) the territorial concerns, and that to them, and to the 
bond debt of the Company at home, the surplus profits ought to be applied ; 
alleging, moreover, that it was extremely unlikely there should ever be such a 
defalcation of commercial profits in any year, asto render them insufficient for the 
dividend, and that the principle of guaranteeing a commercial dividend, in all 
No. XIV. D - events, 
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No. “  eyents, was an unsound one, as: itsmight. lead to:a aichiwnsinitcndtinant 
rag ofthe trade. The Company:are not now to. be. left to a iparticipation 6f 
Minute of the casual: surplus ‘of ' territorial. income: for aid-to their: ‘investinent, « butsit: 
Pree rg vce is stipulated, that asum, not less than the amount. of their. usual» “territorial 

Court. charges at home, which exceed:a million sterling, shall be: paid yearly out ofthe 

revenues for investment ; and this, ‘therefore, secures» tos ithe Companya 
commercial capital to» that amount; -in:addition. to: the. amount: of 4their 
exports of » stores and) goods’: from England, \ as» it,also. secures\.a »proyision: 
for those» territorial charges) at’:home, \ which have ‘hithertoy*been’-a! burthen 
ony their’ commercial» funds, ‘the «whole ‘of: those funds being + liable» for 
them. It.is, moreover, distinctly: recognized; that the application-»of |whatéver 
amount shall be allotted tothe Company! for"investment, whether:to:provide-for 
the territorial payments justmentioned, usually: made at home). or for: ‘the annual 
payments on account of the lately transferred debt,shall not:be controuled: by:the 
Board, but*remain in the ‘discretion of the Court’ of Directors.* “Andy withorespect 
to the mode':of» realizing, in England; a’ provision! for the recently.transfetred 
debt, His Majesty’s Ministers did, sometime ago, “sanction the minute ofa cons 
ference with them, invwhich they declared, that if, without:any fault(on-the part 
of the Company, they were at any ‘time embarrassed: on. this ‘score, ‘they: (the 
Ministers) would use their influence with Parliament» for relief, to thesextentof 


the available ‘resources: ‘of the Company in India: and, since then, <ayprovision, . 


already mentioned, hasibeen introduced ‘into the bill on this subject, ! in” which it 
is stipulated, “that in case sufficient funds shall.not:remainin thé handsof the said 
© Company, after payment of the dividend, to: discharge-all. such bills asshall- be. 
“drawn for the interest ‘of -any loan: in India, wnder conditions now ‘subsisting, or 
* “which may be contracted: at any time before: the Oth day of Aprilyl8 14,” (this 
covers the ~payment/of territorialinterest-lately : transferred, ‘to famount:of a 
million and @ balf annually), “¢ entitling the holders of such toan to. ‘receive bills-@ on 
““the said Company, for the:payment: of the interest-thereof, the residue of: suchsbills,* 
“0 ‘long as’ such interest: maybe demandable:in England, shall ne i ge in 
« such manneras Parliament shall sigue dine to tira silat sete : 
Chis, DAR AH OG BG OL joe ieee 3 ‘The 

* The purse of’ the China investment, ‘of of any other peenttefeast with: Ceater fonds 

is of course wholly out of the controul of the Boardi | 
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oo Dhes Courtvaréof; opinion, that it maybe: practicable to.adopt expedients, 
which will obviate:the difficulty apprehended from the transfer of the debt ; and, 
at.any rate; the:fund:required: forthe: punctual:payment iof the» dividend,, will 
not be Jiable:to be affected, by territorial demands: _In,this respect, .the,actual 
separation of: the commercial. affairs: from the territorial. (theyprinciple of which 
Was \virtually contained inthe Act of 1793; | though not followed into practice) 
will be an advantage to the home funds’of,the'Company and'to:the Proprictors, 
as it gives a'security:for the dividends) not: hitherto: practically enjoyed; for, in 
point, of fact, although the dividend:-was; by. the Act»of 1798, made. payable 


? Nov 
CXLIX. 
Minute, of 
Committee © * 
of the whole. 
Courts? 


before bills drawn for territorial’ debt, no such priority was-ever given to it, nor. 


could: well'be given; whilst alli the funds-of the.Company were, without :dis- 


tinction, liable ‘tothe Indian-debt. ) From -this security, and: the safety; mow: 


contemplated; of the main substance.of the China trade, the realization of that 


income, necessary to maintain-the’ Company.in the discharge. of their political, . 


functions; may be expected. ’ And: although the powen will not now. temain 
withithe Company, of réndering, at their discretion, the:territorial and, commer- 
cial. funds mutually serviceable to-each other, yet the:allotment of.a/fund from 
the revenue: for’ the: provision of the investment is made more certain and: 
absolute/thansit. wvasby/.the- Act,-of 1793: and,~ in. fact;»,.the removal, by, 
specific enactment, of a power which, (only. inspractice,.was left with the Com- 
. pany: through the period of that Act, is rather a derogation: in. point:of credit; 
thaniahy real subtraction of ‘benefit ; for instead of receiving the annual surplus 
ofa million for investment, promised by the Actsof. 1793, the aid actually. de- 
.tived from the revenues for the provision: of investment-(and more than repaid, 
as: beforementioned,, in’ territorial charges..in... England), .an.. aid . which, not 
being the ‘of positive enactment, might. at any time have been. withheld; 
did not, on: Paveragesrexceed the. amount which ‘the terms. of the proposed, 
Charter absnlttely secresto: the’ Company. In all these respects, therefore, — 


the security. of: the dividend—of the; home funds,;—and-of annual. advances in - 


India for ‘the: investment, the proposed. Charter may. now. be fairly said to be 
an improvement on the present ones and, \s0,far, ‘this new Charter, though 
ascontaining provisions which detract from the power,.and. must certainly. en- 
crease the. trouble. of the Executive Body, it may be said to.be worse for that 
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No. - ° Body, appears, if any distinction between their interests and Mase their Cons: 
CXLIX, 
aa stituents may be made, to be better for the Company. i 

~ Po. scabs Of one arrangement in the proposed Charter it still remains de-sobeates eat: 

‘of the whole the new, modification or enlargement> of the powers: given “to: ie Sioneies of 

Conte. Commissioners, as above detailed. 2 

It has been before observed, that the principle and pees of ‘several of’ 

these powers are contained in former Acts; but certainly, as’ they are now “ 

° specified and extended; they altogether’ constitute a more: strict. and: compre<< 

hensive controul. « Of this, the. Executive Body,'as it affects themselves, 4nd-asiity 

affects the general credit and interest of the Company;! cannot but becdeeplye 
b, sensible, They would not, however, allow. their feelings, on this Score,, torcarry. 

a “s them to an estimate of. the subject. beyond its realyamount. ‘Mortifying and: ; 

derogatory as. this new controul must certainly be, they will not venture:to:pro= 

nounce that, if the other conditions of the ‘Charter were’ found eligible} thisy! 

a would bea sufficient: motive for ‘refusing.it.)- The general _powers:of superine: : 
s tendence and controul given: by the former Charters are, in reality,»so large, that 

if they had been- exercised illiberally or vexatiously, it might. have been:difficult: » 

for the Court of Directors to. perform. their functions # and-with! réspectsto) ithe} 

present powers, much will depend on’ the spirit in which they are administered» 

If that spirit be temperate and: just, it will be practicable: to. carry, onthe Goms.. 
pany’s business: if'the powers are used’ in a. way.-which men: of ckaracter ands; 

liberal feelings cannot hg the issue may be most. serious tothe. system,of the:i t 














; ‘Company. ere apie Be 
3 EX. In looking foiace to anew Chheny: it-is aioharai to:pay-attention to: ; 
% the state of the Company’s affairs under:the presenty: The, most prominent feature: 


® in theactual circumstances of the ‘Company «is.the:territorial-debt. « “The aniount: « 
of this, and its pressure.on the home> treasury) »by: othe tranéhéf of :a large. 
portion both of ‘the principal: and. interestsof ity havec been.already mentioned, . 
In the financial embarrassment which: it has~-createdj~ the: Company ares: 
*; placed under the terms of the present: Charter; and by existing circumstances, < . 
with ‘the provisions ‘of this Charter,:were: it sstill’to.continue,, they would: remain: 5 
subject to large’ annual ‘demands on account.of the territory, for“which Alb their: 1 
commercial funds would; «inthe first. place} be liable. and, onsevery -failure.of » 
adequate supplies from India, they would-be obliged to recur to. Parliament for 
aid, 
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aid, ‘gteatly’ to their own’ trouble and ‘discredit; Beéause ‘the ground of such 
application, though entirely just, would be misunderstood; as it has already been,’ 
with manifest disadvantage'to them, ‘by the country. sh " a 

““e Instead of ‘the great accumulation’ held out'in 1793, the’circumstances into 


which the Company are brought by the vast increase of’ ‘thé territorial debt,” * 


present tiothing, under sacl’ provisions as that Act contains, but’ a ‘continuance 
of ‘financial difficulties, until the territorial income’ shall yield a clear steady 
afinual surplus above’the expendittire)’” Nor is it to be denied, that although, 
as long ‘as the Company’s commercial ‘profits should ‘suffice for the ‘payment’ of 
the’dividend,’ the’ Proprietors’ would ‘be éntitled ‘to it ; yet if, under the present 
(or'éxisting) Charter; the territotial’démands were’ such ds to absorb the homé 
funds, this dividend would not be forth¢oming; unless furnished by borrowing; 
which !would be® an“ éxpedient both Uisagréeablé and ‘liable to opposition’ and 
reproach. >: yeh PGES 1G f ; ed > 
“'Iteannot’’be'expected’ that Government should; out’ of any funds not 
appertainiig’ to the Company, ‘place them in a better situation, in this ‘respect,’ 
under the new Charter; but the provision contained im the Bill now passed, 
seciiting’ a ptiority of payment to the dividend and’ the means of meeting the 
territorial’ dethands here, will be a ‘real relief to ‘the home treasury. Still; how- 
ever, thé reduction of the Indian debt’ is, as already observed, a desideratam, 
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‘essential to the permanent prosperity of the Company's affairs, ‘This necessity“ 


exists undér the-present Charter ; it must exist equally under’ any other ; anq 
if-thé new Charter is undertaken, it must be with a fixed determination to f uce 
theIndiam expenditure: 19, a? soe gay $ 

' Before*quitting’ this point; “if tay be’ proper to observe, as conndctea with 
the \prospective view of the ‘Company’s finances, that thé estimatyg: of receipts 
and? expendituré” to March 1814,‘ when ‘the’ présént: Charter é will be about 
closing; exhibits a deficit Of “£695,396, ‘arising still from thé theecter of the tere 
siforlal debt.°" On this subject there isa provision “in ‘the Pr 


Hs ‘. oposed Charter, as. 
already mentioned. ' , 


a 


ae : mie erik " sar? ; 
Phe Court of Directors have*done® their utmost to/pr jevail On His Majesty’s 


Vv: 
Ministers *to reduce the number of King’s troops employe gin India. They have 
not -been ‘able to’get the maximum fixed’ tinder 26, 106 c mon: bot fk does" hot 


follow that this number will always be-actually emp” Joyed : anit ike Coarse: 
hopes. 


Pd 
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hopes that they willsoon be:relieved from#certain sai seulement Santos to. 
which the Company are: now. subjected. 

X. In considering the terms of the proposed Chanter: it may. be: ptopers 4 
only ta,comparé them with those of the last, but with the situation in,which the, 
Corfipany would be placed, if they svere:not to.accept this new Charters. jose NG 

If they were to look only to the justice of. their claims, {hey would; aindoubt-. 
edly, remain with an ample property-; but the question. would be, how far-Goyern~ 
ment, in the event, of a-rupture, would be disposed to.advance the national funds, 
in order to,satisfy the Company’s demands, orwhether they would not leaye,them,,. 
in,.a great degree, to the contingent, and, at best, slow realization of theirown, 
assets, the, most ready and tangible of which would be responsible, for athe Com- 
pany’s existing acceptances. and engagements in. this country. And, inysuch a. 
state of things, there might be no fund forthe payment of the. dividend, and .the,. 
value of the capital stock. would, undoubtedly, be very considerably sunk ;,.not.. 
to, insist) on what, must be, though not a primary, yet a very. impressive secondary, 
consideration, the ruin which the interests.of all_persons dzpendent.on the Com-,, 
pany. would immediately experience. iibieciectaee Mth 


XI, It, has, indeed, been suggested, that the Company,, though. accepting. 


“no mew Charter, might, by its perpetual corporate capacity, its capital, resources, . 


and experience, be able to carry on a free trade, to great advantage, with India,. 
China, Africa, and South America, 


\y [tis true, that. the Company, divested of all exclusive Charter, ‘would, 


haye. capabilities for a commerce of large extent: but, with respect to Africa, 
its east Coast is already visited by the ships of British India, which. carry on, 
with it all the little trade of which, its means are susceptible ;.the west coast of 


Africa affords Still fewer subjects for a great or. profitable trades. The Spanish ‘ ; 
colonies of South America: are, at present, interdicted from general trade by . 
the laws. of the ‘mother-country, which, regards with jealousy every design of, , 


‘breaking in on that\system. The trade of British merchantsswith those colonies 
is, therefore, carried Yon either by occasional licenses, or by smuggling. The. 
Company could not, if the Spanish. colonies: were open to. a legitimate com- 
merce, prosecute trade thither by desultory adventures, like private merchants ; 
they must, if they embarked in the trade, have establishments in. the colonies, 
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. 


and conduct»their transactions in: a ‘systematic manner, always paying the. im- 


~~ 





ee a ee 


posed duties. But for adopting such a speculation: as this, neither the known 
profits of the trade, as British subjects have hitherto: conducted it, nor the 
exclusive ‘colonial system of Spain, nor the’ situation of ‘the Companygaf the» 
present moment, can be supposed to afford them encouragement.» As tothe 
Tridian ‘trade, the Court have already contended, at great length, and on very 
strong grounds,’ that it cannot be largely increased, either outward or homeward, 
Gértainlysit offers ‘no: prospect. of great profitable inctease ; and’with respect to 
the-China trade, if it were set-free, and’ not lost'to the nation ‘in consequence, 
the'Compaay could, at’ best, rar woe a mews ‘of that peas abt whole of 
whitel they now enjoy. > 

‘XLE. The Court of Directors have thus eindavouned to state the prominent 
Riiviee of ‘the new Bill; boththose which/are' disadvantageous to the Company, 
and those“which'ate orherwise. They have ’done'theit’ utmidst ‘to’ obtain’ better 
tétms’ for’ their “Constituénts, © His Majesty's Government and’ the House of 
Commons have come to a decision, and the Proprietors ‘have ‘now to determine, 
whether they shall accept or decline the proposed Charter: “The Executive Body 
are ‘called upon to give their opinion on this momentous occasion, ‘and ‘after much 
serious Consideration, individually and:collectively, they have here to state, that 
though they deeply feel the diminution of privilege and power which this Charter 


~ will inflict upon the Company, they cannot, ‘under all the circumstances of the 


Company's situation, aud of those conditions of the new Chartét which aré favour- 
able, ‘advise their Constituents to decline it. ‘They will not even rest in this ne- 
gative opinion ; shat 45 ‘a positive conclusion is expected from them, they'sibmit 
that they have flo “other alternative? thai to advise the Company to make a fair trial 


*. of the! Proposed’ ‘Chatter. ‘They! are much influenced in thig conclusion, by thé 


térms which the Bill contains, With respect to the exclusive privilege of the China 
trade fortwetity years, tothe security of the dividend; and the itiprovenient of the 


: cottiinercial fads aff the hoine finances ‘of the Company: In’ these ‘iniportant 


branches, the “Directors deem the new’ Chartér practicable ;‘aind, in’ the last 
thrée particulars, even less liable to embarrassment than’ the” present Charter,’ 
though it be, in ‘other respects, as already’ stated, more Unfayourable. The situation 
in which'the Coipany, the'many thousands dependent on them, and'the interests 

z connected 
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No.” connected with them in this countryand-in the East, would be placed, if the 
oo Charter were now declined, also weighs much with the Court of Directors in'their 
Minute of decision; ; and they are, therefore, on their part, prepared to undertake the task of 
auth execliting the proposed Charter, if their Constituents shall see fit to accept it, 
Court. triisting that the new and very difficult situation im which they willbe placed, 


will receive due consideration and allowance: they’ will be disposed; if. the 
Charter is accepted, to give it a fair operation, according to the intention of . 
Parliament, and the privileges which private traders will derive under it. Butif, 
3 from irregular proceedings, unwarranted assumptions, or vexatious annoyances 
on the part of those traders, or froma conduct, which the Court cannot antici= 
pate, on the part of the Board of Controul, obstacles should arise to-prevent or 
4 impede the execution of the Charter by the Company, after their best ¢ndea- 
: cs vours to that end have been used, the responsibility of the failure will not attach 
to them; they will have a clear and strong case to bring before Parliament, 








ae es 


which. has prescribed the terms of the new Charter; and. if, ultimately, the “a 
relief which shall appear necessary to the performance of the functions assigned Gi 
to the Company be not-given, they will have the time and the means of makings = 
P a more deliberate and safe bargain with the Public, than if they threw up their — 
: privileges at the present moment ; whilst there would be then a better opportus 
his ; nity of providing, also, for the future government of those immense’ possessions 
2 which the Company have acquired for the country; possessions, of which the 


bi interests must ever be dear to them, and the most powerful of their motives for 
continuing, as long as they can with safety, in the management of that empire, 
which has so much flourished under their care, and for the Prosperity of which 
their system appears to be peculiarly calculated. 











(Signed) 4 a f 
THOMAS REID, ROBERT THORNTON, 
CAMPBI:LL MARJORIBANKS, : WM. FULLARTON ELPHINSTONE, 
JOHN HUDLESTON, EDWARD PARRY, 
JAMES PATTISON, _ JOHN INGLIS, 
GEORGE ABERCROMBIE ROBINSON, GEORGE SMITH, 
RICHARD TWINING, JOAN JACKSON, 
CHARLES GRANT, JOHN BEBB, - 
ABRAHAM ROBARTS, JOHN BLADEN TAYLOR, 


RICHARD CHICHELEY PLOWDEN. JAMES DANIELL,_ i 
JOHN ALEXANDER BANNERMAN, 
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COURT. OF DIRECTORS, 
Held on Friday, the 16th July, 1813. 


William Adam, Esq. the Company’s Standing Counsel, delivered in his 
opinion, (No. CLI.), as Ee a by the Resolution of the General Court of the 
‘13th instant. 

The said resolution.was then read, as was Mr. Adam’s opinion thereon. 

It was then, 

Ordered, That Mr. Adam’s opinion be laid before the General Court to be 
held this day.» 

Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. delivered in a Dissent (No. CLIT) from the Court’s 


Resolution. of yesterday, which Resolution approves the Report of the Com- 


Mittee of the whole Court of the same ‘date ; the said Dissent was read. 


Joseph Cotton; Esq. also delivered in a paper, (No. CLIII.), containing his, 


sentiments upon the Bill for renewing the Company’s Charter, as the same has 
passed the House of Commons; and Mr. Cotton therein advising and recom: 
mending the acceptance and adoption of the said Bill by the Proprietors. 
And the said paper being read, 
It was, o 
Ordered, Thatthe foregoing Dissent and Paper be laid before the General: 
Court to be held this day, 


No. XIV. E No. 


No. CL, 
Court of 
Directors, 
16th July, 
1313., 
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No. CLI. 


a : > 
Copy of the Orrion of Wititam Apam, Esq. the Company's Stand- 

ing Counsel, dated the 15th July, 1613, noticed in the preceding 

Minutes. ; ‘ 


No. CLI. The’ East-India Company exists as~a corporation under the, Charter of 
Onbitig a ‘William the Third ; which Charter is derived from the Crown, is independent 

Wm. Adam, of any Act of Parliament, and is particularly referred to and saved by a proviso 
“Esq. in the proposed Bill. 

When the proposed: Bill passes into a law, it will impose upon the East-India 
Company, asa corporation, the fulfillment of all the trusts and obligations created 
by the Bill, and will likewise regulate the enjoyment of the Tights of which ihe 
Company are in possession, _ 

These trusts and obligations, being the creation of the Legislature, can onl 
be got rid of ‘by the intervention of Parliament, which may, upon ~ oecasion® 
contemplated, impose cofiditions as the terms of release. 

Itis almost unnecessary, therefore, to observe, that as the- duties and itd 
gations thus created are not the subject of voluntary surrender, regulated by le- 
gal rules or forms, but are to be annulled only at the discretion of the Legisla- 
lature, it is in vain to look to the opinion of counsel (which deals only with rales 
of law, and not with matter of discretion) for a solution of this question. 

I feel it, However, to be my duty, ‘in obediente to the Resolution of the 
Court of Proprietors, to state, that there is no connection in law between the 
Charters that flow from the Crown, ana the Bill, which is the Act of the Legis- 
lature, so as to make the existence of the one depend upon the Company’s re- 
maining under the provisions of the other; an unconditional ‘abrogation, - 
forey, of the proposed Act, would have no effect upon the Charters. 
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. Ie is further to be observed, that the Legislature must be presumed to be» N 0, CLI, 
a by maxims of justice and equity, and the East-India Company, in wishing Opinion of 
to deliver themselves from the provisions of the Bill, must be presumed to be ac- sss a 
tuated by sound discretion, i ‘ 

Under these impressions, it may be safely predicted, if the proposed act 
should become dangerous to the safety and injurious to the interests of the 
Company, that Parliament would, in justice, relieve them from the Provigions 
of the law,without any condition calculated. to affect their. corpogate rights, in 
which case the Charters granted by the Crown, ‘for the purposes of tags. would 
-vemain entire. 


(Signed) Wiruiam AbDAM, ; 
Lincoln's Inn, 15th July 1813. ¢ oe 
* ft 
; No. CLII. . 


Corx of the ‘Disiue: of . Jacos, Se paca Esq. dated the 16th > 


July, 1813, alee noticed in the preceding Minutes. 
. ® 
° cite July \6th, 1813. 

__. Dissentient from the preceding resolution ; Because I think the ‘Bill now Ho. Cl. CLU. 
pending. in Parliament does not, by any means, render justice to the East-India Dissent of 
“Company, has. not provided for the great and leading interests of the Indian Joseph Bo- 
Empire, or is’likely finally to be beneficial or satisfactory to the Public at large. ee sag 

At this late-period, and in the present state of my healthy it is impossible 
for me,,in writing, to attempt to discuss, at large, these important topics: I must 
reserve myself to offer such reasons for my opinion to the Proprietors in General 
Court.assembled, as may be compatible with the limited nature of my abilities, 
and as circumstances may appear to me to render necessary. 

(Signed) Jacos Bosanauer. a 
E2 No. CLIIL 
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Paper of 
Jos. Cotton, 
Esq. 


a No. CLII. 


Copy of the Parer delivered in-by Josrpu Cotton, Esq, also noticed 
¢ in the preceding Minutes. 


The undersigned Director of the East-India Company having, with great 
attention, considered the existing Charter, and the. proposed terms in the Bill 
which has passed the House of Commons, and having also deliberately weighed 
the substance and tendency of the original propositions, feels no hesitation in 
stating, that had the obvious construction of those propositions been insisted 
upon, he could never have been induced to-recommend an acquiescence in the 
terms therein prescribed. 

Yet, inasmuch as the Bill, in its present form, contains so many favourable 
modifications of that outline, without adverting to the particular motives ‘or 
grounds for those ameliorations, or to the consequent variation in the opinions 
formerly entertained, and notwithstanding there are still many objections, ‘of a 
most important‘description, that prevent an unqualified approbation: of the Bill. 
under consideration, yet®as the Company, if reduced to a mete commercial 
body, could not carry on even their commerce so profitably, under the compe~ 
tition that would be excited against them by British enterprize and capital, as 
when in the possession of the political power and government of India, so it 
affords a strong argument ‘for advising that the Proprietors should accept the ~ 
teris offered, and try the experiment of that administration proposed by His 
Majesty's Government and the Legislature, ‘ . 

' fowever painful and imposing the degradation of the Court may appear, 
by the extension of the controul, in so many points, it is of too little considera- 
tion, compared ‘tothe great and substantial interests of the Company and ‘the 
country, to be allowed to weigh, in the recommendatioA to their Constituents of , 
either the acceptance ‘or rejection of the:conditions. Ze 
is As 
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* As public characters and guardians of the interests of an extensive empire, §° CLUL 


as well as those of their Constituents, he feels persuaded, that the Court of Paper of 
Directors are ready to lend their best assistance towards perfecting what the Jos. Cotten, 


Legislature of their country may prescribe ; and they are imperipusly bound. 9, 
to do, under the reasonable and considerate provisions made for the security of 
the dividend to the Proprietors. 

At the same time, he felt it an. indispensable duty to himself, and to his 
Colleagues, candidly to explain to the Court of Proprietors and the Public, 
the little probability there is, that any administration of the political xffairs 
of India can be so conducted, as to support the maintenance of that empire 
by its own resources; and if, by any acquiescence in the terms, itis to be under- 
stood that an avowal thereof is implied, or that the Court are to be responsible for 
the practicability of such an event, the contrary should be clearly and explicitly 
declared, inasmuch as, under the last Charter, not only the million proposed for 
the commerce was wholly absorbed, but the debt increased from eight millions to 


thirty millions, which the state of India rendered unavoidable; and as the expen- _ 


diture which must exist under the present establishments, will probably preclude 
the extinction, perhaps even the reduction, of the debt, so any subsequent wars 
will oceasion an4increasg thereof; and from the extent of frontier, the result of a 
most expensive and successful, though unauthorized war on the part, of the Court 
of Directors, the Company are so far mare vulnerable, hostile operations become 


” 3 course highly probable, and every movement of the army. will absorb the sur- 


plus, and rendenthe prospect of paying off the debt still more problematical. 
Exoneration therefore from such responsibility, itis to, be hoped, will. not 
-be refusedsby the high quthorities of the realm;. and, under such impression, an 
acquiescence in, and acceptance of, the conditions is advisable, 
From aréview of all the circumstances. of this severe contest, it, would. ap- 
pear that the unpopularity of the East India.Company is such, that neither the 


_.public gor private trader, with some who haye been high in.its service, -would 


have Jéeft the Company the. shadow of thelwauthority or exclusive commerce, had 
it not been for the wisdom and firniness.of Ministers ;.and it may, be presumed, 
that Government, interested as the nation is in the, welfare.and preservation of 
India, will not suffer the Company to sink under a Charter, now rendered prac. 

™ sivable 
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No. CLIE ticable by modifications which they have sanctioned. Affording, therefore, ‘as 
this cohsideration does, an additional motive for the acceptance and Adoption of 

Jon ee, the ‘proposed Charter, the Proprietors are advised and recommended to accept 
Esq. and adopt it by 

















. ms Be ieee 3 " (Signed) Joseru Corron, 
: : * : ie “ 
No, CLIV. 
: AT A 
ee _ GENERAL COURT 


OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING 


TO THE EAST INDIES, 





Hetd ‘on Thursday the 16th July; 1813. ee. x 
\ o 
No. CLIV, Minutes of last Court of the 13th instant were read. 
General The opinion of Mr. Adam, the Company’s Standing Counsel, upon the 
Pe det question proposed by the General Court on the 13th instant, was also read. ; 
: , ies The Chairman then’stated to the Court, that in obedience to tha Resolu- 
Z tion of the 13th instant, the Directors, who-are Members of the Honourable 


House of Commons, had endeavoured to obtain delay, as to the passing of the 
: East India Bill, but without success ; that they had also stated to His Majesty’s a 

, Ministers the claims of thé Commanders and Officers of the Company’s ships, 
and will still continue their exertions in favour of that, meritorious bodyof men. 

~ Minutes of the General Court of the 26th June last were then read. 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that the Court of Directomy had, in 
obedience to the General Court’s Resolution of the 26th ultimo, now read, 
tdken into their most mature consideration the i important matters therein referred 
to them; and having, in consequence, sadopted a Report in a Committee of the 


Whole Court, which was laid before the Court of Directors yesterday, and which 
received their sanction; B: And 


. ¢ 517. ) * . 
' And the Chairman submitting to the Court that the same be now read; No. CLIV. 


- am 
Minutes of the Court of Directors of the 15th instant, and the Report Genera 
from the Committee of the Whole Court, therein pees to, .were aceptuinghy 


. 


court, 
Tead, ae 10 ly, 
The Dissent of Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. to the above Resolution was also a? 
read. ’ : : . *¥ 
A paper from Joseph Cotton, Esq. was likewise read. “ e 
It was then moved, and on the question, ~ 
Resolved, That the above papers be printed for the information: of the 
Proprietors. 
The Court then, on the question, adjourned to Wednesday next. ° i 
. * 
* = 
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LIST OF FURTHER PAPERS" pie Pe 0 


Po. My Bey : , 
‘ t%. 
Respecting the Negociation for a Renewal of the East-India Compa y's exclustoé ae ¥ o% 
Privileges; printed, by Order of the Court of Directors, “= ne: of é 
the Proprietors. rors : : * 
«> 


No. CLV. Ce 
‘Minutes of a Court of Directors, held on Wednesday, the 2Ist July Ce 


No, CLVI. i- 


Copy of a Letter from William Astell, Esq. dated the 19th July 1813, noticed in the pre-e * . ve ; 


ceding Minutes. % ' poe 
é i : 


No. CLVIL. 


. e . 
Capy of a Letter from Sweny Toone, Esq. dated the 21st July 1813, also noticed in the a 
preceding Minutes, 


VS 


i. * No, CLVIII. eS 6. 
Minutes of a.General Court of Proprietors, held on Wednesday, the 21st July 1813. 4 
ar No. CLIX. ; 
come ‘Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Right Honourable the 
rls of. Liverpool and Buckinghamshire, vespectively, dated the 21st July 1813, 
* enclosing a Transcript of the Unanimous Resolution of the General Court of Pro- 
ga held the same day. 
oe No. CLX. ; ? 
Copy of.a Letter from the Right Honourable the Karl of Buckinghamshire to the Chair- 
man and Deputy Chairman, dated the 22d saly 1813, acknowledging the receipt 
of *the preceding communication. 


a 


* 


No. XV: : Ag tly eS 


t e. i aa 
No? CLV.” ae 
os . ‘ ‘ ee wee 
ATA errees i 
COURT OF DIRECTORS,“ + 


a 
Held on Wednesday, the 21st July, 1813. 

On reading a letter from William Astell, Esq., a Member of this Court, No. CEV. 
i ‘dated the 19th instant; also ° Caan or 
j ‘A letter from Sweny Toone, Esq. another Member of this Court, dated Directors, 
“this day ; both stating their reasons for not signing the Report of the Committee 
‘of the Whole Court; of the 15th instant; and both submitting their opinions, 
‘that it will be advisable for the Proprietors to accept the Bill now pending in e8 


1813. 








Parliament for the renewal of the Charter, being read ; * . ar 
; * Ordered, That the said letters be laid before the General Court to = held x 
this day, . 
Sei ae % 
: * 
nd -No. CLVI. 
gt ; : : 
Copy of a Lerrer from! Wituiam AsTELL, Esq., noticed in the 
: preceding Minutes. 
» GENTLEMEN, . East-India House, 19th July, 1813. 


‘ Having been unavoidably absent from the last two Courts, I have it No. CLV. 
only now in my power to bear testimony to the correct view taken of the present 
and proposed Charters of the Company in the Committee of the Whole Court’s*Wm., Astelt, 
Report of the 15th instant ; and however, i in minor points, I might have urged e1 
‘objections, i In my place, to some : of the reasonings in that paper, IT cannot NOW 
hesitate to declare my perfect acquiescence in what results from it, namely, the 


recommendation 
. 


21st me, ”~ 


as re 
Letter of ¥ 
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* No. ~ recommendation to the Proprietors to make a fair trial of the proposed Charter, 
CLV S under, the full persuasion, that if, eventually, obstacles should arise from any 
Letter of qe r or eatses to'prevent or impede the execution of it by the Company, 
ba Pei afiet their best endeavours to that end shall have been used, the responsibility. of 
the failure will, not attach to them; and, individually, I must be content to 
sacrifice private feelings, of great mortification at the diminished. power and 
reduced situation of the Directors, in the hope and belief that a liberal.exercise 
+ of the increased and extended powers of controul {many of which, I do not 
hesitate to say, I am still unable to see the public necessity of) will make it 
practicable and convenient for men of character,and liberal sentinient to act j 
under these regulations. ‘Thus, whilst I acknowledge that the Bill is improved or. 
and amended in its latter stages, so.considerably as to obviate much of the 3 
difficulty and dislike occasioned.on its first existence, founded upon the. Resolu- 
tions of March last, I yield to the call made upon those now honoured with the 
charge of administering the Indian system, and submit, as far as lam con- 
cerned, to make a fair experiment ef the proposed Act of Parliament, 


I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
_ Your most obedient humble servant, ~ 
(Signed)  |Witutam ASTELLe 





The Honourable Court of Directors of the : ox 
East-India Company. abe Secret z 
’ : é : Rs Be 
No. CLVII. 
~ Copy of a Letter from Sweny Toonz, Esq., also noticed in ‘the... 
preceding Minutes. wide gamntes 
No. GENTLEMEN, East-India House, Wednesday, 21st July 1813.) 


CLVII. 
fee Not concurring inal! the reasoning contained in the paper submitted 
Tetterof to the Court of Proprietors on Friday last, I could not reconcile it to” ny. mind 


$, Toone, ‘ 
Esq. = ; § to 





is Cwm) 
ipvsiped its But Iconsider it 2 duty to my Constituetits to’ state; that under all” No... : 
the circumstances of the’ case, and the knowledge F possess that every possible CLV I, 

> exertion has been used by the Executive Body to obtain better terms; and “that. = otter of 

| the responsibility of the measure rests*upon the Legislature, I ata of opinion, s. Pe 

that it will be for the interest of the Proprietors to’ accept’ the Bill,"now in its 

progress through Parliament, if it shall be passed into a law. ree i 

Trequest this paper may be submitted to the General Court this diy, pre- 
vious to the discussion which is to take plioe dposae! Bill. 






a _ Phave thehonour 19 be, pore lay : 
" ; Your most obedient, humble servant, 
> (Signed) S. Toonz, ‘ 
e§ ‘TheHonourable Court of Directors‘of the 9 97) es ety : 
© (-s'East-India Company. : REN oh ee ae “Ss 
, No. CLVIII. 
* See aS AT A 
oe GENERAL COURT 
OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING 
* TO THE EAST-INDIES, 


eee E Held on Wednesday, the 21st July, 1813. 


Minutes of the last Court of the 16th instant were read. No. 
4 The Chairman acquainted the Court, that it is met by adjournment, for the CLVEL 
; purpose of taking into further consideration the, Bill for the renewal of the General 
Company’s Charter, which Bill had yesterday passed the House of Lords.* A atet ha 

A* 1813. 


_* The Bill underwent no alteration in its progress through the House of Lords, but passed in 
: - the same state in which it was reteived from the House of Commons ; the Bill as it was submitted 
Sot for the Royal Assent will, ae rae be found to agree with that which forms No, CXXXV, in page 


? Es 


: 405, of ce collection. f : 
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General 
Court, 

F ist July, 
‘ “1813. 























_“ being disappointed, ‘this Court does not think that it would bé expedient, in 





C. 5228 p 4 
A‘ letter was ‘read from SwenyToone, Esq,; 2 Director; dated this: day;: 
stating as his opinion, that it will be for the interest of the’ — to-accept* 
thé proposed Charters” 3 

“VM letter was also read from Wilharm Astell, Esq, ., dated rh 1 instant,? 
besfing testimony to the correct view taken ‘of the present-and proposed Charters* 
of the Company in thé Report of the: Committee of the Whole Court of. the; 
15th instant, and stating his perfect acquiescence in its recommendation:to the 
Proprietors to make a fair'trial. of the proposed Charter.):: » j wig 

* George Smith, Esq., a Director, read to the Court a letter which he -had 
this day received from Charles’ Mills, Esq: also a Director; dated the 20th in- 
stant, cdntaining observations upon the important subject now: before the Court, 
and stating his'opinion that,’ upon the whole, it will be most advisable for: the 
Proprietors to accept the Charter upon :the terms proposed, rather than break ip 
this.ancient establishment, the demolition of which would-be severely felt: both 
at home and abroad, and the ultimate effects produced attended with certain loss, 
if not ruin, to the East-India Company. 

A long discussion then ae pee upon- tbe Bill for the renewal of. the 
Company's Charters; 3 ees Z Spretylove é 
~ And the following motion was siatel viz. : 
« That this Court cannot, with reference to the: interests lion: of this 


- “© Company or the Public, contemplate with entire satisfaction all the provisions 
pany p Pron 


of the Bill now pending in Parliament, entituled, « An Act for.continuing in 
“* the Bast-India Company, for a further term, the possession of the British 
«© Territories in India, together with certain exclusive privileges ; for establish- 
“« © ing further regulations for the government of the--said ‘territories, and the 
“ « better administration of justice within the same; and for regulating the 
“© trade to and froin the places within the limits of the said Company's €har- 
* < ter:? nevertheless, deferring to the’sense of the Legislature, and relying on 
its wisdom and justice, in the evént of the*expectations held forth by the Bill 






the present circumstances of the Company, to decline becoming a party t 
“the méasute® proposed; the’ Court of Direvtors ; are ‘ therefore® authoriz 
“t comnmniinigal 
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ee communicate. to His) Majesty’s Ministers the Company's concurrence in the? No. 
= : “es tage : at CLVIN, 
‘arrangement, together. with an assurance that they will zealously use their best ~~ 1 
*€ endeavours, when the Bill shall be passed intoa law, to fulfil (notwithstanding Geueral 
‘the mew difficulties they-will have to meet) all the duties which itshalt impose, one Talyy 
ef ae to its true spirit and-intention.” .— = 1613. 
» Whereupon it was moved to amend the said motion, by adding thereto. the 
following words, viz. 

» That the East-India céiitigs in thus undertaking to ere the 
“functions assigned to it by the State, avows its determination to give every 
‘effect within its’ power to the declared will of the Legislature, trusting to the % 
‘assurances of Ministers for such assistance and support, as so entire an altera= 
«tion inthe system of its affairs may render necessary. At the same time, ‘this 
« Court:think it éxpedient to caution their Directors against entering imto any 
“* pecuniary: engagements,. not absolutely required by law, which may by pussi- 
«bility interfere with: the regular payment of their dividend. «. * 

* And this Court concurring in opinion «with the Court of ‘Dpcover; that 
“the proposed ‘change inust operate to the reduction of the commercial establish- 
“ ments of the Company, abroad and at home, and to the reduction of one 

“© dlassiof. the’ ships employed in the Indian navigation; desire to assure the 
«Court of Directors of their firm support, and of their high approbation, with 
Sf regard ‘to-every suitable plan of: retrenchment and economy whieh they may 
“adopt; whether relating to theirestablishments at home or abroad, of to the 
‘© mode of conducting’ their remaining commerce ; convinced that the best and 
‘+ surest interest which they can establish with their countrymen will be, the 
“ managing with: diligence, integrity, and disinterestedness, so great a trust as 
“ that about to be committed to their charge.” 
* And the question being put, that the words proposed to be added stand part 
of the question, the same passed in the negative unanimously, 
The original question being then put, it was 

Resolved Unanimously, That this: Court cannot, with reference to the 
interests. either of this Company or the Public, contemplate with entire 
satisfaction all the provisions of the Bill now pending in Parliament, intituled, 
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“« An Act for continuing in the East-India Company, for a further term, the 


possession of the British territories in India, together with certain exclusive 
* privileges ; for establishing further regulations for the government of the said 
“ territories, and the better administration of justice within the same ; and for 
“ regulating the trade to and from the places within. the limits of the said 
‘© Company's Charter :” nevertheless, deferring to the sense of the Legislature, 
and relying on its wisdom and justice, in the event of the expectations held forth 
by the Bill being disappointed,. thig Court does not think that it would be expe- 
dient, in the present circumstances of the Company, to decline becoming a party’ 
to the measure proposed ; the Court of Directors are therefore authorized to 
communicaté to His Majesty’s Ministers, the Company’s concurrence in the 
arrangement, together with an assurance, that they will zealously use their best 
endeavours, when the Bill shall be passed into a law, to fulfil (notwithstanding 
the new difficulties they will have to, meet) all the duties which it shall impose, 
according to its true spirit and intention. 
It was then moved, and on the question, 

Resolved Unanimously, That the warmest thanks of this Court, especially 
convened for the purpose of taking into consideration the Bill for the renewal of 
the East-India Company’s Charter, be given to Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart. the late 
Chairman, to Robert Thornton, Esq. late Deputy and present Chairman, and 
the Honourable William Fullarton Elphinstone, the present Deputy Chairman 
of the Court of. Directors, and to the late and present Court of Directors, for 
the distinguished talent, exemplary zeal, and indefatigable perseverence, which 
they have displayed, during the course of a long and arduous struggle, in main- 
taining the rights and supporting the interests of the Gompany. 

The Court then on the question adjourned. 
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No, CLIX. 


Corr of a /Lerrer from the Cuarmman and Disbrs Cuarrman to 
‘the Right Honourable the Earts,of Liverroot _and Bucxrne- 
HAMSHIRE, respectively, enclosing a transcript of ‘the Unanimous 

- Resolution of the General Court of Praeons held, on the Hist 
ad 1813. 


Bast-Tndia House, Hiei 1813. 
My as : : oes <5 
We have the honor to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, the Reso-.- CLIX. 
lution which the Court of Proprietors of the East-India Company voted Chairnan 





unanimously this day. ~ ; and Deputy's 
: . Letter, , 
; We have the honor to be, My Lord, : : 
see 3 ete Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servants, 
are (Signed) Rozert Tuornron, — 


W. F. Evpuinstone. 


The Right Honourable Earl of Liverpool. pac 
The Right Honourable Earl of Buckinghamshire. 
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sident of the Board reported (27th Noy. 
Secret) - - - - - ~ 162 


ib, 


e 


97 


Conference between Ministers and the Com= TN 


mittee - - - - ~ 4163, 164 
Letter from the Earl ef Buckinghamshire, 
dated 24th instant, and draft of reply 
thereto, read (28th Dec. Seeret) + ‘= 167 
Draft of reply to the Earl of Buckingham- 
shire’s letter of the 24th instant, ap= 


proved (30th Dec. Secret) - - © 173 


% 


GENERAL INDEX. 


: Page 

Copies of petitions from the Outports or- 

. dered to be laid before the Committee (27th 
Jan. 1818, Sveret) - . 7 - 201 


$33 


. ‘Bage 
Petition of the Company, for payment of 

the debt due from the Public - - 271, 272 
See also Inptan Dear, 


Committee of Correspondence report on the? * DEPUTATION 


same (9th Feb.) « - . - 202-246 
State of. negociation deliberated on (25th 
May, Secret) - - - - - 318 
Draft of letter to the Earl of Liverpool ia 


Appointed to wait on Ministers (2d March 
1612) - - os «= - 47, 107 
Accounts shewing the present and pros- © 
peedive state of the Company's affairs, laid 


consequence, approved (26th May, Secret) id, = beforn™ena 2 a 5 x - 61 
COTTON, Joseph, Esq. Suggest Hints to be submitted to Lord Mel- — 
Observatiens of, on the bill for renewing the ville ($d March) - - - - 62 


Company's charter, as passed by. the House 
of Commons, with a recommendation of 


its adoption ss em 514-516 
COTTON TRADE of India. 

Remarks on - - “ - -° 25 
Observations. on the great quantity im- 


ported aot - - - = 243,244 
»COURTENAY, Thomas Peregrine, Esq. 


Note, inclosing copy of resolutions intended 
to be submitted to the House of Commons 
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_ them (8th June) - = - 


Hints as submitted to Lord Melville, with his 
Lordship’s remarks thereon + 62, 82, 63-70 
Confer with Ministers 62, 144, 331, 483, 
487, 488, 489 
Letter to Lord Melville, suggesting that the 
new Charter may be granted for a longer term 
of years than the last (38th March) —_74 or 79 
Leiter to Logd Melville, on securing the 
dividend of 10s, per cent. to Proprietors 
(igth March), + cote - 76orsl 
Report conference with Lord Melviile. Re- 
consider the Hints and Observations (4th 
April) wee 105 
New Depntation appointed == - - 107 
Report interview with the Earl of Bucking- 
hamshire (tIth April) - - - 107 
Deliberate further on the Hints (13th April), id, 
Approve draft of letter to the Earl of Buck- © 
inghamshire (15th April) - - - 108 
The letter to his Lordship (15th April) 108-130 
Consider Jetter from the Earl of Bucking- 
hamshire (28th April) - - = 143 
Letter in reply to the Earl of Buckingham- 
shiré (29th April) - - > 148-155 
New Deputation appointed to wait on Mi- 
nisters (4th June) - 330 
Sir Hogh Inglis requested to accompany 
- 330 
Memorandum of their conversation with 
Ministers (10th June) ~ - - 333-335 


. 
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Depuration, continued. 


Chairman reports that Deputation have wait- 
ed upon Ministers (26th June) - 
Deputation requested to confer with Minis- 
ters on certain suggested alterations in the 
Bill (7th July) -- 0 + - - - 466 
Chairman reports thejr interview with Minis- 
ters (Sth July) = - - - - - 487 
Deputation requested to have anotheg inter 
view with Ministers (9th July) "= 488 
Chairaian reports their interview. (12th JHty), ASQ 


DIRECTORS, Court or. 

_ Proceedings of Secret Committee of ‘Corres- 
pondence approved, Letter from the Rt.’ 
Hon. Robert Dundas, dated 30th Sept. 1808, 
read, also letter in reply, dated 12th Oct. 
which was approved (7th Dec. 1808, Secret) & 

Draft of another letter to the Rt. Hon, Ro- 
bert Dundas, approved (16th Dec.-Secret) 8 

etter from the Rt. Hon. Robert Dundas, 
dated 28th Dec., in reply to their letter of 
the 16th, read (13th Jan. 1809; Secret) .- 12 

Draft of letter in reply, also read - -17 

Draft of proposed letter to the Rt. Hon. . 
Robert Dundas again read and approved 
(7th Jan. Secret) -- -17 

Letter from Lord Melville to the Chairs, 
dated 17th Dec. 1811, laid before the Court 
and referred to the Committee of Corres- 
pondence to report thereon (3d Jan. 1812, 


Secret) ts - - - - - 42 
Draft of reply to Lord Melville’s letter, dated 

17th Dec., read (28th Feb. Secret) - 46 
The same cousidered (29th Feb. Secret) - 46 


The same approved, and Deputation ap- 
pointed to. waiton Ministers in consequence 


(2d March, Secret) - - - - 47 


Chairman reports, that the Deputation bave 
waited upon Lord Melville, with a paper 
containing Hints for bis Lordship’s consi- 
deration, who will state his opinions thereon 
in writing (6th March, Secret) - - 62 


~- 483 - 
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Page 
Draft of ictter to Lord Melville, requesting 
longer term than fixed by the Act of 1793 ; ; 
also draft of another letter to his Lordship 


© sibmitting that the additional dividend of 


10s. per cent. may be paid out of the gene- 
ral profits, and that the property-daty on 
the dividends may be charged on the same, 
read and approved (16th March Secret) 74, 79 


e—~ Letter from Lord Melville to the Chairs, 


dated the 21st March, in reply to theirs of 
the 4th, and inclosing his ‘‘ Observations” 
on the Hints suggested by the Deputation ; 
also letter from his Lordship, in reply to 
two letters, dated tbe 18th and 191h, laid 
before the Court and read. Papers ordered 
to be printed (241h March, Secret) ~ 73, 83 
Company’s seal affixed to petitions to the 
House of Commons (6th April) - = - 106 
Deputation appointed to conter witheMinis- 
ters (gth April) - - - - «= 106 
Draft of letter to the President of the Board 
of Commissioners, read and approved 
(15th April, Secret) =  - = + 108 
Minutes of Conversation between the Presi- 
dent of the Board and the Chairman laid be- 
fore the Court, and minute of the Court up- 
on the same agreed to (20th April, Sceret) 131 
Chairman reports minute of conference of 
Deputation with Ministers, and submits 
letter from President of the Board, dated 
27th April (28th April, Secret) . - - 144 
Letter from the President of the Board, 
dated the 27th April, read, also draft of 
letter in reply, which was approved (29th 
April, Secret) = - - - - 148 
Chairman reports conference of Committee 
of Correspondence with Ministers (2d Dec. 


Secret) - - - - =. = 163 
Chairman reports further conferences with 
Ministers (15th Dec. Secret) - - 164 


Chairs to wait on the President ofthe Board to 


_ communicate proceedings of General Court _ 


e 
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Page 
of this day, and the decided opinion of the 
Court of Directors on the danger of ex- 
tending the import trade (16thDec Sveret) 164 

Report from Committee of the Whole Court 
read and approved, and Chairs requested - 
to wait on the President of the Board with 
the same (18th Dec. Secret) - - - 165 

Chairman acquaints the Covrt that himself 
and the Deputy have waited upon the Pre- 
sident of the Board accordingly (22d Dec. 
Secret) : “oe - - - 166 

Letter from President of the Board, dated 

"the 24th Dec. and proposed draft of letter 
to his Lordship in reply, read (28th Dec. 
Secret) - - 167 
” The said draft approved (30th Dec. Secret) 173 
Letter from President of the Board, dated 
the 4th Jan, read (5th Jan. 1813, Secret) 181 
_ Report from the Committee of Correspon- 
dence on the petitions from the Out-ports, 
and draft of letter to the Earl of Bucking- 
hamshire, transmitting copy of the same, 
read and approved, and ordered to be trans- 
mitted to his Lordship. Draft of Petition 
to the House of Commons also read and 
approved (10th Feb.) - 7 = © = 201 

Letter from Secretaries to “ Society for pro- 
tection of Religious Liberty,” dated 11th 
March, transmitting resolutions, of Special 


Meeging of that Society, read (12th March), 275 - 


Letter from SimGeorge Staunton, Bart. trans- 
mitting copy of apaper on the China trade, 
referred to the Committee of Correspon- 
dence (1gth March) - - - - 279 

Copy of Resolutions submitted to the House 
of Commons by Lord Castlereagh, laid 
before the Court and read (23d March) - 303 

Note from T. P. Courtenay, Esq. dated 22d 

« March, transmitting copies of several reso- 
lutions intended to be proposed in the 
House of Commons, read; and draft of 


" Secret) - - . 
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the Secretary's letter in reply, read and 
approved, Also drafts of Petitions to the 
Houses of Lords and Commons, read and 
approved (24th March) =~ - - - 304 
Letter from the Secretaries to the Protestant 
Society, requesting an early answer to their 
letter of the 11th March, read ; and draft of 


Secretary's letter in reply, read and approved 
(6x) March) - - . - - 31h 


 Propos sons submitted by Lord Castlereagh 


to th\ House of Commons on the 22d 
March, again taken into consideration 
(26th March) - - > - - 317 
Draft of letter to Sir Hugh Inglis, trans- 
mitting copy of General Court’s resolution 

of the 24th March, read and approved (J9th 
May) - - - - - . = 317 
Draft of proposed letter to the Earl of Li- 
verpool read and approved, and ordered ta 

be transmitted by the Chairs to the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, with a copy for his own 
use, and request that his Lordship will for- ~ 
ward the same'to Lord Liverpool (26th May, 
Secret) me we BQ 
Letter from Sir Hugh Inglis, dated 21st May, 

in reply to the Secretary's of the 19th, and 
expressing his best thanks for the terms of 
the resolution communicated to him (26th <, 
~May) - - - - - - 325 
Copy of Propositions intended to be sub- 
mitted to the House of Commons this day, 
read. Letter from the Earl of Liverpool to 
the Chairs, dated the 29th May, in reply 

to theirs of the 27th, and proposing a con- 
ference between the Chairs and the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire and himself, laid before 
the Court; and Chairman reports. minute 

of said conversation (31st May, Secret) - 327 
Propositions submitted to the House of 
Commons further considered (ist June, 
= 329 


b Pi 
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Directors, Court oF, continued. : 
Propositions under consideration of the 
House of Commons, further deliberated 
- 329 
Consideration of Propositions resumed, and 


‘upon (2d June, Secret) _ - 


Deputation appointed and requested to soli- 
cit an interview with Ministers (4th June, 
Sceret) 7 - eS - - - 330 
Sir Hogh Inglis requested to accompa, Db” 
putation (Sth June, Secret) . + © es i- 330 
Chairman commui¥cates substance of con- 
versation between Ministers and the Depu- 
tation (10th June, Secret) - . « - 331 
Present state of the Company's affairs fur- 
ther considered (12th June, Secret) - 331 
Note from Lord Buckinghamshire to the 
Chairman, dated the 13th June, returning 
Memorandum received from the Chairs.of 
the substance of a conversation, which his 
Lordship acknowledges to be corréct (15th 
June, Secret) ~~ - - = = 332 
‘Minute proposed to be submitted ‘to General 
Court, read and approved (21s¢ June, Secret)335 
Committee appointed to prepare “f An Ac- 
count shewing the present state of the 
Company's Affairs” (22d June) - - 483 
Chairman reports interview between Depu- 
_ tation and Ministers, and Court resolve, 
that when the full extent of the Bill shall 
be known, they will, if called upon, deli- 
ver their best opinion thereon (26th June, 
Secret) - : - - . - 
Several accounts, prepared by Committee ap- 
pointed 22d June, submitted to the Court 
and ordered to lie for consideration (26th 
June) - B - - - - 484 
The Bill, as amended on its second recom- 
mitment, laid before the Court, and read _ 
+ and considered clause by clause (6th July), 486 
Deputation to solicit a conference with 
Ministers on the subject of several claus 


ib, 
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Page 
ses proposed to be added to the Bill (7th 
July) - - - - - - + 486 
Chairman reports conference of Depatatior : 
eweh Ministers (8th July) - : - 487 
Chairman reports further “conference be« 
tween the Deputation and M:nisters, and 
Court request Depntation to wait upon 
Ministers again (gth July) - - - 488 
Chairman reports further conférence between 
the Deputation and Ministers ; and (‘ourt 
read aud consider new clauses added and 
alterations made in the Bill (12th July) - 489 
Court resolve themselves into a Committee 
of the Whole Court to take into considera~ 
tion the Bill now passed the House of 
Commons (i4th July) - soe - 491 
Court again resolve themselves into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole Court, and being 
again resumed, read and approve a Report 
from the said Committee, and order it to be 
submitted to the General Court (15th July), 4g 
Mr. Adam’s opinion, and Messrs. Bosauquet 
and Cotton's dissents read, and ordered to be 
Jaid before General Court (16th July) = 514 
Letters from W. Astell and S. Toone, Esqs. 
stating their reasons for not signing the 
Report of the Committee of ghe Whole 
Court read, and ordered to be laid before 


General Conrt (21st July)" = - + 519 
Thanks of General Court given to the 

Directors - -» 98, 159,186, 194, 524 
DISSENT. 


Bosaaguet, Jacob, Esq. dissents from the 
Report of the Committee of the Whole 


Court on the Bill for renewing the Com- 
- 513 


pany’s exclusive privileges - - 
DIVIDENDS. 
Correspondence with Lord Castlereagh, on 


paying the Income Tax on the Company's _ 
Dividend + - - 67-73, or 71-78 
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Page 
Expediency of providing for the Dividend 
of 10s, per cent. out of the general profits, 
: 76 or St 
And for securing to Proprietors their Divig , 
dend of 104 per cent - 64 and 84, or 68 
Dividends must be reduced, if China Trade 
be thrown open - - - - 322-323 
Dividends to be paid before the Company’s 
commercial profits are liable to any terri- 


torial payment - - ” - $03, 504 


DUNDAS, Rt. Hon. Robert. 
See Lord Viscount Metyiute, 


DUTIES. 

Amount of Duties of Customs and Excise, 
received on goods exported and imported by 
the Company, in the year ending January 
18iil - - : - - - - 61 

Power of levying daties in India on British 
subject® to be continued to the Company on 
its preseut footing - > - - 63,113 


E, 
EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 
Cousparative view of their situation in 1793 | 
and 1812) > : - - - ee 
Injurious effects demonstrated, that would 
result from depriving the Coinpany of their 
23-30 
Vindication of the Company from the charge 
of making calls on the Public for money, 
for prosecuting ruinous concerns - 50 et seq. 
The principal difticully they have had to 


encounter, an inadequate capital — + - 51 
Amount of their permanent debt - 52, 57-59 


exclusive Trade - - ° - 


Causes thereof - - 7 7 

“The exclusive trade to India by the Com- . 
pany, a means of acquiring and preserving 
India to Great Britain - - - - 53 


Page 
- Amount of contributions made to the Public | 
by the Company - - - - 53, 60 
Oulay, commercial and territorial, of the 
57-59 
Account of customs aud excise duties paid by 
the Company, in the year ending January 
lk - + = - - - - + 61 
Reasons why the Company ought to be ex- 
einai from the operation of the income- ; 
tax ye ss é - ‘+ 72, 75, 76 
Petition of the Company to the Fouse of 
Commons. for leave to bring in a Bilk for 
* renewing their Charter - 99-105 
Surplus funds to be applied to diminution of 
debt, until redcced within ten millions, 68, 128 
Present amount of their capital - - 154 
Bencfits produced to the nation by the Com- 
pany = = 198-197, 199, 210-215 
The discharge of the Company's political 
functions depends on the continuance of its 
commercial privileges = - - 
The Compans's trade provéd, on the whole, 
not to have decreased =~ - 215, 2i6 
Review of the origin and progress of the - 
London Company - > 252 et seq. 
The English Company incorporated - 255 
Union of the two Companies + - 256 
State of the United Company’s possessions 
in 1702 =. 7 * 257, 258 


" Company at home and abroad - - 


ae - 


197 


_ Progress of their territorial acquisitions in 


India + 7 oe - - 258, 259 
Benetits conferred by the Company on the 
natives of India + - - 262~264 


Statement of their financial operations, 265-268 
Petition of Company for renewal of privi- 


leges - 2 eS 252-270 


- 52 * Petition for payment of debt due from the 


public to the Company - - 271, 272 
Cons:derations on the nature of their trade 
with China- -« - = * 


b2 


26) ef seq. 
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East-Innra Company, continued. EXPORTS or INDIA. 
Considerations on the new Charter offered to Enumeration of, with Remarks 24 et seq. | 
them + - - - - 492-510 Amount of exports of British India to Lon- 
Proceedings of General Courts of Proprietors ed@a, America, and Foreign Europe, for 
of Fast-India Stock: see Genenau Courts. six years, from 1802~3, to 1807-8 55, 56 
- ECCLESIASTICAL ESTARLISTI- - Amount of private exports from Bengal, 
MENT. ; from 1793-6 to 1s0I-2. - en 238 
Provision to be made for maintenance of in Amount of private exports from British 
India - - - s - 3.52 Judia, from 1802-3 to 1810-11 - 239 
ELPHINSTONE, the Hon. W. F.} EXPORT TRADR. 


Appointed Member of Deputation, 47, 107, 330 Resolutions of the Merchants and others 


Joint letter from dim, as Chairman, to the 
President of the Board of Commissioners 74 


interested in the export trade to India and 
China, from the port of London (25th 


Joint letter from him, as Deputy Chairman, | April 1812) . * = 138-140 
to the Earl of Liverpool . - 319, 525 ae Petition, addressed by them to the House of 
Commons ~ - - - 141-143 


Joint letter from him, as Deputy Chairman, 

to the President of the Board of Commis- 
sioners - - - - ~ . $25, 525 
Appointed Member of Committee to pre- 
pare accounts of the state of Company’s 


Evils attendant on the extension of the ex- 
port trade to other ports than that of guon- 
don - - - - - 1497155, 158 

No large or sudden addition can be made to 


- affairs. - - - coe - 483 exports to India or China me Moe 195 
Thanks of Gest Court of Proprietors for : 

his conduct ~ - - - - - 524 : F, 
ENGLISH EAST-INDIA COMPANY, FINANCES. , she 
Origin and progress of it~ 255 Statement of the financial operations oF the 
United with the London ‘East-India Com- Company = - = se pe 265-268 

pany + - ° - - = 256 Observations on the finances of the Com- 
EVIDENCE. see pany, as affected by the new Bill 498-500 
Abstract of evidence adduced before the The commercial profits of the Company not 

House of Commons, on the ruinous con- to be liable to any territorial payment till 

sequences of admitting the Outports to dividends be first satisfied = = 503 

partake of the India trade + 320, 32% _ FREE TRADE: 

Remarks thereon « - - 321, 32 

See Private Trane. 

NX CISE, 

Amount of excise on goods imported and - FREIGHT. 

exported by the Company in the year Comparative Table of American and British 


- ending January 1811 05 - - ~ OL charges for + - bd = 230, note. 
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: Page 
GENERAL COURT or PROPRIE- 
TORS. 
Several Papers laid before the Court and 
read, and consideration of the same ad~ ~ 
journed (25th March 1812) - - = 95 
Papers cead on the 25th March taken into 
consideration, the conduct of the Directors 
approved, and the interest of the Proprie~ 
tors in the negociation for a new Charter 
confided to their care; also Draft of Peti+ 
tion to the House of Commons read and 
“approved (2d April) - - -~— = 
Recommend Court of Directors to persevere 
in resisting the measure of extending the 
trade fo the Outports, and declare the 
thanks of the Court to Randle Jackson, 
Esq. and to the Chairman, Deputy, and 
Court of Directors (5th May) -  - 
Farther prpers taken into consideration, #nd 
thanks of the Court given to the Directors 
(5th January 1813) - 
Papers again taken into consideration, and 
the debate thereon adjourned (19th Jan.) 191 
Papers again taken into consideration, and 
debate thereon further adjourned (22d Jan.) 193 
Papers again taken into consideration, and 
several Resolutions agreed to, expressing 
the deep. regret of the Court at the critical 
‘point at which.the negociation bad arrived, 
‘at the serious injuries likely to result to the 
Company from the concessions proposed to 
» be granted to the Outports, and approving 
the exertions of the Directors, and tendering 
thanks to them and the Chairs (26th Jan.) 194 
Petition to House of Commons for renewal 
of exclusive Privileges, also Petition for 
relief by way of loan, read and considered ; 
and Report from the Committee of Cor- 
respotblence on the petitions from the Out- 
ports read (17th Feb.) - - - 249 


157 


185 


— 


97 
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: Page 
Petitions to the House of Commons again 
considered, and several amendments having 
been made therein, the same approved, and. 
the Company's seal ordered to be affixed 
tothem (23d Feb.) §- = + ° 252 
Resolutions proposed to be submitted to the 
House of Commons by Lord Castlereagh © 
read and considered, and the Company's. 


Hous s of Lords and Commons, to be 
heard uy counsel, and examine evidence at 
the bars of the Houses. The thanks of the 
Court also given to Sir Hugh Inglis, and 
his aid and assistance solieited during the 
remainder of the negociation (24th March) 305 
Several Papers read, and further considera- 
tion of them adjourned (22d June) - 343 
Papers again considered, and copy of Bill 
* pending in Parliament laid before the Court, 
Resolved, ‘Fhat when the Bill_ shall have 
passed through the Committée of the 
House of Commons, that 2 General Court 
be summoned, at which the Directors will 
be pleased to deliver their respective opi- 
nions, as to the practicability or acting 
under the said Bill with security to their 
capital, certainty as to their dividend, and 
advantage to themselves and the public, 
(26th June) - - - - - 485 
Court meet to consider the Bill; but it being 
expected the Committee of the House will 
make their report-on the said Bill imme- 
diately, a Deputation of the Court, of Di- 
rectors to have a conference with Ministers 
respecting sevetal clauses therein, 
Court adjourned (9th July) + =. Bz 
“Bill read, and Court resolve, That it ‘is im- - 
possible to decide upoo the same in its 
present imperfect state, but that such Di- 
rectors as are in Parliament do move and 






seaordeed to be affixed to Petitions to the: : 
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Gevenat Court or Proprietors, .,the late and present’ Court of Directors, 
continued. (21st July) - = ee ~ 521 
support in the House of Commons, and GOVERNOR GENERAL and GOVER- 
. such. communication take place with Minis- ~ “NORS or PRESIDENCIES, 
ters as may be deemed expedient, that the Appointment of to remain with the Direo- 
third reading of the Bill be deferred, to tors, subject to the approbation of “His 
give the Proprietors a reasonable time to Majesty = @ oa@ °° 310, 351 
_ consider the same, That the Standin GRANT, Charles, Esq. 
Counsel give his opinion, © Wheth-—in  ~“Joint letter from him, as Chairman, to the 
“* case of the Proprietary agreeing te act President of the Board of Commissioners 41 
“under the Bill, they can deliver theme Joint letter from him, as Deputy Chairman, 
‘selves from its provisions, without re- to the President of the Board of Commis- 
* signing their existing Charter?" That sioners - - = = = 7,918, 74, 
Ministers be requested to enter a clanse in Appointed Member of Deputation +07, 330 
the Bill to enable the Company to provide Appointed Member of Committee to prepare 
for the- commanders and officers of their accounts of the state of Company'saffairs 492 


ships (13th Joly) == 489 GRATUFTIES and PENSIONS 
Opinion of Standing Counsél read. Chair- To civil and military officers to be limited 

man acquaints the Court that it has not ee SNA 2 a 310, 351 

been possible to obtain delay in passing the : ae 


Fast-India Bill; ‘Report from Committee 


of the Whole Court, -framed in conse- - H. 

quence of the Resolution of General Court HEMP. ; ; 

of the 26th June, read ; as also the dissent Remarks on the exportation of hemp from . 
of J. Bosanquet, Esq. and a paper from- ‘India ct ew 25, 26 


J. Cotton, Esq., and the same ordered to HINTS for the Basis of a new Charter, 
be printed (16th July) = : + 516 Approved by the Committée of Correspon- 


Letters from 8, Toone, W. Astell, andC. Mills, dence and submitted to the consideration of 
“Esqrs., recommending the Proprietors to ac~ Lord Melville 7 ot 2 63-70 
cept the proposed Charter, read. Court His Lordship's observations thereoy 63-70, 82-84 
resolve, That they cannot contemplate with Letter from the Deputation to the Earl of 
entire satisfaction all the provisions of the Buckinghamshire upon the same subject - 
Bill; nevertheless, relying on the wisdom 5 108-130 
and juice of the Legislature, they concur HOUSE or COMMONS. 
in th8™&rangements of the: Bill, and will Resolutions proposed by Lord Castlereagh, 
enceayour to fulfil all the duties imposed relative to renewing the Company's Char- 
by it. Thanks of the Court given to Sir © * ter (224 March 4813) - - = 306-311 
H. Inghs, R. Thornton, Esq., the Hon. Resolutions communicated to the House of 


WW... Elphinstoue, and the Members of Lords - = = s+ w 35-352. 


Page 
i ; 
INCOME TAX, : 
Corsespondence with Lord Castlereagh on -- 
the subject of relieving the dividends there= ~ 
from ~  s - = 67-73, 71-78 
Application to Parliament concerning it inex- 
pedient in the opinion of Lord Melville 86, 86* 


Reasons for allowing it - - 2 128 


IMPORTS. 

Amount of imports ioto British India from 
London, America, and Foreign Europe, 
from 1802-3 to 1807-8 - - 55, 56 

Ministers of opinion that imports from India 
should not be confined to the Port of 
London == = = = 

Ministers can submit no arrangement to Par- 
liament that dees not ensbrace an extension 
of it- - - - - - - 

Imporis from India are now carried to the 

fall extent of their demand + - ~ 195 

Amount of private imports into Bengal from 
London, from 1795~6 to 1801-2 - = 238 
Amount of private imports into British India 

" from London, from 1802-3 to 1810-11 = 239 
Amourt of imports from India in privilege 
trade, from 1793-4 to 1811-12 + - 241 
Amount of imports from India, in private- 
trade of commanders and officers, from 

3793-4 t0 1811-12 = e+ 24D 


182 


Remarks thereon - - - 3, 244 
INDIA. : . 
Bullion, the medium of commerce with, in 


ancient and in the present time 21, 22, 283 
The extension of private-trade to India, not 
likely to Jead to new articles of commerce 

23, 240 

List of its exports, with remarks thereon, 24-26 
Proofs, that the throwing open the Indian 

trade would not ultimately be beneficial, 26-28 
Effects resulting from this measure consi- 

dered.» = s+ = = = 28-32 
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. Page 
Preserved to Great Britain only by the Com- 
pany’s exclusive trade -.+ - te 5B 
Benefits resulting to the Public from the: ° 
exclusive trade to India - - - 54 
Amousts of exports and imports from and to 
British India,- to London, America, and 
Foreign Europe, for six years, from 1502-3 - 
tol807-8 -=  - + 55 +BT 
“r preventing an unrestrained inter- - 
coutse with India - 63, 64 or 65, 67, 126 
India affords no rational hope of new chan- 
“nels for opén trade - - - - 230 
Proofs, from the state of private-trade, that 
No opening can be expected for the sale of 
European articles in India - - ~+ 240 
General view of imports from India, in pri- 
vilege trade, from 1793-4 to iStl-12 = 241 
General view of imports from India, in prize 
vate trade of commanders and officers, from 
1793-4to 1811-12 = sw 242, 
Remarks thereon - So, - 243, 244 
Irremediable mischiefs attendant on throw- 
ing open the trade to India - + 244-246 
Political, moral, and civil state of India, ame- 
liorated by the Company's administration - 
. 262-264 
INDIAN DEBT. 
Liquidation of = - = 
‘Amount of _° - i 
Causes of 
Proposal for liquidating - 
See also Dent. 
INDIA-BUILT SHIPS. 
To be employed during the war, and till 
eighteen months after peace - . ~ 310 
INDIANS. 
‘Their peculiar manners and habits, hostile to 
the extension of trade with them ~- 21, 29 
INDIGO. : 
Abundant produce of, in India - - 
Remarks on the great proportion of Indigo 
imported = = - . = + 243,244 


+10, 14, 309, 350 
"= §2, 57, 59 
52 
65 and 84, or 68 
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INGLIS, Sir Hugh, Bart. . 
Appointed Member of Deputation 47, 107, 330 
Joint Letter from him, as Deputy Chairman, 

to the President of the Board of Commis- 

- 47, 87 

Joint letter from him, as Chairman, to the 
‘President of the Board of Commissioners 


“. sioners - - - - - 


GENERAL INDEX, 
Page - 


Page 
In what manner the Company to be 
charged - 64 and 84, or 68, 126, 197. 
Proposals relative to their pay - — - 
Bee 64 and 84, or 68, 127, 128 
The number to be employed in India, under 
the new Charter, and maintained at the 


Company's expence, to be limited, 311, 351 
162,174,247 ° Qbservationsthereon - - - 507 
Minute of Conversation between him™-ad es, 
Earl of Buckinghamshire - - - 133 L. 
His Letter, .as Chairman, to Sir ‘George 
Staunton 3 e a aS - 279 LASCARS. 
His Letter, as Chairman, to the Secretaries Lascars, brought home in private ships, te 
to the Society for Religious Knowledge- 278 be under what regulations Hy 


General Court solicit his aid and assistance 
- during the remainder of the negociation 
for renewing the Charter (24th. March 
1813) = = 806 
Assistant Secretary's letter to him, enclosing 
the above resolution (1gth May)* ~ - 317 
Letter from Sir Hugh, in reply, tendering his ~ 
assistance: in procuring a renewal of the 
Charter (21st May 1813) - - = = 326 
Sir Hugh Inglis added to the Deputation, 
‘appointed to confer with Ministers on the 
Company's Affairs (8th June) : - 330 
Thanks of General Court: of Proprietors 
for his conduct - 159, 200, 306, 524 


J. 
JACKSON, Randle, Esq. 


General Court ‘of Proprietors return him 
thanks for zeal, ability, and industry dis- 
played for the advantage of the Company 159 


K. 
KING'S TROOPS 


Political evils resulting from the introduction 
of « - = ~ - - 36 

Wamber of His Majesty's forces in India to 
belimited - - 64 and 84, or 67, 126 


a 


64 and 82, or 66, 126, 310 
LIVERPOOL, Earl of. 

Letter to his Lordship from the Chairs, on 
the impolicy of extending the trade to the 
Outports, (27th May 1813) - ~ 319-324 

His Lordship states, in reply, that he does 
not see any ground to recommend an alte- 
ration‘in the procéedings now before Parlia- 
ment (29th May) - - - - 328 

Assists at a conference between Ministers and 
the Chairs - - - - - - 328 

Assists at a conference between Ministers and 
the Deputation = - “te # B3L 

LONDON EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

Sketch of its origin and progress = 252-254 

Incorpggaied with ‘the English East-India 
Compaby ©- “'s- - -~ et. = 256 

LONDON, Port of. -  «~ 

Private-trade to be confined to the Port of 


London - - - - - - 64 
Reasons for continuing this practice - - - 114 
Tt secures the duties to Governmént - - 115 
Prevents smuggling, in a great degree ~ ib, 
And various other abuses | + - 115, 116, 


A contrary practice would affect the re- 
export trade, and miay other interests:< 
117-119 


GENERAL INDEX. 


Page 
Ministers of cpinion that the import trade 
_ from India should not be confined to it— ~ 
(27th April 1812) ~ = = = 146 
Evils attendant on extending the export trade~ ~ 
to other ports - - - - 149-155 
Petition for confining the trade to India and 
China to the Port of London - WAl-143 
Number of persons engaged in supplying the 


Company's shipping on the Thames, &c. - 154__ 


On whose account the trade ought to be con- 
fined to London -" +) - a - 196 


_ LONG, Rt. Hon. Charles. 
Present at a conference between Ministers 
andthe Deputation - = - - = OL 


M. 


MELVILLE, Lord Viscount. 
Letter to the Chairs, on the expediency of ap- 
* plying to Parliament for renewing the Com- 
pany’s Charter (30th September 1608) - 5 
Reply of the Chairs thereto (12th October) 6-7 
Letter to the Chairs, suggesting terms for 
renewing the Charter (28th December) 12-17 
¢  Replyaof the Chairs thereto (13th January 
1809) © = = 7 = = 18-39 
Conferences bétweert his Lordship and the 
Chairs - - 39, 61, 65 or 70, 105 
Assista at a conference between Ministers 
and the Chairs - : - - - 61 
Letter-to the Chairs on the terms for renew- 
ing the Charter (17th December 181i) 43-45 
Reply of the Chairs thereto (4th March 
1812) - - ~ - - 47-55 
His, Lordship’s observations on the Hints 
submitted to him by the Deputation, 63-70, 82 
Letter from the Deputation to his Lordship as 
“to the period of the proposed Charter (18th 
March) - - - - - 74,79. 
Further letter on, securing the dividend of 
40s. per cent. to Proprietors, and exempting 
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Page 
the dividends from’ property-tax (19th 
March) - - - - - 76, 81 


Letter to the Chairs on the terms proposed 
for a renewal of the Charter (21st March) 
78, 83 
Further letter as to the period of the pro- 
posed Charter, the dividend of 10s. per 
cent., and the inexpediency of exempting 
a théNdjyjtods from property-tax (23d 
Marck: N - - . - - 85, 85* 
Note tothe Chairs, inclosing resolution of 
persons intcwested in the Tin trade (5th 
Marcb) - - - - - - 87 


MERCHANDIZE. 

Amount of merchandize imported into, and 
exported from British India to London, 
America, and Foreign Europe, for six years, 
from 1802-3 to 1807-8 : - 55-57 

MILITARY EXPENCES, 

‘Apportionment of, between the Company 

and the Publig - = .- 11,15, 311,351 


MILITARY SEMINARY. 
To be under the direction of the Board of 


Commissioners = - - - - 352 


MILITARY STORES. 
Reasons for prohibiting their exportation to 


India - - - - ‘- 65,122 


MILITARY SYSTEM. 


Danger of changing the present military sys- 


tem of India - - - 33 et seq. 
MILLS, Charles, Exq. 
Appointed Member of Deputation 47, 230 


His opinion, that upon the whole it is ad- 
visable to accept the proposed Charter + 522 


MISSIONARIES. 

Correspondence and resolutions of the Pro- 
testant Society for Religious Liberty, relative 
to removing impediments, to the access of 
Missionaries tolndia + 275-278, 312, 313 

c 


$44 


MONOPOLIES, 
Observations on commercial monapolies - 204, 
209, 210 
The monopoly of the Company charged with 
: having produced the greatest injury to the 
Nation - - - - - 204, 205 
Refutation of this charge = - 210-215 


MONTESQUIEU, President. 
Profound remarks of, on the genius, Yaacte- 
ter, and wants of Iudia - - 933,234 
ae 


, 


Oo. 
OUTLAY. 
Annount of commercial and territorial outlay 
of the Company, at home and abroad 57-59 
OUTPORITS, . 
Argaments by which Merchants of the Out- 
ports enforce their claims to participate in 
the Indiatrade = - - - fe - 119 
Examination and refatation thereof 120, 121 
Evils resulting from this meawre” - 122, 196 
Ministers refer the Court for the arguments 
of the Merchants to their Petitions to Par- 
liament, (Ath January 3813) - - ~ 182 
Abstract of the petitions presented to.Parlia- 
ment from the Outports, claiming to partake 
in the East-India trade, with remarks, 204 ef seq. 
Their claims refated - - - 216-221 
Proofs of the impolicy of admitting the Out 
ports to participate in the Indian trade 


335, 320-324 
Allowed to export and import under certain 
regulations ~  -5 “= 307,345, 348 
P. 


PARRY, Edward, Esq. 
Joint letter from him, as Chairman, to the Pre- 
sident of the Board of Commissioners 6, 9, 18 
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Appointed Member of Deputation + 47, 107 


PELLATT, Mr. Thomas. 


See Proresranr Socierr. 


Pars 

PENSIONS 

To civil and military officers to be lie 
mited - - - - 


- 310,354 
PERCEVAL, Rt. Hon. Spencer. 


* —Assists at a conference between Ministers and 


the Chairs - S - 2 - 


PETITIONS. 

Petition of the East-India Company to the 
House of Commons, praying leave to bring . 
in a bill or bills, relative to the Indian ter- 
titories and trade (1812) - - 99-105 

The Company's seal ordered to be affixed 
thereto, and that the Petitions be presented 106 

Petition of the merchants and others? inte- 
rested in the export trade to India and China 
from the port of London, that the export 
trade may be confined to that port - 141-143 

Petition of the East-India Company to the 
House of Commons for renewal of privi- 
leges (1613). : - - + 242-270 

Petition from the East-India Company to 
the House of Commons,. for Bayment of 
money due by the Public. = 271-273 

Petition to the House of Lords for renewal 
of privileges and to be heard by counsel 314 

Petition to the House of Commong, to be 
heard by counsel - - . - 315 


PIECE GOODS. 
Reasons for continuing the existing law re- 
lative to PieceGoods - 63 and 83, or 65, 122 


- OL 


Resolutions of the Buyers and others inte- 
° 


rested in the sale of East-India Piece 

Goods - - - - - 134-137 
Value of Piece Goods privately imported in 

1803, 1804, and 1805 - - - 


- 237 


, : : GENERAL INDEX. 


*3 . Page 
PRESIDENT of the Boarp of Com- 
MISSIONERS. 
See Viscount Castuergacn; Viscount Mer- 
vitve; and Earl of BuckinGHAMSHIEE. 


PRIVATE-TRADE. 
Mr. Dundas's proposal for extending it - 16 
General observations on - - - 20 


Examination of the supposed benefits that — 


may result from itsextension - - 20, 24 


The trade already allowed unprofitable - 22, 


The discovery of new articles of commerce, 
notlikely - 2 > as a - 23 
The extension of Private-Trade would, on 
the retora of peace, throw a large number 
of seamen out of emsloy - . - 
Reasons for confining it to the port of Lon-. 
don - 63 and 82, or 64, 115, e¢ seq. 
The duty“on, to be increased to five per 
cent - - - 63 and 82, or 64, 122 
Noshiptosail without licence, 63 and §2,0r 64,130 
The ships of private persons to be subject to 
the same regulations as the Company's 
ships = - 64 and 83, or 66 
But none to be allowed of less than 400 tons 
burthen © - - - - - - ib, 
Additional reasons for this regulation 123-126 
Private-traders not to be admitted to the 
Spice islands - - - - 129, 130 
Private ships to sail direct, to and from In- 
dia -  -- - - - - - 130 
But not to engage in coasting trade - ib, 
Nature of Private-Trade considered + 234 
Value of private goods from India remaining 


in the Company's warehouses - - 237 
Value of (private) sold goods remaining in 
warehouses, Jan. 1, 1813 + - - ib. 


Statement of private trade between London 
and Bengal, from the year 1795-@to 1801-2, 
botb years inclusive - oe - - 238 
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Page 
Statement of private trade between London 
and British India, from the year 1802-3 to 
to the year 1810-11, both years inclusive 239 
Real causés of the apparent increase of pri- 
vatetade - = - = = - ih 
Proof from the whole, that no new opening 
can be expected for the sale of European 
articles in India - - - - + 240 
-lmports 6m India, in privilege trade, from 
1793-4 to 1841-12 - - - - 241 
Imports Sam India in private-trade of com- 


manders anc officers, from 1793-4 to 
USll-12 0 + - - 7 =i ~ 242 
Remarks thereon - - ~ 243,244 


PROPERTY TAX on Dividends. 


See Income Tax. 


PROPRIETORS or East-Ixpra Stack. 


See Generar Covurr. 


PROTESTANT SOCIETY, for Protce- 
tion of Religious Liberty. 

Letter from Messrs. Pellatt and Wilks, secre- 
taries to the society, inclosing the society's 
resolutions (11th March 1813) - 275,276 

Res@utions of the society, for facilitating the 
access of Missionaries to India (2d March) 

276-278 

Letter from Secretaries to the Chairman of 

the Company, soliciting answer to former 
- 312 
- 313 


letter - - - - . 
Reply thereto : - : - 


R. 


RAW-SILK. 

Sufficient produced in India to supply not 

. only England but great part of the Con- 
tinent - - - - - - -~ 4 

Reasons for confining the Raw-Silk trade to : 
the Company - 63 and 83, or 64, 122 
e2 
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RESOLUTIONS 
OF persons interested in the Tin Trade, 
(24th Feb.1812)- = - ee 
OF buyers and others interested in the sale of 
East India Piece Goods (21st April) - 134 
Of the merchants and others, interested in 
the export trade to India and China from 
the Port of Londoa (25th April) - 138-140 
OF the Protestant Society for protextion ¢f 
religious liberty, for facilitating the access of 
Missionaries to India (2d March 1813)A76-278 
Resolutions proposed to be Sue the 
House of Commons, for renewal of Charter, 
(22d March) - + ~~~ 306-311 
Resolutions communicated by the House of 


Commons to the House of Lords, at a 
conference - - - + 345 et seq. 


ROBERTS, John, Esq. 


Joint letter from him, as Depaty Chairman, 
to the President of the Board “of Com- 
missioners - 2 ote se. 8 - 7 


ROBINSON, George Abercrombie Esq. 


Appointed Member of Committee to prepare 
accounts of the state of Company’s affairs 483 

Requested to accompany the Deputation ap- 
pointed to wait upon Ministers - - 486 


87 


Ss, 
SALTPETRE. 


Importation of Salipetre to be confined to the 
Company - - - 63 and 82, or 64 
And paid for, at a fair price, by Government, 113 


SECRET COMMITTEE or CORRES- 
PONDENCE, 

See Commirree of CorRESPONDENCE. 

SECRET COURT or DIRECTORS. 


See Court of Directors, 


a 
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SMITH, Dr. Adam. 


Retutation of his theory relative tothe trade 
with India = - - - ~ 232, 233 

SMA TH, George, Esq. 

Appoicted Member of Deputation - - 

SMUGGLING. . 
Throwing open the trade to China would 

224, 303 


107 


open an inlet to smuggling « : 


“SPECIAL COMMITTEE, 


Appointed to prepare “‘ An Account shew- 
ing the present state of the Cumpany’s af- 


fairs” (22d June 1813) - - - 483 
Lay several accounts before the Court (26th 
June) - - - - . - 494° 


STANDING COUNSEL. 
See Witrtsm Apam, Esq. 
STAUNTON, Sir George, Bart, 
Letter to Chairman, inclosing his Paper on 
the China Trade (15th March, 1813) 
His ‘« Considerations upon the China Trade” 
281 ef seg, 
Observations on the peculiar national charac- 
ter and habits of the Chinese - - 231, 
Restrictions imposed by them on foreigifers 
. 282, 283 
Gradual relaxation of such restrictions in fa- 
vour of the Company - == 28-4, 285, 297) 
Principal events in the progress of the Com- 
pany’s trade with China ~ - 288 
Beneficial effects of the Company's character 
and influence at Canton - - = 289-292 
Present state and nature of the Company's _ 
trade with China - - - - 294-300 
Tnference from the whole—a dereliction of 
the present system would not improve but 
would probably ruin the trade ~ - 301,302 


SULLIVAN, Rt. Hon. John 


Present at a conference between the Pre« ~~ 
sident of the Board and the Chairs - 161, 162 


280, 


282 
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Page 

Present at conferences between Ministers 
and the Depstation - - 483, 483, 489 

_ SURPLUS PROCEEDS. 
Appropriation thereof = - - 


a 


~ 309, 350 


T. 
TERRITORIAL POSSESSIONS. 


Territorial Possessions of the Company have 
added to the strength and glory of the Bri- 


tishh Empire | - . - - - 195 
Progressive acquisition of Territorial Posses~ 
- sions by the Company - - - 258-259 


TERRITORIAL REVENUES. 


Appropriation of = - - 308, 348, 349 


THORNTON, Robert Esq. 

* Appointel member of Depatation - 107, 330 
Joint letter from him, as Deputy Chairman, 
to the President of the Board of Commis- 
sionets = - - - 162, 174, 247 
Joint letter from him, as Chairman, to the 

Earl of Liverpool - - - 319, 525 
Joint letter from him, as Chairman, to the 
President of the Board of Commissioners 
oA = 325, 525 
Appointed Member of Committee to pre- 
pare accounts of the state of Company's 
affairs - - - - - 483 
Thanks of Genera! Court of Proprietors for 


his conduct - - > 159, 200, 524 


TIN TRADE. 

Resolutions of persons interested in the tin 
trade, to procure a clause in the Company’s 
charter, for exporting a certain quantity of 
tin from Cornwall - - - - 

Remarks on the impropriety of exceeding the 
average quantity of tin usually exported to 
Iadia - - - - - 88, 89 


87 


« 
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Quantity and yalue of tin exported for twen- 
ty-iwo years : - - - - $88 
Tin produced in certain East Indian islands 89 
Prices at which it was obtained hy the Dutch id: 
Estimate of costs and charges of a ton of tin 
g0, gl 
Present prices of tin = - - - g2 
Quantity and terms on which the Company 


— 7 are saviliing to purchase of the county of 


Cornwall - = - - 
TOONES sweny, Esq. 

Letter to the Court, stating hisereasons for not 
signing the Report of the Committee of the 
Whole Court of the 15th July 1613, but 
that, under all circumstances, it will be 
for the interest of the Proprietors to accept 
the Bill - - ° a ii - 521 


TRADE. 


Proofs that the throwing open of the trade 
to India to the subjects of Great Britain 
would not be beneficial - 23-28, 231-236 
Effects which such a change would produce 
on the East India Company's affairs 28-30, 158 
Effects which it would produce in India 31, 32 
Proofs, that an exclusive trade is the only 
one really applicable to the maintenance of 
the public interests with India “ - 
The Company’s exclusive trade to India a 
means of preserving India to Great Britain 53 


93-95 


49 


A nursery of British seamen - - - 54 
The Company's trade no longer a strict mono- 

poly - - - - - - - 195 
Has produced the highest benefits to the na- 

tion - - - - - - 210-215 

a Has not, on the whole, decreased -- 215,216 
Arguments for a free trade alleged by the 

Out-ports = - - ~ - - 205 

Examination and refutation thereof 216-221 

: et seq. 
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TRADE, continued. 

No open trade to be expected from India by 
which to relieve the distresses of manufac- 
turers - - - - - - 230 

Irremediable mischiefs resulting from the de- 
mand made by the Out-ports of a full and 
entire freedom of trade to the eastward of 

* the Cape of Good Hope, including China 
and all the countries within the Company's 
charter - : - 


TREASURY, First Lord of His 
See Earu of Liverroor, 


sjesty’s. 


V. 


VANSITTART, Rt. Hon. Nicholas. 


Assists at conferences between Ministers 
and the Deputation - 144, 483, 488, 489 


244-246, 320-324" 


GENERAL INDEX, 


Ww. 


VWGALLACE, Rt. Hon. Thomas. 


Present at a conference between Ministers 
and the Deputation- —- « - - 144 
Present at a conference between the President 
of the Board and the Chairs - 161, 162 


WHOLE COURT, Committee or, 


See Covar or Directors. 


WILK: Mr. John, 


See Prorestranr Society. 


WRITERS. 


None to be appointed who haye not been 
educated at Hertford College - = 352 
a 
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” ACCOUNTS. 


INDEX LO THE BILL 


ads “passed by the Honourable the House of Commons, for continuing in the 
East-India Company, for a further Term, the Possession of the British 
Territories in India, together with certain exclusive Privileges ; for esta- 
blishing further Regulations for the Goveriinent of the said Territories, 
and the better Administration of Justice within the same ; and for regulating 
the Trade to and from the Places within the Limits of the said Company's 
Charter, 


[13th Juty, 1813.] 





%* The Roman Numerals refer to the numbers of the sections in the Act av it received the Royal Assent ; the Arabic 


- Figures to the pages of this Volume. 
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5. Account of superannuations to be laid 
before Parliament in the next session, 
(xciv) 459 


Page 


A. 


1. Directors to order-distinct accounts to be 
kept of the Comipany’s territorial, political, 
aad commercial affairs; and to submit a 
plan for such an arrangement of their 
accounts tothe Board of Commissioners, for 
their approbation =~ - > (Ixiv) 441 

2. This principle to be attended to in 


ACTIGNS. 
1. In actions for unlawful arresting of per- 
sons found in the East-Indies, &c. the de- 
fendants may plead the general issue, 
(cxxiii) 481 


accounts to be laid before Parliament, (Ixv) 442 
3, Copies of regulations abroad, made under 

37 Geo. IIT. c. 142, 3gand 40 Geo. II].¢.79, 

and 47 Geo. IIL. sess. 2. c, 68, to be laid an- 

nually with accounts before Parliament (Ixvi) id. 
4. Accounts, abstracts, and statements may 

be required by the Board of Commissioners, 

to be prepared by the Directors, (Ixxyiii) 449 


2. Proof to lie on the plaintiff - - - ib, 
3. And, if verdict be given for defendant, 


the plaintiff shall pay treble costs (cxxiii) 482, 


°4. Limitation of actions ~ - (cxxiv) id, 


ADMIRALTY, 


1. Admiralty jurisdiction of the King’s 
Courts extended - - - (cx) 473 
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ADVOCATE GENERAL. to make laws, regulations, and articles of 
1, Advocate General may exhibit informa- war, for the native troops, and to hold 
tions to the King’s Courts in matters of coutts’ martial - : - — (xevi) 460 
revenue - - - - - (c) 463 @oFormer laws, articles of war, and esta- 
2. Advocate General of the Company may blished usages, respecting native troops, 
- file informations in King’s Courts, for confirmed - - - (xvii) 461 
debts due to His Majesty : (cxi) 474 See also. Forces. 
APPEAL. “ br ASSAULT. : 
J, Where an appeal would lie to the Su¢der “ <1. Justices of peace im the provinces shall 
Dewanny Adawlut, or Local Court, Bri- have jurisdiction in case of assault and 
tish subjects may appeal to Hig-trajesty’s trespass committed by British subjects on 
Court - - - uy {evii) 470 the natives of India - - (cv) 467° 
2 Such appeal not to bar the jurisdiction of 2. Proceedings before. them, and. application 
the King’s Courts + - - (evil) 471 of fines - - - - (cv) 468, 
3. The plaintit? may sue there at his elec- 3. Convictions for assault removable by cer- i 
tion *- - - : - {evii) ib, tiorari, and subject to provisions of 33. | 
ARCIIDEACONS, Geo. I. 52 0 - = = (ev) 869 
J. The King empowered to constitute, by - * 
letters patent, three archdeaconyes for the B. F; 
British territories in the East-Indies, (xlix) 432 BALLOT. « 12 
2. Their salaries to be paid by the Company See Vores. 
out of territorial revenues + (xlix) 433 4 
3. Their salaries to commence on taking BILLS or EXCHANGE 
office, and to cease when functions cease 1. To be paid out of home profits of the 
(ly 433 Company - - 3; - (Inli) 436 
4, Warrant for letters patent, respecting BISHOP or LONDON. 
archdeaconry, to be countersigned by the 1. Bishop of London vested with visitatorial 
President of the Board ~ - (Hii) 434 jurisdiction over the East-{ndia Company's 
5. His Majesty may grant pensions to such College in England : - (xiv) 431 
archdeacons as shall have discharged their BISHOP and BISHOPRICK or INDIA. 
functions in India for fifteen years (liv) 434 1, His Majesty empowered, if he please, to . 
ARMY. establish a bishoprick for the whele of the 
3. Generals and colonels, and tieutenant- British terrisorics in the East-Indies, (xlix) 432 
colonels commanding regiments, may re- 2, Whose salary to be paid by the Com- 
turn to India, after five years absence, with pany ec ne os - (xlix) 433 
consent of the Directors and the Board; * 3. Salary to commence on takitig office, and 
though their absence may not have been cease when functions cease - - (i) id, 
occasioned by sickness, infirnfty, or acci- 4. Bishop to have no. jurisdiction or fune- 
dent + - - - = (ixxsiv) 452 tions, except such as may be limited. by 
2. The governments. in India empowered Jetters patent - - - - 9 fli) id. 


“ INDEX TO 


5. His Majesty may grant to the bishop, by 

’ letters patent, such ecclesiastical jatisdic- 
tion as he may find necessary - - (hi) 434 
6. Warrant for letters patent respecting the 
bishoprick to be countersigned by the pre- 
sident of the Board of Commissioners, (liii) id. 
7. His Majesty may grant pensions to 
bishop and archdeacons, who shall have 
discharged their functions in India for fif. 
teen years - - - - - (liv) id, 


BOARD or COMMISSIONERS. 


= 1. Spécial licences for the continent of Asia, 
between the Indas and Malacca, or islands 
north of the Equator, or Bencoolen, to be 
at the discrétion of the Directors, subject 
to the Board, who are to record their 
reasons - - - - + (xi) 412 
{ % Liccneca for other places more north than 
| éféven degrees south latitude, and between 
sixty-four und oe hundred and fifty degrees 
, @ast longitude, to be granted by the 
Board, who are to frame rules for the 
sane: and in cases not ‘alling within the 
— rules, they are to record the special circam- 
stances, and communicate the same to the 
Directors 5 sf + (xii) 413 
3, The approval by the Board of duties im- 
posed in India, necdssaty to their validity 
: = (xxv) “418 
4. To grant licenées to South Sea Whalers, 
tb sail within certain limits = (xxxii) 424 
5. No such ship, under 350 tohs, to sail 
without licence from the Board = (xxii) id, - 
6, Powers of the Board, with regard to in. 
dividuals proceeding to India: Sée’ PER 
SONS GOING To INDIA, 
7. Board so have full power and controvt 
over all colleges and seminaries, abroad and’ 
at home - - - (xhi, xliii) 429, 430 
j And see farther Corzeces, infra ; 


4 
wae! 


= See 
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8. President of the Board to countersign . 
warrant fur lettets patent, respecting bishop- 
tick or archdeaconties =~ - (liti) 434 

9. Duties in India on Company's goods and 
ou private trade goods to be considered as 
territorial revenue, and to be subject to the 
contioul of the Board = - : (ixvii) 443° 

10. Board to have controul over the appro- 

“ priatica of any part of the territorial reve= 
nues (except sums issued in India to make 
good home payments oh account of terrie 
torial charges, or of loans in India to com- 
mercial purposes - = = (Ixviti) a2. 

11, Court of Directors ‘to deliver to the 
Board copies of all proceedings, and of dis- 
patches reccived, relating to the appro- 
priation of revenue and loans ta invest- 
ments + - - - - (Ixix)* 444 
12. No dispatches relative thereto to be sent 
to India, tili approved by the Board (ixx) id. 

13. Instead of beiug limiyed to fourteen 
days, the Board. to return dispatches with 
all reasonable dispatch, not exceeding two 
months - - - - - (xxi) 445 

14, Proceedings of the Board may be signed 
either by chief or assistant secretary (Ixxii) 446 

15, Secret Committee of Directors not to 
disclose dispatches sent-from the presidea- 
cies, relative to war, peace, or negocia- 
tions, uatil authorized by the Board 

(xxiii) 446 

16, Board may require abstracts, accounts, 
and statemeiits to be preparéd by the Di- 
rectors - - - - | > (ixxviii) 449 

17. Directors not to fill up vacancies in 

. India without approbation of the Boaid, 
(Ixxxi). 450 

18, Reitoration of servants, divil or mili- 
tary, suspended of removed by the govern- 
ments dbroad, not-to be valid without con- 
sent Of the Board - 9 + ~~ (Ixxxiii) 451 
d - 
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Boanryn or Cowmtsstonens, continucd, 
19. No gratuity above s€600 to be guod, 

unless confirmed by the Board ~ (ixxxviii) 454 
20. No duty or fax, imposed by governor- 
general or governors in council, valid, till 
sanctioned oy the Directors, and approved 

by the Board (xeviii) 462 
See also Accounts, 1 ;—~Satarigs, 4;—Sy- 

Cc, 


PERANNUATION, 1, 2, 

CERTIFICATE. 1 

1. Counterfeiting certificate of licenses or 
attested copies thereof, punishable with fine 
and imprisonment - ({cxx) 480 

CHINA: 

J. Exclusive trade with China to continue in 
the-Company, together with the trade in 


tea, during further term, subject to the 
_ Provisions of former acts not repeale 





CHOSES 1y ACTION. 

1, Stealing choses in action within the’ juris- 
diction of King’s Courts, punishable like 
stealicg goods (cxiv) 476 

COIN. 

1, Counterfeiting current coin, puvishable 

with transportation for a term of years 
(cxvi) 478 

2. Uttering counterfeit coin, punishable ;—~ 
First offence, six months imprisonment ;— 
Second, two years imprisonment ;—— 
Third, transportation for life - (exvii) 
3. Certificate of former conviction in the 
Courts, sufficient evidence of conyiction 


Aexvili) 479° 


4. Having in possession more than five pieces 
of counterfeit coin, without latful excuse, 
punishable by fine or three months impri- 
sonment (cxix) 


ib, 
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ib. - 


COLLEGES. 


I, Colleges and Seminaries in India. 
1, Colleges and -Seminaries abroad to be 
“Wubject to the Board of Commissioners, (xiii) 429 
2. Provisions for sehivols, public lectures, or 


. Page 


other literary institutions in India, for the 
benefit of the natives, to be regulated’ by 
Governor Generai in Council, subject to 
= the contronl of the Board; but appoint. - 
ments to offices therein to be made by the 

(sliii) 430. 
Il. College and Military Seminary in England, 

1. The College and Military Seminary in 
England to be continued ; and the Directors, _ 
with the approbation of the Board, to make 
Toles and regulations for the same -(xliv) 430. 

2. Directors may make representations re+ 
specting alterations or additions hy the. 


Board so 


‘local governments 


a 


= -(xliv) 431 
--@: Bishop of London to exercise visitatorial 
jurisdiction - - (xlv) 
4. No person to be appointed a writer, unless 
he shall have kept four terms at the College, 
and shall produce a certificate of conformity 
to rules (xlvi) 
5. Establishment of cfficers inthe College 
and Military Seminary, and‘ the principal 
appointments thereto, to be subject to the 
controul of the Board (xlvii) 432 
6. Piincipal and professors thereof exempt 
from parochial residence i (xlviii) ib, 
COMMANDER tw CHIEF, 
1. Vacancies in office of commander in chief 
to be supplied by Directors, subject to his 
Majesty's approbation ~ » (xxx) 449 
2. Salary of commander in chief (Ixxxix) 456 
- COMMENCEMENT or ACT. 
4. Parts uf this-Act, for which no particular’ 
time is appointed, to commence from 10th 
April 1814 - ; (cxx¥) 482 * 


il, 


- 2: ~- ee 


« 


. 
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‘COMMISSIONERS ror AFFAIRS or  Qg. Debts due to His Majesty, to be reco- 
INDIA: vered by information, filed in the King’s 
See Boaxp or ComMISsLONERS. Courts by the Company's advocate general 
a 


COTTON WOOL: 
See Imports, 3-5. 
COUNTERFEITING. 


1. Counterfeiting coin: see Corn, 


2, Counterfeiting licenses, or certificates, or _ 


See Kine’s Covats, Proyincrat Courts, 


(cxi) 474 


DIRECTORS, Court or. 
1. Ships in private-trade, not te go within 
certain limits without license from the Di- 
rectors - - - - - 
“ase % er 
- 2 Directors to give special licenses of course 


north of the Equator, or Béncoolen, to be 
at the discretion of the Directors, subject te 


d2 


(xi) ALL 


attested copies thereof, punishable with fine for principal settlements Py = (xi) 412 
and imprisonment 3, 75 (xx) 480 3, SpeC>Nicenses for the continent of Asia, 
- COURTS: between thIndus and Malacca, or islands 


Dp. the controul of the Board of Commissioners, 
who are to record their reasons = (xi) id. 
DEBT. See Boarp or Commissioners, 2. 
1. Interest of Indian debt to be defrayed out 4. So much of 33 Geo, II. c. 52. as requires 
of terrorial revenues - «= = (lv) 435 the Directors to lay before the Board 
2. Territorial or bond debt to be liquidated, jnvoices of cordage, &e. or as relates 
as Directors, vith approbation of the Board _ to tonnage, charges of freight, notices, 
of Commissioners, shall direct + (Iv) or registering of private-trade goods, 
3. Debts of the Company (except principal or granting licenses for the same, or as 
of bond-debt) to be paid out of home pro- requires an outward-bound ship to touch at 
fits - = - - - (lvii) 436 Cork, repealed - - - (xxiii) 4i8 
4, Indian debt, or er debt at home, in 5. No duties imposed in India to be valid, till 
what case to” be-~Buced out: of home pros sanctioned by the Directore - = (xxv) 
fits - = - + - = (vii) ib. 6, Togrant licenses to South Sea Whalers to 
. 5. Surplus of territorial revenues and home- go to certain places -*- (xxxii) 424 
profits, applicable to payment of certain 7. Powers of the Court with regard to indi- 
debts + = - - - - ix) 438 viduals going ta India ; See Persons coine 
G6. Tf the debts, after reduction, shall be to [npta, infra. : 
again increased beyond certain.sums, reduc- 8. Directors to order distinct accounts to he 
tion again to take place - = (Ixy 7d. kept of their territorial, political, and com- 
7. So much of 33 Geo, TIT. c, 52, as relates mercial affairs; and to submit a plan for 
to the payment of a snm into the Exche- such aa arrangement of their account to 
qner, the recovery thereof, or to the pay- the Board for their approbation - (Ixiv) 444 * 
* ment into the Bank, repealed - (ixi) 439 g. Court of Directors to deliver to the Board 
8. Justices of peace to have jurisdiction in copies of aff proceedings, and of dispatches 
cases of small debts due to natives from received, relating to the appropriation of 
British subjects - - - = (evi) 469 revenue and leans to investments —(Ixix) 444. 
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Directors, Courr. or, continued. 
10. No dispatches relative thereto to be sent 
to India, till approved by the Board (Ixx) 444 
11. Who shall return the same to Directors 
with all reasonable dispatch, not exceeding 
two months.- ~ - - + (Ixxi) 445 
12. Secret Committee of Diyectors not to: 
disclose dispatches seat from the presiden- 
cies, relative to war, peace, or negociations, 
until authorized by the Board - (txxiti) 446 
13. Secret Committee to take oath “ribed | + 
by this Act, instead of former se ale ib, 
14, Title of thir Act to be inserted in the 
Directors’ oath, instead of the year aud 
tide of 33 Geo. Ife. 52, - {Ixxvi) 448 
25. In cases of equality. of votes in. General 
‘Courts or Courts af Directors, the questions 
not to be determined by lot, but to be cons 
sidéred as rejected; except in cases of two 
or more. candidates for office, which are 
still to be determined by lot - (Ixxvii) a2, 
16. Board may require accounts; abstracts, ‘ 
and statements to be prepared by Directors. 
(Ixxviit) 2d, 
17, Directors to fill up vacancies of governors 
and commanders ig chief, subject to his 
Majesty's approbation « - (Ixxx) 449 
18, But this not to affect the right of Direc- 
tors to recall - - - (ixxx) 450 
19. Directors’ not to supply vacancies in 
India, without approbation of the Board 
(Ixxxi) id. 
20. No gratuity made by them above «£600 
—to be good, unless confirmed by the Board 
occ (ixxxviii) 454 
21, Court of Directors empowered to grant 
superannuations to Company’s servants in 
England - - - - (xciii) 459 
22. No duty or tax imposed by? governor 
general, or governors in council, to be valid 
till sanctioned by Directors, with the appro- 
bation of the Board - - — (xeviii) 462 


. 
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DIVIDEND. 
1. Dividend of 10 per cent. to be paid out of 
home profits, till separate fund exhausted, 
“i then 10% pereent, - (vii, lgii) 436, 439. 
2. Dividend to be provided for, before. home 
profits liable to territorig] charges, &e 


(viii) 436 


3. 37 Geo. II. ¢. 3h. 8. 9, directing divi- 
~ dend of 10s. percent. upon increased stock, 
to be paid out of the Company's annyal 
Profits, repealed - - - 


pun ES. 


- Goods exported of imported by the Com. _ 
pany, to be subject to the same duties as 
those exported or imported in private-trade 

(xxiv) 418 
2. No. duties imposed in India to be valid, 
till sanctioned: by the Directors, aiid ap- ~ 
proved by the.-Beard OF Commissioners (xxv) id, 
3. Duty to Company on ‘Drivate-trade, 
granted by 33 Geo, III, c, 52. repealed - 
(xxvi) 419 
4. But such repeal not to.extend to goods im- 
potted into the Port of London, and deno-~ 
sited in the Company's Varchduises, nor to 
imports from China ; and to affect en- 
gagements of the Company with their- 
captains and officers - - (xxvii) 420- 
5. Duties in India on goods of the Company 
to be debited to commerce ; and, ~fogether 
with duties on Private-trade goods, to be 
considered as territorial revenue, and to be. 
subject tothe Board - - - (Ixvii) 443 
6. Governor-general, and governors in coun+ 
cil at Fort William, Madras, Bombay, and 
Prince of Wales island, may impose duties 
of customs and other taxes, on places and 
- persons within the jurisdiction of the Courts 
established by the King’s charter at those 
places, in the same manner as in plaegs 
without such jurisdiction 2 (xeviii) 461 


= 


» (xiii) adn 
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7. No suck duty or tax in Calcutta, Madras, « 
Bombay, er Prince of Wales Island to be 
valid, till sanctioned by the Directors, with 
the approbation of the Board - 
\8,.Governor-geners}and-goremorein coun- 
ci). may make laws and regulations respect- 
ing such duties and taxes, aad impose fines _ 
-and forfeitures for non-payment thereof 
” (xeix) 2. 


‘ EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 
“1. Company to retain government, of former 
“territorial acquisitions, and others lately 
“de, during furtherterm - — = (i) 407 
retain the exclusive trade with China, © 
vue trade in Tea,. during a further 
a, subject to certain regulations. - (ii) # 
The term and the exclusive trade to cease 
and be determined, on, the expjration of 
three years’ notice by Parliament, any time 
after 10th April 1831, and payment of what 
is due from the Public to the Company 
“A UY (iii) 408 
4. But the ‘Cor. puny's corporation not to be, 
determined thereby, nor their right to trade, 
> (iv) id, 
5. None but.the Company, or persons by 
their licertce, to tradein tea - - (viii) 410 
6. Nor to export military stores to certain 
places - - - - - ~ (ix) 411 
4. The Company authorized to use India- 
built ships till ist August 1814, unless pro- 
- (xxx) 421 
8. Ships so authorized, not liable to forfei- 
ture - - - . - ~ (xxxj) 423 
g. Company to defray salaries of Bishops 
and ‘Archdeacons - - = (xlix) 433 
10, And to pay them Certain pensions, when 


in common with others - - 


vision be made in next session 


(xevin) 462 
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they shall have discharged their functions 
in India for fifieen years ~ - - (iv) 434 
12, Application of the Company's territorial 
tevenues - - ae Bene eres 412) 
12, Application of their nome _profits 
(vii, iviiiy 436, 438 
13, Nothing in this Act to affect the rights 
of the Gompany - + - (xev} 460 
- See Durizs, 1,3, 4, 5. 
EASTANDIA DOCK COMPANY. 
1. Rates gnted to the East-India Dock 
Company by 43 Geo. IIT. aad 46 Geo, TIL 
to be paid before goods are delivered to the. 
Owners or consignees = - (xxviii) 420° 
2. If rates op goods are not paid to the East 
India Dock Company before the goods are 
unloaded, the East India Dock Company 
may send them to the Company's ware- 
houses to-be sold, and the rates shall be 
deducted from the purchase money (xxix) 42 


ECCLESIASTICAL ESTA BLISHMENT 
in Inpra. 
See Axcupeacons, Bisnor, 
EQUIPMENTS and VOYAGE. 
1, Allowances to certain descriptions of per- 
sons proceeding to India - = (Ixxxix) 456 
ESTABLISHMENTS. 
1. Expences of Establishments to be de- 
frayed out of territorial revenues, ~ (lv) 435 
EXPORTS. 
1. Military stores not to be exported but to | 
certain. places, and by. licensed persons—— 


(iv) 4t1 
S F. 
FORCES: . 
1. Maintenance of ‘the forces to be defiayed 
out of territorial revenues = - (lv) 435 


2, Payment of the King’s troops by the Com- 


a6 INDEX TO 


“ : Page | 
‘.Fonces, continued. 
pany, not to exceed 20,000 men, unless 
greater number sent on their requisition 


~ : (xxxvii) 454 
FOnuuw.. we peng 
“1, Forgery~punishable with transportation 

(cxv) 477 


FREE TRADE, 
See Traps, 3. 


G. 


GOVERNMENTS, Local. 
See Locan Governments, 
GOVERNOR GENERAL and GO- 
VERNORS in COUNCIL. 
1. Governor General in Council to regulate 
provision for schools, public lectures, or 
other literary institutions io India, for the 
benefit of the natives; but subject to the 
Board of Commissioners -. — Gilili) 430 
2. Covernor General, or other Governors, 
to be appointed by the Directors subject to 
his Majesty's approbation =~ (Ixxx) 449 
3. Salaries, when to commence ; and allow- 
ances for equipment and voyage (Ixxxix) 456 
4. Governor General, and Governors in 
Council at Fort William, Madras, Bombay, 
and Prince of Wales Island, may impose 
customs of duties and taxes, on places and 
persons within the jurisdiction of the Courts 
established by the King’s Charter at those 
Pp-aces; in the same manner as in places 
“saihout such jurisdiction -  (xevili) 461 
.§. Lat no-such duty or tax to be valid, till 
sanctioned by the Directors, . with the ap- 
probation of the Board > (xeviii) 462 ~ 
&. Governor Geteral and Governors in Coun- 
cil may make laws and regulations respect= 
ing seu duties and taxes, and impose fines 
aud forfeitures for non-payment thereof ** 
fi ‘ {xcix) id, 
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y. Governor General, &c, may send home _ | 


persons residing in India without licence, 
without subjecting them to farther punish 


“amt = ek Geiyy 466 


GRATUITY, = 


1. No gratuity above s€600 to be good, 


unless confirmed by the Board (Ixxxviii) 454 


H. 


HAIR. 
See Imports, 3-5, 
HOME-PROFITS, 


1. The profits of the Company in @ 
eae : rn. . 
Britain to be applied 4 By 


First, in paying bills of exchange.— 9), 
in paying debts, except principal ofk* 
debt.—Third, in paying dividend Xe 
per cent. til! separate fund exhausted, ai 
then 103 per cent.—Fourth, in reduction 
of Indian debt or bond debt at home 


(vii) 4, 


2. Home profits not liable to territorial 
charges, till after dividesd provided ; ex- 
cept to bills and certit, Neto: value re= 
ceived in India, and to interest and sinking 
fund on loan of 1812 from the Public to 


the Company - - - - — (Iviii) 436. 


3. If home funds insuffitient,*after divi- 
dend, to discharge bills 
of existing debt, « 





sawn for interest 





‘tency to be paid as 


Parliament shail direct < - (viii) 437 


4. Monies received at home on credit of 
bills drawn on territorial funds, or for ad- 
vances in India, to be applied to payment 


of territorial charges in Kurope (lviii) id, 


5. And if comisercial profits at home be 





DOL su, vat in auy year for div.dend, the 


deficiency to ‘be made good out of surplus 
. 


ferritorial revenues of preceding year, (lviii) 78, 


, 
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6. Application “of surplus home-profits 
Cis, \x) 438, “439 


LL. 
{MPORTS. 


1, Navigation Act not to prevent the impor- 
« tation of goads, the produce of any ‘places 


. within the Charter, except tea, from any “a 


; other places within the Charter except » 

i China =) + = 8 oe Gvii) 409 | 

:2. Goods imported in private-trade to be 

j brought to some of the ports if the United 
“Kingdom,, which shall have been declared 

i ‘fit, by Order in Council ~ - (x) 411 
3. Articles manufactured of silk, hair, and 

{ cotton-wool, or any mixture thereof, im- 
‘yported, not to be entered or taken out of 
warehours,—except for exportation, unless 
_ brought to the port of London ana | secured 
in ‘the Compary's warehouses ; , whic 
tele Seale eshte te the 
A duties - . 

; “a. Lords of the eon may authorize 

» such articles, when bronght to Outports, to 
be removed tthe rx of — to be 
sold forban” “vo iption (xviii) 416 
“8 Such, My» »,, when aie ‘and taken 
per oF ‘warehouses for e4portation, to be 
“ebarged ad valorem -  - 





aes Joes EE ae 
~ USTICES or PEACE, 
b, Justices of peace in the-provinces shall 
chave jurisdiction in cases of assault and tres- 
t : . 
pass, committed by British subjects on the 


nptives of India =" (ev) 467 
Copy of conviction and proceedings to be ~ 
gent to the government * '. * (cv) 468: 


Fines to be paid to the magistrate #5, ib, 


(xvii) AIS 


(xis) 416 


57. 


: S Paze 

_4, Application thereof - Tee (ev) 468 
5. Convictions removable by certiorari, and’ 
and subject to provisions of 33: Geo. ll. 


eap.52 00 = (cv) 469 


6. Justices of peace to have jurisdiction in 


cases of small debts due to natives 1.0m Bri- 
” tish subjects - foe _(cvi) 
.7. Justices pf peace may qualify by. oe 

“the osths, in any court of justice within the” 


provinces =~ - - (exit) ane 
~ 


K. 


“Tar KING. 
1, The King may, if he please, establish a 
bishop and three archdeacons in India by. 
letters patent = 5 (xlix) 422 
2, Which letters patent shall limit such bit! 
shop's jurisdéction and functions = (ti) 433 
3. His Majesty may grant to the bishop by\, 
etter Auch jurisdiction. aa be may i° 
find necessary = See Pe ii aed 
“'4, His Majesty's warrant for lettess patent, 
respecting bishoprick or archdeaconry, to’ 
be countersigned by the President of the 
Board of Commissioners ‘- == (lit) ibs 
5. His Majesty may grant pensions to bishops 
and archdeacons, who shall have discharged 
‘their functions in India for 15 years (liv) ib. 
6. His approbation necessary to render valid : 
the appointment of governor or commander 
in chief by Directors .« a (Ixxx) 449 
7, Nothing in this act to prejudice the King’s : 


‘ sovereignty wee ® (xer) 
8, Debts due to His Majesty, how recove! 
eable in-the King’s courts, = (exi) 474 


KING'S COURTS.’ 
1, King’s Courfs regula“iy to hold sessions, 
four times in every year, for trying crimi- 
nal offences ed (ci) 465 


Oe 


Kina’s Courts, coztinued, 
2. Advocate general may exh.bit informa- 
tions to the king’s courts in matters of re- 
venue - - - - -~ (c) 463 
3. For misdemeanors committed by British 
ei subjects, more than 100 miles from a pre- 
sideacy, informations.may be filed ex offi- 
cio, and prosecuted, as iu Court of King's 
Bench in England - + 2 (citif 46a 
4. Jurisdiction of the king's cots not to be 
barred by appeal from the Sudder Deanny” 
Adawlut or local court. to His Majesty's. 
court - + (cvit) 471 
5, Admiralty jurisdiction of king's courts, 
~ extended 2 = 6 +» (cx) 473 
“. Information to be. filed therein by the 
» ‘ompany’s Advocate General for.debts due 
&-HisMajesty = -  s (cxi) 474 
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ICENGE.- 
‘~” None but the Company, or persons ob- 
taining theie special leave by licence in wri- 
ting, to trade in tva - - (viii) 410 
2. Nor to export military stores to cer'ain 
places without such licence - - (ix) 
3. Ships in Private-Trade not to go withio 
certain limits, without a licence from Di- 


— a 


rectors - - ~ - - (xi) #2, 
4. Nor to any places except principal set- 
tlements, without such licence > (xi) 412 


5. Directors to give licences of course for 
——~rlncipal settlements - - - (xi) i 
6. Snecial licences for the continent of Asia, . 
between the Judus and Malacca, or istands 
- north of the Equator, or Bencoolen, to be 
at the discretion of -he Directors, subject to 
the cuntroui of the Tioars of Connunissioners, 
= (xi) id. 
7. Liceuves for other places more dorth-tan 


“who are to vecord their reasons 


INDEX TO THE BILL. 


: Pago 
11 degrees south latitude ard between 64 
and 150 degrees east longitade, to be 

“granted by the Board, wha are to frame 
Tims for the Bauic 3. and in cases not 
falling within the rules, the special circum 
slances are to be recorded, and comiiuni- 

- (xi) a8 

8, South Sea Whalers to have licences from * 


cated to the Directors = - 


“=the Board, to sail within certain limits 


% (xxxii) 474 
9. No such ship, under 350 tons, to ‘sail ° 
without licence from the Board (xvxii) id, 
10, Nox to gd to certain places, without li- 
cence from the Directors - (xxxii) id, 
ti, Penalties on unlicensed persoris trading 
to or going within the limits of the Com- 
pany’s charter, otherwise than allowed by 
this act eo : - = (xi) 428 
12. Provision for summary conviction aud 
punishment of Britis subjects being in Ine ~, 
ata-w:thout license, or exceeding the terms —.. 
of their Jiccate - - - = (ci) 404 
¥3. Penalty on such persons ~ = (ci) 36,” 
14. Not to prevert such British subjects 
from being prose 


von mars, 


or sent home - - oon 
~ 15. But not on accoum . VAL f 
to voaviction = a ee 


16. lersons residing in India without licence _- 
‘may be sent: home withoug-being afters ’ 
wards prosecuted = we -% =» (civ) 466 

17. Persons counterfeiting licences, or cere 
tificates, or attested ccpies thereof, punish- 
abie with fine znd imprisonment (cxx) 480, 

LIMITATION, ; 
1. Limitation of suits, for any thing done 

underthisaet “= = = (exxiv) 48. 

LISTS, TER 

3. No ship in Private Trade to clear out, or \ 
enter, without giving an attested list uf per J 
sons and arms, and. accounting for them (av) 414 


